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PRESIDENTIAL PE N
Unique & exceptional gifts

for the woman 
who deserves nothing less...

Celebrate MMother’s DDay 
on MMay 99th!

112 Central Avenue, Westfield
Call 908-317-9600
www.presidentialpen.com
Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5:30; Thurs ‘til 8

" I  rremember

my mmother’s

prayers 

and 

they hhave 

always

followed mme.

They hhave

clung tto 

me aal l  

my ll ife.”

Abraham LLincoln

Introducing tthe
Waterman IIci  EEt LLa
Collection   

A new writing instrument

for the stylish woman...

available in contemporary

rollerball, ballpoint or

timeless fountain styles,

each with an elegant

holder/carrying case.

Choose from six high-

impact colors.

Offering FFine PProducts FFrom:
Cross • Mont Blanc • Aurora

Rotring • Bosca

PTA Vice-President Thanks Those
Who Help to Make a Differnce

The Park Middle School PTA would like
to publicly acknowledge the entire staff of
Park Middle School as we celebrate Na-
tional PTA Teacher Appreciation Week,
May 3-7.

Park Middle School is a special place
where students receive attention and en-
couragement from the dedicated group of
professionals who work there. The middle
school years are very challenging and the
students at Park are fortunate to have this
group of adults to accompany them on their
educational journey. The staff helps to in-
stall in our children a love of learning and a
positive attitude about themselves that they

will carry with them throughout their lives.
On behalf of every member of the Park

family, the PTA would like to thank each
member of the staff, Principal Lisa
Rebimbas, Assistant Principal Kevin
Holloway, the teachers, secretaries, aides,
cafeteria staff and custodians for making a
real difference in our children’s lives. We
also thank them for fostering the care and
concerned atmosphere that makes Park a
wonderful place to spend the middle school
years.

Jerilyn Campbell
Park Middle School PTA

Scotch Plains

April 18 Bike Race Was Wonderful,
Should be Downtown Next Year

The bike race that took place on April
18, was wonderful. We were lucky
enough to have the racers pass on the
street, next to our house. The colorful
riders raced by in a flash. The weather
was perfect and everyone I spoke to
thought the race was great.

My wife and I did what many of my
neighbors did. We had Sunday breakfast
outside and watched the races. The event
was well run and ran like a fine watch.
The bails of hay and the roadblocks were
all picked up on time. Leaving our neigh-
borhood exactly as it was. Kudos to the
organizers.

Afterwards we heard the race circuit
for next year, will be moved to the center
of town. That makes good sense. Let the
businesses take advantage of the crowds
watching. I can see the outside tables

filled with people cheering the racers on.
A circuit for next year could use a

figure eight and cross at East Broad and
Elm, crisscrossing the center of down-
town. All the businesses would benefit.

Once the redevelopment is finished
we could change the course circuit to
take advantage of our new town. The
course could start on the fourth floor of
the south side parking deck. Bikers could
race down the winding ramp out to South
Avenue, turning left on Central Avenue,
go under the bridge and cross over North
Avenue and left on Elmer. They could
then take a right on Elm Street and up the
ramp of the north side parking deck, to
the top.

The future looks bright for Westfield.
Richard Dobra

WestfieldWestfield Resident Claims Parking
Deck Not Worth the Compromise

Mayor and Town Council Should
Build Reasonable Sized Decks

“Be careful what you wish for, you just
might get it.” Supporters of the commuter
parking deck would be best to remember
this old adage, as the implications of build-
ing a commuter parking deck along South
Avenue become clear.

1) Delays and congestion on roads in
close proximity to the deck are very well
documented in the towns’ sponsored traffic
studies.  Many intersections are “unaccept-
able” now and get much worse with rede-
velopment.

2) Strain on town services (e.g., addi-
tional police and fire dept. support and
equipment) road infrastructure and schools.
These costs haven’t been considered in the
various financial models.

3) Is the perceived convenience of a
parking space worth compromising safety
and security? The proposed four-story park-
ing deck structure will be particularly diffi-
cult to police and protect.

4) Are residents willing to compromise
the likelihood of future development projects
of this size based upon the precedence set by
approving this project? As reported in The
Leader, a local developer had already pro-
posed an 87,000-square foot building and an
additional 300 space parking deck in town.

5) Are permit holders satisfied with the
present parking accommodations? If so, are
they willing to support permit fees approach-
ing $90 per month for a deck they don’t need.
Would residents support a parking deck,
while about 100 parking spaces sit unused in
the commuter parking lots each day?

There are claims that this deck is for the
future of Westfield, and there are risks of

doing nothing. For example, prospective
homebuyers won’t move to Westfield be-
cause they can’t get a parking permit quickly,
and that South Avenue is in need of im-
provement.

In my judgment, any credible homebuyer
who wouldn’t move here because they
couldn’t get a permit probably doesn’t fully
appreciate the many positive aspects this
community offers. Note that this “short-
age” of new residents hasn’t affected de-
mand, as many homes in town have nearly
doubled in value over a short period of time
(including a prolonged recession).

As for improving South Avenue, how
does building a 600-foot long, four-story,
70 plus unit apartment complex and 1,100
parking space deck classify as an “improve-
ment” to a residential town such as ours?

This may be true in larger metropolitan
cities, where certain areas are in need of a
major facelift (like a K. Hovnanian devel-
opment project in Newark or Jersey City),
but not here.

Do commuter deck proponents consider
the new Union County Police Headquarters
on North Avenue an improvement to
Westfield? The proposed South Avenue
redevelopment structure is nearly as high
and about five times it’s size.

Call me old-fashion, but with an increase
in traffic, strained infrastructure, decrease
in safety and quality of life, and an increase
in taxes, all for solving the “crisis” of a
permit wait list, these aren’t improvements
we need for the future.

William West
Westfield

I’ve lived in Westfield since 1978,
and I’ve been selling residential real
estate in town since 1986.

One year before Emerson Thomas
passed away, I called him to see if he were
interested in selling a particular property
that he owned. Mr. Thomas and I had a
few very amicable conversations over the
last few years of his life. We got on the
subject of decks in town. He told me that
he had tried to get a deck approved in
1950 when he was mayor. That was 54
years ago! He still believed, as I do, that
we need parking decks for commuters,
shoppers and downtown employees.

I have lost at least 15 different buyers
to other towns because of the four to six
year waiting list for commuter parking
spaces. If the town doesn’t build a deck,

I wouldn’t blame the commuters if they
formed a group, along with downtown
merchants and sued the town for inac-
tion on an obvious need. Our once dying
downtown has been rejuvenated with
national chain stores but they need park-
ing. I’ll bet that 30 to 40 percent of
Saturdays traffic downtown is people
circling looking for parking space.

To get to the point, we need the South
Avenue and Prospect Street decks. Re-
tail on South Avenue and residential
condos on Prospect Street would com-
pliment the decks very nicely.

For Westfield’s future, please support
and ask the Westfield mayor and town
council to build reasonably sized decks.

Peter Hogaboom
Westfield

FUN RUN...Kids are off to a running start at the Westfield’s Recreation
Department’s 1-Mile Fun Run on April 24.

Resident Provides Other Options
For Parking Deck, Redevelopment

I am a 42-year resident of Westfield.
I attended Wilson and Grant Elementary
Schools, Roosevelt Jr. High School, and
graduated from Westfield High School.
I have seen the town or Westfield at it’s
worst, at it’s best, and now, headed in
God knows what direction.

As a resident, an executive and a parent
in Westfield, it is my obligation to point
out the issues that I believe are inherent in
the decision to build or not build, addi-
tional parking spaces in town. Here is what
I see the issues at hand to be, and how I
believe they should be addressed for the
benefit of all residents and businesses.

To all the newcomers to Westfield,
our town didn’t always look like this. I
used to walk to Roosevelt Jr. High through
town, and the most important retailers
there where The Leader Store, Lancasters
and Ted’s Smoke Shop. Maybe throw in
Woolworths for pet supplies. We had a
drug store on the corner of East Broad
and Elm (now a travel store) that had the
worst selection of elderly toilets, bed-
pans and walkers in its display windows.
Coffee shops (none) and small mom and
pops shops and barber shops. What you
see now is new over the past few years.

Westfield has become an outdoor Short
Hills Mall which I believe (as Martha
Stewart would say) is a good thing. The
stores that have opened have come here
because of our demographics, spending
power etc. But, I am sure, that some-
where, a promise, whether implied or
stated, was made to create additional
parking to “encourage their investment”
in Westfield. These retailers survive on
profits. Profits come from sales, sales
come from foot traffic and foot traffic
comes from visitors shopping. More visi-
tors, more foot traffic, more sales and
more profits. Simple business econom-
ics. Trust me when I say, that when or if
Westfield doesn’t make economic and
fiscal sense, these national retailers will
be gone. Most are tenants, not owners.
So, if you want them to stay, to keep the
downtown vibrant and exciting, we must
offer some appeasement (sic).

I will also say this, I personally do not
believe we currently have a lack of park-
ing. The problem lies in the allocation of
the parking spaces. With more retailers
doing business in town, they are bring-
ing in more employees. These employ-
ees are competing with the shoppers for
parking. I can’t tell you how many times

I have seen employees run out to spots
on Elm, or Quimby etc. to feed the meter
in front of the store they work. I also
don’t know of many shoppers that
wouldn’t pay more for convenience park-
ing. Also, train parking permits are be-
ing horded by non-commuters.

Therefore, with all this in mind, I
offer the following solution:

1) Build a one-level deck behind The
Gap or Rialto for employee-only parking:
These sites do not restrict or reduce any
quality of life issues of a neighborhood.
They will not increase traffic, only man-
age it better. The Gap site is ideal as it is
totally hidden from view. “Businesses
only” would be able to purchase an allo-
cation of spots per square foot of retail
space (TBD) to help support the costs. All
cars would require a permit to park here.

2) Raise on-street meter prices to 25
cents for 15 minutes. If you are an em-
ployee working an eight hour shift, paying
$8 a day for parking would be a deterrent.
Also, cap the feed time to one hour. Most
in-towners are short-term parking.

3) Forget retail and apartment space as
part of the deck scenario. You want a long
term nightmare? Westfield is going strong
now, so the idea seems viable, but, have a
downturn, and you have some scary situa-
tions. We’re all educated adults in this
town, figure that one out. But then again,
maybe we do need another sub shop?

4) Create a way to pull back unused
parking permits at the train station. We
all know someone that doesn’t use the
train parking, but keeps renewing be-
cause they are afraid on losing it. That is
why the train lot looks empty! There is
plenty of parking. Only the permits are
being horded. Yearly renewals with proof
of monthly train pass purchases for 9 out
of 12 months preceding for example.

That is it in a nutshell. Yes, I know what
I am talking about, and yes, it is an impor-
tant issue that is becoming divisive. Mark
Ciarrocca you’ve been here as long as me.
You know the situation. I call on you
particularly to take a leadership role in
this, as you are one of us. Work on a
resolution based on facts and needs assess-
ment, and I’m sure my recommendations
will make more of a positive impact on
Westfield than name calling and arguing if
the long term interests of Westfield are in
fact, what is important to us all.

Chris Nelson
Westfield

Former Mayor Boothe Praises Temple
For Holding Meeting on Same Sex Issues

I commend Temple Emanu-El for
holding the recent meeting on same sex
issues; the temple has long been willing
to assist where others were unwilling to
tread.

That said, this whole issue of same sex
rights is rapidly proving to be a classic
example of the law of unintended conse-
quences. These proposals will adversely
affect a lot of people who have no inter-
est in this issue, and will keep lawyers
[my pre-retirement profession] busy and
financial and other matters unsettled for
decades to come.

More specifically, the recent New
Jersey law instantly added to our under
funded New Jersey public employee re-
tirement plans an unknown and unknow-
able for years multitude of entitled part-
ners. Actuaries can estimate deaths, etc.
in setting rates, but how does anyone
figure how many registered partners will
emerge in the future? Yet all these people
are entitled now to step forward and
claim pension benefits they did not have
a few months ago. And we taxpayers are
being hammered by mishandling of bud-
geting for state employee pension mat-
ters as it is.

How many private companies will
eliminate pension plans because they
cannot abide this suddenly imposed ex-
tra pension expense - thus hurting a lot of
others having no involvement or interest
in same sex issues. What of the New
York City proposal that any contractor
with the city must provide benefits for
partners - how many businesses will go
under for failure to qualify for city con-
tracts solely on this requirement? More
innocently hurt people.

Real estate titles and estates will be

messed up as people say they are entitled
to, or have courts modify or set aside,
laws and expectations in expensive liti-
gation, again affecting innocents on the
other side of transactions, including resi-
dential real estate closings.

Recently, The New York Times reported
a ceremonial “marriage” in British Co-
lumbia of two men, both Seattle resi-
dents. Move one to, say, Massachusetts
and the other to, say, New Jersey - as the
saying goes in law school, “what are the
rights and liabilities of the parties?”

Now the City of Asbury Park govern-
ing body in what I consider completely
irresponsible behavior for municipal
officials is going to press for the right to
have municipal officials issues licenses
in contravention of clear present law. Of
course there is litigation. Should the
Asbury Park taxpayers, already getting
state assistance for their schools, see
their tax dollars spent on social issues
litigation? I for one, as a genuine certi-
fied state taxpayer, think not and object.

This list is endless, and items in the
paper expand it daily. If ever a subject
required careful thoughtful discussion,
analysis and drafting, this is it. Rights
strictly between people, eg medical visi-
tations, passage of property, can be done
by careful legislation or by simple agree-
ments and powers of attorney. Matters
affecting others, eg pensions and tax-
payer costs for same, are public policy
issues requiring much thought. Unfortu-
nately in a rush to quick fix, and maybe
seek votes and being loved, elected offi-
cials are creating future chaos beyond
estimate.

Garland “Bud” Boothe
Westfield

Mackie Furniture
Featuring: Harden • Lexington • Moose Head

Nichols & Stone • Statton • Madison Square • Superior
320 Somerset Street, North Plainfield

Call for a phone quote.

908-756-3274
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 10 to 5

HALF the
STORE

at
1/2 PRICE!

CLEARANCE SALE

609338




