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Miss Kirstin Lauer and J.D. Murphy

Miss Kirstin Lauer
To Marry J.D. Murphy

Miss Kate T. Diggory and John R. Dening

Battiloros Welcome
Daughter, Linnea

Christopher and Jana Battiloro of
Edison have announced the birth of
their first child, daughter Linnea Faith
Battiloro, at 12:21 a.m. on Tuesday,
March 30, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Linnea weighed 7 pounds and 1
ounce and measured 20 inches in
length at birth.

The baby is the fourth grandchild
for her maternal grandparents, Lorna
and Jan Knost of Charlestown, R.I.

She is the first grandchild for pa-
ternal grandparents Judith and Paul
Battiloro of Westfield.

Linnea is the great-granddaughter
of Elizabeth Chrone of Westfield
and the late Lucy M. Battiloro.

Miss Kate T. Diggory
To Wed John R. Dening

Mrs. Bobbi Lauer of Westfield and
Gerhard Lauer of Fords have an-
nounced the engagement of their
daughter, Miss Kirstin Lauer of
Flanders, to J.D. Murphy, also of
Flanders. He is the son of Ms. Dor-
othy Murphy of Prattville, Ala.

The bride-elect graduated from
Westfield High School in 1989 and
from Kean University in 1998. She is
an accountant with New York Life

Investment Management in
Parsippany.

Her fiancé graduated from
Prattville High School in 1988. He
served in the United States Marine
Corps from 1988 to 1994 and partici-
pated in Operation Desert Storm. He
is employed as a restaurant manager
at Cité in Manhattan.

The couple plans to be married in
the summer of 2005.

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Diggory of
Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Miss
Kate Thomas Diggory, to John
Reynolds Dening. He is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Deke Dening of New

Providence.
The bride-to-be, a 1995 graduate

of Westfield High School, earned a
bachelor’s degree in elementary edu-
cation from Messiah College in
Grantham, Pa. in 1999.

She currently is pursuing her
master’s degree in technology edu-
cation at the College of Saint Eliza-
beth in Convent Station and is a third
grade teacher at St. Rose of Lima
School in Short Hills.

Her fiancé is a 1995 graduate of
New Providence High School and
earned both a bachelor’s degree and
a master’s degree in civil engineer-
ing from The Cooper Union in New
York City. He is employed by URS
Corporation, an engineering firm in
Wayne.

The couple will be married in July
and will reside in New Jersey.

People For Animals to Hold
Benefit Walk on May 16

COUNTY – People for Animals
will sponsor its annual Walk for
Animals, benefiting homeless cats
and dogs awaiting adoption, on Sun-
day, May 16, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The event will be held at Nomahegan
Park in Cranford.

All are welcome to join the walk,
with or without a dog. The walk is
approximately two miles, but par-
ticipants may walk a shorter dis-
tance.

To register, please call (908) 688-
1073 and select menu option 5. A
sponsorship sheet will be mailed or

faxed upon request.
Participants are asked to sign up

as many sponsors as possible to
pledge funds for the walk. Each
person who turns in at least $75 in
donations on the day of the walk
will receive a free People for Ani-
mals T-shirt.

Every dog that participates will
receive a bag of doggie goodies.
There will be refreshments for all,
plus contests with prizes for the
dogs. Christine Nagy of Z100 Radio
will serve as honorary chairwoman
and have autographed pictures.

Miller-Cory to Highlight
‘18th Century Star Gazing’

Center For Hope Sets
Benefit Wine Tasting
WESTFIELD – The Center for

Hope Hospice and Palliative Care
will sponsor a Wine Tasting Night
Out on Tuesday, May 18, from 7 to
9:30 p.m. at the Northside Trattoria,
located at 16 Prospect Street in
Westfield.

The cost is $40 per person. Hors
d’oeuvres will be served, and a silent
auction is also planned for the
evening.

All proceeds from this fundraiser
will help to provide terminally ill
patients with natural, humane care
known as hospice and their families
or loved ones with physical, emo-
tional and spiritual support.

For tickets or further information,
please call Donna at (908) 233-3805.

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, May
2, the Reverend John Mills of
Fanwood will present a program on
“18th Century Star Gazing” between
2 and 5 p.m. at the Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield.

Visitors will learn how and why
the colonists were so involved with
astronomy and star gazing as a con-
tinual seasonal activity.

Individuals sought guidelines for
the planting and harvesting of crops,
while celestial formations were also
of interest to seamen in selling their
products, studying the tides and as-
sisting in navigation.

Janet Murphy of Kenilworth and
Sherry Lange of Cranford, mem-
bers of the museum’s Cooking Com-
mittee, will prepare food over the
open hearth using methods prac-
ticed in the 18th and 19th centuries.
Taste treats will be available for
visitors to sample.

Costumed docents provide tours
of the Colonial farmhouse to visi-
tors, who are also invited to stop by
the museum’s gift shop, managed
by Deborah Bailey of Westfield.
The gift shop features a variety of
teas, books, crafts and Colonial re-
productions for sale.

Admission to the museum is $2
for adults, 50 cents for students and
free for children under age six.

On Sunday, May 16, the museum
will present a “Band Box Demon-
stration” by museum volunteer
Eileen O’Shea of Summit. For more
information about the museum,
please call (908) 232-1776.

Upcoming Five-Miler
To Benefit Our House
AREA – The fifth annual Our

House five-miler will return to Sum-
mit on Sunday, May 2, starting at 1
p.m. at The Green, located at Broad
and Elm Streets in Summit. This
year’s race will feature a Men’s and
Women’s Masters Championship
component.

Prize money awarded will be
$3,500, and runners and volunteers
will be eligible for random prize
drawings. Joe’s American Bar & Grill
and Papa-Razzi of Short Hills will
provide pre- and post-race refresh-
ments to runners.

Additionally, a special race will be
held for children with developmen-
tal disabilities ages six to 21. There is
no charge to participate, and each
individual will receive a T-shirt,
medal and refreshments.

Anyone interested in taking part in
the race, volunteering that day, spon-
soring a portion of the event or pro-
viding raffle prizes may call Karen at
(908) 464-8008, extension no. 122.
To register online, please visit
www.active.com. The registration fee
is $23 for all participants.

Proceeds from the event will sup-
port services and programs for ado-
lescents and adults with develop-
mental and learning disabilities.

Financial Seminar
Offered to Women

SCOTCH PLAINS – A free semi-
nar entitled “Financial Strategies for
Today’s Woman” will be held on
Monday, May 10, from 9:15 to 10:30
a.m. in the Community Room of the
Scotch Plains Public Library, located
at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

Lois Dick, an independent repre-
sentative of Primerica Financial Ser-
vices, a member of Citigroup, will be
the presenter.

Her topics will include taking con-
trol of one’s finances; retirement plan-
ning; assessing one’s financial situa-
tion and goals, and achieving those
goals. Seating is limited. To reserve
a space, please call (888) 317-2975.

Girl Scouts Announce
5K Race at Area Park
COUNTY — The Girl Scouts of

Washington Rock Council (GSWRC)
will hold a 5K Run on Saturday, May
15, at Cedarbrook Park in Plainfield
to benefit local Girl Scouting pro-
grams.

The 5K race will be followed by a
Two Mile Fun Walk. The fee is $15 on
or before Monday, May 3, and $18
after that date. A T-shirt only is $10.

Race day registration will begin at
7:30 a.m., the 5K race at 9 a.m., Fun
Walk stretching at 9:30 a.m., and the
Two-Mile Fun Walk at 10 a.m. There
will be water stations during and
refreshments after the race. The
course is certified and sanctioned by
the USATF-NJ.

Registration materials may be
picked up in advance on Thursday,
May 13, from 5 to 8 p.m. at the
GSWRC office, 201 Grove Street,
East, in Westfield. Forms may also
be printed online at
www.westfieldnj.com/girlscouts, un-
der News and Events. For more in-
formation, please call (908) 232-
3236, extension no. 1206.

Exhibit to Spotlight Westfield
During Lewis and Clark Era
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Historical Society will feature a com-
panion exhibit to the touring exhibit
on the Literature of Lewis and Clark,
which will open Monday, May 3, at
the Westfield Memorial Library.

Entitled “What was going on in
Westfield at the time of the Lewis
and Clark Expedition?”, this exhibit
will also be on display at the library,
located at 550 East Broad Street.
Both exhibits are scheduled to run
through Friday, July 16.

The companion exhibit will in-
clude a copy of the handwritten act
passed by the Legislature on January
27, 1794 by which residents of what
was then known as the West Ward or
the West Fields of Elizabethtown
achieved independence.

Also featured will be an elaborate
map showing how Westfield shrank

to its present size; a description of the
Town Trunk that contained the entire
municipal treasury, which in 1794
amounted to just over $63, and photo-
graphs and illustrations of buildings
from that era, such as the Miller-Cory
House, that are still standing today.

The exhibit will also contain a
reproduction of a Central Railroad
of New Jersey stock certificate, high-
lighting the most important event in
the development of Westfield – the
arrival in 1839 of the railroad from
Elizabethtown. Additionally, the ex-
hibit will include a brief history of
the schools in Westfield.

The Historical Society is currently
planning a town museum to be housed
in the town-owned Reeve House on
Mountain Avenue, where it hopes to
present displays on Westfield area
history on a continuing basis.

Spring Sale and

TRUNK SHOW
Sat. May 1st - Sat. May 8th

J. Winthrop & Co.
F i n e  J e w e l r y  a n d  G i f t s

233 North Ave. E.    Tuesday-Saturday
Westfield, NJ  10am-5:30 pm

(908) 232-8199   Thursday til 9pm

Meet Vera Bradley Representative
on Thursday, May 6

Ministerium to Observe
National Day of Prayer

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Ministerium is in-
viting area residents to take part in its
National Day of Prayer observance
on Thursday, May 6, from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m.

The event, which calls on people
to seek God’s blessings, will be held
at the Village Green adjacent to
Scotch Plains Township Hall, 430
Park Avenue. Participants are en-
couraged to bring lawn chairs.

In the event of rain, the observance
will take place at the Scotch Plains
Baptist Church, located at the corner
of Park Avenue and Grand Street.




