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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING THE OATH…New Superior Court Judge in Union County, Frederic
Kessler, was sworn in last Friday afternoon in Elizabeth. Pictured above, from the
left, are: children Matthew and Lisa Kessler, wife Roberta Kessler, Judge Kessler
and his mother, Bernice Kessler.

LOCAL LEGEND…New York Yankees legend Phil Rizzuto, center, cuts the
ribbon, officially opening a new park named in his honor in the Township of Union
on July 21 as Union County Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada, fourth from
right, and Freeholders Chester Holmes, third from right, Deborah Scanlon,
second from right, Al Mirabella, right, and Lewis Mingo, left, hold the ribbon. Mr.
Rizzuto is watched by his wife Cora and John Kean, whose family sold the
property to the county on which the new park stands.
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Bramnick Bill Seeks Notices
Required for Auto Insurers

AREA –Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21) drafted legislation
which would require automobile in-
surance providers to give policyhold-
ers written notice before non-renewal
of an existing policy.

The bill will specify that an insur-
ance provider may not allow an exist-
ing policy to expire without first giving
the policy holder 10 days written notice
of non-renewal. This legislation will
alert the consumer to any potential prob-
lems with their policy renewal.

“Consumers must have a safeguard
against faulty non-renewal of their

insurance policies,” said Asm.
Bramnick.

The proposed bill would also pro-
vide increased protection for New
Jersey motorists.

“This important consumer protec-
tion legislation will ensure that New
Jersey drivers do not inadvertently
lapse in their automobile insurance
coverage,” he added.

Asm. Bramnick is a member of the
Assembly Consumer Affairs Com-
mittee and will introduce this bill at
the first session of the General As-
sembly in September.

Councilman Jim Foerst Seeks
Public’s Help to Stop “OverD”

This past Tuesday, the Town Coun-
cil reviewed and granted a plethora of
demolition permit applications for vari-
ous properties around town.  Unfortu-
nately, based on our current ordinances,
we have no legal grounds to deny these
applications. I am sure that homes that
were in keeping with the neighbor-
hood will yet again be replaced by
oversized new construction. These new
homes continue to push the envelope
with regard to height and floor area,
ultimately changing the look and feel
of otherwise tranquil and serene neigh-
borhoods. I was dismayed that I was
once again powerless to control what I
feel is the continuing over-develop-
ment (OverD) of our town.

This past Monday, the Planning
Board heard and was forced to ap-
prove a developer’s application to sub-
divide a lot on Benson Place. The plan
calls for demolition of an early 1800’s
colonial, which will be replaced by
two 2-3,000 square foot homes — both
“maxing” out the allowed height of 38
feet. Again, our town government was
without the legal means to reject such
an application. The Planning Board
and the citizens opposing that applica-
tion were begging the Council to move
on this issue and provide legal justifi-
cation to deny these types of applica-
tions.

Unfortunately, because of state regu-
lations, it is difficult to pass local laws

to protect our town from this epidemic
of over-development. In fairness to my
colleagues on the Council, we have
authorized and begun a pilot study to
address this very issue. This study will
give us the factual basis to create regu-
lations forcing developers to maintain
neighborhood characteristics as to size
and scope — preserving the look and
feel of existing neighborhoods. How-
ever, this appears to be moving at an
agonizingly slow pace while our town
changes before our very eyes.

While I have appealed to my col-
leagues on the Council to move this
issue to the forefront, other things al-
ways seem to take precedent — and in
all fairness, we do have many impor-
tant issues. However, I cannot sit idly
by without voicing my serious con-
cerns — and I know that I am not
alone.

Does anyone else feel that the in-
crease of development in the last few
years is almost an epidemic? Will we
just quietly allow more of Westfield’s
rich history to be overrun with
“Levittown/McMansion style” neigh-
borhoods? We need to make this issue
a priority.

If you feel that this is an important
issue, please e-mail me and your Town
Council at
mayorandcouncil@westfieldnj.net
and let us know that this issue matters
to you.

Aitoff Projection; Azimuthal;
(Modified Azimuthal Equidistant);
Neither Conformal or Equal-area;
David Aitoff; 1889
Interruptions by J. Paul Goode; Date unknown

WHERE IN THE WORLD?WHERE IN THE WORLD?WHERE IN THE WORLD?WHERE IN THE WORLD?WHERE IN THE WORLD?

By Mary Alyce Torpy
For The Westfield Leader and The Times

Merida,Venezuela

Hello Again. Whoa, look at the
time! I just realized that I have to be
back to work soon, three weeks left
and one and a half countries to go. I
am going to have to pick up the pace
at this point! Venezuela was difficult
to leave behind, it seemed as though
there was never enough time to see
everything. After one month in the
country, I must say that I would highly
recommend a Venezuelan vacation to
anyone who loves the great outdoors.
The people were warm and welcom-
ing and the adventures were limit-
less.

My last stop was in the State of
Merida, located high in the Andes at
an elevation of 5,332 feet. Merida is a
major tourist destination and serves
as a launching point for a variety of
Andean adventures. It offers every-
thing from mountain climbing, hik-
ing, white water rafting, and canoe-
ing, to thrill seeking safaris where
you can touch 14 foot anacondas and
wrestle crocodiles. (I would have, but
I forgot my anti-venom snake serum
and wrestling gloves, really).

The best way to get a feel for the
fabulous scenery of Merida is to ride
the teleferico, the highest and longest
cable car in the world. The view is
spectacular: It’s great to watch the
city disappear beneath you as the
cable car climbs. Close to the last
cable car station is Pico Bolivar, the
country’s highest point. You can stop
along the way to get off and hike or
ride mules to the village of Los
Nevados. However, they forget to tell
you that the casual hike is five to six
hours!

And for those, like myself, who
can not seem to get it through their
thick heads that it does get cold in

South America, you can rent a warm
sweater or jacket at the entrance to
the first cable car for about one USD.
The rafting in this region is a must.
The rapids range from grade three to
grade five. The all-inclusive two-day
rafting/kayaking trip costs approxi-
mately $90 USD and it is truly the
thrill seeking adrenaline rush of a
lifetime.

This land is the home of to the laid
back, Venezuelan cowboys. If you
can’t catch a taxi, you can always hop
on a horse or a donkey. Coffee and
fresh squeezed juice are sold in the
street stands and both are quite deli-
cious. It does not take an American
two seconds to notice that something
is seriously wrong with the coffee
cups — which are actually 2.5 ounce
plastic shot glasses. Needless to say,
I felt the locals begin to stare when I
ordered my fifth shot in five minutes,
still struggling to open my eyes. The
cowboys soon introduced me to an
easier, more stress free way to start
my day, a nice glass of fresh squeezed
orange juice mixed with some sort of
moonshine wine. They sort of have
the same attitude as Key West, but
different.

Well, I just made it across the bor-
der and into the beautiful colonial
city of Cartenga, Colombia. If you
don’t hear from me by next week,
please start a fund raising campaign.
LOL. Ciao.
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Filings Show Candidates
Of Future Area Elections

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Former State Senator Joseph Suliga
of Linden has filed his Election Law
Financials for the 2007 State Senate
Primary. He claims $17,066 in his
coffers. Senator Nicholas Scutari,
who replaced Suliga last year, has
also filed for the 2007 primary with
$54,947.

Bret Schundler has filed for start-
ing a campaign fund to run for gover-
nor in the 2005 Republican primary.
Three other candidates have filed their
intent to run in the 2005 Republican
primary for Governor. They include:

Robert Schroeder who has $200,293;
John Murphy who has $95,100 and
Paul DiGaetano who has $30,388.
Governor James McGreevey has yet
to file any ELEC forms for 2005.

Freeholder Mary Ruotolo, who is
not seeking reelection this year, has
$1,462 in funds for the 2005 primary.

Republican Joel Weingarten has
$89,355 for the 2005 Republican State
Assembly primary – seats currently
held by Assemblymen Jon Bramnick
and Eric Munoz.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr has
filed for the 2007 mayoral primary
with $824.

Tree ID Workshop
Offered At Farmers’
Market in Westfield

WESTFIELD – On Thursday, Au-
gust 5, between 2 and 5 p.m., James
Nichnadowicz will be on hand at the
Westfield Farmers’ Market to explain
how to identify the many different kinds
of trees that grow in Westfield and New
Jersey. Please feel free to bring some
leaves of any tree to be identified. Also,
he will have a sign-up box to win a book
about tree identification.

Mr. Nichnadowicz works for the
Rutgers Cooperative Extension Pro-
gram of Union County. He is the
organizer and facilitator of the 4-H
Master Tree Steward Program, a pro-
gram that trains adults to teach chil-
dren about trees.

Rutgers Cooperative Extension is a
government organization sponsored by
the federal, state and county govern-
ments. It offers programs and advice in
the areas of youth development, horti-
culture, environmental concerns and
family and consumer sciences.

The Westfield Farmers’ Market is
organized by the Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce. It takes place every
Thursday from 2 to 7 p.m. until the end
of October. For more information,
please contact (908) 233-3021.

WWII Atomic Bomb
Survivors to Visit Union County

AREA – A Peace and World Friend-
ship Day will be held from 1 to 5 p.m.
on Saturday, August 7, in downtown
Cranford. Hibakusha, survivors of the
atomic bombing of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, will be special guests. The
peace fair will take place in Eastman
Plaza at the intersection of North Av-
enue West and Eastman Street.

The public is invited to this free
event to view art, hear music and po-
etry, visit information tables and meet
and hear the Hibakusha tell of their
wartime experiences. Everyone is in-
vited to bring a percussion instrument
and participate in the drum circle that
will close the event.

A welcoming ceremony for the
Hibakusha will take place at 10:30 a.m.
in the courtyard of St. John’s Church  in
Elizabeth.

At 2 p.m. the Hibakusha will con-
tinue on to the Elizabeth Public Library
where they will speak at the library’s
summer teen program.

The Hibakusha will come to
Westfield for a gathering at 7 p.m. at
the First United Methodist Church of
Westfield.

Hibakusha have visited New Jersey
for the past 16 years as part of an annual
commemoration of the atomic bomb-
ing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki on Au-
gust 6 and 9, 1945.

This year’s visitors are Hidetaka
Komine and Hidekazu Harada. Mr.
Komine, 63, is Secretary General of
Nagasaki A-Bomb Youth and Maidens
Association. While playing outside, he
was seriously burned on his hands, feet
and belly.

Mr. Harada, age 68, is Vice President
of the Saitama Prefecture A-bomb Suf-
ferers Association. He was trapped un-
der the rubble of his collapsed house
and helped out by his father.

The Peace Fair is sponsored by The
New Jersey Hiroshima/Nagasaki Re-
membrance Day Committee and the
Union County Peace & Social Action
Committee. To learn more, please call
Sylvia Zisman at (973) 376-5629 or
Paula Borenstein, of Infinity Yoga, at
(908) 289-3584.

For information about the Hibakusha
visit to New Jersey, call NJ Peace Ac-
tion at (973) 744-3263. All events are
free and open to the public.

Mary Alyce Torpy for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WRESTLE MANIA...Merida, Venezuela is located high in the Andes where
tourists can play with14 foot anaconda snakes as pictured above.


