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GW Borough Seeks Identity, Downtown
Renaissance With New Business Influx

Fire Breaks Out at St. Paul’s Church
During Severe Storm Last Week

By BENJAMIN B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Last Tuesday, July 27, Westfield
was hit with a big storm that caused
significant damage. This storm kept
the Westfield Fire and Police Depart-
ments busy with a high volume of
calls.

During the storm, the Westfield Fire
Department responded to a fire alarm
at St. Paul’s Church on East Broad
Street. Upon arrival there was a smoke
condition in the lobby. Westfield
firefighters quickly located the source
of the fire in the second floor of the
steeple above the vestibule.

Firefighters contained the fire to
the second floor before it could spread
to the roof.

Westfield Deputy Chief Daniel Kelly
said, “Firefighters made an aggressive
attack during adverse weather condi-
tions, containing the fire to the steeple.
And further, firefighters had to oper-
ate through a very narrow man-way to
the fire floor, which hampered access
to the fire floor.”

As a result of the fire, the steeple
suffered structural damage.

Cranford responded to back up the
Westfield firefighters in case of a
firefighter injury. There were no
firefighter injuries reported. While
Westfield and Cranford remained on
scene, Kenilworth and Springfield fire
departments covered headquarters.

The church has an ongoing restora-
tion project in progress, but the fire
was unrelated to the restoration pro-
cess. The cause of the fire appeared to

be electrical in nature.
The fire department received 17

flooding condition calls, five wire-
down and power outage calls, one
natural gas leak call and one water
rescue call. All the calls where re-
ceived between 4:30 and 8 p.m. Addi-
tional calls were received after 10
p.m.

The Westfield Fire Department re-
sponded to Crossway Place for the
water rescue call. Upon arrival, the
victim was removed from the hazard-

ous condition by Westfield Police
Department. The woman’s car be-
came disabled in the floodwaters
and Sergeant Matthew Cassidy of
the Westfield Police Department res-
cued the victim from the vehicle.
Police were at the scene for 20 min-
utes. Three other vehicles where
stranded at Crossway Place due to
the severe flooding.

Westfield Fire House Two also suf-
fered basement flooding and mini-
mal damage to back-up equipment.

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Editor’s Note: This is part six of a six-
part feature on the business centers in

our area that included Downtown

Westfield, Westfield’s South Avenue
Corridor, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,

Mountainside and Garwood.
*******

The tiny borough of Garwood
wishes to be seen as more than just a
conduit between Westfield and
Cranford. Garwood is actively seek-
ing a new identity, and strong busi-
nesses are providing a facelift to the
borough. Having new mainstays and
the right mix of stores figures to trans-
form the former ‘Westfield stepchild’
into a borough of its own.

Only three quarters of a square
mile in size, Garwood boasts a popu-
lation of just over 4,000. Historically,
according to www.garwoodnj.com,
the Borough of Garwood declared its
autonomy on February 25, 1903. Prior
to this, the town was part of Westfield
and Cranford. At the time of
Garwood’s independence, there were
75 houses and a population of ap-
proximately 400. The name Garwood,
which was applied to the settlement
some years before the incorporation
of the borough, was in honor of
Samuel Garwood, the first president
of the Garwood Land and Improve-
ment Company.

Today, empty factory lots are being
replaced by strip malls and bustling
businesses. The train station still pro-
vides the borough with a strong com-
muter crowd and remains a focal point
of the town.

“The economic development is only
a positive impact on our town and on
our tax base because the pieces of
property will bring in ratables,” said
Mayor Dennis McCarthy. “It’s a win-
win.”

Mayor McCarthy said the business
presence “dresses up the area” and gets
rid of the broken-down factories that
were there, replacing them with nice-
looking strip malls.

“The malls have a bank and some
eateries, pretty much a little bit of every-
thing,” he added. “The owner of [The
Garwood Mall] has been great. He’s
gone to great extents to bring in great
retailers. It was a very selective process
and the businesses are only doing well.”

Garwood now boasts its own Cham-
ber of Commerce, no longer associ-
ated with Westfield’s Chamber. Ex-
ecutive Director of the Westfield
Chamber of Commerce and Garwood
resident Alison O’Hara said the new

MS BOE Continues
Search For Principal
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By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation held a special meeting on
Wednesday, July 28, in order for
the board to approve the closing of
the books so that the auditor can
begin the process of doing the
books.

In other business, the search for
a new principal is underway and
the board has received 13 resumes
thus far. Interim Chief School Ad-
ministrator Walter Rusak said the
13 candidates will be narrowed
down to six. The six remaining
candidates will then be put into
groups of three and will be intro-
duced to a committee of parents
who will be able to meet and ques-
tion the candidates on their creden-

tials. They will then meet with the
board for 30 minutes and finish the
evening with a 30-minute test. Mr.
Rusak is hopeful that an offer will
be made this summer and that the
candidate for the position will be
introduced at the September board
meeting.

Mr. Rusak also said that the
NJASK test results will be discussed
at the September meeting. Parents
should receive individual results in
the mail as soon as they are avail-
able.

The board approved the resigna-
tion of Susan Hollerbach, the
Beechwood School nurse.

“We will miss her and appreciate
all the years of service she has given
this district,” Board President Peter

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

WF Renews
Liquor Lic.

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s conference
meeting, the Westfield Town Council
discussed the renewal of a pocketed
liquor license.

The license formerly belonged to
Wyckoff’s on North Avenue, and has
been pocketed since its closure in
1998. The license is owned by 109
North Avenue LLC, and represented
by Arthur Attenasio.

The State Department of Alcoholic
Beverage Control (ABC) has made a
special ruling to extend the license
for one more year. “Unless the li-
cense is being actively used at an
approved site on or before June 30,
2005,” it will not be renewed.

According to Town Clerk Bernard
Heeney, the owners have petitioned
the state to show that they have made
an effort to sell the license. He said
that when a new buyer comes for-
ward, they will have to go through a
background check and the sources of
the money used to purchase the li-
cense will be traced.

According to a letter from ABC
Tiger Realty Corp., the owner of
Wolfgang Puck did approach the
owners of the license for purchase,
but a sale has not been made yet.

If the license is not sold in the next
year, it will die. According to ABC,
after a license dies a town can apply
for an additional license based on its
current population. A town is allowed
one consumption license per 3,000
residents and one distribution license
per 7,500 residents. Westfield cur-
rently has 10 consumption, one hotel
license and seven distribution li-
censes.

The council approved the renewal
of the license during their public
meeting.

In other business, the council de-
cided to postpone voting on an appli-
cation for the relocation of a single-
family home at 1 Kirkview Circle
because the utilities have not been
disconnected and final inspection
could not be completed.

Assistant Town Engineer Kris
Macaloon said that it is an oversized
lot and could potentially be subdi-
vided into three lots.

Town Administrator James Gildea
said that the owners, Robert and Joan
Vivian, are selling the property to
Joseph Buontempo and hired another
company to deconstruct the house.
He said that after the Historic Preser-
vation Committee pressured the
Vivians, they were able to contract
with a company to move the 18th-
century house to Maine.

For more information see the re-
lated story on Page 2.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
confirmed that when an application
is before one of the town boards, the
council defers decision on a demoli-
tion. However, there is no application
currently before a town board regard-
ing this property. He also raised con-
cerns about the logistics of moving
the home out of town, citing a recent
problem with moving a home in
Chatham.

First Ward Councilman Sal
Caruana said that it is his feeling that
the home is not being sold, but being
salvaged, and said he was not sure the
relocation is really going to happen.

During the public portion of the
meeting Mrs. Vivian told the council
that they were unable to find an-

Westfield Planning Board Approves Plan
To Demolish 1800-Era House on Benson

By DON WILLIAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Planning Board
voted in favor of one proposed subdi-
vision and deferred decision on an-
other, pending a revision of the
applicant’s plans and review by the
Westfield Architectural Review
Board.

Arthur Attenasio, representing
B&G Properties, presented plans for
the subdivision of 231 Benson Place
into two lots for the construction of
two single-family homes. The subdi-
vision requires no variances.

The lot is currently the site of a
historic house, dating from around
1800. However, according to Mr.
Attenasio, the house has been signifi-

cantly changed from its original form,
with several renovations and addi-
tions, and it has become “dilapidated.”

Joe Buontempo of B&G showed
the Planning Board his plans to con-
struct two Victorian-style houses with
three stories, including attics, in place
of the existing two-story structure,
one with a stone façade and a conser-
vatory in front, the other with cedar
shake and plank siding.

The stone-faced structure will be
about 60 feet wide and the cedar will
be about 45 feet wide, according to
Mr. Buontempo, who did not release
exact dimensions for the structures
he proposes to build.

Engineer Donald Guarriello, whose
firm drew up the site plan, worked

with Mr. Buontempo and the Plan-
ning Board to arrange for the preser-
vation of several trees on the site by
moving the locations of proposed
driveways and moving the houses a
few feet back from the street. He also
noted that the lot slopes 11 feet from
its rear boundary to the curb on Benson
Place and includes a 5-foot retaining
wall between the sidewalk and the
street. Another retaining wall, located
along a neighboring property line,
will be removed and replaced with a
swale that will drain runoff to the
street.

Resident Joan Miller, who lives
next door to the site, said that a pool
in the backyard has been leeching
chemicals into the soil for years, ru-
ining her vegetable garden and creat-
ing a health hazard. Ms. Miller said
Rutgers analyzed the soil about ten
years ago and deemed it a problem,
but she did not ask the owner of the
pool to do anything about it, noting
her neighbor’s status as an elderly
widow who did not have the means to
remedy the problem. Mr. Guarriello
said he was unaware of the problem
and that he will investigate it, but did
not offer a solution.

While the house is not registered
historically, it still contains several
original elements, including a spiral
staircase, fireplace and floorboards.
Mr. Buontempo has agreed to donate CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader
RUN FOR IT...Over 1,400 runners participated in the Downtown Westfield Corporation’s 5K and PizzaExtraveganza. The
winners of the race were Gene and Amanda Mitchell of Franklin Lakes, who own the Running Company on Elm Street.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FOR THE TROOPS...The USO Singers performed at the UBS Summertime
Party last Thursday. The party was to support troops in Iraq and to honor
Gladimir Phillippe and Steve Checko who were killed in the line of duty.

Voters to Decide
On Parking Deck
In Nov. 2 Election

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Voters will decide on Tuesday,
November 2 whether or not the town
should move forward with a parking
deck and mixed-use development at
Prospect and Elm Streets. Residents
have yet to see the plans for the devel-
opment. Mayor Gregory McDermott
said that the council will see them in
early September and then they will be
revealed to the public.

On Tuesday night the Westfield
Town Council passed the final read-
ing of an ordinance establishing the
non-binding referendum as: “Shall
the Town of Westfield issue approxi-
mately $10,000,000 of general obli-
gation bonds to fund the construction
of a parking structure on municipal
parking lots 1 and 8 between Pros-
pect and Elm Streets, which would
contain approximately 500 total park-
ing spaces and which bonds would be
supported by revenue derived from
parking fees and mixed-use redevel-
opment fees resulting from approxi-
mately 19 residential units and ap-
proximately 3,000 square feet of re-
tail space, and, if necessary, the levy
of ad valorem taxes upon all the tax-
able property within the Town of
Westfield?”

Westfield resident Louis Capuano
asked the council several questions in
regards to parking. He asked how
Summit built a deck with no associ-
ated development and no cost to the
taxpayers. (See the related story on
page 8.) He also questioned whether
Westfield really needs more develop-
ment.

Town Administrator James Gildea
said that all parking fees in Summit

go to the parking system and are not
used to offset taxes, as they are in
Westfield.

Resident Allen Solomon said that
with interest costs, maintenance and
the possibility of children living in
the new development, the parking
deck would cost $27.23 million over
30 years. He said that it would be less
expensive to reconfigure lots 1 and 8
and acquire more land on South Av-
enue. He said that his numbers are as
accurate as can be given the informa-
tion he has.

Jim Baker presented new parking
signs to the council indicating that lot
8 on Elm Street is available to shop-
pers on Saturdays and Sundays.

Sharon Stockwell asked if there
would be a separate meeting for the
presentation of the parking plan.
Mayor McDermott said that it would
be presented during a regular meet-
ing.

In other business, residents of the
Codding Road extension asked the
council for parking restrictions dur-
ing the school year. They said that
because the street is a dead end, there
is no place for kids to turn around,
and parked cars on both sides could
create hazardous conditions.

Mr. Gildea said that the public
safety committee will review the
request. He said he was unsure if
the ordinance that currently applies
restrictions to Codding applies to
the whole street or to just a section
of it.

In other business, the council ap-
pointed Dominic Verdick to the
Downtown Westfield Corporation and
Todd Annis to the Historic Preserva-
tion Commission.

these elements to an organization that
will use the historical items, possibly
the Westfield Historical Society.

Resident Martin Perez opposed the
proposal to cut sections out of the
existing retaining wall along Benson
Place to accommodate driveways,
citing the likelihood that soil will
wash down the slope into the street
through notches in the wall. Mr.
Guarriello responded that grass will
be planted to secure the soil, but Mr.
Perez appeared to be dissatisfied with
his response.

Members of the Planning Board
and public alike made comments re-
garding the size of the structures,
noting that they would not fit with the
character of the architecturally older
neighborhood.

Town Council Liaison James Foerst
requested that builders not always
build houses of the maximum size
allowed by law. Robert Newell also
expressed concern at the size of the
houses and the fact that the applicant
had not disclosed the size of the
planned structures, but instead sub-
mitted plans that showed footprints
for the houses far under the size per-
mitted by ordinance and smaller than
the dimensions Mr. Buontempo cited
in his testimony. Mr. Newell requested
that the plans be resubmitted with
more explicit details as to the scope
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“...awesome
smoothies.”

FITNESS SPA CAFE

MONDAY, JULY 19
• Several motor vehicles were re-

ported burglarized, two within the
1000 block of Grandview Avenue. A
Verizon cellular telephone was re-
moved from one of the vehicles, while
a pocketbook was stolen from the
other.

In a third case, which occurred on
Ripley Avenue, someone entered an un-
locked motor vehicle and removed the car
radio.

• A resident of the 1600 block of
Central Avenue reported that some-
one entered her locked, fenced back-
yard and poured rock salt around a
pin oak tree. It was the second time
such an incident occurred there, po-
lice said.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 21
• William J. Polito, 67, of Scotch Plains

was arrested at the Westfield Tennis Club
on North Chestnut Street and charged
with driving while intoxicated. He was
subsequently released to a responsible
adult.

SATURDAY, JULY 24
• Two male Westfield residents, ages

14 and 15, were charged with criminal
trespass after they were observed on a
surveillance camera allegedly attempting
to climb through a window of the
Westfield Municipal Building’s Recre-
ation Department.

The boys claimed they were trying to
get into the building’s Teen Center to play
pool. Both were released to the custody of
their parents.

SUNDAY, JULY 25
• George Deasy, 73, of Rahway was

arrested in the 1500 block of Rahway
Avenue and charged with driving while
intoxicated. He was released with a sum-
mons to a responsible adult.

MONDAY, JULY 26
• A blue Honda sustained damage while

it was parked in a municipal lot off of
Central Avenue. The rear fender and
driver’s side rear door had been scraped.

TUESDAY, JULY 27
• A resident of the 400 block of Hillside

Avenue reported that someone threw a
can of Diet Pepsi through a leaded glass
window on his house.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 28
• A Clark resident reported that his

Honda was broken into while it was parked
on South Chestnut Street and a Pioneer
compact disk player was removed.

THURSDAY, JULY 29
• Alan Bucher, 57, of Cranford was

arrested and charged with shoplifting three
bracelets worth a total of $225 from a
North Avenue store. He was issued a
summons and released.

• After being stopped for motor vehicle
violations, James Graves, 19, of Newark
and Matthew Poirier, 18, of Westfield
were arrested and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. Graves was also wanted on
contempt of court warrants out of Jersey
City and Newark. Both men were re-
leased on their own recognizance on the
Westfield charge.

development in Garwood will affect
the town positively overall and add to
the value of properties in town.

“As a homeowner, I’m happy,” Ms.
O’Hara said. “Aesthetically, it would have
been nicer to see some other kind of devel-
opment, instead of chain stores. Although, I
have to say they are all welcome additions.
Saladworks is a nice addition to the commu-
nity and something different from a
McDonalds.”

“Of course, it’ll cause increased traffic,”
Ms. O’Hara added. “If an existing business
can’t turn the town’s development into a
positive, it’s a managerial obstacle and can-
not be blamed on the new stores. The devel-
opment shows potential to have a great
positive net effect on the community.”

Mayor McCarthy also agreed that the
chain stores will only be a positive be-
cause they are unique in what they offer.

“Saladworks is pretty much salads
and sandwiches, and Quizno’s special-
izes in their breads and subs,” he said.
“It shouldn’t have any impact on main-
stays like Rusty’s, which is more of a
restaurant atmosphere. The chains are
important because if business is strug-
gling, they have the ability to sustain
through hard times.”

Saladworks owner Vinod Kapoor said
his business is flourishing and bringing
in many local youths. “We are doing
very well,” Mr. Kapoor said. “The area
is great for bringing in young people. It’s
great to see them starting the habit of
eating healthy.”

Saladworks, he said, boasts healthy
alternatives to junk food, and he is proud
of his company’s commitment to keep-
ing healthy.

“We have great mainstream food. We
don’t use any butter, oil, or animal fat,
only olive oil. We have fresh products
everyday. We make our salads fresh and
our dressings from our own recipes, and
our pastas are great. You have to try our
homemade soups. We make signature
sandwiches on Italian and sourdough
bread, along with Italian Panini sand-
wiches — straight like from Italy. We
make everything right in front of [the
customers].”

Quizno’s specializes in toasted subs,
salads, soups and catering.

Quizno’s manager Rakesh Patel also
is noticing strong business and commit-
ment by the borough to help create an
identity and enviable stores to draw
peoples’ interest. Mr. Patel said that
while the restaurant serves a wide range
of people, it is mostly a family restau-
rant, which he feels can benefit a town
such as Garwood.

“Being in Garwood is excellent,” Mr.
Patel said. “Business is good, and I
would definitely recommend the loca-
tion to another buyer.”

“Chain stores are good for a commu-
nity,” he added. “It makes a nice, stan-
dardized town to shop in. You know what
to expect and everyone is satisfied.”

Mr. Kapoor also said the Garwood
location is an enviable one, and pre-
sented the best available lot.

“This is a good location, and the best
available spot,” he said. “I would defi-
nitely recommend the location to a po-
tential buyer. The whole strip from
Westfield to Cranford will be booming
soon. It’s nice to be part of the revival of
this section. Parking is not an issue; we
have plenty of parking. We have abso-
lutely no complaints.”

Mr. Patel also found that, in the same
strip mall lot, parking is not an issue.

“We don’t notice a parking problem.
Actually, we have ample parking. Much
more than in Westfield or Cranford.”

However, complaints about parking
were raised by Garwood Chamber of
Commerce President and Krafty
Kitchen owner Rich Lefebvre.

“I know it’ll build up traffic,” he said.
“North Avenue is backed up to Burger
King. Now when I go to Westfield I try
to avoid going through North Avenue.
My main concern is where are people
going to park?”

“Between the cleaners and Westwood
they are building stores, apartments,
townhouses, gyms inside for the ten-
ants and parking in the middle. Where
are people going to park if they want to
go to the stores?” he questioned. “Shop
Rite already wants my parking. Then
you have the already existing problem
of where do commuters park?”

Mayor McCarthy said that there
already is commuter parking at Shop
Rite and that an idea to assuage com-
muter parking concerns has been sug-
gested by a councilman and is being
considered; however, he is not at lib-
erty to speak about it at this time.

Mr. Lefebvre said he has already ac-
commodated the gym (Gold Medal Fit-
ness) with parking before, but he said,
“the gym has too many people for its
parking. It’s good for business, but people
are going to park behind the ball fields at
Gumpert Field and commuters take that
up during the day.”

Mr. Lefebvre acknowledged the po-
tential draw of the strip malls and busi-
nesses but is realistic about parking con-
cerns that he feels could be problematic.

“It could be a parking nightmare,” Mr.
Lefebvre added. “Yes, it draws more
attraction to the town. The strip lot with
Quizno’s is already drawing a lot of
people. Of course I like to see more
business, I just want them to provide
parking.”

Mr. Lefebvre did say the new busi-
nesses would be good for the tax rate. “I
know for us, as a business, we kick in our
share. The town is in enough trouble as
it is in terms of taxes,” he said.

Large development is also under-
way at the empty lot on the intersection
of North Avenue and Chestnut Street.
Unfortunately, comments cannot be
made at this stage because the devel-
opment is not open for sale yet. Ac-
cording to Millenium Homes Market-
ing Director Laurie Apito, Millenium
Homes and ARC Properties are shar-
ing development. Millenium Homes
was designated as the developer and
will be in charge of the living spaces,
while ARC Properties will build and
lease the commercial portion.

The plan, as currently constituted,
calls for 20,000 square feet of retail
space and 84 residential units (44 ac-
tive adult homes and 40 two-story
apartments.) Arc Properties did not
return calls to The Westfield Leader
after repeated inquiries as of press time.

GW Borough Seeks Identity,
And Downtown Renaissance

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Goggi said. The board has three po-
tential candidates to fill the position.

They also approved the resignation
of Carol Deets, sixth-grade language
arts teacher.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS BOE

Westfield resident Rick Marano, 51,
was indicted in federal court for insider
trading after a complaint was filed by the
Securities and Exchange Commission.

Marano, who lives on Fanwood Av-
enue, is alleged to have used his position
at Standard & Poor’s for his brother and
a friend to illegally earn over $1 million.

Marano could receive more than 15
years in prison and fines exceeding $1
million if convicted.

* * * * * * *
Bruce Printz, 51, a former resident of

Woodmere Drive in Westfield, has agreed
to never practice medicine in New Jersey
again after closing his osteopathy offices

in Westfield and Woodbridge. In ex-
change, the Middlesex County
Prosecutor’s Office dropped three charges
of criminal sexual contact.

Printz admitted to kissing a 30-year-
old patient three times last October, im-
properly touching the leg of a 35-year-old
patient in February 2003 and asking a 23-
year-old patient about her sexual activity
in March 2003.

* * * * * * *
Dr. Robert Oberhand, who specializes

in otolaryngology, paid $2.5 million on
March 15, 2002 for malpractice. While
his office is on Elm Street, he sold his
Golf Edge home in 2001.

Crime and Punishment

other buyer for the house.
Mayor Gregory McDermott ex-

plained that because conditions
have not been met, since the Vivians
have not moved out of the house,
the application could not be
granted.

Mrs. Vivian explained that
deconstruction needed to begin in
August so that it could be com-
pleted by November. She said that
the sale is contingent upon gaining
approval to deconstruct the house.

Become a subscriber!
www.goleader.com

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Liquor Lic.

Westfield Recreation Events

Wrestling Camp with Glen Kurz:
Held 9 a.m.-12 p.m. on August 2-6,
for ages 7-10 and August 9-13 for
ages 11-14, at WHS Wrestling Gym.
Fee: $60/week.

Sports Squirts:  A great way to
introduce children aged 3-5 to a
variety of sports. Held 4:30 p.m. to
6 p.m. from August 23 through 27.
Online registration available:
USsportsInstitute.com, Fee: $79

Multi Sports: Children will have
the opportunity to take part in over
15 different sports from around the
world.  Held August 23 through 27.
Hours: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. for ages 5-
7. Fee: $142, or  9 a.m. to 3 p.m. for
ages 8-14. Fee: $169.  Online regis-
tration available:
UssportsInstitute.com.

Soccer Camp: Professional
coaches from United Soccer Acad-
emy offer a camp located at Unami
Park from August 16 through 20.
Hours: 9 to11 a.m. for children ages
3-7, Fee: $99 and 9 a.m.–1 p.m. for
children ages 5-14, Fee: $149.
Online registration available:
UnitedSoccerAcademy.com.

Summer Concert Series: The
concert series is held in
Mindowaskin Park under the Ga-
zebo on the following Thursday
evening from 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
The NJ Workshop for the Arts will
perform on July 29. Bring a blanket
or a lawn chair and enjoy the show!
In case of rain, the performance
will be held in the Presbyterian
Church.

Summer Playground Programs:
Held until August 12. Monday
through Friday, 9 to 11:45 a.m. and
1 to 3:45 p.m. Registration began
June 1. (Proof of age required for all
programs). The Junior Playground

is for resident children completing
Kindergarten through grade 5. Held
at local elementary schools. Fee:
$15.

Our new Teen Scene is for resi-
dent teens completing grades 6
through 8. Held in the relaxed at-
mosphere of Tamaques Park. Fee:
$25.

The department also offers a
C.I.T. Program for resident teens
ages 14 and 15.  A C.I.T. application
is required from each applicant.
Space is limited. Fee: $25

(Additional fees will be charged
for trips and events for all Summer
Playground Programs)

Teen Nights at the Memorial
Pool: Teen night swims are held
throughout the summer on Wednes-
day evenings from 8:30 to 10:30
p.m. at the Memorial Pool Com-
plex.  Teen swims are open to all
Westfield teens from 6 to 12 grade.
This program features swimming,
music, dancing, contests, special
events, etc.  Remaining tentative
dates are: August 4, August 11, Au-
gust 18, August 25 & September 1.
Cost: $3/person   Teen Swim is a
safe and enjoyable event and we
hope Westfield students come check
it out!

Consignment Ticket Program:
Discount tickets are available for
the following: Great Adventure,
Dorney Park, Hershey Park,
Morey’s Pier, Mountain Creek,
Splash Zone, Camelbeach and
Sesame Place. Call for details.

Please register for the above pro-
grams at: The Westfield Recreation
Department, 425 East Broad St.
Office: (908) 789-4080. Visit us
online at: westfieldnj.net/townhall/
recreation.

of the structures.
Mr. Attenasio requested a recess

for the applicant party to consult and
consider amending its proposal. Af-
ter this recess Mr. Buontempo re-
turned before the Planning Board
with a list of compromises. The new
conditions include that the drive-
ways be relocated to the extreme left
and right sides of the property, the
houses will be aligned parallel to the
subdivision line to keep them in char-
acter with the neighborhood, the wa-
ter table will be unchanged, the
houses will be pushed back five feet
from their original locations, and
historical items from the house will
be donated.

Resident Paul Strauchler requested
the board reject the application, cit-
ing an incompatibility between the
proposed houses and the neighbor-
hood.

“These things are going to be

Planning Bd. Approves Plan
To Demolish 1800-Era House

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

monstrous,” he said. “They are uni-
form in size in color.”

Planning Board Chairman Jay
Boyle called approval of the plans
“a very subjective decision” that
gave the board “no legal basis to
reject this totally conforming sub-
division.” Mr. Boyle voted in favor
of the approval, citing the “good-
will of the developer” who will work
with the Planning Board. The sub-
division application passed the
Planning Board by a vote of 6-2,
under the conditions Mr.
Buontempo revealed and pending
approval of the Site Plan Commit-
tee.

In a separate application, attor-
ney James Flynn presented a plan
to demolish a ranch house and a
bungalow at the corner of Massa-
chusetts Street and Boynton Ave
and to transfer 2,928 square feet
from the lot at 126 Massachusetts
Street to the adjacent property on
Boynton Ave. The action would re-
quire a variance because the larger
lot is oversized for its RS-10 zone,
which requires it have a minimum
of 10,000 square feet, but the
smaller lot is currently undersized
for its RS-8 zone, which calls for a
minimum lot area of 8,000 square
feet. The transfer of land from one
lot to the other would allow for two
houses to be built that are of similar
size, but would leave the smaller lot
undersized for the RS-10 zone that
a portion of the lot would occupy.

The Planning Board referred the
applicant to the Architectural Re-
view Board, which will meet Au-
gust 19. Chairman Jay Boyle post-
poned voting on the proposal until
September, asking the applicant to
“scale down the houses” and sub-
mit new plans.

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader
RUN BY...Over 1,400 runners participated in the Westfield Downtown 5k and
Pizza extraveganza last Wednesday night.

Fanwood Welcomes
Councilman Higgins
By MIRIAM BAMBERGER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD -- At a special council
meeting held Tuesday night, Mayor
Colleen Mahr of Fanwood officially
announced the resignation of Coun-
cilman Michael Brennan, effective July
20. According to Mayor Mahr, Mr.
Brennan recently took on greater pro-
fessional responsibilities and felt obli-
gated to resign from council.

“I was sorry to see Councilman Mike
Brennan resign,” said the mayor.

To fill the empty position on coun-
cil, the Fanwood Democratic Com-
mittee compiled a list of three candi-
dates – William Populus, Patricia
Plante, and Joseph Higgins – to serve
out the remainder of Mr. Brennan’s
term, which expires this December.

“We had three capable and qualified
candidates to choose from,” said Coun-
cilwoman Donna Dolce.

The council chose Joseph Higgins,
a two-year Fanwood resident formerly
of Woodbridge. “He has presented him-
self as an excellent candidate,” said
Mayor Mahr.

In light of the downtown develop-
ment issue in Fanwood, the council
cited Mr. Higgin’s extensive experi-
ence in land use, transportation, bud-
get planning and public-sector finance.

“He will serve us well,” said Coun-
cilwoman Katherine Mitchell.

Mr. Higgins addressed the council
at the request of Councilman Stuart
Kline and spoke briefly of his profes-
sional and personal experience.

Mr. Higgins received his Bachelor
of the Arts degree from Rutgers Uni-
versity in 1969. After serving in Ger-
many for two years as a member of
the United States Army Military Po-
lice, Mr. Higgins returned to Rutgers
University to receive his Master of
City and Regional Planning degree
and Master of Business Administra-
tion degree.

Mr. Higgins worked for New Jer-
sey Transit for 22 years, involved in
real estate and property use and oper-
ating and capital budgets. He is cur-
rently employed full-time by the New
Jersey School Construction Corpora-
tion in Newark.

Mr. Higgins also spoke of his in-
volvement in youth recreation. He
managed the Woodbridge Little
League Organization and served on
the executive board, co-founded and
coached the Woodbridge Basketball
League and co-founded and instructed
in The World of Baseball, a private
organization offering programs for
young baseball players.

Prior to being named to the borough
council, Mr. Higgins became involved
in the development plans by assuming
the volunteer position of chairman of
the Downtown Advisory Committee.

“I was anxious to get involved in
downtown development,” said Mr.
Higgins. According to Mr. Higgins,
the committee seeks resident input in
the ongoing planning process, using
tactics such as a survey that was dis-
tributed at the street fair last month.

Mr. Higgins will officially resign
from his position as member of the
Fanwood Planning Board, but will
continue to focus on gathering feed-
back from residents on the develop-
ment plans.

Mr. Higgins expressed his unoffi-
cial interest in running for reelection
this November. He resides in Fanwood
with his wife, Sherry, who is Assistant
Director in the Office of Performance
Measurement and Improvement for
the VA NJ Health Care System as well
as a member of the Fanwood Board of
Health.

Their daughter, Tara, is a television
producer in Manhattan and their son,
Joseph Jr. of Edison, is a history teacher
and assistant varsity baseball coach at
Scotch Plains – Fanwood High School.

Summit Parking Agency
Helps City Build Parking

Deck Without Raising Taxes
By MICHAEL POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD - As Westfield offi-
cials prepare to address the parking
deck issue, many comparisons will
be made to Summit’s parking situa-
tion. At Tuesday’s Westfield Town
Council meeting, resident Louis
Capuano questioned the council as
to the differences between the two
towns in terms of parking, and asked
how Summit managed to create a
deck without raising the city’s taxes.

There are two parking structures
in Summit, one by the train station
and a ‘tier-garage’ on Springfield
Avenue by the Bagel Chateau. The
tier garage was established in 1986.
The Broad Street garage was built in
1997 and cost $5.7 million to build.

City of Summit Parking Services
Director Rita McNany said that Sum-
mit didn’t pursue a mixed-use (retail
and residential) development be-
cause of the Broad Street lot’s loca-
tion. The lot’s express purpose is to
give residents who commute to the
city a centralized location to park.

She explained that in 2001, Sum-
mit created a parking agency that
receives most of the revenue gener-
ated by parking activities. She said
that the parking agency works with
the town of Summit, selling permits,
parking cards and hangtags.

Unlike Summit, whatever moneys
Westfield receives from parking ac-
tivities are funneled back to the town
budget. Ms. McNany said Summit
assuaged increasing taxes by increas-
ing parking fees from $2.00 a day to
$3.00 a day, effectively having users
fund the lots.

“Last year, we did put money back
into the budget,” Ms. McNany said.
“We put $200,000 back into the gen-
eral fund to alleviate the tax increase.
But, the garage paid for itself. Yes,
we are paying for the upkeep and
maintenance, but the lot’s always
filled.”

Ms. McNany said the Parking Ser-
vices Agency oversees 600 street
meters, all ‘open-space parking lots’
for commuters and employees, five
free shopper parking lots, and the
maintenance, upkeep and enforce-
ment of parking. The agency’s bud-

get at the end of last year was $1.5
million, not offsetting salaries and
other expenses, including the mon-
eys sent back to the general fund.

“We want a vibrant downtown,”
Ms. McNany said of the free shop-
per lots. “Certainly, we want enough
parking to support our retail and
offices along with the residents who
commute to the city. But, we want
free lots for out-of-towners to come
and enjoy the town and go to the
movies, etc.”

The agency consists of five sala-
ried parking enforcement officers, a
director and a secretary. They utilize
the city treasurer to oversee the ac-
counting of moneys from machines.
The agency is responsible for repair,
maintenance and signage of the lots.

President of Suburban Chambers
of Commerce Joe Steiner explained
that the Summit Special Improve-
ment District (SID) is a district un-
der the district management corpo-
ration.

“We are responsible for the im-
provement, maintenance and eco-
nomic vitality of the central retail
districts,” he said.

The Summit SID’s budget totals
$393,800, with $166,700 coming
from tax revenues. Mr. Steiner ex-
plained that the SID is responsible
for two parking facilities, one under
NJ Transit, one under the NJ Depart-
ment of Transportation (DOT).

“We only oversee the parking at
the rail parking lot at Union Place
and the Route 24 Parking and Ride
facility at Springfield Avenue, near
Bryant Parkway,” he said.

Ms. McNany said that the park-
ing agency is looking into using the
Internet to further promote park-
ing. “We hope to use new technol-
ogy in the Smart card to eliminate
coin collection. Soon, we hope to
be able to do most of our business
on the web.”

“It’s all about supply and demand,”
Ms. McNany said. “We are very simi-
lar to Westfield in that we have a
strong retail, residential and com-
muter area. I’m sure Westfield is
going over every possible solution
and thinking, ‘What’s the best way
to help the parking situation?’”


