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JON M. BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ
MITTERHOFF

GRABAS & WOODRUFF

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000
E mail: jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
Personal Injury Law

Do You Have To
Go To Court?
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YOU CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE�

For information call 908-709-7518 – or – visit us online at www.ucc.edu

My UCC
As an adult returning to school after
many years, I count my experience
at UCC among the best of my life. 

Diana Broccoli, UCC ‘04 

R E G I S T E R  T O D A Y !

Your UCC
� Choose from Over 90 Programs of Study or 

English as a Second Language (ESL)
� Fall ‘04 Semester begins September 1 (Register until Sept. 7)

� Fall ‘04 Late Start classes begin September 14
� Flexible class schedules ... days, nights or weekends

� Transfer as a Junior to prestigious 4-year colleges or Universities
� Still only $73 per credit (Union County residents)

� Learn from home with Online Courses or Telecourses
For information call 908-709-7518 or 

visit us at www.ucc.edu

 

Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce 
presents 

 

Classic Car Shows 2004 
 

 
 

6:30pm – 9:00pm 6:30pm – 9:00pm 
Downtown Westfield 

Upcoming dates:   
Wednesday, August 11 

 

Cars  Family Fun  Music 
with “Cruisin’ Eddie” 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Wednesday, August 11th

GOP Candidate Release for Freeholder

County Must Take Lead
In Town Pedestrian Safety

COUNTY – “Due to aggressive devel-
opment in the county, the traffic seems
like bumper cars out there,” note Joe
Renna, Patricia Quattrocchi, Frank Arena
and Bruce Paterson, Republican candi-
dates for Union County Freeholder. “The
pedestrians are dodging in and out. Pe-
destrian safety should be a paramount
issue in every town. The county must lead
the way.”

Union County received grants for
studying the traffic on the North Avenue
corridor and the Route 22 corridor for
some time now.

“These studies have a habit of dragging
on and also take on an appearance of
awarding ‘no-bid’ contracts for the do-
nors to the freeholder political party. One
study recently concluded with no solid
suggestions,” adds Mr. Paterson. “Mean-
while, there have been recent deaths or
major injuries such as the young boy on
Lincoln Avenue in Cranford, the three
people on Broad and North Avenues in
Westfield, the young woman on South
Avenue in Garwood, a young man on
Route 1 in Rahway and a child on Route
22 in Union. The residents are waiting
and are angry that no corrective action is
being addressed.”

“Since traffic studies are measured in
volumes and then identified by grades,
we should increase the pedestrian’s aware-
ness of how dangerous the street or inter-
section they are crossing may be,” noted
Ms. Quattrocchi. “Normally, each town’s
DPW paints the various crosswalks and
street markings in white. For the heavy
traffic flow streets, as well as the streets
where the speed limit is 35 miles per hour,
the DPW should put a yellow stripe along
with the usual white striping. Where the
traffic is rated dangerous or the speed
limit is 50 mph, each DPW should paint a
red stripe among the white crosswalks
and street markings. Whether driving,
walking along or crossing, one would see
the colors and instantly know what level
of danger is inherent on that particular
street. All towns should be consistent.”

“Many light poles have that special
button that changes the light for you so

you don’t wait that long,” said Mr. Arena.
“Since the senior citizens, mothers with
baby carriages and children walking their
bikes walk slower and can’t rush, I sug-
gest that either this button or an additional
button be changed to activate a slightly
longer sequence when the light is green so
the mother with the baby can actually
cross the street in enough time.”

“Many times at a stoplight on single-
lane roads, drivers pull up on the right
side or the right shoulder ,so when the
light turns green, they can speed up and
get in front of you,” said Mr. Renna.
“Many times I have seen pedestrians al-
most make it across the street but are still
in front of my car when the light changes.
The driver on the right takes off and
nearly hits the pedestrian. I would push
for legislation that dictates that drivers on
the inside lane have the right of way.
What if that driver on the inside lane is
turning left? That makes the outside lane
driver start off real slow to make sure that
inside lane driver is or is not turning.”

The Republican candidates for Free-
holder stress that pedestrian safety issues
are important, and do not feel that the
current Union County Freeholder Board
is paying enough attention to them.

“The Democrat Freeholder Board is
spending hundreds of millions of dollars,
but they are not addressing the issues that
are important to the residents of Union
County. They are wasting hundreds of
thousands of dollars on politically ori-
ented communications and are not get-
ting to life and death issues like pedes-
trian safety,” the Republican freeholder
candidates concluded.

The freeholder candidates can be
reached for more information: contact
Joe Renna at (908) 709-0530 or
joerenna@joerenna.com, Patricia
Quattrocchi at (908) 789-9078 or
sajobsq@aol.com, Frank Arena at (908)
518-0659 or arena_frank@emc.com,
Bruce Paterson at (908) 654-1392 or
mrunioncounty@aol.com. Contact the
Union County Republican Committee at
(908) 789-0200 or
info@unioncountygop.com.mailto:farena@above.net.

When the Charles Kushner story hit the
news, I, like everyone else, was fascinated
by the antics going on. Politics, sex and
money always make for an interesting
read. Kushner, you will recall, is said to
have contributed hundreds of thousands of
dollars to Political Action Committees
(PACs) around the state. This appears to
be undeniable, though certain groups would
like to disagree. The rest of the story…well,
who really knows as of this writing.

It got me to thinking about “Pay to
Play,” an expression used to describe the
practice of business professionals giving
campaign contributions to candidates on
local, county and state levels with the
expectation of receiving government con-
tracts without having to bid. “Pay to Play”
is a pleasant sounding way of saying
“Kickback.” You give my group or me
the money and I’ll kick back the work to
you or your group (usually 100-fold). Or
in some cases, a plumb government job
may be the ultimate payoff sought by a
well-heeled contributor.

The research manager in me couldn’t
resist the temptation to check out the NJ
Election Commission website database
of campaign contributions – the “to
whom” and “from whom” for Union
County being especially tantalizing. The
search results can be summed up in one
word – interesting.

The next step is to compare just which
professional firms are doing work for the
county – again, interesting, or perhaps
outrageous is a better word.

This system of “I’ll scratch your back
if you scratch mine” shortchanges the
small- to medium-sized businesses, as

well as the taxpayers in Union County.
Undoubtedly there are solo practitioners
or small firms out there who would be all
too eager to handle a legal case or two,
and probably at a lower fee, but they just
can’t compete with the large firms who
contribute thousands annually and thus
receive the work. Then, there is the me-
dium-sized engineering firm who receives
the work but whose profit margin de-
creases because there is an expectation of
regular, sizable contributions to the
“cause” to garner repeat business – the
installment plan, if you will.

I don’t want to hear that these no-bid
contracts go to certain firms because they
are “specialized” and better suited to do
the job. It certainly appears that they are
especially specialized at writing big
checks. In fact, recently, one firm’s ex-
ecutive officers pleaded guilty to filing
fraudulent tax returns in order to conceal
illegal campaign contributions in another
county. They are also doing business here
in Union County.

It is time to break this chain of events.
It is time to stop large no-bid contracts. It
is time to keep Union County business in
Union County using Union County firms.
It is also time to stop wasting the taxpayer’s
money. Support me and my running mates
in November by voting for Joe Renna,
Patricia Quattrocchi, Frank Arena and
Bruce Paterson. Help us keep Union
County an affordable place to live, raise
your children and work.

To volunteer or learn more about us,
contact info@unioncountygop.or call
908-789-0200. We welcome your inquir-
ies, but we won’t promise you work.

Resident Seeks Parking Deck Financial
Details From Mayor and Council

Dear Westfield Mayor and Town Coun-
cil:

 I request that the following additional
questions to my E-mail of July 24 be
addressed at the hearing on August 3:

1. The cost of the Summit Parking
Deck in 1997 was $5,700,000 for a very
similar size and construction. Based on
the typical construction cost escalation of
3-1/2 to 4 percent per year from 1997 to
2003 and a cost escalation in 2004 of 8
percent the cost today would be approxi-
mately $8,100,000. Why is the cost of the
Westfield Parking Deck 25 percent higher
at $10,000,000?

2. Westfield has said that in order to
finance the bond they will obtain addi-
tional revenues from guaranteed leases of
residential and commercial areas and also
the possibility of additional taxes to be
paid by all the residents of Westfield.

Summit has said that they have fi-
nanced their bond entirely from the in-
come from the parking fees.

The yearly fee of the parking deck in
Summit is $625 for residents and employ-
ees, $1,165 for non-residents. The yearly
fee for Westfield without the deck is
$702.

Westfield has said that Summit has
more parking spaces and therefore more
income to support their bond.

Summit has 15 parking lots and
Westfield has 9 parking lots. Summit has
1,514 income producing parking spaces
and Westfield has 1,428 income produc-
ing spaces. Summit has 5 Park-n-Shop
lots with 432 spaces where parking is free
to customers. Summit has 561 street
meters and Westfield has an unknown
number.

Summit metered parking is free after 5
p.m. Westfield metered parking is free
after 8 p.m.

Has Westfield looked at Summit as the
“Best Demonstrated Practice” to provide
a parking deck without additional taxes to
the residents? It is very hard to understand
when interest rates are lower now than in
1997 that there is a potential of additional
taxes to pay for the Bond. The Westfield
Parking Deck Financial Plan needs to
very clear as to why additional taxes are
needed for this necessary undertaking
before Westfield residents can be asked
to vote in November.

Louis Capuano
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

CAMPAIGN RELEASE

By Pat Quattrocchi, Candidate for UC Freeholder
with Joe Renna, Bruce Paterson and Frank Arena

Pay to Play Is Alive and Well
In Our County Government

 New Jersey Politicians
Honor World War II Veteran

By MIRIAM BAMBERGER and
BENJAMIN B. CORBIN

Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

On Monday, Senator Jon Corzine
and Retired Lieutenant Colonel of
the United States Marine Corps Steve
Brozak honored veteran Milton Gross
for his tour of service to this country
during World War II.

Senator Corzine and Mr. Brozak
visited Mr. Gross at the Westfield
home of his son-in-law, Bruce
Regenstreich. Mr. Regenstreich
served as a delegate to the Demo-
cratic National Convention in Bos-
ton last week, which was also at-
tended by Senator Corzine and Mr.
Brozak, who spoke at the conven-
tion. Mr. Brozak is the Democrat
candidate for congress in the Sev-

enth Congressional District which
includes Westfield.

Surrounded by his wife, Ruth, fam-
ily and friends, Mr. Gross was
awarded a plaque and American flags
to commemorate his service. The flag,
from Senator Corzine, was flown over
the nation’s capitol. The flag from
Mr. Brozak was flown over the Ma-
rine Corp Memorial at Iwo Jima.

Mr. Regenstreich organized the
ceremony to honor Mr. Gross, who
landed in France on day two during
the D-Day invasion of WWII.

“When people talk about the ‘Great-
est Generation’ - he exemplifies the
‘great’ in that phrase, and I am proud
to call him my father,” said Mr.
Regenstreich.

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GREATEST GENERATION...Surrounded by family in Westfield, Mr. Milton
Gross is honored for his service in WWII with flags from Senator Jon Corzine
(second from left) and congressional candidate Steve Brozak (far left).

Westfield DNC Delegate Says
He’s Proud to Be An American

This was my first national political
convention. I went as a Democratic Del-
egate from New Jersey. I left with a label
and came home understanding that labels
should not define anyone’s predisposi-
tion for a particular candidate or a particu-
lar cause. If you were fortunate enough to
witness the keynote address of Barak
Obama, Senatorial Candidate from Chi-
cago, you would understand what I mean.
I write this on [last] Wednesday morning.
John Edwards and John Kerry have not
yet spoken.

Mr. Obama said it best when he said,
“there’s not a liberal America and a con-
servative America; there’s the United
States of America. There’s not a black
America and white America and Latino
America and Asian America; there’s the
United States of America. The
pundits…like to slice and dice our coun-
try into red states and blue States: red
states for Republicans, blue States for
Democrats… There are patriots who op-
posed the war in Iraq, and there are patri-
ots who supported the war in Iraq. We are
one people, all of us pledging allegiance
to the stars and stripes, all of us defending

the United States of America.”
I met a woman who was under the

impression that my hometown, Westfield,
was a “Republican” town. I told her that
it was a town like most others, where
parents want their children to be well
educated, where they want their govern-
ment to be responsive and not oppressive,
where they want to feel safe in the streets
and learn the values that make our coun-
try great.

If I learned anything from my unique
experience, it is this: we live in the
greatest country in the world, where
anyone can grow up to be, and accom-
plish, what they set their hearts and
minds upon. Whatever anyone’s politi-
cal views are, this country has a system
in place that allows them to express
those views and to move toward what-
ever their idea is of what a better
America might be.

My experience at a national conven-
tion has never made me prouder to be an
American.

Bruce Regenstreich
Westfield


