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3 POPCORNS

It’s a funny thing about people and
movie endings. It’s a custom we keep,
which I’ll explain in this review’s fourth
paragraph. But in any case, it works out
rather well for M. Night Shyamalan, the
talented director who pours the terror on
like Poe but always ends them like O.
Henry. He’s quite a filmmaker, evidenced
once again by his latest scare tactic with a
twist, The Village. If the Night Man ever
puts as compelling a beginning and middle
before one of his trademark conclusions,
cinema greatness will be his.

Not that what generally precedes his
now-famous climaxes is anywhere near
shoddy. Some in the know are already
dropping the name Hitchcock among
their words of praise. The Village, his
first period piece, reaffirms that he has a
visually alluring knack for texture, gets
solid performances from his actors and
shows a fine hand for mood and atmo-
sphere.

Oh, those endings. They lay in wait.
And while it may be some time before
Shyamalan matches the kicker that
wowed us in The Sixth Sense (1999),
once more he doesn’t disappoint.

Perhaps it’s the sheer creativity, the
inventiveness of the surprise that we so
respect. Certainly it indicates we make
some odd choices of what is and is not
sacred. How else can you explain if?

What I mean is, if Li’l Abner were to
cheat on Daisy Mae, you can bet your pet
pig that everyone in Dogpatch, including
the pig, would rush to inform the poor gal
of the indiscretion. However, if everyone
in town but Daisy Mae traveled to the big
city to see The Sixth Sense, you can bet
that same swine that not one denizen of
said fair Appalachian holler would dare
divulge the ending to her, no matter how
she begged or cajoled. Why ruin it for her?

Which brings us to the central theme
of The Village. It’s all about secrets, too.
We suspect there’s a really big one. But we
can’t know it right away…maybe not
even until the much ballyhooed ending,
depending of course on how good a guesser
one is.

It is circa, well, probably around the late
19th century. The dress, mannerisms and
speech, plus the absence of certain tech-
nologies point us in that direction. But just
exactly what are the townspeople we’re in-
troduced to, socio-culturally that is? We
know it’s rural Pennsylvania and we quickly
pick up on the notion that these are a peace
loving folk, apparently led by one Edward
Walker.

Exquisitely portrayed by William Hurt,
Walker is a homespun philosopher king
sort. So you’re thinking they’re either
Quaker or Amish? No. They seem to
enjoy an idyllic existence. That is, if you
care to churn your own butter and can do
without a 450 HP hemi parked alongside
the silo.

You don’t have to scratch the surface
very deeply to soon learn that all is not
well in The Village. For one, there are
towering guard posts around the perim-
eter, and vigilantly maintained torches
every few yards. There’s something out
there. With each sunset a perennial fear is
revisited.

In hushed tones at town meetings, they

speak of “those we do not speak of.” As a thrill
sport, on eerie nights the teenaged boys of the
town compete for who can stand still at the
boundary for the longest without freaking
out. Strange, blood-curdling noises echo from
the forest. And if you’re like me, you conjure
images of the most horrific bogeymen...almost
as bad as the ones who lived in your closet
when you were little.

Lore has it that once upon a time the
good burghers struck a deal with them. You
don’t cross our border, and we won’t venture
into your woods. From what we come to
understand, the bargain has stood…until
now. Isn’t it just our luck? The moment we
tune in, it looks like the treaty has been
breached. They’ve apparently raided over-
night, leaving red markings on doorways.
The elders, comprised of Walker, Sigourney
Weaver as Alice Hunt, Brendan Gleeson as
August Nicholson and two or three others,
decide that it’s a warning, but against
what?

To complicate things, it is at this time
that Alice’s son, Lucius, a quiet, reflective
fellow nicely limned by Joaquin Phoenix,
gets the wanderlust. Best at the aforemen-
tioned game played at the periphery, he is
also the most visionary of his peers. He
contends that if he were to travel to “The
Towns,” that unspecified bit of verboten
geography long despised by the elders as
a cesspool of sin, vice and skullduggery,
he might return with medicines and other
items to improve life in the village. Prob-
lem is, he’d have to make it through the
woods.

Mom quakes at the thought. Natu-
rally, Walker and company are against
it. But Ivy Walker, the blind, red-haired
girl next door who has set her cap for
Lucius, though obviously concerned,
sees it as confirmation that she has
chosen the right one, the very special
one. You see, aside from frightening us,
The Village contains a pretty good love
story, too.

Now, just in case you’re keeping score
at home, to the things that go bump in
the night and the romance tale, add
twists, turns and adventure. For when
someone in the village is critically
wounded, it’s not Lucius who ventures
out for medicine, but Ivy, magnifi-
cently interpreted by Bryce Dallas
Howard…Hurt’s daughter in the film
and Ron Howard’s daughter in real
life.

Her performance is the veritable crux
of the movie.  She’s  a great
heroine…winsome, brave and know-
ing. Survive the anxiety of her Blair
Witch traipse without having a heart
attack and virtually no insurance com-
pany should deny you a policy. They’re
thinking of making it a qualification.

Mysteries abound in auteur Shyamalan’s
metaphor-laden treatise on the search for
Utopia and the inherent pitfalls therein. It’s as
smart as it is suspenseful. Granted, some-
times it’s a tad slow, perhaps a little plodding,
even a bit pompous in its supposition. Yet
again, it comes down to that ending. Don’t
ask me, Daisy.

* * * * * * *
The The The The The VVVVVillageillageillageillageillage, rated PG-13, is a Buena

Vista Pictures release directed by M. Knight
Shyamalan and stars Bryce Dallas Howard,
Joaquin Phoenix and William Hurt. Run-
ning time: 120 minutes.

The stage is set for silliness and may-
hem but that’s where the absurdist plot
kicks in. This strange beach house is
complete with a built-in laugh track of
voices in the ceiling that talks back to
the occupants. The three voices, Jessie-
Marie Berzolla, Dennis DaPrile and
Dave Maulbeck, have been well directed
to play it over the top. The audience sees
them as fairly benign, but realizes they
become increasingly cancerous in their
verbal attacks and demands of the sum-
mer occupants. Greek chorus like, they
suck the audience into this psychotic
waterspout.

Just as the greedy American TV view-
ing public that expects a ubiquitous
laugh track and extreme action on every
program aired today, the voices start to

demand more violence, pornography
and salaciousness.

This is where Durang’s play gets bi-
zarre. After lulling the audience into a
soft comedy at the top of the show, the
mood, like the sky of an unexpected
summer storm, turns dark. In a
Hitchcock/Monty Python combo, the
absurdist plot ventures to the extreme.
And that’s when actual human extremi-
ties start to fly.

In a tour de force in Act II, Mrs.
Siezmagraff assumes the persona of a
prosecutor, a witness in a mock trial and
herself. Sheehan’s talent shines in tim-
ing, inventiveness and sheer energy.

Bravo to director Mark Spina for
once again bringing unique and chal-
lenging theater to this area. He has
assembled a gifted cast that, under his
suggestion, is able to take chances with
characterization and run with them. He
takes chances with play selections and,
simply put, they work. This is profes-
sional theater done professionally.

For some people like Betty, this shore
excursion won’t be what is typically
expected for light, summer fare. For
others, the show is a little mental vaca-
tion, taking them into social commen-
tary and self-examination.

Durang’s notion of absurdist theater
espouses a philosophy that laughter is a
“healing process” and can bring a new
perspective. This play surely does just
that.

As the second of three plays of TTP’s
10th anniversary season, Betty’s Sum-
mer Vacation will be presented Friday
and Saturday nights and Sunday after-
noons through August 22. Audience
members have the unique opportunity
to interact with the actors over coffee
and cake at the conclusion of each per-
formance.
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Memorable Vacation: TTP’s Betty

Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Tony Award-Winning play
M. BM. BM. BM. BM. Butterutterutterutterutterflyflyflyflyfly will be staged at the
Villager’s Black Box Theatre in
Somerset from Friday to Sunday,
August 20 to 22, at 8 p.m. Based on
the true story of a French diplomat
and his Chinese opera star lover,
this drama explores cultural and
sexual stereotypes, exploitation, and
Western imperialistic attitudes to-
wards the East. Tickets are $10 to
$15. Call the box office at (732)
873-2210 or visit
www.villagerstheatre.com. Leave
the kids home for this one.

* * * * * * *
Scotch Plains illusionist Brad

Ross just completed his 200th per-
formance of WWWWWorld of Morld of Morld of Morld of Morld of Magicagicagicagicagic at
Six Flags Great Adventure in Jack-
son. There are a few weeks left to
see him perform at the Showcase
Theater. Shows are daily at 12:30,
2, 5:15, and 7 p.m. and the special
performance, DDDDDarararararkkkkk, is shown on
Tuesdays. While you’re there, en-
joy the new Batman Stunt show,
Catfight!Catfight!Catfight!Catfight!Catfight! and the new Sponge Bob
simulator ride.

* * * * * * *
Echo Lake Park in Mountainside

will show the classic film, The WWWWWiz-iz-iz-iz-iz-
ararararard of Od of Od of Od of Od of Ozzzzz, under the stars on Tues-
day, August 17, at 9 p.m. Admis-
sion is free but the performance
depends on the weather. Bring a
chair or a blanket. Call (877) 424-
1234 for information.

* * * * * * *
Also at Echo Lake Park, the

Union County Summer Arts Fes-
tival continues its series of concert
performances with “high energy
bands” JJJJJo Bonanno o Bonanno o Bonanno o Bonanno o Bonanno and     TheTheTheTheThe
GGGGGodsons of Sodsons of Sodsons of Sodsons of Sodsons of Soulouloulouloul on Wednesday,
August 18. The first show features
60s rock, and the second is a cos-
tumed, choreographed multi-era
spectacular. The outdoor shows
begin at 7:30 p.m. For more infor-
mation, please call (908) 527-
4900.

* * * * * * *
Strollers will enjoy the free,

guided WWWWWalking alking alking alking alking TTTTTours of Nours of Nours of Nours of Nours of Neeeeewarwarwarwarwarkkkkk
offered by the New Jersey Histori-
cal Society. On Thursday, August
19, at 12:15 p.m., tour Military
Park and its surrounding neigh-
borhood, including the monu-
ments, Trinity Church and the His-
torical Society’s building. On Sat-
urday, August 21, at 11 a.m., visit
Broad Street highlights, including
the National Newark Building, City
Hall and Prudential and Symphony
Halls. The groups will convene at
the society on 52 Park Place in
Newark. No reservations are re-
quired. Call (973) 596-8500.

beth Gale is packaged in a sturdy
matching cardboard case and features
all of the guidelines a bride could hope
for. Published by Adams Media Cor-
poration in 2001, the hardcover is
available for $22.

“The Everything
Wedding Orga-
nizer” by Laura
Morin includes 19
chapters ideal for
organizing every
tiny detail. The du-
rable paperback is
available through
www.everything.com at $15 and is
published by Adams Media Corpora-
tion of F&W Publications Company,
1998.

The 384 pages in “Wedding Kit for
Dummies” by Marcy Blum and Laura
Fisher Kaiser are chockfull of valuable
advice and coordinate with a CD
ROM filled with helpful worksheets.
Published by John Wiley & Sons, the
whole package is $24.95 and is avail-
able at all major book outlets.

“The Knot Book of Wedding Flow-
ers” by Carley Roney lures readers
with amazing photography, elegant
and “flowery” wording and delicious
details. Published by Chronicle Books,
the 2002 hardcover costs $29.95.

“The Artful Bride: Wedding Favors
and Decorations: A Stylish Bride’s
Guide to Simple, Handmade Wed-
ding Crafts” by April Paffrath, Paula
Grasdal and Livia McRee, (Rockport
Publishers/Quarry Books, 2004,
$12.99 paperback),
www.rockpub.com.

“Creative Wedding Keepsakes” by
Donna Kooler teaches brides and
grooms about how to preserve their
wedding photos through
scrapbooking, cropping and embel-
lishing. Part of Leisure Arts Publica-
tions’ Pennies from Heaven series, this
2002 book costs $19.95 and is avail-
able through www.leisurearts.com.

“Fabulous Favors: Handmade Fa-
vors for Weddings, Parties & Holi-
days” by Beverly Clark. This paper-
back offers crafting tips for goodies
such as sachets, topiaries, votives,
placecards and includes an entertain-
ing log. (Wilshire Publications, 2002).

“My First Wedding: A Planner for
Modern Couples” by Jim Mullen –
this hardcover book is filled with hys-
terical illustrations by Barry Blitt with
suggestions for places to meet the
groom 9 to 12 months before the
wedding, including rodeos and
Mercedes Benz showrooms. This hu-
morous 2004 must-read is available
through Simon & Schuster’s
simonsays.com for $12.95.

“Mother of the Bride: The Dream,
the Reality, the Search for a Perfect
Dress” by Ilene Beckerman will keep
any MOB (Mother of the Bride) calm,
cool and light-hearted. Published by
Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill, this
2000 publication is available through
www.algonquin.com.

“A Mother, A Daughter, A Wed-
ding: Diaries of Bridal Chaos, Con-
flict and the Bond that Endures” by
Denise Kelly and Sheila Kelly Kaplan
would make a perfect companion to
Beckerman’s book. Published by 1st
Books Library, this 2003 paperback is
available for $12.50 at
www.authorhouse.com.

“The Wedding Countdown Book
& Clock” by Tracy Guth Spangler
keeps the nervous bride in check with
a helpful pullout book and clock to
count the minutes until vows are ex-
changed. For $19.95, this novel gift is
available at www.runningpress.com.
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Books for Bride

must feel in sending soldiers to battle.
In one scene, as in many of

Shakespeare’s works, Harry disguises him-
self and mingles as just another soldier
among his troops. Around the campfire,
he listens to the soldiers griping and
commiserates with them on the demands
and unfairness of war. “Blood is their
argument,” they complain and he has
little retort for them other than a love of
his country and willingness to fight for it.

Each person in the cast, with the excep-

tion of Henry, plays multiple roles. With
effective staging in the battle scenes, the
realism is heightened with punctuation of
simulated battle sounds and thunder. The
slow motion dueling and hand-to-hand
combat echoed the chaos of battle.

The three conspirators were espe-
cially sinister and unctuous in their
double-dealing with their king.

Two different backdrops provide vi-
sual stimulation: an artistically painted
period map of England and France, and
a crimson cotton sheet that is spread out
from three men who die in battle. The
stunning visual is breathtaking in its
symbolism of the tide of blood lost in
wars. When men say that 10,000 were
lost in battle that day, they are merely
words. The spilling of the red sheet
ironically brings those deaths to life.

In this condensed version of
Shakespeare, whole scenes have been

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Henry V Reigns at WF Library
reduced to a sentence or two that propel
the audience to France or to another
time. But for the audience that hosted
seniors in high school and senior citi-
zens alike, that didn’t seem to matter.

Near the end of the presentation, the
French king’s daughter, played by
Westfield’s own Melissa Miller, is ador-
able as a French woman trying to learn
the English language from her maid Alice.
In a burgundy velvet dress with a simple
gold cord belt, she is convincingly aristo-

cratic. She and King Harry share the
finale of the piece, one of Miller’s admit-
ted favorite moments of the show.

The light, humorous scene has En-
glish-speaking Harry down on one knee
trying to explain to his French bride-to-
be that he thinks he loves her. Clever
staging brings an uplifting end to the
piece.

According to the WPL Adult Ser-
vices Coordinator Jennifer Schulze,
the group has been delighting
Westfield audiences for the last few
years.

“I just call their number and give them
the invite and they set the ball rolling to
come!” she said. “They have been perform-
ing for us for the last three or four years.”

When next summer’s treat comes
around, don’t be a “woulda, shoulda,
coulda.” Go to the WPL and get your
free ticket early.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE – Characters
from the classic movie The Wizard of
Oz will come to life on Tuesday, August
17, from 7 to 9 p.m. as the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholder’s
“Family Flix” series concludes in Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside.

Youngsters will have an opportunity
to have their pictures taken with the
characters, including Dorothy, Glinda
the Good Witch, The Cowardly Lion,
The Tin Man, The Wicked Witch of
the West, The Scarecrow and Toto.

The movie will begin following the
photo session at 9 p.m.

“Family Flix has been a marvelous
success with families enjoying fine en-

tertainment in two of our beautiful
parks,” said Freeholder Chairman An-
gel Estrada. “We had two big crowds in
Warninaco Park to watch E.T. the Ex-
tra Terrestrial and Stuart Little. And
earlier this month the feature was
Casablanca in Echo Lake Park.”

“The appearance of the movie char-
acters on August 17 will only add to the
excitement that has been generated,”
added Freeholder Estrada.

Attendees, who are encouraged to
bring a lawn chair or blanket, might
also pack a picnic basket or visit the
nearby concession stand.

“Family Flix” will only be presented
in good weather. For updated informa-
tion on the day of the event, please call
(908) 352-8410.

LOCAL STAR…LOCAL STAR…LOCAL STAR…LOCAL STAR…LOCAL STAR…Liz Encarnacion, 17,Liz Encarnacion, 17,Liz Encarnacion, 17,Liz Encarnacion, 17,Liz Encarnacion, 17,
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steps of actors Natalie Portman, Robertsteps of actors Natalie Portman, Robertsteps of actors Natalie Portman, Robertsteps of actors Natalie Portman, Robertsteps of actors Natalie Portman, Robert
Downey, Jr., Mary Stuart MastersonDowney, Jr., Mary Stuart MastersonDowney, Jr., Mary Stuart MastersonDowney, Jr., Mary Stuart MastersonDowney, Jr., Mary Stuart Masterson
and Jon Cryer by attending Stagedoorand Jon Cryer by attending Stagedoorand Jon Cryer by attending Stagedoorand Jon Cryer by attending Stagedoorand Jon Cryer by attending Stagedoor
Manor this year, a theater camp in theManor this year, a theater camp in theManor this year, a theater camp in theManor this year, a theater camp in theManor this year, a theater camp in the
Catskills. In each of the summer’s threeCatskills. In each of the summer’s threeCatskills. In each of the summer’s threeCatskills. In each of the summer’s threeCatskills. In each of the summer’s three
sessions, the youngsters aged 8 to 17sessions, the youngsters aged 8 to 17sessions, the youngsters aged 8 to 17sessions, the youngsters aged 8 to 17sessions, the youngsters aged 8 to 17
spend three weeks rehearsing 11 shows,spend three weeks rehearsing 11 shows,spend three weeks rehearsing 11 shows,spend three weeks rehearsing 11 shows,spend three weeks rehearsing 11 shows,
which are later performed for the publicwhich are later performed for the publicwhich are later performed for the publicwhich are later performed for the publicwhich are later performed for the public
at one of Stagedoor’s seven theaters. Lizat one of Stagedoor’s seven theaters. Lizat one of Stagedoor’s seven theaters. Lizat one of Stagedoor’s seven theaters. Lizat one of Stagedoor’s seven theaters. Liz
appeared in Stagedoor’s production ofappeared in Stagedoor’s production ofappeared in Stagedoor’s production ofappeared in Stagedoor’s production ofappeared in Stagedoor’s production of
Starting Here.Starting Here.Starting Here.Starting Here.Starting Here.

Do you have an A&EDo you have an A&EDo you have an A&EDo you have an A&EDo you have an A&E
story idea? E-mail us at:story idea? E-mail us at:story idea? E-mail us at:story idea? E-mail us at:story idea? E-mail us at:

ae@goleader.com!ae@goleader.com!ae@goleader.com!ae@goleader.com!ae@goleader.com!
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SSSSSets Iets Iets Iets Iets Illustratorllustratorllustratorllustratorllustrator’’’’’s Es Es Es Es Evvvvvententententent

CLCLCLCLCLARK ARK ARK ARK ARK – Barnes & Noble
Booksellers in Clark will host
Illustrator’s Night, an opportunity
for readers to meet some of the
artists of their favorite books, on
Saturday, August 21, from 6 to 9
p.m.

Illustrators Dar Hasta, Arlene
Graston of “In Every Moon There
Is a Face,” “Special Friends: Tales
of Saints and Animals,” Daniel
Horne of “The Daniel Horne
Sketchbook, Vol. 1,” Frank Horne
and others will be in attendance.

Visitors can get their caricatures
done, watch the artists at work,
and attend a storytime at 6 p.m.

PPPPPlays-in-the-Plays-in-the-Plays-in-the-Plays-in-the-Plays-in-the-Pararararark Pk Pk Pk Pk Planslanslanslanslans
AAAAAuditions for uditions for uditions for uditions for uditions for TTTTTwo Swo Swo Swo Swo Shohohohohowswswswsws

POPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

The The The The The VVVVVillageillageillageillageillage:::::
MMMMMy Kind of y Kind of y Kind of y Kind of y Kind of TTTTTooooownwnwnwnwn

AREA AREA AREA AREA AREA – Plays-in-the-Park in Edison
will hold open auditions for their up-
coming productions.

An open call is set for the roles of Mr.
Bisfick, Mrs. Bisfick and Story Lady
for the original children’s musical The
Reluctant Dragon. Auditions will be
held on Saturday, August 21, at 4 p.m.
Attendees should come prepared with
16 bars of up-tempo song – whimsical

if possible. No other preparations are
needed.

Auditions for the 10th anniversary
production of Joseph and The Amaz-
ing Technicolor Dreamcoat will be held
on Sunday, October 10, at 4:30 p.m.
for alumni from past productions of
the PIP Joseph, and 5 p.m. for new-
comers.

All actors, who will later be taught a
dance combination and asked to sing
from the show, should bring 16 bars
from an up-tempo song. Selections
from Joseph are welcomed.

All auditions are held at the Stephen
J. Capestro Theater, formerly the
Roosevelt Park Amphitheater, the home
of Plays-in-the-Park in Roosevelt Park
in Edison. The theater is handicapped
accessible.

Detailed role descriptions are avail-
able at www.playsinthepark.com. For
more information, please call the the-
ater from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday to
Friday, at (732) 548-2884.

Coming Next Week:Coming Next Week:Coming Next Week:Coming Next Week:Coming Next Week:
• What happens when teens

flock to the Scotch Plains Public
Library for their chance at MTV
stardom?

• John Reynolds, owner of
Westfield’s Golden Age Fretted
Instruments discusses value of
handmade guitars.

• Russell Parry of Westfield wins
ASCAP Award.


