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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Erratum
The business Fast Frames was

misidentified as a photo store on
the front page of the April 22
edition of The Westfield Leader, in
the article about the Downtown
Westfield Corporation. It is a cus-
tom picture frame business. We
regret the error.

Republican Candidates Question
County Freeholders on Arts Center
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By MATTHEW MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At their meeting held on April 22,
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders presented special reso-
lutions to two local organizations for
their special volunteer efforts. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School’s
(SPFHS) cast of Les Miserables was
recognized for their fundraising ef-
forts, while Ahrre Maros of Ahrre’s
Coffee Roastery in Westfield also
received an award for his program,
“Coffee With Conscience.”

The SPFHS cast performed Les
Miserables for two weekends this
past March and raised over $5,700
for the Interfaith Council For the
Homeless of Union County. In addi-

tion to collecting donations, the stu-
dents volunteered at soup kitchens
throughout Union County, performed
a “sneak preview” of the show at a
homeless shelter, and sang Christ-
mas carols at a holiday party for the
homeless. In making the presenta-
tion, Freeholder Alexander Mirabella
expressed his pleasure that the cast
took to heart the message presented
in the show.

“It is clear that through this show,
the performers have touched the
plight of the poor. Congratulations to
these teens for a job well done, and to
the directors who have helped shape
them into the stars of tomorrow,”
Freeholder Mirabella said.

The audience at the meeting also
received a special treat as two cast
members sang numbers from the
show. Eight year-old Jake Forrestal,
who played Gavroche, sang the amus-
ing number “Little People”, and
Jillian Gardner, Young Cosette, per-
formed a portion of “Castle on a

Cloud.”
On hand to accept the award were

Laurie Wellman, music director at
SPFHS; Tom Pedas, director of Les
Miserables; Jillian Prefach, who
played Teenage Cosette; and Tuan
Nguyen, who took on the role of
Enjolras.

“It’s just been an overwhelming
experience for us all, besides doing
the play, being a part of all these
other activities,” commented Ms.
Wellman.

Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada presented Mr. Maros with
his award, recognizing his “Coffee
With Conscience” performances se-
ries, which takes place in both
Westfield and Springfield. This con-
cert series allows singers and
songwriters to perform in both com-
munities, while promoting aware-
ness for several organizations includ-
ing Community FoodBank of Hill-
side and Habitat For Humanity of

Night Parking Fees to Begin;
Meter Rules to Be Enforced

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
READY TO RUMBLE...Westfield Police Chief Bernard Tracy, left, and former heavyweight boxing contender Gerry
Cooney, geared up for the charity boxing event to benefit Centennial High School last Saturday night.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A LLAMA COMES TO WESTFIELD...Children enjoy the petting zoo at the annual Spring Fling celebration in
downtown Westfield on Sunday. The fair featured an expanded children’s area this year.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
APRIL SHOWERS...Sunday’s annual Spring Fling began in the sun, with
thousands of people coming to downtown Westfield. Rain began in the early
afternoon, essentially putting a stop to the fair.

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s Westfield Town
Council meeting, Second Ward
Councilman Rafael Betancourt, Pub-
lic Safety, Transportation and Park-
ing Committee Chairman,  made rec-
ommendations for an ordinance pro-
viding for daily parking permits at
South Avenue, overnight parking
permits in the downtown, and a
change in permit lot enforcement
hours. The committee also recom-
mended the oversale of permit park-
ing, and enforcement of two-hour
meter parking regulations.

Councilman Betancourt said that
$5 daily permits would be available
for parking in the eastern portion of
the South Avenue lot. The permits
will be sold on site by the police
department, and proof of residency
will have to be shown. The police
department will determine the hours
during which the permits will be
sold.

The committee also recommended
that the hours of enforcement be
changed to 5 a.m. to noon for the
permit parking lots.

The parking lot behind Baron’s
will become an overnight parking lot
for downtown residents from 8 p.m.
to 8 a.m. Residents will be required
to purchase a $702 a year permit.
Cars parked in any other lot over-
night will be ticketed.

The council spent some time dis-
cussing the price of the permit, though
most council members felt that the
fee was acceptable, a survey of other
municipalties charges will be done.

Meter feeding regulations will be-

gin to be enforced after the passage
of this ordinance next month.

Employee parking lot 9, at the
corner of North and Central Avenues,
will be oversold at a percentage to be
determined by Parking Director Cap-
tain John Morgan. The lot is cur-
rently 5 percent oversold, with an
average of 40 empty spaces per day.

This parking lot is for employees
of downtown businesses. The coun-
cil hopes that by overselling the lot,
it will clear employees from the
streets.

In other business, Kevin Devaney,
who is working on his Eagle Scout
project, proposed to the council and
was granted permission to refurbish
the Korean War Memorial off of
North Avenue.

A six-foot-high stone monument,
featuring a cut out of the Korean
peninsula and engraved with the
names of Westfield residents who
lost their lives during the conflict,
will be placed on the site. With the
help of Craig Stock, oriental and
Korean-style plantings will be put in
and the stairs will be refurbished.

Kevin hopes that the project will
be done by the end of the summer.
Volunteers are welcome to help out
on weekends when work is in
progress.

During the open portion of the
meeting, residents Sean Reilly, James
Hay and Greg Green spoke in oppo-
sition to a parking lot adjacent to
Temple Emanu-El on East Broad
Street.

Mr. Reilly inquired how the coun-
cil is handling a lawsuit recently
filed by the temple, appealing the

Board of Adjustment’s decision to
deny its request for a parking lot.
Town Attorney Robert Cockren stated
that it is the council’s policy not to
comment on pending litigation.

After Mr. Hay said that the council
is not giving residents any informa-
tion on what the representation is,
Mr. Cockren said that residents have
a right to retain counsel and inter-
vene in the lawsuit.

Several residents spoke in favor of
the parking decks.

Martin Spector said that there is a
need for both decks and that right
now is the time to move forward
because interest rates are low. He
did, however, caution the council
that changes in downtown parking
rules need to be “spoon fed” to the
businesses because people feel like
enforcement is being “shoved down

Goggi Reelected MS BOE President;
Schaumberg Named as Vice President

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s reorganization
meeting of the Mountainside Board
of Education, Peter Goggi was re-
elected as Board President and Mary
Beth Schaumberg was elected to the
position of Vice President. Paul
Vizzuso will remain as Board Secre-
tary.

Newly-elected board members Ray
Haggar, Gene Nagel and Carmine
Venes were sworn in by Mr. Vizzuso.
In Mr. Goggi’s absence at the swear-
ing-in ceremony due to a death in the
family, Mrs. Schaumberg stated, “On
behalf of Mr. Goggi, we welcome
the new board members.”

Chief School Administrator Dr.
Gerard Schaller confirmed that steady
progress is being made on the
Deerfield School construction
project. He continued by saying,
“Everything is in for the playground
(at Beechwood School); we are un-
derway. If the weather stays with us,
we will have it by the end of May.”
The possibility of having to hire an
additional kindergarten teacher was
discussed due to the potential in-
crease in enrollment. “Ninety-five
kindergarten students have registered
and we have the potential of 101,”
Dr. Schaller said.

A motion to approve a contract for
chemical applications to the playing
fields was met with concern by many
on the board. Mr. Venes stated that he
believes Governor James McGreevey
is trying to pass a bill prohibiting
chemical applications on school
property, citing an article he read in
The Star Ledger. Dr. Schaller added
that a great deal of money was spent
on the lawns, noting he would hate to
see the district lose what it had
achieved. Other board members
agreed that there was cause for con-
cern and decided to table the motion
until a later date to give the board a
chance to investigate alternate solu-
tions.

A motion to approve the purchase

of a 2004 Ford F-350 pick-up truck
in the amount of $25,083 was met by
silence, with not one board member
willing to second the motion. After
Mrs. Schaumberg requested a sec-
ond in order to discuss the motion,
one was given. Dr. Schaller explained
that the truck was necessary because
staff members were no longer will-
ing to shuttle equipment and other
items back and forth from Deerfield
to Beechwood. Mr. Vizzuso stated
that it was also a liability for staff to
be using their own vehicles, and in
the event of an accident, the district
would be responsible.

The board had previously approved
the lease of a vehicle for $10,000.
Mr. Vizzuso stated that a lease would
end up costing the district approxi-
mately $3,000 more over the next
three years due to finance charges.
The board is not against the acquisi-
tion of a truck, just the unexpected
increase in cost.

“The issue is we were afforded
$10,000 for a truck, not whether or
not it is right or wrong,” board mem-

ber John Perrin said.
Board members chose to table the

motion in order to further discuss it.
According to Mrs. Schaumberg,

the search for a Chief School Admin-
istrator is “moving forward.” She
also stated that the board feels it is
“on target with the timeline.”

“We have had difficulty getting
one candidate in for an interview,
especially with Mr. Goggi’s absence,”
Mrs. Schaumberg continued. The
board has narrowed its search from
30 to four candidates. From there, it
anticipates reducing the field to two
and eventually to one candidate.

When asked by an audience mem-
ber if the parents and community
will have a chance to meet the candi-
dates before a decision is made, Mrs.
Schaumberg stated, “I don’t know if
all candidates will be willing to do
that because of their current employ-
ment.”

A Wood Valley Road homeowner
recommended that the board con-
sider staggering Beechwood and
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Riegel Chosen as Westfield School Bd. President;
Leiz Selected to Fill Vice Presidential Position

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
chose Anne Riegel and Virginia
“Ginny” Leiz to be its President and
Vice President, respectively, for the
2004-2005 school year at its annual
reorganizational meeting on Tues-
day.

Ms. Riegel and Ms. Leiz’ new
positions became effective immedi-
ately. Their respective terms will last

until the board’s reorganizational
meeting in 2005.

Ms. Riegel was nominated for the
office by former board president
Arlene Gardner, who announced at
the board’s last public meeting that
she would not seek another term as
president.

“I think she has the confidence of
the board,” said Ms. Gardner as she
made her nomination. There were no
other nominations for the position,
and Ms. Riegel’s ascendance was
approved unanimously.

President Riegel, who was elected
to the board in 1999, served as the
board’s Vice President this year, as
well as serving as Chairwoman of
the board’s Finance Committee.

“I’m very excited and honored,”
she said after accepting her new po-
sition. She also acknowledged her
uncontested rise to the board’s presi-
dency, saying, “I appreciate the con-
fidence of the board.”

Ms. Riegel went on to speak briefly
about her goals for the coming year,
noting that the recent approval of the

new strategic plan has given the board
a good “road map” for the immediate
future.

Newly-elected Vice President Leiz
has been a member of the board since
2001. This year, she served as  Chair-
woman of the board’s Curriculum
Committee. She was nominated to
the office of Vice President by fellow
board member Kimberley Rhodes,
who said she was “honored” to sup-
port Ms. Leiz’ nomination. As with
Ms. Riegel’s ascendance, no other
board member was nominated, and
Ms. Leiz’ election to the board’s vice
presidency was approved unani-
mously.

“I look forward to working with
our community for the sake of our
schools and our students,” said Ms.
Leiz, who spoke only briefly after
assuming her new office.

Ms. Riegel also acknowledged
former President Gardner with a reso-
lution citing her hard work and dedi-
cation as the board’s President for
the last three years. Ms. Gardner was
presented with a framed picture of

the 2003-2004 board members.
In appreciation of her “new rela-

tionship” with Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley, Ms.
Riegel presented him with a magic
wand, a crystal ball and a genie’s
lamp.

Following the election proceed-
ings, the board quickly transacted
the rest of the night’s business. In a
prepared statement, the board
thanked the community for approv-
ing the 2004-2005 budget. The state-
ment acknowledged the slim margin
by which the budget passed, noting,
“We were one of the 11 (school
districts in Union County) that passed
by less than 300 votes.” The board’s
statement ended with, “we can move
ahead and continue to offer an excel-
lent education for the children of
Westfield.”

Stacie DeChristopher, a first grade
teacher at McKinley Elementary
School, is this year’s recipient of the
Westfield Rotary Club’s Philhower
Fellowship, which recognizes out-
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ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com
524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

...You Plant!!

We Plan...

Not sure what to plant where? Need a 
bit of help. We’ve made it really easy at 
Williams Nursery. Our “We Plan You Plant” 
service has been specifically designed for 
the homeowner that enjoys the 
satisfaction of planting the garden 
themselves, but needs a little extra help in 
the selection and the layout.

Stop in this weekend  at either 11 am or 
2 pm Saturday or Sunday for a informal 
group meeting with Billy and learn more on 
how this service works. You can download 
helpful forms including graph paper from 
our website www.williams-nursery.com.

If you’d rather not get your hands dirty 
we can also have your plants planted too!

Not sure what to plant where? Need a 
bit of help. We’ve made it really easy at 
Williams Nursery. Our “We Plan You Plant” 
service has been specifically designed for 
the homeowner that enjoys the 
satisfaction of planting the garden 
themselves, but needs a little extra help in 
the selection and the layout.

Stop in this weekend  at either 11 am or 
2 pm Saturday or Sunday for a informal 
group meeting with Billy and learn more on 
how this service works. You can download 
helpful forms including graph paper from 
our website www.williams-nursery.com.

If you’d rather not get your hands dirty 
we can also have your plants planted too!

David “Billy” Schmidt
Our Design Expert with over

10 years of experience.

Quick Gift
Solution

Learn more
about our
Quick Design
Service
Sat & Sun
11am, 2pm

New Hours
Wed-Sat 9am-7pm Sun-Tue 9am-6pm
New Hours
Wed-Sat 9am-7pm Sun-Tue 9am-6pm

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, APRIL 19
•  A burglary was reported at a Dorian

Road business, during which one or more
individuals removed a teeth whitening
product, ransacked a desk, tampered
with the office computer and radio, and
left food wrappers in the office.

TUESDAY, APRIL 20
•  Two motor vehicles were damaged

in separate incidents after Snapple bev-
erage bottles were thrown at them. A
vehicle parked in front of a Boulevard
residence sustained a broken rear win-
dow and a dented roof, while another
vehicle on Dorian Road near Trinity
Place also had its rear window broken
out by a thrown bottle.

•  A West Broad Street resident re-
ported an incident of identity theft in
which an unknown individual acquired
a New Jersey driver’s license under the
victim’s name. The suspect subsequently
was issued a complaint of speeding that
was charged to the victim.

FRIDAY, APRIL 23
•  A North Cottage Place resident re-

ported his motor vehicle was damaged
while it was parked in his driveway.
Police said there were numerous scratches
on the entire body of the vehicle.

Greater Plainfield.
Chairman Estrada commented on

the satisfaction one usually receives
when volunteering as Mr. Maros has
done.

“Volunteerism is one of those situ-
ations that some people do, and oth-
ers don’t. Those who do have a ful-
fillment in terms of their own lives as
to the things that they do,” noted the
chairman.

In accepting the award, Mr. Marros
explained that his love of music and
love of community led him to create
this unique concert series.

“I do this because I love doing it. I
bring people and music together, and
I get great reward out of that person-
ally,” said Mr. Marros.

Three Republican freeholder can-
didates also attended the meeting –
Bruce Paterson, Pat Quattrocchi, and
Joe Renna. During the public com-
ment portion of the meeting, all three

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GOP Candidates Question
Freeholders on Arts Center

of them indicated disapproval con-
cerning the proposed purchase of the
Union County Arts Center, located
in Rahway.

Ms. Quattrocchi said that while
she had fond memories of attending
shows and events at the center, she
did not see why Union County had to
take control of the arts center’s costs
and maintenance.

“I question the wisdom of the
county investing in the entertain-
ment business,” opined Ms.
Quattrocchi.

Mr. Renna expressed the opinion
that, among other things, the operat-
ing budget process “is flawed” and
that the county residents are being
“overtaxed.” He also felt that there
was a lack of support for purchase
and renovation of the arts center.

“There was no cost benefit analy-
sis done on why we’re doing this,” he
stated.

Mr. Renna added that he had re-
quested various documents with re-
gards to the purchase, using the Open
Public Records Act (OPRA), but that
he did not receive them. Chairman
Estrada pointed out to him and for
the record that Mr. Renna had made
the OPRA requests the day of the
meeting.

Freeholder Mirabella later added
that the budget hearings were al-
ways open to the public. The free-
holder expressed dismay and anger
upon hearing what Mr. Renna had
to say with regards to the budget,
saying that Mr. Renna never showed
up for any of the hearings or meet-
ings.

“I am getting a little tired of his
half-truths and outright lies about
certain individuals on this board and
this administration,” said Freeholder
Mirabella. “It’s just unfair to the
public to have somebody out there
not telling the truth, and I think it’s
unfortunate that he’s in that position
where he feels like that’s what he
needs to do.”

The freeholders also formally in-
troduced the 2004 Operating Bud-
get, details of which will be released
in the near future.

Zyla to Succeed Marshall
As Township Police Chief

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Lieutenant
Mark Zyla, a 21-year veteran of the
Scotch Plains Police Department, was
named last week to be Scotch Plains’
next Police Chief. Mr. Zyla, who
will succeed Marshall Nelson on May
1, is 44 years old and, according to
Township Manager Thomas Atkins,
will be one of the youngest township
police chiefs “in re-
cent memory.”

In announcing the
appointment last
Thursday, Mr. Atkins
cited Mr. Zyla’s ad-
ministrative and su-
pervisory experience
as well as his perfor-
mance during writ-
ten and oral exami-
nations that were part
of the selection pro-
cess.

“His record speaks
for itself,” Mr. Atkins
said. “He is the best
equipped to lead us
into the future.”

Mr. Zyla joined the
police department in
February 1983 after
a year with the county police. He was
promoted to Sergeant in 1995 and in
2001, was elevated to Lieutenant.
During the past three years, he served
for 13 months as commander of the
uniformed division and for the past
year has served as education, train-
ing and internal affairs officer.

Admitting that he has “big shoes
to fill,” Mr. Zyla said last week that
the four chiefs of police under whom
he has worked, Michael Rossi, Rob-
ert Luce, Thomas O’Brien and Mr.
Nelson, “helped mold my career. I
wouldn’t be where I am today if it
wasn’t for them.”

His big challenge in leading the
46-member force, he said, will be to
“get the department to run efficiently
and as a team.” One area he singled
out for continued attention was deal-
ing with juveniles. The local Police
Athletic League that he helped form
11 years ago, and other programs,
have “been successful.” Mr. Zyla
feels it is important to “get to these
kids before they get into trouble” and
“show them that police are human.”

He addressed the reverse discrimi-
nation lawsuit filed by four white
township policemen against Chief

Nelson. The matter was recently ad-
judicated in favor of Mr. Nelson. The
officers are now appealing it. Mr.
Zyla said he didn’t believe the four
officers represent any type of a po-
tentially divisive faction within
the department.

“We’ve dealt with it,” he said. “I
won’t treat them differently. I’m go-
ing to try to pull the whole depart-
ment together as a team.”

Mr. Atkins added that, “we want to
get the police department back to
public service” while promising that
“no one is going to be left out in the
cold because of their past history.”

In addition to announcing the new
Police Chief, Mr. Atkins also said
that Lieutenant Brian Mahoney will
be promoted to Captain on May 1,
replacing Capt. John Shebey, a 31-
year veteran who is retiring along
with Chief Nelson. Mr. Mahoney,
who along with Mr. Zyla was one of
four candidates for the top position
in the department, joined the town-
ship police force in 1987 and was
promoted to Lieutenant in mid-2002.

The selection process for the new
positions involved a four-step proce-
dure that included a state civil service
exam, a written essay, an oral inter-
view and an evaluation of individual
performance records. During the se-
lection process, a township consult-
ant, retired State Police Lt. Col. Rich-
ard Jankowski, assisted Mr. Atkins.

     xtraordinary personal service, sound fashion advice and quality  merchandise, make

keeping in style fun and easy at Jude.  Cranford resident and owner, Jude Zimmerman, uses

her 20 years of fashion industry experience to hand pick selections of clothing and accesso-

ries from such designers as Eileen Fisher, Lily Pulitzer, Sigrid Olsen, Karen Kane, J’Envie.

Jude enjoys working  with women who enjoy the collaborative process of selecting the right

clothes to complement their skin tone and body type.  Discover fashion, function and

femininity in a friendly atmosphere that features each season’s most appealing styles and

colors.  Featuring Lily Pulitzer, mother & daughter,

 “New Initial Bracelets and Necklaces” on grograine ribbons.  Great for Mothers Day!

E

11 North Union Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

908-276-5900
Monday thru Saturday: 10 am - 5 pm

Thursday Evening till 8 pm

Clothing &
Accessories

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DRAWING A CROWD...Thousands of people from the area flocked to downtown Westfield on Sunday to attend the
annual Spring Fling street fair.

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
HAIL TO THE CHIEF...Mark Zyla has been ap-
pointed as the new Scotch Plains Police Chief. Chief
Zyla is a 21-year veteran of the Scotch Plains Police
Department.

their throats.”
Saul Drittel said that he manages a

building on South Avenue, and resi-
dents there will also need overnight
parking, but on the south side.

Allen Solomon showed the mayor
and council a copy of the town code
where it said that residents and tax-
payers may address the council dur-
ing the public portion of meetings.
He said this implies that only those
people may address the council.

Mayor Gregory McDermott said that
the town code “doesn’t say that we (the
council) have to respond to anything,”
and questioned, “doesn’t it help all of
us” to let everyone come in and speak.

Christine Povolac spoke of a flood-
ing problem on Pine Grove because of
new construction on Boulevard. She
said that new construction should not be
allowed to ruin existing neighborhoods.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council
Deerfield School opening and clos-
ing times to alleviate speeding on
her street. The speed limit on her
street is 25 mph but she claims,
“Even staff members are speeding –
when you’re driving an SUV, it is
easy to go 40 mph.” She feels that
parents who have children in both
schools are speeding in order to get
their children to school on time.
Police presence helps to deter speed-
ers, but residents in the area would
like to raise awareness and have
drivers slow down before an acci-
dent occurs.

The same resident also suggested
that the board hold its meetings at
Borough Hall until audio-visual equip-
ment can be purchased, so that more
residents can be kept abreast of is-
sues. Mrs. Schaumberg said schedul-
ing conflicts do not allow the board to
use Borough Hall on Tuesday nights.

The next regularly scheduled
board meeting is set for Tuesday,
May 11, at 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS School Bd.

SP Man Arrested
For Kidnapping
SCOTCH PLAINS – John

Checchio, the owner of Don’s Tree
Service, was arrested and charged
with first degree kidnapping pursu-
ant to an investigation initiated by
officer Paul Belford and Sergeant
Joseph Zito. Following up investi-
gation is being conducted by
Donnell Joyce.

At approximately 4 p.m. Scotch
Plains Police received informa-
tion that a female caller was possi-
bly being held against her will, in
the area of Route 22 by an indi-
vidual operating a blue pickup
truck. Further investigation led
police to 401 Acacia Road where a
34-year-old female from Plainfield
was found inside the residence and
identified herself as the caller. This
victim alleges she was picked up in
Plainfield and driven in the pickup
truck eventually to the address
where she was found. Mr. Checchio
is alleged to have forced the victim
to lay down in the truck while he
drove to the residence.

At the residence the victim was
able to access a phone and notify
police in an attempt to identify her
whereabouts to get assistance. The
victim was then allegedly brought
into the residence to a bedroom area
where she was coerced to partially
disrobe, at the time being threatened
and assaulted.

Assistance by the New Jersey
State Police and the North Plainfield
Police helped locate the address in
question. Scotch Plains police ar-
rived on scene and located the vic-
tim. The victim did not require
medical attention. After further in-
vestigation a warrant was issue by
Judge J. Donohue of Union County
Superior Court for Mr. Checchio to
be charged with kidnapping. Bail
was set at $100,000.

Mr. Checchio was subsequently
arrested by the Plainfield Police
Department in the area of Sixth
Street and Berkman Terrace at ap-
proximately 3 a.m. on this com-
plaint. Subject was transported to
Scotch Plains Police headquarters
and processed. Additional charges
of possession of a controlled Dan-
gerous Substances were filed prior
to Mr. Checchio being transported
to the Union County Jail. Investiga-
tion is continuing.

standing teaching in Westfield’s el-
ementary schools. Ms.
DeChristopher will be honored at the
board’s next meeting on Tuesday,
May 4, at McKinley School.

The board approved a finance
motion that allows for repairs to be
done at the track at Kehler Stadium
in the amount of $16,990. The board
will seek a bond referendum in Sep-
tember to fund a full reconstruction
of the track, as well as an artificial
turf field at Kehler.

Several new curricula were approved
on first reading by the board. The new
curricula acknowledge new and re-
vised courses in music and drama across
the district, including a new drama
course at Westfield High School.

The board will host a community
landscaping project on Saturday, May
15, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Board
of Education Administration Building
at 302 Elm Street. Organizations and
individuals are donating money to-
wards new shrubs and trees, as well as
volunteering to help plant them. The
board welcomes community members
who wish to help in the planting.

Roanoke College Honors
Students from Westfield
WESTFIELD – Roanoke College

in Salem, Va. has reported that
Jacqueline Gordon and Patrick
Tuohy, both of Westfield, were named
to the Dean’s List for the 2003 fall
term. Jacqueline is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Gordon of
Westfield, and Patrick is the son of
Dennis Tuohy of Westfield.

James Snodgrass Wins
Grant from 200 Club
WESTFIELD – The Two Hundred

Club of Union County has awarded a
four-year scholarship to James
Snodgrass of Westfield, who will
attend Arizona State University in
the fall.

The organization awards grants to
five sons and daughters of active
uniformed police and firefighters in
Union County.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Joseph McCabe Earns
Dean’s List Distinction
WESTFIELD – The University of

Massachusetts in Amherst, Mass. has
reported that Westfield resident Jo-
seph McCabe was named to the fall
2003 Dean’s List. The son of Mr. and
Mrs. Steven McCabe, he is a mem-
ber of the Class of 2007.

He is majoring in psychology at
the university, where he is a member
of the Talent Advancement Program.
He is a 2003 Westfield High School
graduate.
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