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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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Following a viewing of Catwoman,
you scratch your head in disbelief. Yes,
it’s pathetic. But for some reason or
another, you just can’t leave it at that.
Maybe it’s our nature to put things to
good use…even a lousy movie. So, the
optimist in you suspects this isn’t sim-
ply a bad film. It couldn’t be. There has
to be more to it.

The film’s French director, Pitof, re-
ally has little to work with here. In
venturing their very own origination
tale of comic/cartoon legend Bob Kane’s
female counterpoint to Batman, a
gaggle of screenwriters give credence to
the adage that a camel is really a horse
designed by committee.

Following that thought, it appears
that Halle Berry in the title role is
unable to do anything of interest
with the rather curious nag they dump
on her doorstep. While apologists for
the ill-starred Catwoman might opine
that at least there’s Berry’s leather
clad dominatrix to ogle at, it should
occur that the ticket price spent in-
stead on flowers for a real-life signifi-
cant other might be a much better
bet.

Other cast members, saddled with
similarly uninventive roles, do little to
ameliorate the disaster. This includes
Sharon Stone, typecast as your typical
corporate dragon lady. In this scenario,
she’s Laurel Hedare, who, with her
foppish husband (Lambert Wilson),
heads Hedare Industries. They manu-
facture cosmetics. More specifically,
they make a miraculous face cream that
is not only addictive, but also toxic.
Stop using it and your marble smooth
visage begins to crumble. Now, that’s
marketing.

However, assuming that we’re not
shareholders in Hedare, the discov-
ery is nothing less than shocking.
Which then leads to our mutual out-
cry: Who will expose them for what
they are?

Of course, considering the title, we’ve
an inkling who’ll be taking on this
challenge, and hence occupying the
screen with all manner of computer-
enhanced derring-do for the next hour
or so. But while an adventure yarn, our
story might also be a cautionary one for
human resource wonks.

It all has to do with how Berry’s
Patience Phillips, mealy-mouthed
graphic artist at Hedare, becomes
Catwoman...after she’s killed, that is.
Oh, there’s a whole bunch of mumbo-
jumbo about various catwomen dating
back to ancient Egypt. Ironically
enough, about the only convincing
acting performance is contributed by
Frances Conroy as Ophelia, a cat lady
as opposed to a catwoman, who’s hip to
all the lore.

But getting back to the plot, if Pa-

tience hadn’t been treated so cavalierly
by her boss, maybe she wouldn’t have
chosen Hedare’s comeuppance as her
first mission. So, corporate personnel
execs seeing this as a heads up might
want to either fatten their compensa-
tion package or add the following ques-
tion to the employment application:
Do you think there’s any chance that
you will become Catwoman?

But the plain fact of it all is far less
glamorous. While tossing around a
few sophomoric notions about van-
ity, as a feminist tome Catwoman is
sadly late to the party. Halfhearted
and embarrassedly condescending,
the fantasy shows how a virtually
ineffectual and unexciting cog in the
maelstrom of inner-city anonymity,
through no real effort of her own,
becomes not only valid, but famous.
And, she has the chutzpah to be sassy
about it, too.

So of course she’s seductive. Witness
Benjamin Bratt as detective Tom Lone,
head over heels, literally and figura-
tively, for our gal. For one, he puts up
with her mood swings. But what really
makes him the romantic icon is that he
doesn’t tuck tail and run when he sus-
pects he’s fallen for a major defender of
civilization, secret identity and all.
That’s responsibility.

Problem is, just as the action scenes
are too obviously composed of stop-
action stunt work and computerized
razzmatazz, so too is the love angle
patently bogus. Actually, it’s even a
little icky.

Pitof, a purported computer wiz,
can hardly move the simple story along,
let alone proffer a philosophical con-
cept. So his uncomfortable attempt to
achieve some sort of dark epiphany
about the je ne sais quoi of superhero
duality as an aphrodisiac is downright
embarrassing.

Still, in addressing this review’s re-
curring quandary, I’m going to do it
again. On this showbiz level, when a
film can expect to open on no less than
2,000 screens nationwide, a dull script,
drab direction and bad acting are usu-
ally just symptoms of a much more
profound deficiency.

If all it took to make great art were
money, our homes would be lined
with modern works as good as any
Picasso or Rembrandt. Okay, so some
people would still have those black
velvet pictures of tigers and the
Kennedys. The point is, if Catwoman
originally had an impetus, way back
when the project was just a kitten,
then it got lost in the process.

* * * * * * *
CatwomanCatwomanCatwomanCatwomanCatwoman, rated PG-13, is a Warner

Bros. Pictures release directed by Pitof
and stars Halle Berry, Sharon Stone
and Frances Conroy. Running time:
91 minutes.
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ELIZELIZELIZELIZELIZABETH ABETH ABETH ABETH ABETH – Three giant

1,500-square-foot art murals by
Columbian artist Jorge Posada
will be unveiled today, Thursday,
August 5, at noon at the newly
restored Ritz Theatre in Eliza-
beth, 1100 East Jersey Street.

The murals entitled, “A Vision
of Paradise,” are a collection of
13-foot by 65-foot colorful
acrylic Renaissance-style paint-
ings depicting art, literature,
music and theater merging to
benefit the world and it’s many
cultures.

Angels, goddesses and a “mys-
tery” figure are among the dra-
matic images that come alive in
hues of muted earth tones on the
canvases.

Ritz Theatre owner and Eliza-
beth resident George Castro, 2nd
will host the preview of this art-
work, which was created to adorn
the 139-year-old theatre’s
proscenium.

Complementing the new mu-
rals are the Ritz Theatre’s ceiling
moldings covered in gold leaf,
marble wainscoting in the
“double lobby” designed to re-
semble an Italian Renaissance-
style temple and oriental side
balconies.

Castro purchased the theater a
decade ago and has been work-
ing toward restoring the facility
to its original beauty to become a
keystone of the remodeled down-
town Elizabeth.
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is cur-
rently sponsoring the 2004 Teen Arts
Touring Exhibition through Tues-
day, August 24, at the Roselle Mu-
nicipal Building, located at 210
Chestnut Street.

The exhibition consists of 60 pieces
of art selected from over 600 visual
artworks shown at the 2004 Union
County Teen Arts Festival, which
was held in March at Union County
College.

This traveling display includes art-
work by Westfield High School stu-
dent Allison Tiedrich and John
Thomson, a student at Beadleston
High School in Westfield.

Scotch Plains artists include
Quadir Whitehurst of Centennial
High School, Jorge De Jesus of
Hillcrest Academy and George Bucci
of the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools.

Mountainside resident and
Deerfield School pupil Christina
Pindar is also featured in the travel-
ing exhibition.

Berkeley Heights artists include
Lindsay Rica of Columbia Middle
School and Governor Livingston

High School students Rebecca
Schaal, Arda Hotz, Tess Perrin, Kika
Turnier and Laura Calabrese.

“Through participating in pro-
grams like Teen Arts, students gain
valuable skills that contribute to the
communities they will work and grow
in,” said Freeholder Mary Ruotolo,
Liaison to the Union County Cul-
tural and Heritage Programs Advi-
sory Board.

“We are delighted to recognize the
talents of these young artists and
display their work so the community
can enjoy it,” she added.

“We applaud all of the supporters
of the Teen Arts Program because
arts education is influential in the
lives of the students and the commu-
nity as well. The popularity of the
exhibit sends a positive message to
our young artists and encourages
them to follow their creative
strengths,” concluded Freeholder
Ruotolo.

For more information about the
Teen Arts program, please contact
the Union County Division of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth 07202, (908) 558-
2550. Relay users should call 7-1-1.
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – Sandy
Swanson, owner of Lil-
ies of the Field, a wear-
able art designer in
Scotch Plains, will fea-
ture her wares at the
Newport Arts Festival
in Newport, R.I. on
Saturday and Sunday,
August 28 and 29.

Swanson began her
company in 1998. She
designs and individu-
ally sews a line of
women’s jackets, robes
and dusters, using vel-
vets, tapestries, silks, laces and other
embellishments.

According to Swanson’s website,
http://www.liliesbysandy.org, each
piece is cut separately and adorned

using fringe, beads and ribbons. Mate-
rials from around the
world are applied to the
limited edition and one-
of-a-kind garments.

Swanson will also
bring her designs to an
art show in Pittsburgh
from Friday to Sunday,
August 13 to 15, from
noon to 9:30 p.m. and at
the Pocono State Fair on
Saturday and Sunday,
August 21 and 22, at
Shawnee-on-the-Dela-
ware, Pa. from 10 a.m. to

6 p.m.
For more information on the New-

port Arts Festival, please visit
www.newportartsfestival.com or call
(401) 841-0707.
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINS AINS AINS AINS AINS – Casting

for an MTV series entitled “MADE,”
a documentary-style show that fol-
lows teenagers with challenging life
goals will be coming to the Scotch
Plains Public Library on Thursday,
August 12, from 1 to 4 p.m.

The show provides teenagers with
professional trainers, coaches or men-
tors to help them attain their goal,
and documents them in the process.

Since the series began airing in
January of 2003, it has received
praise from parents, teachers and
children as some of the most posi-
tive and uplifting programming on
MTV.

Past episodes have profiled candi-
dates who sought to become “skater
chicks,” hip-hop dancers, movie stars,
cheerleaders, to find prom dates and

to be crowned special titles and hold
special offices at their schools.

The open call casting is for the
next season. Applicants must be be-
tween 15 and 21 years of age and
complete a simple application that
describes the individual’s goal and
what it will take to achieve it.

Applications are currently avail-
able at the Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary and Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of town. Fanwood Memorial Library
is located at the intersection of North
Avenue and Tillotson Road.

For more information or further
directions, please call (908) 322-
5007.
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MURRAMURRAMURRAMURRAMURRAY HILLY HILLY HILLY HILLY HILL – The Suburban

Community Music Center (SCMC) in
New Providence will begin its 20th year of
offering classes to develop young children’s
musical abilities.

Classes, which will kick-off on Sunday,
September 12, are for a parent or caregiver
and child, ages 3 months through 3 years,
meeting for 30 minutes weekly. For chil-
dren ages 3 to 7, classes last about one hour
and parents join the child for the last 15
minutes each week.

“Baby’s Musical World” class for ages 3
to 16 months teaches parents how to play
musically with their baby, while “Music for
Toddlers” teaches children ages 16 months
to 3 years and their parents how to bond
musically by singing, chanting, moving,

listening and playing simple instruments.
“Cycle of Season” for ages 3 to 4 ½ years

old provides experiences aimed primarily
at instilling love of music, while “Music
Makers for ages 4 ½ to 6 years old is a
sequential two-year program that nurtures
the total development of the child.

In addition to SCMC’s offerings for
young children is the “Introduction to the
Instruments Workshop” for ages 5 to 7. A
hands-on exploration of musical instru-
ments, this class was introduced for the first
time this spring and is ideal for the student
who is ready to consider which instrument
he/she would like to study.

For more information about these pro-
grams, please call SCMC at (908) 790-
0700.
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – The final

four performances in the Summer
Concert Series at Alan Augustine Vil-
lage Green in Scotch Plains will be held
on Thursdays, August 5, 12, 19 and
26.

Dean the Magician will open at 7
p.m. for Captain Hawker on August 5.
Oldies and classic rock will be per-
formed by Hawker beginning at 8 p.m.

On August 12, “Arlene – Celebrate
with Music” will be held at 7 p.m.
before Brother John Brown performs

60s/70s classic rock at 8 p.m.
“Mark Dolsen – Wings of Magic”

will begin at 7 p.m. on August 19,
followed by performances of soul, R&B,
funk and dance by Philadelphia Funk
at 8 p.m.

The final concert on August 26 will
open with “Great Scott, It’s Magic” at
7 p.m. The Characters will perform
60s and 70s hits at 8 p.m.

The Alan Augustine Village Green is
located at 430 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains near the Municipal Building.
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UNION UNION UNION UNION UNION — Kean University’s 2004-
2005 Performing Arts Series has an-
nounced this year’s lineup of acclaimed
music groups.

Performers such as Sweet Honey in
the Rock and modern dance leaders
like The Parsons Dance Company are
scheduled, as well as Broadway stars
such as Jekyll & Hyde original cast
member Linda Eder and Tony Award-
winner Melba Moore, as well as educa-
tional and popular children’s program-
ming.

The Kean University Performing Arts
Series is listed as follows:

• Sunday, September 12, at 7:30
p.m. – Linda Eder, tickets are $35;

• Thursday, September 16 to Satur-
day, September 18, at 7:30 p.m. and
Sunday, September 19, at 3 p.m. – The
Rocky Horror Show, tickets are $25;

• Monday, October 4, at 8 p.m. –
Latin rhythms with Alma Latina, tick-
ets are $10;

• Friday, October 8, at 7:30 p.m. –
Shawn McConneloug and her Orches-
tra in “Stand On Your Man,” tickets
are $25;

• Sunday, October 10, at 7:30 p.m.
– Daphne Rubin-Vega and Adam Pas-
cal in concert, tickets are $35’

• Friday, October 15, at 7 p.m. – The
Adventures of Tom Sawyer, tickets are
$15;

• Saturday, October 16, at 8 p.m. –
The New Jersey Ballet’s Evening of
Contemporary Ballet, tickets are $25;

• Sunday, October 17, at 2 p.m. –
The New Jersey Ballet presents Hansel
& Gretel, tickets are $10;

• Wednesday, October 20, at 7:30
p.m. – “Creature From the Black La-
goon with The Jazz Passengers,” tickets
are $15;

• Thursday, October 21, to Satur-
day, October 23, at 7:30 p.m. and
Sunday, October 24, at 3 p.m. – Acci-
dental Death of an Anarchist, tickets
are $25;

• Wednesday, October 27, at 7:30
p.m. – singer Chava Albertson, tickets
are $25;

• Thursday, October 28, at 7:30
p.m. – Melba Moore, tickets are $25;

• Saturday, November 20, at 7:30
p.m. – Tango Tonight! The Musical,
tickets are $25;

• Monday, November 22, at 8 p.m.
– Jazz Journey, tickets are $10;

• Friday, December 3, at 7 p.m. –
Very Eric Carle, tickets are $15;

• Wednesday, December 8, at 7:30
p.m. – “The Chanukkah Story featur-
ing The Western Wind and narrator
Tovah Feldshuh, tickets are $25;

• Friday, December 10, at 7:30 p.m.
– Voice of the Dragon, an Asian cross-

genre performance, tickets are $25;
• Saturday, December 11, at 7:30

p.m. – the bilingual holiday program
“Noche Buena 2004, tickets are $25;

• Friday, December 17, at 7 p.m. –
the holiday season operetta Babes in
Toyland, tickets are $20;

• Saturday, December 18, at 7:30
p.m. “A Celtic Christmas,” tickets are
$25;

Scheduled performances for 2005
may be viewed at www.kean.edu.

Series tickets ranging from $32 to
$92 are currently on sale, as well as
single tickets with fees from $10 to
$35. Seat locations for single tickets
will be assigned in late August.

For more information, please call
(908) 737-SHOW (7469).

WYAWYAWYAWYAWYACTCTCTCTCT’’’’’s s s s s Anything GAnything GAnything GAnything GAnything Goesoesoesoesoes
Continues at Local Continues at Local Continues at Local Continues at Local Continues at Local TheaterTheaterTheaterTheaterTheater
WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Young Artists’ Cooperative Theatre,
Inc.’s acclaimed performance of Cole
Porter’s Anything Goes has moved
from the Victoria Theater at the New
Jersey Performing Arts Center in
Newark to the Algonquin Arts The-
ater in Manasquan.

Performances are scheduled for this
evening, Thursday, August 5, at 8
p.m., Friday, August 6, at 8 p.m.,

Saturday, August 7, at 8 p.m. and
˚Sunday, August 8, at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $25 for general admis-
sion, $23 for senior citizens and chil-
dren 13 and younger will be admit-
ted for $13.

The Algonquin Arts Theater is
located at 60 Abe Voorhees Drive in
Manasquan. For directions, reserva-
tions and more information, please
call (732) 528-3075.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Zal Spialter, 16, of

Westfield has followed in the footsteps
of actors Natalie Portman, Robert
Downey, Jr., Mary Stuart Masterson
and Jon Cryer by attending Stagedoor
Manor this year, a theater camp in the
Catskills.

In each of the summer’s three ses-

sions, the youngsters aged 8 to 17
spend three weeks rehearsing 11 shows,
which are later performed for the pub-
lic at one of Stagedoor’s seven theaters.

Zal, who appeared in Stagedoor’s
prodcution of Sweeney Todd, starred
as Augustin Magaldi in Westfield High
School’s spring production, Evita.
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CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD – Donations from

the Springfield Lions Club, the
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation and
the Union County College (UCC)
Foundation have enabled The The-
ater Project (TTP) to schedule perfor-
mances of Betty’s Summer Vacation
for the sight and hearing impaired.

The Saturday, August 7, perfor-
mance at 8 p.m. will be open-cap-
tioned to allow hearing-impaired pa-
trons to read the dialogue while view-
ing the action.

An audio-described performance
will be held on Saturday, August 15,
at 8 p.m. Sight-impaired patrons
will be provided with headsets, and
while they hear actors perform they
will listen to a narrator in the wings
describe the physical action of the
play.

Both performances will be held at
UCC’s Roy Smith Theater, 1033
Springfield Avenue in Cranford. Audi-
ences are invited to meet the actors
following each performance.

Tickets are $18 on Fridays, Satur-
days and Sundays or $10 on Thursdays
for general admission. Students will be
admitted into all performances for $10.
“Senior Sunday,” August 8, will offer
senior citizens a $10 ticket price.

For reservations, please call the TTP
Box Office at (908) 659-5189.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

O’Donnell
tion skills with her love of music by her
participation in the Westfield Commu-
nity Band, where she plays the flute and
baritone horn. A 22-year member of the
band, O’Donnell is the current Vice
President and Publicity Chairperson of
the organization.

“Becoming involved in the band and
television station has enabled me to
take subjects that I’m passionate about
and share my knowledge by giving
back to the community I grew up in,”
O’Donnell said.
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JoBonanno & The Godsons of SoulJoBonanno & The Godsons of SoulJoBonanno & The Godsons of SoulJoBonanno & The Godsons of SoulJoBonanno & The Godsons of Soul

MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE – Union
County’s free Summer Arts Festival
concert series continues on Wednes-
day, August 18, with performances by
two high-energy rock-and-soul bands:
JoBonanno & The Godsons of Soul,
and Captain Hawker & The All Stars.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders invites the public to
attend this outdoor concert, which is
sponsored by Verizon. The music be-
gins at 7:30 p.m. in Echo Lake Park, on
the border of Mountainside and
Westfield.

“JoBonanno & The Godsons of Soul
are Union County natives who ener-
gize audiences with their classic Jersey
Shore style of rock and soul music,”
said Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada.

“Captain Hawker & The All Stars
have a flair for oldies and choreography
that they blend into a spectacular, in-
novative show,” he added.

All Summer Arts Festival concerts
are held on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. at
the Springfield Avenue end of Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside. Lawn
chairs, blankets and picnic baskets are
encouraged. A refreshment stand will
be available at approximately 6:30 p.m.

In case of rain, concerts in the series
move to Cranford High School, on
West End Place off Springfield Avenue
in Cranford.

For up-to-date concert and rain in-
formation call the Department of Parks
and Recreation 24-hour hotline at (908)
352-8410 after 3 p.m. on the day of the
concert.


