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GW Borough Seeks Identity, Downtown
Renaissance With New Business Influx

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Times

Editor’s Note: This is part six of a
six-part feature on the business centers
in our area that included Downtown
Westfield, Westfield’s South Avenue
corridor, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside and Garwood.

* * * * * * *
The tiny borough of Garwood

wishes to be seen as more than just a
conduit between Westfield and
Cranford. Garwood is actively seek-
ing a new identity, and strong busi-
nesses are providing a facelift to the
borough. Having new mainstays and
the right mix of stores figures to trans-
form the former ‘Westfield stepchild’
into a borough of its own.

Only three quarters of a square
mile in size, Garwood boasts a popu-
lation of just over 4,000. Historically,
according to www.garwoodnj.com,
the Borough of Garwood declared its
autonomy on February 25, 1903. Prior
to this, the town was part of Westfield
and Cranford. At the time of
Garwood’s independence, there were
75 houses and a population of ap-
proximately 400. The name Garwood,
which was applied to the settlement
some years before the incorporation
of the borough, was in honor of
Samuel Garwood, the first president
of the Garwood Land and Improve-
ment Company.

Today, empty factory lots are be-
ing replaced by strip malls and bus-
tling businesses. The train station still

provides the borough with a strong
commuter crowd and remains a focal
point of the town.

“The economic development is only
a positive impact on our town and on
our tax base because the pieces of prop-
erty will bring in ratables,” said Mayor
Dennis McCarthy. “It’s a win-win.”

Mayor McCarthy said the business
presence “dresses up the area” and
gets rid of the broken-down factories
that were there, replacing them with
nice-looking strip malls.

“The malls have a bank and some
eateries, pretty much a little bit of
everything,” he added. “The owner of
[The Garwood Mall] has been great.
He’s gone to great extents to bring in
great retailers. It was a very selective
process and the businesses are only
doing well.”

Garwood now boasts its own Cham-
ber of Commerce, no longer associ-
ated with Westfield’s Chamber. Ex-
ecutive Director of the Westfield
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S. Plains-Fanwood BOE Criticizes
State Cap On Education Spending

By MIRIAM BAMBERGER
Specially Written for The Times

During last Thursday’s regular
Board of Education meeting, discus-
sion focused on a new piece of legis-
lation passed by the state for the 2004-
2005 fiscal year. Bill S-1701 limits
the amount of money a school district
may spend until the state can hold a
constitutional convention to address
the problem of school budgets in re-
lation to property taxes.

A board memo entitled “Poor Leg-
islation Acted on in Haste” explained
the implications of the bill. The cap
for the 2004-2005 school year budget
will drop from 3 percent to 2.5 per-
cent, cutting the allowed increase
amount by $250,000. The bill is aimed
primarily at lowering administrative
costs. According to the board, these
costs include superintendent’s and
business administrator’s offices ex-
penses, supervision expenses, liabil-
ity insurance, telephone and postage
expenses and staff development plan-
ning.

In addition, any district with a free
balance exceeding 3 percent is re-
quired to return money to the taxpay-
ers. The memo stated that the return
of surplus “flies in the face of good
financial practices and common
sense.”

Board opposition to the legislation
appeared unanimous. According to
Business Administrator Anthony Del
Sordi, 80 percent of the school bud-
get is composed of salary and fringe
benefits. However, several members

implied that the cap on budget in-
crease would negatively impact the
quality of education in the district.

“The bottom line is, it will be nec-
essary to cut programs, cut staff, in-
crease class size,” said Vice President
Thomas Russo, criticizing the state’s
actions. However, the board didn’t
elaborate as to which programs would
be impacted, and didn’t outline a plan
of action.

Board member Betty Anne Woerner
echoed similar comments, calling the
cap “totally outrageous.” Margaret
Ames, a Scotch Plains resident and
member of the standing legislation
committee of the Parent Teacher As-

sociation, also criticized the bill. Resi-
dent Jodi Hines added similar com-
ments. Mrs. Hines also questioned
the hazardous conditions of the ten-
nis courts in LaGrande and Forest
Road Parks used by the SPFHS tennis
team.

In other news, Director of Spe-
cial Services Thomas Beese read a
state report evaluating the district’s
special education program, which
cited positive comments as well as
areas for improvement.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol Choye gave the
superintendent’s report to the board.

FW Residents Oppose Over-Devel.
Of Postage Stamp Residential Lots

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood residents Matthew and
Maryann Ziolkowski withdrew their
application for a minor subdivision
of their property at 174 Burns Way,
after Fanwood Planning Board Mem-
bers indicated to them that they were
inclined to deny their application
during the regular meeting of the
Fanwood Planning and Zoning Board
of Adjustments on July 28.

Several board members stated that

the intent of previous zoning boards,
as outlined in the Borough’s Master
Plan, clearly indicated that residen-
tial lots should not be subdivided into
smaller lots with denser housing. Al-
though a few board members stated
that they were inclined to vote favor-
ably, believing that residents had a
right to do what they wanted with
their property, the majority of board
members indicated that they would
deny the application.

Several residents of the Burns Way

neighborhood attended the meeting
and voiced their objections to the
proposal. Objectors to the subdivi-
sion stated that they purchased their
homes in Fanwood because they liked
the larger residential lots and did not
want to see Fanwood go the way of
towns like Irvington and Jersey City,
with houses packed together on post-
age-stamp-sized lots. One after an-
other, residents repeatedly decried the
practice of “overdevelopment” as they
stepped up to the podium. The board
would not accept a petition signed by
dozens of residents into evidence as
ordinance dictated that the applicants
had the right to cross-examine all

SP Council Passes
Six-Year Capital

Funding Ordinance
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

On Tuesday, the Scotch Plains
Township Council passed a six-
year, $1.75-million capital funding
ordinance for the purchase of new
equipment in the township public
works and parks and recreation de-
partments and for Scotch Hills
Country Club.

Slightly more than $1 million of
the funding will go towards the
replacement of aging equipment in
the public works department, in-
cluding new backhoes, dump
trucks, loaders, a vacuum street
sweeper, a leaf-collection machine
and a paving machine. Approxi-
mately $220,000 will be used to
buy equipment for the parks and
recreation department, and another
$200,000 will be used to purchase
new equipment for the township-
owned golf course.

The breakdown of expenses over
the 2004-2009 period is as follows:
$212,000 this year, $343,000 in
2005, $581,000 in 2006, $224,000
in 2007, $244,000 in 2008 and
$110,000 in 2009. Adjustments
could be made to the spending lev-
els and the sequence of purchases
over the six-year period.

In other business, at the council’s
only scheduled meeting for the
month, Township Manager Tho-
mas Atkins said that most of the
road-resurfacing program has been
completed this year. Jerusalem
Road was the first to be completed,
in late April, and since late May, 20
other projects in Scotch Plains have
been completed, with only a hand-
ful remaining. In addition, three of
the four storm sewer projects have
also been completed.

The council also approved a spe-
cial use permit allowing Country
Cottage Antiques on Park Avenue
to place small items that it sells
near its front and rear entrances.
The store has done this for the past
two years.

Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta
recommended that the council dis-
allow Country Cottage from dis-
playing items that were, in Mr.
LaCosta’s words, “abused,” or in
some obvious disrepair, because of
the negative aesthetic effect those
items would have on the downtown
area in general.

The Council passed a resolution
formally accepting a $10,000 Spe-
cial Improvement District (SID)
Challenge Grant from the State De-
partment of Community Affairs
(DCA) to pay for part of the ex-
pense associated with the year-long
effort to investigate the establish-
ment of a SID in downtown Scotch
Plains. The Council passed a simi-
lar resolution last month, but DCA

MTV Seeks Area
Teens For Show

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The MTV Music Television Net-
work will be in Scotch Plains next
week seeking teenagers and young
adults who are looking to transform
their lives on television.

Representatives from the network’s
show “Made” will be at the Scotch
Plains Library on Bartle Avenue on
August 12 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. for
an open casting call to fill out the
show’s upcoming season.

Library Director Meg Kolaya told
The Times that MTV has been “look-
ing for places to tie in to teens” and,
after doing similar casting calls at
other libraries in the New York met-
ropolitan area, “saw the region as a
fertile area for teens.”

On every episode of “Made,” one
willing candidate embarks on a mis-
sion to transform his or her life in a
vastly updated, and hipper, version of
“Pygmalion.” There could be a high
school jock secretly yearning to play
the lead in the school play, the com-
puter geek who wishes to be a jock,
the “ugly duckling” who wants to be
transformed into a swan or the shy
kid who wants to turn into a serial
dater of sorts.

Applicants must be between 15
and 21 years old. MTV stresses that it
isn’t interested in fame-seekers, mod-
els, professional singers, rappers or
movie stars. A multi-page applica-
tion with more detailed information
can be obtained at the Library or via
MTV’s website (www.mtv.com, un-
der Casting Call/Made). This paper-
work must be completed prior to the
casting call next week.

Mrs. Kolaya said that participation
is open to anyone from any commu-
nity, adding that she is looking for at
least 20 people to take part.

Fanwood Welcomes
Councilman Higgins

By MIRIAM BAMBERGER
Specially Written for The Times

At a special council meeting held
Tuesday night, Mayor Colleen Mahr
of Fanwood officially announced the
resignation of Councilman Michael
Brennan, effective July 20. Accord-
ing to Mayor Mahr, Mr. Brennan re-
cently took on greater professional
responsibilities and felt obligated to
resign from council.

“I was sorry to see Councilman
Mike Brennan resign,” said the mayor.

To fill the empty position on coun-
cil, the Fanwood Democratic Com-
mittee compiled a list of three candi-
dates – William Populus, Patricia
Plante and Joseph Higgins – to serve
out the remainder of Mr. Brennan’s
term, which expires this December.

“We had three capable and quali-
fied candidates to choose from,” said
Councilwoman Donna Dolce.

The council chose Joseph Higgins,
a two-year Fanwood resident formerly
of Woodbridge. “He has presented
himself as an excellent candidate,”
said Mayor Mahr.

In light of the downtown develop-
ment issue in Fanwood, the council
cited Mr. Higgin’s extensive experi-
ence in land use, transportation, bud-
get planning and public-sector fi-
nance.

“He will serve us well,” said Coun-
cilwoman Katherine Mitchell.

Mr. Higgins addressed the council
at the request of Councilman Stuart
Kline and spoke briefly of his profes-
sional and personal experience.

Mr. Higgins received his Bachelor
of the Arts degree from Rutgers Uni-
versity in 1969. After serving in Ger-
many for two years as a member of
the United States Army Military Po-
lice, Mr. Higgins returned to Rutgers
University to receive his Master of
City and Regional Planning degree
and Master of Business Administra-
tion degree.

Mr. Higgins worked for New Jer-

sey Transit for 22 years, involved in
real estate and property use and oper-
ating and capital budgets. He is cur-
rently employed full-time by the New
Jersey School Construction Corpora-
tion in Newark.

Mr. Higgins also spoke of his in-
volvement in youth recreation. He
managed the Woodbridge Little
League Organization and served on
the executive board, co-founded and
coached the Woodbridge Basketball
League and co-founded and instructed
in The World of Baseball, a private
organization offering programs for
young baseball players.

Prior to being named to the bor-
ough council, Mr. Higgins became
involved in the development plans by
assuming the volunteer position of
chairman of the Downtown Advisory
Committee.

“I was anxious to get involved in
downtown development,” said Mr.
Higgins. According to Mr. Higgins,
the committee seeks resident input in
the ongoing planning process, using
tactics such as a survey that was dis-
tributed at the street fair last month.

Mr. Higgins will officially resign
from his position as member of the
Fanwood Planning Board, but will con-
tinue to focus on gathering feedback
from residents on the development plans.

Mr. Higgins expressed his unoffi-
cial interest in running for reelection
this November. He resides in Fanwood
with his wife, Sherry, who is Assis-

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
NIGHT OUT...America’s Night Out Against Crime was celebrated at Allen Augenstine Park in Scotch Plains on Tuesday
night. The program for youths was sponsored by the Scotch Plains Police Department. The DARE program had many events
for kids, including a clown making balloon animals.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
WIRE FIRE...On Monday morning a down wire melted the roadway at North and
Hetfield Avenues in Fanwood. The road was closed until the late afternoon,
causing traffic delays.
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FW District Recognized Nationally
As Important Historic Landmark

By MIRIAM BAMBERGER
Specially Written for The Times

Following the special meeting on
Tuesday night where Mayor Colleen
Mahr swore in Councilman Joseph
Higgins, the borough council held a
regular agenda meeting at 8 p.m.

Mayor Mahr announced that a dis-
trict of Fanwood Borough along
Martine Avenue has been named to
the National Registry of Historic
Places after being approved by the
State as a historic landmark. Mayor
Mahr noted that it is an honor for the
borough to be recognized nationally

for its historic value.
The agenda included a notice that

the grass area behind the municipal
building will be reserved for a Police
Benevolence Association (PBA) pic-
nic on August 22 and a Public Safety
Awareness Day on September 12.

The council noted that fund alloca-
tions must be added to the annual
budget to accommodate two emer-
gency grants to the Fanwood Police
Department in the amounts of $4,000
and $2,600.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion approving two new members of
the Fanwood Fire Department, Nicho-
las Bagar and Nicholas Route.

A Recreation and Community
Services resolution was passed to
retain the services of the architects
who built the Fanwood senior cen-
ter in order to complete the kitchen
as promised. According to Mayor
Mahr, an architect is necessary to
complete the project because the
borough must be in accordance with
various codes pertaining to fire
safety and ventilation for major
appliances.

The council also approved a re-
quest by Borough Engineer Joseph
Pryor to be paid on a fixed rate rather
than an annual salary. It was decided
that an amendment should be drafted
to allow leeway for future borough

architects to decide which payment
method they would prefer.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Fanwood resident Evan Tho-
mas expressed concern over a flood-
ing problem on Carsam Avenue near
Martine Avenue. According to Mr.
Thomas, there was a standing water
problem prior to the heavy rainstorms
last week, and following the storm
there was severe flooding in that area.
Mr. Pryor said that the borough is
working on drainage problems on
Corielle Avenue and Crest Lane in
that neighborhood.

In other news, Pat Hoynes was ap-
pointed as the new secretary of the
Fanwood Planning Board. Also, fol-
lowing the resignation of Deputy
Court Administrator Sharon Iras,
Martha Marino has been appointed
as Acting Deputy Court Administra-
tor. Ms. Marino will be temporarily
available in case of an emergency in
the interim while the borough con-
ducts interviews to permanently fill
the position.

At the next regular agenda meet-
ing, the council plans to recognize
Fanwood students who completed a
program through the summer reading
group study of the 200th anniversary
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition.



Page 8 Thursday, August 5, 2004 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

     ,     ,     
            www. o n t h e s i d e n j . c om

“...awesome
smoothies.”

FITNESS SPA CAFE

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

FRIDAY, JULY 23
 • Curtis Dais of Plainfield was arrested

and charged with burglary. A resident of
Valleyscent Road woke up at 2 a.m. to
find a man lying on her living room floor.
She left her home and went to a neighbor’s
home to use the telephone to call police.
Mr. Davis was arrested with out incident.
Mr. Davis was processed and transported
to The Union County Jail.

• A Martine Avenue resident reported
that her mailbox was removed from its
post. The mailbox was last seen on July
22.

• A Morgan Way resident reported that
her mailbox was removed from its post.
The mailbox was last seen on July 23. The

victim is unsure if mail was in the box at
the time of the theft.

• A Parkwood Drive resident reported
that his concrete stanchions at the end of
his driveway were knocked over. The
incident occurred sometime between 9
p.m. on July 22 and 8:30 a.m. July 23.

• A Country Club Boulevard resident
reported that someone made five with-
drawals from her banking account total-
ing $5,000. The victim doesn’t know who
it could be.

SUNDAY, JULY 25
• A Front Street resident reported that

once a guest left her home she noticed a
gold bracelet missing from out of her
bedroom.

GW Borough Seeks Identity,
And Downtown Renaissance

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Chamber of Commerce and Garwood
resident Alison O’Hara said the new
development in Garwood will affect
the town positively overall and add to
the value of properties in town.

“As a homeowner, I’m happy,” Ms.
O’Hara said. “Aesthetically, it
would have been nicer to see some
other kind of development, instead
of chain stores. Although, I have to
say they are all welcome additions.
Saladworks is a nice addition to the
community and something differ-
ent from a McDonalds.”

“Of course, it’ll cause increased
traffic,” Ms. O’Hara added. “If an
existing business can’t turn the
town’s development into a positive,
it’s a managerial obstacle and can-
not be blamed on the new stores.
The development shows potential
to have a great positive net effect on
the community.”

Mayor McCarthy also agreed that the
chain stores will only be a positive be-
cause they are unique in what they offer.

“Saladworks is pretty much sal-
ads and sandwiches, and Quizno’s
specializes in their breads and subs,”
he said. “It shouldn’t have any im-
pact on mainstays like Rusty’s,
which is more of a restaurant atmo-
sphere. The chains are important
because if business is struggling,
they have the ability to sustain
through hard times.”

Saladworks owner Vinod Kapoor
said his business is flourishing and
bringing in many local youths. “We
are doing very well,” Mr. Kapoor
said. “The area is great for bringing in
young people. It’s great to see them
starting the habit of eating healthy.”

Saladworks, he said, boasts
healthy alternatives to junk food,
and he is proud of his company’s
commitment to keeping healthy.

“We have great mainstream
food. We don’t use any butter, oil
or animal fat, only olive oil. We
have fresh products everyday. We
make our salads fresh and our
dressings from our own recipes,
and our pastas are great. You have
to try our homemade soups. We
make signature sandwiches on
Italian and sourdough bread, along
with Italian Panini sandwiches —
straight like from Italy. We make
everything right in front of [the
customers].”

Quizno’s specializes in toasted
subs, salads, soups and catering.

Quizno’s manager Rakesh Patel
also is noticing strong business and
commitment by the borough to help
create an identity and enviable
stores to draw peoples’ interest.
Mr. Patel said that while the res-
taurant serves a wide range of
people, it is mostly a family res-
taurant, which he feels can benefit
a town such as Garwood.

“Being in Garwood is excellent,”
Mr. Patel said. “Business is good,
and I would definitely recommend
the location to another buyer.”

“Chain stores are good for a com-
munity,” he added. “It makes a nice,
standardized town to shop in. You
know what to expect and everyone
is satisfied.”

Mr. Kapoor also said the Garwood
location is an enviable one and pre-
sented the best available lot.

“This is a good location, and the
best available spot,” he said. “I
would definitely recommend the
location to a potential buyer. The
whole strip from Westfield to
Cranford will be booming soon. It’s
nice to be part of the revival of this
section. Parking is not an issue; we
have plenty of parking. We have
absolutely no complaints.”

Mr. Patel said that, in the same strip
mall lot, parking is not an issue.

“We don’t notice a parking prob-
lem. Actually, we have ample park-
ing. Much more than in Westfield or
Cranford.”

However, complaints about park-
ing were raised by Garwood Cham-
ber of Commerce President and Krafty
Kitchen owner Rich Lefebvre.

“I know it’ll build up traffic,” he
said. “North Avenue is backed up to
Burger King. Now when I go to
Westfield I try to avoid going through
North Avenue. My main concern is
where are people going to park?”

“Between the cleaners and
Westwood they are building stores,
apartments, townhouses, gyms in-
side for the tenants and parking in
the middle. Where are people going
to park if they want to go to the
stores?” he questioned. “Shop Rite
already wants my parking. Then

you have the already existing prob-
lem of where do commuters park?”

Mayor McCarthy said that there
already is commuter parking at Shop
Rite and that an idea to assuage
commuter parking concerns has
been suggested by a councilman
and is being considered; however,
he is not at liberty to speak about it
at this time.

Mr. Lefebvre said he has already
accommodated the gym (Gold
Medal Fitness) with parking before,
but he said, “the gym has too many
people for its parking. It’s good for
business, but people are going to
park behind the ball fields at
Gumpert Field and commuters take
that up during the day.”

Mr. Lefebvre acknowledged the
potential draw of the strip malls and
businesses but is realistic about
parking concerns that he feels could
be problematic.

“It could be a parking nightmare,”
Mr. Lefebvre added. “Yes, it draws
more attraction to the town. The
strip lot with Quizno’s is already
drawing a lot of people. Of course I
like to see more business, I just
want them to provide parking.”

Mr. Lefebvre did say the new busi-
nesses would be good for the tax
rate. “I know for us, as a business,
we kick in our share. The town is in
enough trouble as it is in terms of
taxes,” he said.

Large development is also under-
way at the empty lot on the intersec-
tion of North Avenue and Chestnut
Street. Comments cannot be made
at this stage because the develop-
ment is not open for sale yet. Ac-
cording to Millenium Homes Mar-
keting Director Laurie Apito,
Millenium Homes and ARC Prop-
erties are sharing development.
Millenium Homes was designated
as the developer and will be in
charge of the living spaces, while
ARC Properties will build and lease
the commercial portion.

The plan, as currently constituted,
calls for 20,000 square feet of retail
space and 84 residential units (44
active adult homes and 40 two-story
apartments.) Arc Properties did not
return calls to The Times after re-
peated inquiries as of press time.

A motion to approve the public and
private out-of-district placements
for students with special needs for
the 2004-2005 school year was
passed. Funds for public school
placements totaled $1,413,118 and
funds for private school placements
totaled $2,043,479. The board also
approved scheduled field trips for
SPFHS during the upcoming school
year.

Dr. Choye presented plans for a
new program focusing on character
development, writing, student mo-
tivation and engagement and data
implementation. Board members
agreed to review the proposals and
report back with comments at a later
date. The board also passed a mo-
tion by Dr. Choye to acknowledge
all gifts and donations made to the
schools during the past school year.
The personnel report issued by Dr.
Choye was approved as well.

In other business, the board
passed a motion by Mr. Del Sordi to
approve the transportation contract
renewal with Vogel Bus Co, Inc. for
$21,583.14 to St. Joseph High
School and Bishop Ahr High School,
as well as a joint agreement with
Westfield Board of Education to
transport seven Westfield students
at the cost of $3,684.94.

Mr. Del Sordi also introduced a
motion to award a lease purchase
bid to J.P. Morgan Leasing, Inc.,
which was passed with board mem-
ber Susan Dyckman abstaining. The
board renewed membership and par-
ticipation in both the Union County
Educational Services Commission
Cooperative Pricing System and the
School Alliance Insurance Fund.
The board voted to accept No Child
Left Behind Consolidated Grant Al-
locations for the upcoming school
year totaling $124,418. According
to policy, Mrs. Dyckman read aloud
the BOE Code of Ethics.

The next regular public meeting
of the Scotch Plains – Fanwood
Board of Education will be held on
Thursday, August 26, at 7:30 p.m.
in the Administration Building.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F BOE

objectors in person.
Board members and residents also

discussed the potential worsening of
storm water run-off and flooding in
the area by an increase in impervious
coverage. The board discussed storm
water mitigation remedies as a pos-
sible condition of approval.

Mr. Ziolkowski stated that they
were seeking this subdivision as an
investment in their future and that
someday they might want to build
another house on the second lot for
their children, but had no intentions
of developing the second lot at this
time.

Some of the residents expressed
their hopes that this issue would not
divide their neighborhood and many
reiterated their fondness for the
Ziolkowski’s. However, residents also
said that they did not believe that the
land would not be sold to a developer
in the near future.

By withdrawing their application
prior to a vote by the board, the appli-
cants retained their right to re-submit
the application at a later date, much to
the consternation of their neighbors,
who booed the Ziolkowski’s last-
minute withdrawal.

In other business, the board heard
testimony from a professional plan-
ner regarding the South Avenue De-
velopment application. In April,
Messercola Brothers submitted an
application for a 10,000-square-foot
development on the corner of South
Avenue and First Street. This was the
fourth meeting hearing the continua-
tion of that application.

The applicant is applying for a park-
ing variance due to insufficient park-
ing for the three-story mixed-use
building, which includes retail and
office space as well as 12 two-bed-
room, residential units. The size of
the building requires approximately
60 to 70 parking spaces, depending
on how the space is divided. However
the application proposes 48 parking
spaces in the rear lot. Nine additional
spaces of street parking on South
Avenue are also proposed to alleviate
the deficit.

Peter Steck of Maplewood, profes-
sional planner for the applicant, told
the board that the peak parking usage
for commercial, retail and residential
units were at opposite times, thereby
alleviating the need for all of the
spaces to be available simultaneously.
The applicant has also proposed to
waive the certificates of occupancy
for some of the commercial and retail
space until the applicant has proven
that the existing parking is sufficient
for initial occupancy. Board Chair-
man Gregory Cummings said that he
would be amenable to such a condi-
tion.

First Street resident Jim Conahan
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that the developer offered to
purchase his property, which abuts
the proposed parking lot; however,
the offer was not sufficiently close to
the market value for his property and
he declined the offer. Mr. Conahan
told The Times that headlights from
cars as well as the height of the build-
ing would diminish the quality of
privacy that he now enjoys. He said
he would be more amenable to a two-
story building. The developer has
agreed to erect a fence and to plant a
landscaped buffer along the perim-
eter of the parking lot to diminish the
glare of headlights into Mr. Conahan’s
rear windows.

Other concerns voiced by neigh-
boring residents included increased

Become a subscriber!
www.goleader.com

Fire Breaks Out at St. Paul’s Church
During Severe Storm Last Week

By BENJAMIN B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD  – Last Tuesday, July
27, Westfield was hit with a big
storm that caused significant dam-
age. This storm kept the Westfield
Fire and Police Departments busy
with a high volume of calls.

During the storm, the Westfield
Fire Department responded to a fire
alarm at St. Paul’s Church on East
Broad Street. Upon arrival there was
a smoke condition in the lobby.
Westfield firefighters quickly lo-
cated the source of the fire in the
second floor of the steeple above the
vestibule.

Firefighters contained the fire to
the second floor before it could
spread to the roof.

Westfield Deputy Chief Daniel
Kelly said, “Firefighters made an
aggressive attack during adverse
weather conditions, containing the
fire to the steeple. And further,
firefighters had to operate through a
very narrow man-way to the fire
floor, which hampered access to the
fire floor.”

As a result of the fire, the steeple
suffered structural damage.

Cranford responded to back up
the Westfield firefighters in case of
a firefighter injury. There were no
firefighter injuries reported. While
Westfield and Cranford remained
on scene, Kenilworth and Spring-
field fire departments covered head-
quarters.

The church has an ongoing resto-
ration project in progress, but the
fire was unrelated to the restoration
process. The cause of the fire ap-
peared to be electrical in nature.

The fire department received 17
flooding condition calls, five wire-
down and power outage calls, one
natural gas leak call and one water
rescue call. All the calls where re-
ceived between 4:30 and 8 p.m. Ad-
ditional calls were received after 10
p.m.

The Westfield Fire Department re-
sponded to Crossway Place for the
water rescue call. Upon arrival, the
victim was removed from the haz-
ardous condition by Westfield Po-
lice Department. The woman’s car
became disabled in the floodwaters
and Sergeant Matthew Cassidy of
the Westfield Police Department res-
cued the victim from the vehicle.
Police were at the scene for 20 min-
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 WF Council Renews
Liquor License; Tables

Deconstruction Vote
By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday
night’s conference meeting, the
Westfield Town Council discussed
the renewal of a pocketed liquor
license.

The license formerly belonged
to Wyckoff’s on North Avenue, and
has been pocketed since its closure
in 1998. The license is owned by
109 North Avenue LLC, and repre-
sented by Arthur Attenasio.

The State Department of Alco-
holic Beverage Control (ABC) has
made a special ruling to extend the
license for one more year. “Unless
the license is being actively used at
an approved site on or before June
30, 2005,” it will not be renewed.

According to Town Clerk Ber-
nard Heeney, the owners have peti-
tioned the state to show that they
have made an effort to sell the li-
cense. He said that when a new
buyer comes forward, they will have
to go through a background check
and the sources of the money used
to purchase the license will be
traced.

According to a letter from ABC
Tiger Realty Corp., the owner of
Wolfgang Puck did approach the
owners of the license for purchase,
but a sale has not been made yet.

If the license is not sold in the
next year, it will die. According to
ABC, after a license dies a town
can apply for an additional license
based on its current population. A
town is allowed one consumption
license per 3,000 residents and one
distribution license per 7,500 resi-
dents. Westfield currently has 10
consumption, one hotel license and
seven distribution licenses.

The council approved the renewal
of the license during their public
meeting.

In other business, the council
decided to postpone voting on an
application for the relocation of a
single-family home at 1 Kirkview

Circle because the utilities have
not been disconnected and final
inspection could not be completed.

Assistant Town Engineer Kris
Macaloon said that it is an over-
sized lot and could potentially be
subdivided into three lots.

Town Administrator James Gildea
said that the owners, Robert and
Joan Vivian, are selling the property
to Joseph Buontempo and hired an-
other company to deconstruct the
house. He said that after the His-
toric Preservation Committee pres-
sured the Vivians, they were able to
contract with a company to move
the 18th-century house to Maine.
(For more information see related
story on Page 2).

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
confirmed that when an applica-
tion is before one of the town
boards, the council defers decision
on a demolition. However, there is
no application currently before a
town board regarding this prop-
erty. He also raised concerns about
the logistics of moving the home
out of town, citing a recent prob-
lem with moving a home in
Chatham.

First Ward Councilman Sal
Caruana said that it is his feeling
that the home is not being sold, but
being salvaged, and said he was
not sure the relocation is really
going to happen.

During the public portion of the
meeting Mrs. Vivian told the coun-
cil that they were unable to find
another buyer for the house.

Mayor Gregory McDermott ex-
plained that because conditions
have not been met, since the Vivians
have not moved out of the house,
the application could not be
granted.

Mrs. Vivian explained that
deconstruction needed to begin in
August so that it could be com-
pleted by November. She said that
the sale is contingent upon gaining
approval to deconstruct the house.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, JULY 19
•  Several motor vehicles were re-

ported burglarized, two within the
1000 block of Grandview Avenue. A
Verizon cellular telephone was re-
moved from one of the vehicles, while
a pocketbook was stolen from the
other.

In a third case, which occurred on
Ripley Avenue, someone entered an un-
locked motor vehicle and removed the car
radio.

•  A resident of the 1600 block of
Central Avenue reported that some-
one entered her locked, fenced back-
yard and poured rock salt around a
pin oak tree. It was the second time
such an incident occurred there, po-
lice said.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 21
•  William J. Polito, 67, of Scotch Plains

was arrested at the Westfield Tennis Club
on North Chestnut Street and charged
with driving while intoxicated. He was
subsequently released to a responsible
adult.

SATURDAY, JULY 24
•  Two male Westfield residents, ages

14 and 15, were charged with criminal
trespass after they were observed on a
surveillance camera allegedly attempting
to climb through a window of the
Westfield Municipal Building’s Recre-
ation Department.

The boys claimed they were trying to
get into the building’s Teen Center to play
pool. Both were released to the custody of
their parents.

SUNDAY, JULY 25
•  George Deasy, 73, of Rahway was

arrested in the 1500 block of Rahway
Avenue and charged with driving while
intoxicated. He was released with a sum-
mons to a responsible adult.

MONDAY, JULY 26
•  A blue Honda sustained damage while

it was parked in a municipal lot off of
Central Avenue. The rear fender and
driver’s side rear door had been scraped.

TUESDAY, JULY 27
•  A resident of the 400 block of Hill-

side Avenue reported that someone threw
a can of Diet Pepsi through a leaded glass
window on his house.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 28
•  A Clark resident reported that his

Honda was broken into while it was parked
on South Chestnut Street and a Pioneer
compact disc player was removed.

THURSDAY, JULY 29
•  Alan Bucher, 57, of Cranford was

arrested and charged with shoplifting three
bracelets worth a total of $225 from a
North Avenue store. He was issued a
summons and released.

•  After being stopped for motor ve-
hicle violations, James Graves, 19, of
Newark and Matthew Poirier, 18, of
Westfield were arrested and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana. Graves was also wanted
on contempt of court warrants out of
Jersey City and Newark. Both men were
released on their own recognizance on the
Westfield charge.

Residents Oppose Over-Devel.
Of Stamp Residential Lots
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Westfield resident Rick Marano, 51,
was indicted in federal court for insider
trading after a complaint was filed by
the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion.

Marano, who lives on Fanwood Av-
enue, is alleged to have used his position
at Standard & Poor’s for his brother and

a friend to illegally earn over $1 million.
Marano could receive more than 15

years in prison and fines exceeding $1
million if convicted.

* * * * * * *
Bruce Printz, 51, a former resident of

Woodmere Drive in Westfield, has
agreed to never practice medicine in
New Jersey again after closing his oste-
opathy offices in Westfield and
Woodbridge. In exchange, the
Middlesex County Prosecutor’s Office
dropped three charges of criminal sexual
contact.

Printz admitted to kissing a 30-year-
old patient three times last October, im-
properly touching the leg of a 35-year-old
patient in February 2003 and asking a 23-
year-old patient about her sexual activity
in March 2003.

* * * * * * *
Dr. Robert Oberhand, who specializes

in otolaryngology, paid $2.5 million on
March 15, 2002 for malpractice. While
his office is on Elm Street, he sold his
Golf Edge home in 2001.

Crime and Punishment

traffic congestion and flooding due to
the addition of impervious coverage.
A detention basin, as well as a system
of inlets and swells, is part of the plan
to direct storm water out to the sewers
on First Street.

The application will also be re-
viewed by the New Jersey State De-
partment of Transportation, which
will make recommendations to alle-
viate traffic problems at the intersec-
tion. The applicant proposed to in-
stall sidewalk bump-outs to slow traf-
fic along the building’s South Avenue
perimeter.

The hearing will continue at the
board’s next agenda meeting, sched-
uled for Monday, August 16.

officials requested a new one due to some
problems with the formal wording of the
July resolution.

At the start of its meeting, Police Chief
Mark Zyla presented four officers – Brian
Donnelly, Jeff Briel, Paul Belford and
Kevin Lonergan – who were recently pro-
moted to the rank of Sergeant. These four
appointments round out the new upper
echelon in the Police Department, joining
Chief Zyla and Lieutenant Brian Mahoney,
both of whom assumed their positions in
the early spring.

utes. Three other vehicles where
stranded at Crossway Place due to
the severe flooding.

Westfield Fire House Two also suf-
fered basement flooding and mini-
mal damage to back-up equipment.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
DNC PARTY...On Thursday night local Democrats gathered at the home of
Freeholder Alexander Mirabella to watch the Democratic National Convention
on television. Pictured, from left to right, are: Freeholder Mirabella, Phyllis
Mirabella, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
and Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada.

tant Director in the Office of Perfor-
mance Measurement and Improve-
ment for the VA NJ Health Care Sys-
tem as well as a member of the
Fanwood Board of Health. Their
daughter, Tara, is a television pro-
ducer in Manhattan and their son,
Joseph Jr. of Edison, is a history
teacher and assistant varsity baseball
coach at Scotch Plains – Fanwood
High School.


