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A Reader writes: Could you print
the poem “On Human Relations”? I
heard you speak about it and it meant
a lot to me.

Answer: Here it is. “On Human
Relations,” which highlights the dif-
ferent dimensions of emotions and
human relations, covers the gamut of
feelings we all experience. The author
is anonymous:

On Human Relations
The greatest comfort — kindness.
The greatest handicap — fear.
The nicest feeling — appreciation.
The worst mistake —bitterness.
The best help — clear thinking.
The greatest power — love.
The sorriest pain — anxiety.
The most needless burden — false

guilt.
The most pleasant attitude — cheer-

fulness.
The highest barrier — false pride.
The most wasteful action — self-pity.
The deepest need — understanding.
The brightest hope — personal ma-

turity.
The most pressing ache — loneliness.
The greatest problem — the self.
The most constant need — self-

assurance.
The saddest feeling — rejection.
The greatest yearning —. tenderness.
The sweetest joy — romance.
The swiftest resolution — self-

knowledge.
- Anonymous

A Young Adult Writes: I have an
identical twin sister. Our mother raised
us as if we were one. She always
dressed us alike, combed our hair the
same way (whether we liked it or not),
put us in the same classes in school
and, in general, had the same expecta-
tions of us. My sister didn’t care; I did.

I’ve never been my own person and
whenever I tried to talk to her about it,
she said I should feel blessed to have a
sibling with whom to share every-
thing. I’m in college and seeing a nice
guy, but my mother wants me to “go
slow” until my sister finds someone so
we can double date and feel we’re on

the same wavelength.
I’ve kept my anger in for years, and

I’m ready to tell my mother off. Do
you see any reason not to?

Answer: Your readiness to confront
your mother is long overdue. It is unfor-
tunate that your mother felt she had to
control your lives the way she did with-
out realizing that you and your sister,
although being identical twins, had your
own, specific needs and feelings. You
never had the opportunity to individu-
ate and become your own person.

You have every right to make your
own decisions re your boyfriend. Sit
down with mom, pour your feelings
out (show her this response if you
want), and tell her you are in command
of your life, and you will make the best
decisions possible. Good luck becom-
ing the real you!

A future mother-in-law writes: My
son “Gregg” (disguised name) is mar-
rying “Alice” (disguised name) in Oc-
tober. Alice is a nice woman, divorced
with three young children. We have no
problems, and I stay clear of interfer-
ing with their lives.

However, I am very opposed to the
wedding ceremony. I will walk down
the aisle with my son, but Alice insists
that her three children be part of the
proceedings. Since these are not my
son’s children, I do not see why they
have to be part of the procession; this
only states to the guests that she had
been married before. Your response,
please.

Answer: I commend you for not being
involved in your son’s personal affairs,
but I do feel you would be making a grave
error if you let your feelings be known re.
the wedding ceremony.

Alice and Gregg should be the only
ones to work out the plans. It appears
that they are proud of their family. In
this day and age, there is no shame
attached to Alice’s divorce situation. I
am sure you do not want to alienate
anyone. Accept your son’s decisions
and enjoy the children. Do not miss out
on the joys of being a grandparent.
Loosen up a bit!

Reader Says Deck Development
Opponents Not All Misinformed

Reader Praises WHS
Music, Drama Teachers

Over the past several months, I have
enjoyed reading The Westfield Leader-
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times’ profiles
on the budding theatrical careers of some
of the tremendously-talented students who
performed in Westfield High School’s
recent musicals such as Evita and Pirates
of Penzance.

I couldn’t help but notice that, while the
names of the students change from article
to article, the names of their mentors do
not. Most of these young people, if not all,
credit WHS’ Music Director Bill Mathews
and Drama Teacher Joseph Nierle for fu-
eling their passion for performing and for
teaching them how to do it well.

The students’ repeated recognition of
their teachers for the positive influence
they have had on their lives stands as a
real tribute to Mr. Mathews and Mr.
Nierle. They are to be congratulated.

Susan Dyckman
Fanwood

Reader Claims Gov.
Misuses Public Funds
Westfield Democratic Chair Kenneth

Rotter’s letter in The Leader complains
about a 5x7 postcard he received from
Michael Ferguson three-and-a-half months
prior to the election. While I agree that
elected officials should not spend public
money on campaign promotions I also be-
lieve Mr. Rotter must be living in a vacuum.

I can’t turn on the TV or radio without
hearing and seeing Governor James
McGreevey promoting himself. I have a
folder full of promotional material I re-
ceived from Governor McGreevey saying
how much he has done for New Jersey.
Radio commercials where you hear the
Governor saying how he “fixed” EZ Pass,
TV commercials showing Governor
McGreevey with a trailer full of people
who committed insurance fraud. As Chair
of the Westfield Democratic Party, Mr.
Rotter should ask who is paying for Gov-
ernor McGreevey’s campaign commer-
cials 15-and-a-half months before the elec-
tion and at a time when he must borrow
$2.7 billion to close the state budget.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

Taxpayer Resents Use
Of Money for Mailings

The same day I read Mr. Rotter’s letter
in the July 29 Times, I received the second
“update” from Congressman Ferguson.

This one informed me that “Ferguson
votes for Child Nutrition Improvement
and Integrity Act.” It also notes that, “this
mailing was prepared, published and
mailed at taxpayer expense.”

As a taxpayer, I resent the use of my tax
dollars for what is in effect campaign
literature. In fact, the only difference be-
tween this “update” and a campaign ad-
vertisement is that we are paying for the
update. I’ve emailed Congressman
Ferguson about this but have not received
a response.

I urge taxpayers of whatever political
persuasion to contact Congressman
Ferguson and let him know you resent his
misuse of tax dollars.

Victor Sloan, MD
Scotch Plains

The attitude set forth in the July 29th
letter of Jacques Andre is typical of many
of the proponents of the garage. If you
agree with them you are being influenced
by facts. If you disagree, then you refuse
to believe the facts.

He complained of misinformation be-
ing abundant and with that I agree. How
many times did the proponents of the
present plans have to withdraw, correct or
deny the “facts” provided by themselves
and the contractors and developers?

We were all treated to Joe Spector’s
dire warnings of empty stores if we didn’t
build a huge parking deck behind his
building. In the Record Press, July 30,
2004, he is quoted as stating that “down-
town business is strong…There’s a lot of
interest…there are more people that own
businesses looking for retail space than
locations (available).” It is this type of
duplicity that breeds misinformation.

Mr. Andre also joins that long line of
omniscient people who know better than
the voters. Will anyone forget Mr.
Betancourt, responding to a proponent of
the referendum, when he said he had his
“finger on the pulse of the voters” and that
he knew what they wanted? Now that the
garage has proved an embarrassment, he
is in favor of a referendum to check and
see if his finger was on the pulse or
elsewhere.

Mr. Andre claims that the referendum
will “not represent the will of the people
because only a percentage will vote and
many of those will be uninformed or,
worse yet, misinformed.”

I guess it is important for those who
know better than the voters to prepare
themselves for the defeat of their unpopu-
lar plan by convincing themselves that
the rabble that disagrees with them is
“uninformed or misinformed.”

We were constantly told that the
project would support itself and wouldn’t
cost the taxpayers a dime. (Remember E-
Z Pass?) Now that a referendum question
is needed we are told that the bonds can-
not be backed by the revenue of the project
because there would not be sufficient
revenue; they must be general obligation
bonds backed by the taxes of Westfield.

Does Mr. Andre really have to won-
der about the source of the misinforma-
tion? If so, what about the embarrassment
when the Parking Department had to ad-
mit that its long-flaunted permit list had
never been properly vetted?

I don’t take the position that no garage
is needed, nor do I say we have no problem.
I do say that the present plans have been
steeped in duplicity, contradiction and such
bad public relations that I do not have any
trust in their viability. I suggest that a few
people who “know better than the voters”
decided what they thought was good for
Westfield and did everything they could to
make the facts support their conclusion.

Mr. Andre’s comments are insulting
to the voters of Westfield and I trust that
these voters will turn out in large numbers
to respond.

A. John Blake
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Danaide – A water wheel, consisting

of two tapering shells, one within the
other.

2. Cleronomy – Inheritance; heritage.
3. Bleb – A small blister or swelling on

the skin or plants.
4. Subtiliation – The act of making thin.

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

STUPRATION
1. The act of curling or coiling
2. The process of chewing and swal-

lowing
3. Rape; violation by force
4. Intimidation; humiliation

SCHATCHEN
1. A marriage broker
2. A hobo; tramp
3. A dancer
4. A small bell similar to a sleighbell

TETTIX
1. A tumor
2. A cicada
3. A scar
4. A tyrant or despot

RONION
1. A pretender to learning; a quack
2. A fool or imbecile
3. A mangy, scabby animal
4. A chiropractor

Editorial on Spending Is Well-Meaning,
But Does Not Address Bigger Issues

Reader Fears Infringement of
Freedom of Expression

WF Parent Applauds
‘Y’ Camp Programs

I appreciate your giving me the time
and space to thank the Westfield “Y.” My
children have been involved in it’s camp
programs since 1994 and before my kids
are fully grown, and in a time filled with
fear, reluctance and at times hate, I must
say how thankful my husband and I are
for the camp programs at the “Y.”

The counselors and directors of each
camp my children have been involved
with have always been friendly, helpful
and encouraging.  They are respectful of
my children’s feelings and at times of
trouble, have been understanding and
compassionate.  They encourage fun and
help us parents get through stressful days
at work by knowing our kids are safe and
well taken care of.

I’m sorry that I have not done this
before, I but hope that the counselors
today and those who have moved on with
their lives will know that we are thankful
beyond words for their kindnesses.

The Westfield “Y” has a lot to be proud
of, so again thanks!

Elyce Hirtler
Westfield

Your July 29 editorial regarding Union
County freeholders’ use of taxpayer funds
for mass mailings, while well-meaning,
focuses on the wrong issue.

You correctly point out that it’s diffi-
cult to determine whether these mailings
are legitimate constituent communica-
tion or wasteful and unfair self-promo-
tion. For argument’s sake, let’s assume
they’re the latter and that our elected
representatives squandered $625,000 of
our hard-earned money on such corre-
spondence last year. That would be inex-
cusable. But it’s also just a tiny fraction of
a $271.4 million county budget that’s
filled with waste of far higher magnitude.

I’d love to see The Leader truly fulfill
its civic obligation by embarking on more
enterprising coverage of the rest of the
county budget – where the real spending

is. Your subscribers deserve more prob-
ing reporting that would expose the un-
told millions in thinly veiled patronage
for incompetent political supporters – the
no-show jobs, no-bid contracts and in-
flated salaries – that drain hundreds of
dollars out of the average homeowner’s
pocket each year.

Sadly, few levels of government are
free of such waste. Consequently, the
paper also would be better served by a
more thorough look at municipal and
school-district finances. The fact that your
editorial must cite a Star-Ledger article
about the county mailings rather than The
Leader’s reportage, for instance, should
be an embarrassment.

Justin Schack
Westfield

We did celebrate Independence Day
just a month ago, did we not? Is this
country still about freedom and the ability
to use the press as means to express one-
self without persecution? Then why has
Michelle LePoidevin’s Pen & Ink col-
umn disappeared immediately following
the uproar over her defense of The Pas-
sion? (By the bye, for those who feel Ms.
LePoidevin should be shunned from po-
litical/religious statements since she is
“merely” the A&E editor, refer to the
previous sentence, which includes a
“movie”).

To this end, I agree with Mr. Ratner’s
letter last week in response to Mrs. Wood’s
letter the prior week. To be fair, Pen & Ink
was the best – and sometimes only – inter-
esting, thing to read on certain weeks.
When I would pick up The Leader that is,
when Pen & Ink was still in syndication, I
would always turn immediately to the back
rather than to the front. Pen & Ink gave this

publication color, fashioned a certain comi-
cal and rightly cynical look at Hollywood,
and delivered brutal truth to entertainment
issues of the day – things we thought but
couldn’t articulate on as well as Ms.
LePoidevin could in her column.

But what grates me more than anything
is an issue much greater than this town, an
ever-growing itch on a national scale.
Why does it seem that, since the day Ms.
LePoidevin came out on the defense of a
heated topic that bordered on what many
Christians felt was verbal religious perse-
cution, she has hence been silenced? Free-
dom of Expression? Evidence to the con-
trary. Is this what America has come to?
Defend your religion and receive a muzzle
for your bravery and bold stance? Free-
dom of Speech. Freedom of the Press.
Beginning to feel a bit hypocritical in
here.

Billy Callahan
North Plainfield

What Is the Point of a Referendum
If No One Knows Mayor’s Plan?

At Tuesday night’s Westfield Town Council meet-
ing, the council approved the final reading of a
referendum for the November 2, election, asking if
residents want a parking structure with mixed-use
development at Prospect and Elm Streets. The
referendum reads that the parking structure will
cost $10 million in general obligation bonds, leav-
ing the taxpayers on the line for the debt.

While we applaud the mayor and council for
finally acknowledging the public clamor over their
proposals and for realizing that they need to hold a
referendum for this project, they are still not forth-
coming. What is the point in having a referendum if
no one, including the council members, knows
what the plan is that the mayor dreamt up in June?
He made this spontaneous proposal without even
knowing if the developer would move forward with
his plan, whatever the plan is.

Mayor Gregory McDermott promised the public
in June that all details and financials of his plan
would be ready and printed in the newspapers in
full by the first week of July. When July came, he
said: “I didn’t get it done.” It’s now August, the
mayor’s going on vacation and the next council
meeting is over a month away.

There must be no viable plan; otherwise the
information would have been divulged as prom-
ised. And if there is no plan, how did the mayor
come to his revolutionary vision in June? If this is
just politics to outwait or confuse the public, we
don’t think that it will work. There are too many

smart and informed people watching.
This entire spectacle is inexcusable. Nearly $1

million has been spent in the past year hiring
special counsel and experts – planning two large
developments that few residents seem to want. The
price of parking permits and parking tickets have
been jacked up, ticketing has become relentless,
business permits have been rescinded and there are
more rules and restrictions than “Carter has little
liver pills.” Yet, parking spaces in lots remain un-
used.

Many residents are mad and the taxpayers are
about to be stuck with a large debt obligation – for the
general obligation bond of a project no one seems to
have a clue about. Too many meetings have occurred
behind closed doors with the developer. The public
still hasn’t been told what’s going on.

Being that it is August, and the council doesn’t
meet again until after Labor Day, residents can’t
hope to see a set of plans until then. This gives them
a little less than two months until the November
referendum vote to review the plans, analyze the
financials and ask questions. Is this enough time to
review the largest and most controversial project
Westfield has ever undertaken?

We realize that it has become a political morass
and that the politicians are frightened. Too bad. It’s
past time that the plan was more than an illegible
napkin drawing or a nighttime vision of the mayor.
Either plans and full financials exist or they don’t.
Let’s hear the real story.

Letters to the Editor
GOP County Chairman Expresses Disappointment
Over Editorial Cartoon Published in Leader/Times

I heard about the editorial cartoon in your
July 29 edition, but did not actually see it
until today [Tuesday]. I am disappointed in
it, to say the least, mainly because I believe
it unfairly paints the future of our great
Republican party with past failings.

Over the next two years, you will see a
marked change in the way the Union County
GOP organization approaches issues and
supports our candidates. We have begun a
targeted, grass-roots effort to enlist new
Republicans throughout Union County.

We also have begun an effort to reach
out to unaffiliated voters and disaffected
Democrats who may not agree with every
aspect of the GOP’s national platform, but
shake their heads in disgust at the all-
Democrat freeholder board’s out-of-con-
trol spending (now at $1 million a day and
rising); the extravagantly hideous monu-
ments to government waste (witness the
new County Police HQ being built on
North Avenue in Westfield); the county
contracts bought by five-figure contribu-
tions from out-of-county businesses under
clouds of criminal activity (e.g., the Hudson
County-based RAM Insurance and insider-
trader Ron Manzo); the rampant nepotism
that pervades hiring decisions, and the all-
Democrat county elected officials’ shame-
less use of taxpayer dollars to promote
themselves to the public, typically in the
highlighted incumbent’s election year.

On that last issue, I also had an opportu-
nity to see your editorial on the abuse by
the Democrat freeholder board of tax-
payer-funded mailers. I hope that you will
revisit this issue. There are clear standards
set out under the ELEC regulations - stan-
dards that the all-Democrat Union County
freeholder board clearly flaunts and ig-
nores, perhaps due to stupidity, or arro-
gance, or maybe both.

There is a key section of the New Jersey
Administrative Code (NJAC 19:25-10.10)
that applies to government newsletters,
television commercials and even web sites.
There is no question that the Democrat
freeholder board’s mailings in past years
and, undoubtedly, anything mailed, shown
on TV or on the Internet after today’s date,
will be in violation of the clear mandate of

state law prohibiting such communica-
tions within 90 days of an election. The
problem is that no one bothers to point it
out or enforce the law. Until now.

NJAC 19:25-10.10 states that “a written
statement, pamphlet, advertisement or . . .
broadcast matter or statement, communi-
cation, or advertisement delivered or ac-
cessed by electronic means, including, but
not limited to, the Internet, that does not
contain an explicit appeal . . . or for the
election or defeat of a candidate” is a
prohibited “political communication” if it
meets the following conditions:

1. The communication is circulated or
broadcast within 90 days of the date of any
election in which the candidate on whose
behalf the communication is made is seek-
ing . . . elected office;

2. The communication is circulated or
broadcast to an audience substantially com-
prised of persons eligible to vote for the
candidate on whose behalf the communi-
cation was made;

3. The communication contains a state-
ment or reference concerning the govern-
mental or political objectives or achieve-
ments of the candidate; and

4. The production, circulation or broad-
cast of the communication, or any cost
associated with the production, circulation
or broadcast of the communication, has
been made in whole or in part with the
cooperation of, prior consent of, in consul-
tation with, or at the request or suggestion
of the candidate. Nothing contained in the
above shall be construed to require report-
ing of a communication by an incumbent
officeholder seeking reelection if the com-
munication is in writing and is made to a
constituent in direct response to a prior
communication received from that con-
stituent, if it is circulated or broadcast for
the sole and limited purpose of communi-
cating governmental events requiring con-
stituents to make applications or take other
actions before the date of the upcoming
election, or if it is circulated or broadcast to
constituents for the sole and limited pur-
pose of communicating facts relevant to a
bona fide public emergency.”

In looking at the last two years of mail-

ings, particularly those within the last few
weeks before the general election, it is
impossible for the freeholders to argue that
their communications are not “political” in
nature. This practice must stop and the
candidates should be required to reim-
burse the taxpayers for the cost of these
mailings - postage, printing, layout, photo-
graphs, staff time, etc., in each of the last
two years for the extravagant cost, which
the Star Ledger recently reported was ap-
proximately $625,000 of taxpayer money.

You should also be aware that Senator
Tom Kean, Jr., along with Assemblymen
Eric Munoz, M.D. and Jon Bramnick have
introduced legislation that toughens up
these regulations and sets forth strict re-
porting requirements. It is my opinion that
the all-Democrat freeholder board’s past
mailings (in prior campaigns) are in direct
violation of these regulations and that any
mailings received between now and the
election that are sent out by the County
must be scrutinized. This issue will not go
away between now and Election Day, and
I hope that you and your colleagues in the
media will go beyond the surface which
has been barely scratched to shine a light
on the Democrat freeholder board on this
and other issues that pervade arrogant one-
party governance.

This leads to a couple questions: Why
didn’t any of the freeholders comment pub-
licly on this? Why are they hiding behind
the County Democratic Chair and the County
Manager? Shouldn’t The Freeholders them-
selves be the ones responding to these is-
sues? Why is the Democratic Chair the one
in another newspaper explaining the intent
of “non-political” county literature? How
can the individual freeholders legitimately
explain the “coincidence” of their being
highlighted in mailings the same time they
are running for re-election? In many in-
stances, the mailers include “first person”
columns or comments from the incumbent.
It can’t be questioned that they are commu-
nications “made in whole or in part with the
cooperation of, prior consent of, in consul-
tation with, or at the request or suggestion of
the candidate.”

The only question left is when will the
Union County Democrats write a
$625,000 check and reimburse the tax-
payers of Union County for the propa-
ganda they force-feed us.

Maybe just one big fundraiser with their top
pay-to-play contributors should do the trick.

Phil Morin, Chairman
Republican Committee of Union County
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