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Brooks Crandall for The Times
PICTURE THIS…Pulitzer Prize winning photographer Matt Rainey spoke at
the Fanwood Library last Tuesday evening. Mr. Rainey discussed the triumphs
and tribulations of being a photojournalist for The Star-Ledger. He won a
Pulitzer for his “After the Fire” pictorial of the year-long saga of the burn
victims of the Seton Hall dorm fire.

Zyla to Succeed Marshall
As Township Police Chief

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Lieutenant Mark Zyla, a 21-year
veteran of the Scotch Plains Police
Department, was named last week to
be Scotch Plains’ next Police Chief.
Mr. Zyla, who will succeed Marshall
Nelson on May 1, is 44 years old and,
according to Township Manager
Thomas Atkins, will be one of the
youngest township police chiefs “in
recent memory.”

In announcing the appointment last
Thursday, Mr. Atkins cited Mr. Zyla’s
administrative and supervisory ex-
perience as well as his performance

during written and oral examina-
tions that were part of the selection
process.

“His record speaks for itself,” Mr.
Atkins said. “He is the best equipped
to lead us into the future.”

Mr. Zyla joined the police depart-
ment in February 1983 after a year
with the county police. He was pro-
moted to Sergeant in 1995 and in
2001, was elevated to Lieutenant.
During the past three years, he served
for 13 months as commander of the
uniformed division and for the past
year has served as education, train-
ing and internal affairs officer.

Admitting that he has “big shoes
to fill,” Mr. Zyla said last week that
the four chiefs of police under whom
he has worked, Michael Rossi, Rob-

ert Luce, Thomas O’Brien and Mr.
Nelson, “helped mold my career. I
wouldn’t be where I am today if it
wasn’t for them.”

His big challenge in leading the
46-member force, he said, will be to
“get the department to run efficiently
and as a team.” One area he singled
out for continued attention was deal-
ing with juveniles. The local Police
Athletic League that he helped form
11 years ago, and other programs,
have “been successful.” Mr. Zyla
feels it is important to “get to these
kids before they get into trouble” and
“show them that police are human.”

He addressed the reverse discrimi-
nation lawsuit filed by four white
township policemen against Chief
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S. Plains Planning Board
Hears Long Range Plan
From Bd. Of Education

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

After giving quick approval to
two applications at its meeting on
Monday evening, the Scotch Plains
Planning Board heard from a repre-
sentative of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education that
existing facilities should be adequate
to accommodate a growing student
population in the next several years.

Board Administrator Anthony
Del Sordi spoke about the board’s
new five-year long-range facility
update, a half-inch thick report
detailing the conditions of all
school buildings and their ability
to absorb a student population that
is projected to grow from 4,200 six
years ago to about 5,000 today to
slightly more than 5,200 in the
2006-2007 school year.

Mr. Del Sordi’s presentation to
the planning board was informal in
nature and the board’s role was
advisory in nature.

“We will be able to accommo-
date 5,200 students with the addi-
tions that are in place,” Mr. Del
Sordi said, referring to the various
additions and renovations at sev-
eral district schools in the years
since voters approved a $36 mil-
lion bond referendum.

He did admit that the board of
education was concerned about a
significant influx of new students
resulting from new housing devel-
opments, pointing specifically to
the Hovnanian development being
built north of Route 22.

Besides the possibility of a large
number of new students, Mr. Del
Sordi said two other areas of diffi-
culty facing education officials are
athletic facilities and parking.
While noting that the board, with
Scotch Plains and Fanwood offi-
cials, is currently renovating the
ballfields at Park Middle School,
Mr. Del Sordi maintained that the
overall lack of facilities “is some
reason for concern.” Addressing
the parking issue, he said it is an
ongoing and continuing problem.

“As enrollments increase, staff-
ing needs increase,” he said, add-

ing that at many schools, parking
has reached capacity. He said the
board is working with the two towns
to address the situation, noting that
one positive aspect is that there is
sufficient land available at all
school sites for possible parking
expansion.

Prior to Mr. Del Sordi’s presen-
tation, the Planning Board ap-
proved an application by Susan
Judge, Esq. to utilize space in her
home at 709 Westfield Road for an
office for her law practice.

Ms. Judge told the board she had
three small children and being able
to use space in her home for her
primary office, while utilizing a
secondary office in Warren for more
extensive business dealings, would
ease matters for her. She said there
was ample parking in the rear of
her home for up to five cars, al-
though she said she did not antici-
pate much in the way of clients
visiting her in Scotch Plains.

The board also permitted her to
display a small, non-illuminated
sign on her property.

The board also approved an ap-
plication for a site plan amend-
ment submitted by Oliver Ander-
son. In November, the board had
approved Mr. Anderson’s applica-
tion to utilize a two-story building
at 180 Glenside Avenue as a busi-
ness office for a medical publish-
ing company. At the time, the plan
was to provide parking for em-
ployees and visitors at the rear of
the building.

Some board members had ex-
pressed concern about the 12-foot
width of the 165-foot long drive-
way, and a police department re-
port had recommended building a
bump-out in the middle of the drive-
way to allow cars traveling toward
each other to pull aside to allow the
other to easily pass.

There had also been some dis-
cussion about a handicapped park-
ing space and whether such a space
at the rear of the property would be
adequate.

The board’s approval in Novem-

Republican Candidates Question
County Freeholders on Arts Center

By MATTHEW MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

At their meeting held on April 22,
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders presented special reso-
lutions to two local organizations for
their special volunteer efforts. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School’s
(SPFHS) cast of Les Miserables was
recognized for their fundraising ef-
forts, while Ahrre Maros of Ahrre’s
Coffee Roastery in Westfield also
received an award for his program,
“Coffee With Conscience.”

The SPFHS cast performed Les
Miserables for two weekends this
past March and raised over $5,700
for the Interfaith Council For the
Homeless of Union County. In addi-

tion to collecting donations, the stu-
dents volunteered at soup kitchens
throughout Union County, performed
a “sneak preview” of the show at a
homeless shelter, and sang Christmas
carols at a holiday party for the home-
less. In making the presentation, Free-
holder Alexander Mirabella expressed
his pleasure that the cast took to heart
the message presented in the show.

“It is clear that through this show,
the performers have touched the
plight of the poor. Congratulations to
these teens for a job well done, and to
the directors who have helped shape
them into the stars of tomorrow,”
Freeholder Mirabella said.

The audience at the meeting also
received a special treat as two cast
members sang numbers from the show.
Eight year-old Jake Forrestal, who
played Gavroche, sang the amusing
number “Little People”, and Jillian
Gardner, Young Cosette,  performed a
portion of “Castle on a Cloud.”

On hand to accept the award were
Laurie Wellman, music director at
SPFHS; Tom Pedas, director of Les
Miserables; Jillian Prefach, who played
Teenage Cosette; and Tuan Nguyen,
who took on the role of Enjolras.

“It’s just been an overwhelming
experience for us all, besides doing
the play, being a part of all these other
activities,” commented Ms. Wellman.

Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada presented Mr. Maros with
his award, recognizing his “Coffee
With Conscience” performances se-
ries, which takes place in both
Westfield and Springfield. This con-
cert series allows singers and

songwriters to perform in both com-
munities, while promoting aware-
ness for several organizations includ-
ing Community FoodBank of Hill-
side and Habitat For Humanity of
Greater Plainfield.

Chairman Estrada commented on
the satisfaction one usually receives
when volunteering as Mr. Maros has
done.

“Volunteerism is one of those situ-
ations that some people do, and oth-
ers don’t. Those who do have a ful-
fillment in terms of their own lives as
to the things that they do,” noted the
chairman.

In accepting the award, Mr. Marros
explained that his love of music and
love of community led him to create
this unique concert series.

“I do this because I love doing it. I
bring people and music together, and
I get great reward out of that person-
ally,” said Mr. Marros.

Three Republican freeholder candi-
dates also attended the meeting – Bruce
Paterson, Pat Quattrocchi, and Joe
Renna. During the public comment
portion of the meeting, all three of
them indicated disapproval concern-
ing the proposed purchase of the Union
County Arts Center, located in Rahway.

Ms. Quattrocchi said that while
she had fond memories of attending
shows and events at the center, she
did not see why Union County had to
take control of the arts center’s costs
and maintenance.

“I question the wisdom of the
county investing in the entertainment
business,” opined Ms. Quattrocchi.
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S. Plains Council OKs $19.697 Million
Budget; Two New Parking Ordinances

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil on Tuesday evening approved the
$19.697 million municipal budget
for 2004, two-thirds of which will be
financed by a four-point municipal
property tax increase.

The governing body spent three
months considering the spending
proposals submitted by Township
Manager Thomas Atkins, during
which, according to Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato, “we made some
cuts without changing the basic ser-
vices we provide.”

Following a 45-minute public hear-
ing, which included a 15-minute pre-
sentation by Mayor Martin Marks on
some of the details of the budget and
the municipal property tax picture,
the council voted unanimously in
favor of the 2004 spending plan.

This year’s budget is five percent
higher than last year, and the
township’s improved financial pos-
ture is allowing the use of more
surplus to offset the need for a higher
property tax increase. Last year, a
low surplus, frozen state aid and an
uncertain economy led to an 18-
point municipal property tax in-
crease.

“We made difficult decisions last
year,” Councilman Frank Rossi said
on Tuesday, “and it’s paying off in a
much healthier budget” this year.

He noted that several neighboring
towns this year “are grappling with
the same tough decisions” the coun-
cil faced in 2003.

During his presentation, Mayor
Marks said that three-fourths of the
$1.07 million rise in municipal spend-
ing this year was from mandated
increases such as police salaries and
wages, various insurance costs, pen-
sion contributions, and street and
road expenses associated with this
past winter’s snowfalls.

He explained that this year’s mu-
nicipal tax increase will be $48 for
the average assessed home and dis-
played a chart showing that the aver-
age increase since 1991 has been
$52. And he also emphasized that the

municipal portion of property taxes
accounts for slightly more than 18
percent of the total tax bill; the Union
County portion accounts for just over
17 percent while the education por-
tion makes up 64 percent of the prop-
erty tax levy.

Addressing the property tax sys-
tem that he favors reforming, the
mayor said that “we did not create it,
we are powerless to change that sys-
tem.” He said relying primarily on
property taxes to fund local and
county government as well as educa-
tion is “absolutely unfair,” and the
only way to change the system was
for state legislators to take action.

A handful of residents spoke dur-
ing the budget hearing, with Jim
Fawcett and Rich Duthie, both of
whom are heavily involved with
youth athletics, urging that recre-
ational needs continue to be sup-
ported in future budgets.

Joseph Duff, President of the
Scotch Plains Library Board of Trust-
ees, thanked the township govern-
ment for its assistance and support.

In other business, the council in-
troduced two new parking ordinances
that will be acted upon at its Tuesday,
May 11, meeting. One ordinance
will impose a two-hour parking limit
on school days on one side of a
section of Church Street.

The Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment recently found that parked cars
on Church Street, a narrow two-lane
residential street that has a sharp
bend about 150 feet north of its inter-
section with Portland Avenue, is caus-
ing visibility and maneuverability
problems.

The police discovered that when
students park on both sides of Church
Street in the vicinity of the bend, the
roadway narrows significantly and
makes two-way auto passage or the
passage of large emergency vehicles
difficult. In addition, a dangerous
view obstruction arises that makes it
difficult for drivers to see oncoming
traffic.

The ordinance will restrict park-
ing on the east side of Church Street,

Official SP-F
BOE Election
Results Given

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education election were
held last Tuesday under unusual
circumstances. Although three
people, Board President Lance
Porter, board member Lance
Nowlin and Rob O’Connor were
running for three positions un-
contested, the name of Seamus
Dolan, who had withdrawn from
the race shortly before election
day, still remained on the ballot.

Mr. O’Connor was a write-in
candidate, meaning that voters
wanting to vote for him needed
to manually write his name on
the ballot.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times reported that Mr.
O’Connor won by only two votes
over Mr. Seamus Dolan, as this
was the figure reported by the
Board of Education on Tuesday
night. However, there ended up
being a significant difference in
the total vote count between the
unofficial figure after the polls
closed on Tuesday night, which
was reported as Dolan 210 and
O’Connor 212. After the offi-
cial vote count was done the
next day, the total stated Mr.
Dolan had 209 and Mr.
O’Connor 351 votes.

Fred Rossi for The Times
HAIL TO THE CHIEF...Scotch Plains chose Mark Zyla as their new Police Chief after the retirement of Marshall Nelson.
Chief Zyla is a 21-year veteran of the Scotch Plains Police Department.

 Ben Corbin for The Times
THE OLD ONE TWO PUNCH...Fanwood resident and former Heavy Weight
contender Gerry Cooney warmed up for the fight at Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield on Saturday night. The charity event benefitted Union County’s
Centennial High School in Westfield.
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524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

...You Plant!!

We Plan...

Not sure what to plant where? Need a 
bit of help. We’ve made it really easy at 
Williams Nursery. Our “We Plan You Plant” 
service has been specifically designed for 
the homeowner that enjoys the 
satisfaction of planting the garden 
themselves, but needs a little extra help in 
the selection and the layout.

Stop in this weekend  at either 11 am or 
2 pm Saturday or Sunday for a informal 
group meeting with Billy and learn more on 
how this service works. You can download 
helpful forms including graph paper from 
our website www.williams-nursery.com.

If you’d rather not get your hands dirty 
we can also have your plants planted too!

Not sure what to plant where? Need a 
bit of help. We’ve made it really easy at 
Williams Nursery. Our “We Plan You Plant” 
service has been specifically designed for 
the homeowner that enjoys the 
satisfaction of planting the garden 
themselves, but needs a little extra help in 
the selection and the layout.

Stop in this weekend  at either 11 am or 
2 pm Saturday or Sunday for a informal 
group meeting with Billy and learn more on 
how this service works. You can download 
helpful forms including graph paper from 
our website www.williams-nursery.com.

If you’d rather not get your hands dirty 
we can also have your plants planted too!

David “Billy” Schmidt
Our Design Expert with over

10 years of experience.

Quick Gift
Solution

Learn more
about our
Quick Design
Service
Sat & Sun
11am, 2pm

New Hours
Wed-Sat 9am-7pm Sun-Tue 9am-6pm
New Hours
Wed-Sat 9am-7pm Sun-Tue 9am-6pm

Nelson. The matter was recently ad-
judicated in favor of Mr. Nelson. The
officers are now appealing it. Mr.
Zyla said he didn’t believe the four
officers represent any type of a po-
tentially divisive faction within
the department.

“We’ve dealt with it,” he said. “I
won’t treat them differently. I’m go-
ing to try to pull the whole depart-
ment together as a team.”

Mr. Atkins added that, “we want to
get the police department back to
public service” while promising that
“no one is going to be left out in the
cold because of their past history.”

In addition to announcing the new
Police Chief, Mr. Atkins also said
that Lieutenant Brian Mahoney will
be promoted to Captain on May 1,
replacing Capt. John Shebey, a 31-
year veteran who is retiring along
with Chief Nelson. Mr. Mahoney,
who along with Mr. Zyla was one of
four candidates for the top position
in the department, joined the town-
ship police force in 1987 and was
promoted to Lieutenant in mid-
2002.

The selection process for the new
positions involved a four-step proce-
dure that included a state civil ser-
vice exam, a written essay, an oral
interview and an evaluation of indi-
vidual performance records. During
the selection process, a township
consultant, retired State Police Lt.
Col. Richard Jankowski, assisted Mr.
Atkins.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Chief Zyla

     xtraordinary personal service, sound fashion advice and quality  merchandise, make

keeping in style fun and easy at Jude.  Cranford resident and owner, Jude Zimmerman, uses

her 20 years of fashion industry experience to hand pick selections of clothing and accesso-

ries from such designers as Eileen Fisher, Lily Pulitzer, Sigrid Olsen, Karen Kane, J’Envie.

Jude enjoys working  with women who enjoy the collaborative process of selecting the right

clothes to complement their skin tone and body type.  Discover fashion, function and

femininity in a friendly atmosphere that features each season’s most appealing styles and

colors.  Featuring Lily Pulitzer, mother & daughter,

 “New Initial Bracelets and Necklaces” on grograine ribbons.  Great for Mothers Day!

E

11 North Union Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

908-276-5900
Monday thru Saturday: 10 am - 5 pm

Thursday Evening till 8 pm

Clothing &
Accessories

Township Man Arrested
For Kidnapping Woman

SCOTCH PLAINS – John
Checchio, the owner of Don’s Tree
Service, was arrested and charged with
first degree kidnapping pursuant to an
investigation initiated by officer Paul
Belford and Sergeant Joseph Zito.

At approximately 4 p.m. on Mon-
day Scotch Plains Police received
information that a female caller was
possibly being held against her will
in the area of Route 22 by an indi-
vidual operating a blue pickup truck.
Further investigation led police to 401
Acacia Road where a 34-year-old fe-
male from Plainfield was found inside
the residence and identified herself as
the caller. This victim alleges she was
picked up in Plainfield and eventually
driven in the pickup truck to the ad-
dress where she was found. Mr.
Checchio is alleged to have forced the
victim to lay down in the truck while
he drove to the residence.

At the residence, the victim was
able to access a phone and notify
police in an attempt to identify her
whereabouts to get assistance. The
victim was then allegedly brought into

the residence to a bedroom area where
she was coerced to partially disrobe, at
the time being threatened and assaulted.

Assistance by the New Jersey State
Police and the North Plainfield Po-
lice helped locate the address in
question. Scotch Plains police ar-
rived on scene and located the vic-
tim. The victim did not require medi-
cal attention. After further investi-
gation, a warrant was issue by Judge
J. Donohue of Union County Supe-
rior Court for Mr. Checchio to be
charged with kidnapping. Bail was
set at $100,000.

Mr. Checchio was subsequently
arrested by the Plainfield Police De-
partment in the area of Sixth Street
and Berkman Terrace at approxi-
mately 3 a.m. on this complaint. The
subject was transported to Scotch
Plains Police headquarters and pro-
cessed. Additional charges of posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous sub-
stances were filed prior to Mr.
Checchio being transported to the
Union County Jail. The investigation
is continuing.

ber was granted subject to an inves-
tigation of handicapped accessibil-
ity to the building. The site plan
revision approved on Monday in-
cludes a new handicapped parking
space halfway up the driveway, which
will allow for easier access to the
building’s front door.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Planning Bd.

in the vicinity of the street’s bend, to
two hours during school hours.

The other ordinance will restrict
parking on Cedar Brook Road, which
runs between Redwood Road and
Homestead Terrace near Brunner
Elementary School. Parents drop-
ping off their children are apparently
pulling into Cedar Brook Road, a
dead end street, and then backing up
in order to exit Cedar Brook Road, a
situation the Police Department feels
creates a hazardous condition.

The ordinance will prohibit stop-
ping or standing on both sides of
Cedar Brook Road between 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. on school days.

The council also gave final ap-
proval to a $25,000 capital ordi-
nance that, according to Council-
woman Carolyn Sorge, will finance
the acquisition of new equipment for
TV-34. Twin resolutions were also
passed authorizing the appointment
of Ray Manfra as Public Works
Shared Services Coordinator and Ray
Poerio as Recreation Shared Service
Coordinator. The costs of the $3,000
stipends to be paid to Mr. Manfra
and Mr. Poerio will be split evenly
between Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

The council also awarded a
$50,000 concession contract for
Scotch Hills Country Club to LFM
Enterprises, LLC of Scotch Plains.
Under the agreement, the township
will receive a percentage of the rev-
enue from food concessions and
merchandising.

Mayor Marks issued a proclama-
tion at the start of the meeting de-
claring May as Rescue Squad Month
and urged residents to donate to the
local volunteer rescue squad during
its upcoming fundraising drive.

At the end of the meeting, another
proclamation was issued declaring
today, April 29, to be Arbor Day in
Scotch Plains. The mayor also re-
minded residents that the National
Day of Prayer ceremony will take
place on Thursday, May 6, at 7:30
p.m. in Alan Augustine Park.

Union Catholic Forensics Team
To Participate in Nat’l Contest
SCOTCH PLAINS – During Me-

morial Day weekend, the Union
Catholic High School Forensics Team
will participate in the Catholic Fo-
rensics League National Tournament
in Boston.

Competing against teams from
across the country, Union Catholic
will be representing the Archdio-
cese of Newark. The tournament
will be held in local high schools
and on college campuses in the
Boston area.

Seniors Nathalie Cortes of Union
and Eddie Hernandez of Hillside will
compete in the “Duo Interpretation”

category, along with junior Andrew
Timmes of Colonia and sophomore
Joanne Schurtz of Fanwood.

Junior Vinny Napolitano of Union
will compete in the “Drama” compe-
tition. Vying in the “Student Con-
gress” category will be junior Mary
Beth Tran of South Plainfield. Sopho-
mores Katie McGhee of Edison and
Meaghan Geislinger of Mountainside
will compete in “Declamation,” along
with freshman Edward Sagendorf of
Summit.

This year’s group is the largest
team that Union Catholic has ever
sent to Nationals.
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WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, APRIL 19
•  A burglary was reported at a Dorian

Road business, during which one or more
individuals removed a teeth whitening
product, ransacked a desk, tampered
with the office computer and radio, and
left food wrappers in the office.

TUESDAY, APRIL 20
•  Two motor vehicles were damaged

in separate incidents after Snapple bev-
erage bottles were thrown at them. A
vehicle parked in front of a Boulevard
residence sustained a broken rear win-
dow and a dented roof, while another
vehicle on Dorian Road near Trinity
Place also had its rear window broken
out by a thrown bottle.

•  A West Broad Street resident re-
ported an incident of identity theft in
which an unknown individual acquired
a New Jersey driver’s license under the
victim’s name. The suspect subsequently
was issued a complaint of speeding that
was charged to the victim.

FRIDAY, APRIL 23
•  A North Cottage Place resident re-

ported his motor vehicle was damaged
while it was parked in his driveway.
Police said there were numerous scratches
on the entire body of the vehicle.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
DRAWING A CROWD...The annual Spring Fling street fair in downtown Westfield drew a crowd of thousands from
around the area. This year’s fair featured an expanded children’s area.

Town to Begin Night Parking
Fees; Enforcing Meter Feeding

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Timesr

WESTFIELD -- At Tuesday night’s
Westfield Town Council meeting,
Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee Chairman Sec-
ond Ward Councilman Rafael
Betancourt made recommendations
for an ordinance providing for daily
parking permits at South Avenue,
overnight parking permits in down-
town and a change in permit lot
enforcement hours. The committee
also recommended the oversell of
permit parking and enforcement of
two hour meter feeding.

Councilman Betancourt said that
a $5 daily permit would be available
for parking in the eastern portion of
the South Avenue parking lot. The
permits will be sold on site by the
police department and proof of resi-
dency will have to be shown. The
police department will determine the
hours during which the permits will
be sold.

The committee also recommended
that the hours of enforcement be
changed to 5 a.m. to noon for the
permit parking lots.

The parking lot behind Baron’s
will become an overnight parking lot
for downtown residents from 8 p.m.
to 8 a.m. Residents will be required
to purchase a $702 a year permit.
Cars parked in any other lot over-

night will be ticketed.
The council spent some time dis-

cussing the price of the permit, but
ultimately decided that since some
residents were purchasing employee
permits up until last year, $702 was
acceptable.

Meter feeding will begin to be
enforced after the passage of this
ordinance next month.

Employee parking lot 9, at the
corner of North and Central Avenues,
will be oversold at a percentage to be
determined by Parking Director Cap-
tain John Morgan. The lot is cur-
rently 5 percent oversold, with an
average of 40 empty spaces per day.

This parking lot is for employees
of the downtown. The council hopes
that by overselling the lot it will clear
employees from the streets.

In other business, Kevin Devaney,
who is working on his Eagle Scout
project, proposed to the council and
was granted permission to refurbish
the Korean War Memorial off of
North Avenue.

A six-foot tall stone monument
with a cut out of the Korean penin-
sula and engraved with the names of
the Westfield residents who lost their
lives will be placed on site. With the
help of Craig Stock, oriental and
Korean style plantings will be put in
and the stairs will be refurbished.

Mr. Devaney hopes that the project

will be done by the end of the sum-
mer. Volunteers are welcome to help
out on weekends when work is in
progress.

During the open portion of the
meeting residents Sean Reilly, James
Hay and Greg Green spoke in oppo-
sition of a parking lot adjacent to
Temple Emanu-El on East Broad
Street.

Mr. Reilly inquired on how the
council is handling a lawsuit recently
filed by the temple appealing the
Board of Adjustment’s decision to
deny their request for a parking lot.
Town Attorney Robert Cockren stated
that it is the council’s policy not to
comment on pending litigation.

After Mr. Hay said that the council
is not giving residents any informa-
tion on what the representation is,
Mr. Cockren said that residents have
a right to retain counsel and inter-
vene in the lawsuit.

Several residents spoke in favor of
the parking decks.

Martin Spector said that there is a
need for both decks and that right
now is the time to move forward
because interest rates are low. He
did, however, caution the council
that changes in downtown parking
rules need to be “spoon fed” to the
businesses because people feel like
enforcement is being “shoved down
their throats.”

Saul Drittel said that he manages a
building on South Avenue, and resi-
dents there will also need overnight
parking, but on the south side.

Allen Solomon showed the mayor
and council a copy of the town code
where it says that residents and tax-
payers may address the council dur-
ing the public portion. Mr. Solomon
said that this implies that only those
people may address the council.

Mayor Gregory McDermott said
that the town code “doesn’t say that
we (the council) have to respond to
anything,” and questioned, “doesn’t
it help all of us” to let everyone come
in and speak.

Christine Povolac spoke of a flood-
ing problem on Pine Grove because
of new construction on Boulevard.
She said that new construction should
not be allowed to ruin existing neigh-
borhoods.
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GOP Candidates Question
Freeholders on Arts Center
Mr. Renna expressed the opinion

that, among other things, the oper-
ating budget process “is flawed”
and that the county residents are
being “overtaxed.” He also felt that
there was a lack of support for
purchase and renovation of the arts
center.

“There was no cost benefit analy-
sis done on why we’re doing this,”
he stated.

Mr. Renna added that he had
requested various documents with
regards to the purchase, using the
Open Public Records Act (OPRA),
but that he did not receive them.
Chairman Estrada pointed out to
him and for the record that Mr.
Renna had made the OPRA requests
the day of the meeting.

Freeholder Mirabella later added

that the budget hearings were al-
ways open to the public. The free-
holder expressed dismay and anger
upon hearing what Mr. Renna had
to say with regards to the budget,
saying that Mr. Renna never showed
up for any of the hearings or meet-
ings.

“I am getting a little tired of his half-
truths and outright lies about certain
individuals on this board and this ad-
ministration,” said Freeholder
Mirabella. “It’s just unfair to the public
to have somebody out there not telling
the truth, and I think it’s unfortunate
that he’s in that position where he feels
like that’s what he needs to do.”

The freeholders also formally in-
troduced the 2004 Operating Bud-
get, details of which will be released
in the near futurte.
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