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TREE TIPS:
Weeping Willows Can Make You Sad

By: Martin Schmiede, President
Schmiede Tree Expert Company

     Few trees look as beautiful as
the graceful weeping willows.
     According to a pleasant leg-
end, weeping willows were
planted along the riverbanks of
Babylon.  Many times King
David was found sitting among
these trees with his harp, lament-
ing over the sins of our world.
The famous Babylon hanging
gardens also included some
weeping willows.
     Willow trees are large and
stately and when the wind blows
their thin leaves dance in the air.
Good reasons to plant weeping
willows?  Yes, and so is the fact
that they grow rapidly.  But there
are cautions to be considered.
     Weeping willows may grow
quickly but they need much care.
A first concern is where to plant
them.  Weeping willows like
water.  Their natural habitats are
along streams and lakes.  In their
landscape requirements the roots
will travel great distances seek-
ing water.
     Weeping willows, known for
their thirsts, satisfy those needs
by getting into storm sewers,
leach fields and water reservoirs. PAID BULLETIN BOARD
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When they can do this, it raises
civic havoc.  Copper sulphate
solutions can be used to kill the
offending roots (but check local
ordinances before using this
methodology).
     If planning to plant weeping
willows, keep them away from
sidewalks and driveways.  The
roots grow under these ground-
level structures.  As they become
bigger, the sidewalks and drive-
ways develop surface bulges.
Weeping willow roots usually
grow near ground levels and,
frequently and erratically, wrap
themselves around other roots or
the trunks of their own or other
trees.  These are called “gir-
dling” roots and they are capable
of strangling their targets.
     An abnormal bacterial
growth called crown-gall, re-
sembling warts, shows up on the
trunk sections of willow trees.
There are not many controls
over such abnormal growths.
They constrict  the flow of sap
and become simply unsightly.
     The weeping willows’ wood
falls into the same category as
the poplar, silver maple and

other deciduous softwood trees.
It is brittle and easily broken so
the limbs should not grow over
homes, pools, patios, garages or
other structures.  The branches
are too likely to break under ex-
cess weight from snow or ice.
     After storms, a good many
willow trees uproot.  The tree
roots, especially in soggy ground
near the surface, just cannot hold
up the trees.  Weeping willows
are subject to more than their
share of “V” crotches, requiring
rodding and cabling.
     All of this is not to suggest
scrapping plans to plant weeping
willows or that your present wil-
low trees ought to be removed.
Just know the problems and pre-
pare to have professional main-
tenance when needed, if at all.
     And the willows are lovely
when weeping gently over ponds
and streams.Check out Catholic schools, where excellence is the gold standard!

The Catholic Schools of the Archdiocese of Newark
Bergen, Essex, Hudson and Union counties

121 elementary schools • 36 secondary schools • 52,500 students
www.rcan.org/schools

“An education for the future, faith for a lifetime.”
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Catholic School Students
Go for the Gold!

Academic excellence is 
a cornerstone of Catholic schools.
• Our elementary schools students outperform 

other students in the U.S. in all academic 
areas. In many grades the average Catholic 
school student is achieving at or above the top 
quarter of students in the U.S.

• Graduates of our elementary schools attend the 
finest Catholic and specialized high schools in 
New Jersey.

• Our high schools have an impressive rate of 
students pursuing higher education; over 97% of 
the Class of 2003 are in a college or university 
program.

• More than 200 of our high school seniors are 
Bloustein scholars.

• Our schools exceed the New Jersey 
Core Curriculum Standards.

K-5th Grades (middle school  
program also available) 

2-5 days per week 

Before School Care Available 

5 Locations: Y Facility;   
Tamaques, Washington,   
Jefferson & McKinley Schools 

Art, cooking, science, free play, 
outside play, gym activities, 
homework help.  Snack is  
included. 

Transportation from Westfield & 
Garwood public schools & Holy 
Trinity. 

Look no further than the  

Westfield Area Y 

NEED AFTER SCHOOL CARE  
THIS FALL?   

NEW! 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE FOR 

GARWOOD STUDENTS 

 

CALL FOR DETAILS 

Westfield Area Y 

220 Clark Street 

Westfield, NJ  07090 
 

908-233-2700 x273 

www.westfieldynj.org 

WF Fire Department
To Host Golf Outing
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent As-
sociation Local #30 is sponsoring a
golf outing at Echo Lake Country
Club in Westfield on Monday, Oc-
tober 18.

For more information on the
event, please call Mike Giordano at
(908) 668-8228.

Congressional Campaign Release

Mr. Brozak Seeks Tax Break
For Med. Research Firms

WESTFIELD – Shortly after open-
ing the American Stock Exchange in
New York City last week, Steve
Brozak, a retired Lieutenant Colonel
in the Marines and the Democratic
candidate for Congress in New
Jersey’s Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict, pledged to repeal long-term capi-
tal gains taxes on any company dedi-
cating a percentage of its revenue to
medical research and development.

“Corporations dedicating a percent-
age of their resources to curing life-
threatening illnesses deserve to be
rewarded for their innovation,” said
Mr. Brozak. “Eliminating long-term
capital gains taxes allows them to
pursue their work and invest even
more in providing much needed health
care solutions.”

“The Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict is the heart of the bio-medical
industry,” said Mr. Brozak. “Once we
elect an administration and Congress
that will support embryonic stem cell
research and other new innovations
to cure diseases ranging from diabe-
tes to Alzheimer’s to cancer, even

more corporations will be able to
invest in new health care technology.

“Our tax policies must reflect the
investment that these companies can
make in prolonging life and expanding
medical opportunities,” he concluded.

He was a member of the Marine
Reserves while working for the fi-
nancial industry in the biotech sector,
and continues his work as an advo-
cate in the field of stem cell research.
Mr. Brozak co-founded the firm of
Westfield Bakerink & Brozak LLC,
an investment bank specializing in
biotechnology, medical devices and
healthcare research.

TAKING STOCK...Steve Brozak of Westfield, candidate for Congress in the
Seventh Congressional District, calls for elimination of capital gains tax on
medical research. Mr. Brozak is pictured above last week opening the American
Stock Exchange prior to issuing his statement.
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WHERE IN THE WORLD?WHERE IN THE WORLD?WHERE IN THE WORLD?WHERE IN THE WORLD?WHERE IN THE WORLD?

By Mary Alyce Torpy
For The Westfield Leader and The Times

Pueblito, Colombia

Well, I have to begin by saying that
I was a bit hesitant about traveling to
Colombia, which is probably normal,
since it is number 21 on the list of
Travel Warnings issued by the De-
partment of State. This time I took a
few more precautions than usual and
I also traveled with a British woman
whom I met in Venezuela (I figured
they always make excellent allies in
times of trouble).

Thus far, the rewards of the beauty
and enchantment that this country
holds have been well worth the risks.
The northern coast of Colombia of-
fers everything ranging from the Span-
ish colonial town of Cartagena, to
excellent scuba diving in Santa Marta,
and an incredible six-day hike through
the jungle to Ciudad Perdida (the
Lost City, built in the 11th century).

Cartagena is a beautifully painted
colonial city surrounded by a Las
Murallas, thick walls which were built
for protection during the late 16th cen-
tury. You could easily spend hours
strolling down the streets and admir-
ing the elaborately colored buildings.
The seafood is incredible and the tropi-
cal coco loco drinks, which you sip
from coconuts, really make you forget
about the two airplanes and three hot
buses that it took to get there. It was a
nice change of pace and felt more like
a relaxing trip to Europe than a rough
adventure in Colombia.

Heading east of Cartagena, I found
my way to what is probably the cheap-
est scuba diving in South America.
Santa Marta and Taganga offer the
PADI three-day certification course
for $160 and two open-water dives
run about $40 USD. Just for laughs,
price that in the United States. Under-
standably enough, if Colombia is not
your choice for the next vacation, the
islands off the coast of Honduras and
Belize also offer similar packages.

My last stop in Colombia was
Tayrona National Park, absolutely
incredible, but a nightmare to get lost
in! Tayrona is one of Colombia’s most
popular parks. The park’s beaches
are bordered by coral reefs with great
snorkeling and magnificent sunrises
and sunsets.

The park contains two restaurants
and three hotels, located right on the
ocean. Well, I use that word hotel
rather loosely; they are actually cov-
ered hammocks and outdoor showers
($2 per day, but lockers are included).

My new-found British friend and I
managed to hike from the beach
through the jungle, and into the small
town of Pueblito. Pueblito is a small
residential town built in Pre-Colom-
bian times by the Tayrona Indians, a
group that still exists today and re-
tains a traditional life.

The guidebook stated that the hike
would take approximately three hours
round trip. I soon found out that trails
in this country are unmarked, so the
hike took six hours. When we arrived
in Pueblito completely dehydrated,
we were greeted by three young
Tayrona children selling water. We
made a bit of small talk while drink-
ing what seemed like 30 gallons of
water.

Unfortunately for us, they were the
only people in the town and were
unable to provide us with return di-
rections. Subsequently, we purchased
as much water as we could carry, and
made our way back through the jungle.

Well, I think this will serve as my
last article, since Internet access is
difficult to come by in Colombia and
I plan to spend the remainder of my
time here. See you all in Westfield!

Editor’s Note: Mary Alyce of
Cranford is known in the area from
her days as a bartender at the Jolly
Trolley in Westfield. She is reporting
on her solo adventures in South
America this summer. Her first ar-
ticle was July 8 and this appears to be
the conclusion.

*****

COLOMBIAN FRIENDS...Mary Alyce Torpy of Cranford makes friends with
children in Pueblito, Columbia.

Westfield TV-36 Viewing
Schedule Announced

WESTFIELD – WCT-36 sets the
viewing schedule listed below for the
month of August. Please contact the
WCT staff by phone at (908) 789-
4040 x4094 or by email at
tv36@westfieldnj.net or for school
programming, the WHSTV-36 staff
at (908) 789-4622 with suggestions
or program submittals.

Thursdays, August 12, 19, 26 &
September 2, Eye on the Y at 7 a.m.;
Make You Wanna Dance with John
Russitano & Kara Shovlin, Begin-
ning Hustle at 7:30 a.m.; Board of
Education (BOE) Meeting at 8 a.m.;
Westfield High School (WHS) Pro-
gramming at 11 a.m.; Community
Calendar at 6 p.m.; BOE at 7 p.m.,
WHS at 10 p.m.;

Friday, August 13, 20, 27 & Sep-
tember 3, Historical Society Lecture
Series- Town Clerk, Bernard Heeney
at 7 a.m.; Cooking Thyme,
Barbequing with Chef David
Martone at 7:30 a.m.; Access NJ at 8
a.m.; Eye on the Y, Summer Camps at
8:30 a.m.; Make You Wanna Dance
at 9 a.m.; Hello Neighbor, profiling
Charles Whitehead & Eagle Scout
Candidates Kevin Devaney & Gre-
gory Ryan, Jr. at 9:30 a.m.; America’s
Haven-YMCA at 150 at 1 p.m.; Lec-
ture Series, Town Clerk at 2 p.m.;
Cooking Thyme at 2:30 p.m.; Access
NJ at 3 p.m.; Eye on the Y at 3:30
p.m.; Make You Wanna Dance at 4
p.m.; Hello Neighbor at 4:30 p.m.;
YMCA at 150 at 5 p.m.; Community
Calendar at 6 p.m.; Lecture Series,
Town Clerk at 7 p.m.; Cooking Thyme
at 7:30 p.m.; Access NJ at 8 p.m.;
Eye on the Y at 8:30 p.m.; Make You
Wanna Dance at 9 p.m.; Hello Neigh-
bor at 9:30 p.m.

Saturday, August 14, 21, 28 and
September 4, Eye on the Y at 7 a.m.;
YMCA at 150, at 7:30 a.m.; WHS at
10 a.m.; Community Calendar at 6
p.m.; WHS at 7 p.m.

Sunday; August 15, 22, 29 and Sep-
tember 5, Eye on the Y at 7 a.m.;
YMCA at 150 at 7:30 a.m.; WHS at 10
a.m.; Community Calendar at 6 p.m.;
Make You Wanna Dance at 9:30 p.m.;
Lecture Series, Town Clerk at 10 p.m.;
Cooking Thyme at 10:30 p.m.; Access
NJ at 11 p.m.; Eye on the Y at 11:30
p.m.; Make You Wanna Dance at 12
a.m.; Hello Neighbor at 12:30 a.m.

Monday, August 15, 22, 29 & Sep-
tember 5, Swing Band “Nostalgia”
Concert at 7 a.m.; Lecture Series
Town Clerk at 8:30 a.m.; Historical
Society Lecture Series-Ancient Egypt
at 9 a.m.; Town Council Meeting at 10
a.m.; UBS Fundraiser for families of
local soldiers who gave their lives in
Iraq at 11:30 a.m.; Town Council
Meeting at 2 p.m.; UBS at 3:30 p.m.;
YMCA at 150 at 5 p.m.

Community Calendar at 6 p.m.;
Swing Band at  7 p.m.; Lecture Series
Town Clerk at 8:30 p.m.; Lecture Se-
ries- Ancient Egypt, at 9 p.m.; Town
Council Meeting at 10 p.m.; UBS at
11:30 p.m.

Tuesday, August 17, 24, 31 & Sep-
tember 7, Eye on the Y at 7 a.m.; Make
You Wanna Dance at 7:30 a.m.; BOE
at 8 a.m.; WHS at 11 a.m.; BOE at 3
p.m.; Community Calendar at 6 p.m.;
WHS at 7 p.m.; BOE at 11 p.m.

Wednesday, August 18, 25, Sep-
tember 1 & 8: same programming
schedule as Mondays.

When taped programming ends
each evening, it is followed by Com-
munity Calendar.

 Date Set For POW/MIA
Remembrance Day

A ceremony for POW/MIA Re-
membrance Day will be held on Fri-
day, Sept. 17 at 11:15 a.m. in front of
the county court house in Elizabeth.
All veterans, public officials and the
public are invited to attend. For more
information, please call the UC Free-
holders at (908) 527-4100.


