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JONES, VUONO COMBINE FOR 3-HITTER BUT LOSE

St. Joseph’s ‘Posse’ Corrals
‘James Gang’ Softballers, 4-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defense and superb pitching played
a major role in the outcome of a
showdown between Angels Division
leader St. Joseph and up-and-coming
St. James in St. Bartholomew’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
action at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on July 29. Backed by a de-
fense that performed no less than six

heroic plays, “wily veteran No. 2”
Frank Chupko spread out the “James
Gang’s” nine hits to pull out a 4-3
victory.

Chupko gave up three hits in the
first inning but yielded only one extra
base hit the entire game, a triple to
Kevin Marron (1-for-1, 1 RBI, 1 run
scored). St. James pitchers Howie
Jones and Dennis Vuono, who alter-
nated innings, limited the Joe boys to

just three hits – a double to Damon
Roth and singles to Bob Guy and
Dennis Hercel. Unfortunately, for the
“Gang”, four errors accounted for all
of the Joe boys’ runs.

St. Joe’s defense turned two double
plays, the first initiated by shortstop
Amilcar Monroy to second baseman
Mike Jonny to first baseman Marty
Bernstein and the second initiated by
third baseman Gerry Spitzer to Jonny
to first baseman Hercel. Damon Roth
made two major league catches in
leftfield and Monroy added two more

KAMINS, GULLES EACH TRIGGER 2-RUN HOME RUNS

FOMSA Hunters Track Down
Midway Ave., 9-5, in Playoffs

CIHANOWYZ’S BRILLIANT DEFENSE SECURES WIN

No. 1 St. Aloysius Roars Back,
Paralyzes St. Mark, 11-8, in 8

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Hunter Avenue softball men,
sponsored by Green Grass Landscape,
sank the Midway express with a salvo
of six runs in the first inning, then
cruised to a 9-5 victory in Game 1 of
the best-of-three playoff series of the
Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Asso-
ciation (FOMSA), at Forest Road Park
in Fanwood on July 29.

“Pitching and defense has been our
bread and butter all along during this
whole run, while offensively we hit
from top to bottom and that has won

us championships in the past,” ex-
plained Hunter team captain Frank
Cuccaro. “Today, we came out so
intense and so fired up. We set our
focus by putting on the pressure and
we were able to do that right off the
bat. We were patient, got some pitches
we could hit and we were able to find
some holes. Throughout, we wanted
to keep in touch with the intensity but
during the middle of the game, we hit
a lull period and we kind of sat back
a little, but their pitcher settled down
and did a great job against us.”

Midway pitcher Tony Colicchio

permitted 12 hits, seven in the first
and five in the third inning. Brian
Gulles pummeled a two-run blast and
tripled. Hunter veteran pitcher Al
Manzi muzzled the Midway guns
through three innings, then yielded
nine hits and one free pass.

“I like to keep them off-balance by
mixing it up with change ups while
trying to hit my spots. I was doing
that more early than later in the game,”
said Manzi. “These guys are all past
baseball players, so they’re used to
seeing the ball coming at them 85
MPH. My softball pitch comes in at
40 MPH, so that isn’t going to fool
anybody and you’re not going to throw
the ball by anyone.”

Hunter slugger Steve Kamins used
the “thunder stick” to poke an RBI
single and crunch a monumental 330'
shot into parts unknown. Joe Penczak
and Paul Ewing each had two RBI.
Scott Stogner and Brian Keller each
thumped an RBI.

Third baseman Chris Kluckas made
a fantastic leaping snag off a rising
liner from the barrel of Midway’s
Jack White; however, the neatest play
came from Paul Ewing when he pur-
sued Steve Ditrilio’s shot to deep left
and fired off a laser home to catcher
Stogner in time to make the out.

Eight Hunters came out firing hits
and trampled the plate six times in the
bottom of the first. Kluckas walked,
then after Cuccaro singled, scored on
Stogner’s single to center. Kamins
tapped an RBI single. Mike Ewing

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

St. Aloysius overcame its six-in-
ning offensive inefficiency, erupting
with four runs in the seventh inning
and then adding three more in the
eighth to paralyze St. Mark, 11-8, in
St. Bartholomew’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League action at Jerseyland
Field in Scotch Plains on July 30. St.
Al leftfielder Bob Cihanowyz put on
a magnificent defensive exhibition,
making no less than five spectacular
catches, three in the final three in-
nings, to neutralize the positive-
charged St. Mark’s offense.

Cihanowyz’s second great catch, a
super stab of a liner on the foul side of

the leftfield line, ended a St. Mark
rally in the fourth inning.

After that catch, teammate Joe
Romash stated, “It’s not a game until
Bobby makes a play like that. It’s an
official game now.”

His third catch prevented additional
runs in the sixth, and his next two
were made in the eighth to seal the
win. St. Al centerfielder Scott Curtis
made a fine running catch in the fourth,
third baseman Mike Walch made a
great diving catch in the second and
first baseman Jim Steger made a fine
scoop in the first, but what really
brought smiles to St. Al’s faces was
Mark Fugett’s scampering snare in
right field in the fifth inning

“He looked like a garbage truck
with no tires,” snickered teammate
Neal LaStrange affectionately.

St. Mark turned a 1 (Tony Radice)-
6 (Frank Pepe)-3 (Mark Romaine)
double play in the second inning.
Pepe added two fine second-to-first
putouts. Leftfielder Malcolm Boone
and centerfielder Marty Marks had
fine catches and pitcher Radice cov-
ered first effectively to get a nice
putout.

Both teams totaled 13 hits, but St.
Al pitcher Al Betau yielded only one
walk while his teammates managed
to harvest seven. St. Al’s Tom
Rutkowski went 2-for-2 with two runs
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Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOLDING HIM AT THIRD…Hunter Mike Ewing, No. 6, appears to disregard
the holdup sign from third base coach Scott Stogner, No. 24. Ewing later trampled
the plate on Joe Penzack’s RBI sacrifice.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LAUNCHING A SAC FLY TO LEFT…St. “James Gang” batter Mike Camfield launches an RBI sacrifice fly to leftfield
in the second inning against the St. Joe “Posse” on July 29. The “Posse” corralled the “James Gang”, 4-3.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE PLAY BUT SAFE…“James Gang” second baseman Jim Hoelzel puts the
tag on, but St. Joe base runner John Reynolds touches safely in the nick of time.


