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WF Reader Responds
To Temple Appeal Letter

I am responding to Simon Lack’s let-
ter expressing his “disappointment” that
Temple Emanu-El has appealed the de-
nial of its variance application by the
Board of Adjustment. Happily, we live
in a country where access to the courts is
available to anyone who feels they have
a claim, which should be reviewed by a
judge or jury. The fact that this or any
other community must budget for poten-
tial litigation is a small price to pay for
our freedom.

Stephen Barcan
Westfield

BOE Member Thanks
Voters For Support

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank the Westfield community for your
continued support of our school system.
Westfield has a long tradition of excel-
lence in education, as well as the com-
munity support upon which such excel-
lence depends. For the past three years,
it has been an honor to serve as a member
of the board of education, and I look
forward to continued service with an-
ticipation. There are few things more
important than providing the best educa-
tion possible for our children, and giving
them every opportunity to succeed. As
we look ahead, we face considerable
challenges including increasing enroll-
ment on top of higher costs. My col-
leagues on the board, the administration
and I, have and will continue to work
hard to achieve the goals and priorities
established with considerable commu-
nity input, to maintain and improve upon
the excellence of our schools, and to
maximize our resources and the value of
the services we provide. Your continued
support is crucial to our success. Once
again thank you.

Rich Solomon
Westfield

Westfield Runner Wants Drivers
To Pay Attention to Pedestrian Safety
With all of the interest in Westfield

and in your paper about traffic studies
and speed bumps and most of all, public
safety, I feel compelled to share a story
of my own. I’m an avid runner and on my
way home from Tamaques Park via
Rahway Avenue I was nearly flattened
by a speeding green SUV.

As a runner I’m well acquainted with
ways to be cautious on the road such as
running against traffic to see oncoming
vehicles and wearing bright clothing to
name a few. In fact I think since I began
running I’ve become a much more con-
scientious and cautious driver.

The car that nearly hit me was travel-
ing west on Rahway Avenue directly in
front of Edison School. Not only was the
driver speeding he or she was passing a
vehicle over a double yellow line in a
school zone. What is that, 15 points right
there? I consider myself lucky not to
have gotten tagged, especially in front of

Winning Mountainside BOE
Candidate Venes Thanks Voters

Citizens Have Right
To Challenge Decisions
Made by Govt. Bodies
I was disturbed to read Simon Lack’s

letter to the editor last week, in which
he attacked the temple and essentially
a person’s right to challenge the ac-
tions of a governmental body. Last
time I checked, in this country we all
still had the right to appeal the deci-
sions of municipal bodies that we be-
lieve are incorrect or question their
actions.

For example, we have the right to
express our opinions for or against the
parking deck, even if the town incurs
legal fees as a result. Appeals of deci-
sions of zoning boards of adjustment
and planning boards occur frequently,
and there are laws and court rules
specifically addressing such appeals.
Decisions do get reversed when a court
determines the decision was “arbitrary,
capricious or unreasonable.”

Is Mr. Lack advocating eliminating
our right to appeal decisions of mu-
nicipal agencies, which we believe are
incorrect?

Russell Finestein
Westfieldmy daughter’s school.

I have had the good fortune of living
and working in this town for more than
20 years and I know that the people who
live here and the often under appreciated
police department really care about the
safety and welfare of our community.
It’s a shame that common sense and safe
driving habits have become so uncom-
mon.

I hope, if nothing else, my letter draws
some attention to pedestrian safety, I
know people think we runners tend to
rule the road, but even if I hadn’t been
out Wednesday morning this driver
would have been breaking laws all over
the place. If anything at least remember
you’re driving in the most precious part
of town- in front of our schools. Oh well,
I’ve got the license plate number.

Mike Cleary
Westfield

During the campaign for the Board of
Education election I walked the streets
of our town distributing information
about myself and my views on educa-
tion. As I walked, I talked with children,
parents and taxpayers alike. I made nu-
merous telephone calls to you asking for
your vote, and exchanged ideas with
many of you. But just as important as my
reaching out to you, was your reaching
out to me. You offered me your sugges-
tions and made known your concerns
and for this I am most appreciative. For
now that the election is over and you
have chosen me to serve on the board of
education, I will be in a position to
address your needs and concerns. And
this I will do.

I am most thankful to those of you

who made the effort to come to the polls
on Election Day and cast your votes for
me. Not only do I thank each and every
one of you, but I congratulate you. The
voter turnout in Mountainside was 16
percent. While this may not impress you
as a large turnout, it was not only one of
the highest in Union County, but above
the traditional average of 9-13 percent.
This turnout and show of interest sup-
ports the fact that good public schools
are a reflection of a community.

I will reaffirm what I stated to you
during the campaign: I will work to the
best of my ability to present all the
residents in Mountainside. That having
been said, I must get to work.

Carmine Venes
Mountainside Board of Education

Baseball Opening Day
Was a Huge Success

The Opening Day Ceremony for
Westfield Baseball was such a great
event. As I watched a sea of people
walking down St. Marks Avenue, a
proud feeling of community came over
me. This event embodied what
Westfield is and shows that it is a great
place to live. This combination of boys
and girls, parents and coaches, who
volunteer their time and talent, was a
good reflection of the make up of this
town. It brought out the nostalgic days
of our youth and all that is good. I hope
this new tradition sticks with us for a
while.

I would like to thank all the women
of Westfield Baseball who made Open-
ing Day possible. I would especially
like to thank the two women who started
it all, Sandy White and Shawna
Monaghan. Their vision, commitment,
endless hours and hard work made
Opening Day something to remember.
I appreciate all that they have done for
our children and this community. They
are the true diamonds of Westfield
Baseball!

Nancy Hartzell
Westfield

Why is the Mayor Trying to Shove
This Garage Down Our Throats?

Up until now, I have pretty much
stayed out of the parking deck fray but I
feel compelled to relay a story to the
mayor. My children attend Franklin
School, as do the mayor’s, and I recently
got together with a group of other moth-
ers to work on a school project. As we
were working, the issue of the garage
came up and of course, all of the mothers
were in agreement—no one wanted it.
As evidenced by every single town coun-
cil meeting, the residents of Westfield,
good caring hardworking citizens of this
town, are overwhelmingly opposed to a
deck.

Exasperated, one mother finally raised
her head from her work and asked, “Why
is the mayor trying to shove this garage
down our throats?” We were all silent.
No one had an answer. Another parent,
who had grown up in Greenwich, Con-
necticut discussed how they had built a
deck in that town and she, as well as
others, still drive around until they find
a space in the street, and there always is
one. “It’s creepy,” she says of the ga-
rage. “I don’t want to park there.”

Please don’t think that she is alone in
this way of thinking. According to data
collected in a Violence Against Women

Survey, 67 percent of women say that
they worry about using parking garages
because they don’t feel safe. Aren’t
women the primary target for the north
side deck? Mothers, grandmother, teen-
age daughters-these are the affluent shop-
pers that come downtown each day. And
most of them will continue to drive
around and clog up intersections and
park even further from town to avoid the
deck. In fact, many of them may just
keep going until they reach the mall in
Short Hills. At least once they park
there, they will be able to walk around in
a temperature-controlled climate. Is that
what we’re competing against?

I, in no way, mean this letter to be a
personal attack.  In fact, I do believe the
mayor ultimately wants to do what is
best.  But I also know that if I were in his
position, I would want to know what
everyone is thinking.  Please examine all
of the alternatives, as initially outlined
in the “eleven principles” before going
forward. And listen to the townspeople,
not just to the greed of a few merchants,
as a good mayor should.

Maria Boyes
Westfield

BOE Election Turnout
Is a Sad Commentary
It is a sad commentary on civic re-

sponsibility when less than 3,000 regis-
tered voters in Westfield turn out to vote
in the Board of Education election, and
only 2,300 vote on the school budget.

Considering the size of our town, those
numbers reflect such a low level of citi-
zen participation that it can hardly be
called participatory democracy. Where
are the participants? The issues stem-
ming from these school board and bud-
get votes are extremely important, par-
ticularly in these times of rampant gov-
ernment deficits and dwindling federal
and state education funding.

With these types of voter numbers, it
can only be concluded that few care
about whether we are getting good value
from our education system, or whether
we even want to know what is going on
in our education system. That is ex-
tremely shortsighted, since the abilities
of future generations depend upon the
quality and efficiency of our education
system today. It also sets a very poor
example for today’s children, who will
be tomorrow’s voters.

Charles Stotter
Westfield

Donors, Volunteers to Road Races
Thanked by WF Rec. Commission

The Westfield Recreation Commis-
sion and Department would like to take
this opportunity to thank all those who
sponsored, volunteered and partici-
pated in our 14th Annual Road Races
held on April 24.

Saturday was a beautiful day for
over 200 runners who came out to
participate in our 1-Mile Fun Run and
5-Miler. Plaques were awarded to the
top finishers and Medals awarded to
the Fun Run participants.

Spencer Smith of Westfield broke
the Westfield 5-Miler 10-year course
record of 25:39 by Tim Ensign of
Westfield by 26 seconds. The new
course record to beat is 25minutes and
13seconds.  Congratulations Spencer
Smith!

This event helps to raise money in
support of the commission’s drug and
alcohol free programs. Proceeds will
be put directly towards Project Gradu-

ation – Bash 2004 for high school
seniors that the Commission tri-spon-
sors with the Optimist Club of
Westfield and the High School PTO.

We hope this annual event contin-
ues to grow and receive the continued
support of the community. The com-
mission acknowledges the area busi-
nesses and organizations whose kind
support helped to enable the Depart-
ment to run a safe and successful event:
Hershey’s Deli,  Town Bank of
Westfield, PROforma Printing, Cen-
tury 21 Taylor & Love Inc., TC Graph-
ics, Anthony James Construction, The
Mattress Factory, Leventhal Family
Chiropractic, Kirkwood & Gachko,
LLP, Penny Pray Antiques, Vicki’s
Diner, Drug Fair, JMK Auto Sales,
Weldon Materials Inc., Ferraro’s,
ShopRite, Culligan, and Westfield
Mortgage.

Thank you all for your assistance
and a special thanks to our Recreation
Department Staff, the police depart-
ment, the First Aid Squad, DPW and to
all those who participated in the event.
For race results please go to:
www.compuscore.com.

The Westfield Recreation
Department

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ctenidium – Respiratory organ of a

mollusk
2. Adminicle – Help; support
3. Conculcate – To trample under foot
4. Banian – A Hindu trader or mer-

chant

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ANATREPTIC
1. Refuting; defeating
2. Having the shape of a funnel
3. Well-formed; symmetrical
4. Unable to secrete saliva

BEZAN
1. A fur-lined gown
2. A cotton cloth from Bengal
3. A Brazilian parakeet
4. A large cape, or short, full cloak

worn in the first half of the nineteenth
century

CHIRAGRA
1. Gout in the hand
2. A handkerchief
3. A fish net
4. Strong beer or ale

STRIGINE
1. Of or like an arrow or arrowhead
2. Resembling a pea in shape and size
3. Pertaining to an owl
4. Pertaining to tortoises or turtles
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Submitted by Lorre Korecky
Board Trustee

Town Attorney Was Not Right to Call
Resident Out of Order at Council Mtg.

I believe some additional detail is
needed to fully appreciate the commo-
tion caused by Robert Cockren at the
last town council meeting, as described
by your paper. Mr. Cockren, who sprung
to his feet and declared that I was “out
of order”, is the Town Attorney and is
not the Parliamentarian. He had no
greater rights than any other attendee of
the meeting. He certainly had no legal
right to make tumultuous pronounce-
ments, disrupt the proceedings and cre-
ate a dangerous environment. It is un-
deniable that he created a hostile situa-
tion, as the Town Clerk felt the need to
summon law enforcement. Any other
resident who sprang to their feet, with-
out color of law, to make tumultuous
pronouncements would have been ar-
rested for Disorderly Conduct under

N.J.S.A. 2C:17-1.
Of course, if Mr. Cockren had sim-

ply reviewed the Town Code, he would
have realized that “residents” are per-
mitted to speak for a cumulative 10
minutes. There is nothing in the code
to suggest that a resident cannot re-
serve time for rebuttal. In past counsel
sessions, rebuttal comments have been
permitted and I was within my rights
to seek to give additional comments.
Of course, had the mayor announced
that rebuttal commentary would not be
permitted at that session, there would
not have been an issue.

What is truly out of order, is that Mr.
Cockren sat on his hands when non-
residents were permitted to speak dur-
ing the open comments portion. Sec-
tion 2-66 of the Westfield Town Code
limits the right to address the counsel
to “[t]ax payers or residents.” Most of
the people who spoke in favor of the
deck were non-resident business own-
ers, their employees and even shop-
pers from towns as far away as
Maplewood, who find parking in
Westfield not up to the standards of
other malls. Although the Downtown
Westfield Corporation had interns call
commuters on the, so called, parking
list and encourage them to attend, no
commuters showed up. That’s some
kind of commuter parking crisis! The
only people who spoke in favor of the
parking deck were those who would
directly profit from them —business
owners, mostly non-residents and non-
resident shoppers— at the expense of
residents. Not a single commuter has
stepped forward to call for the build-
ing of decks. Perhaps that is because
they know that the mayor is manipu-
lating the parking list to falsely justify
the decks.

James Abate, Esq.
Westfield

This continues a series spotlight-
ing the 22 community service agen-
cies that are part of the United Fund
of Westfield. These agencies reflect
the needs of today’s society. Those
who seek help are provided with
people-oriented services that are par-
tially funded through contributions
to the United Fund of Westfield.

* * * * * * *
One of the oldest service agen-

cies in Westfield is Youth and Fam-
ily Counseling Service (YFCS).
Begun in 1918, its director, Milton
Faith, is beginning his 40th year
providing individual,  family,
couples and group counseling for
ages six and older.

The primary goal of YFCS is to
enable the individual and family to
utilize their strengths and abilities
and live more comfortable and pro-
ductive lives through the resolution
of conflicts and stresses. The staff,
which is mostly part-time, consists
of seven professionals, including a
consulting psychiatrist, a psycholo-
gist and several licensed clinical so-
cial workers.

The United Fund of Westfield pro-
vides support for YFCS to help
supplement fees for therapy.

In addition to clinical work, on
behalf of YFCS, Milton Faith still
leads the 9/11 Support Group; works
with schools and churches on family
issues such as divorce, as well as in
times of crisis; is the first lay mem-
ber of the Westfield/Mountainside
Ministerium Associates, and helps
prepare volunteers at CONTACT We
Care for their work with telephone
crisis intervention services.

Compared to his earlier experi-
ences in counseling, Mr. Faith notes
that there are more apparent prob-
lems starting at a younger age, par-
ticularly with teenagers. Here are
two of many problems brought to his
attention:

“Dina,” a 15-year-old girl whose
parents divorced six months ago,
began to show signs of depression at
school and at home. She did not hand
in homework assignments, study for
exams, or participate in class activi-
ties. At home, she became more with-

drawn and did not respond to her
friends’ phone calls.

The therapist at Youth and Family
Counseling was able to stop Dina
from internalizing her anger and anxi-
ety, and helped her express her feel-
ings. Family counseling with each
parent enabled Dina to talk out her
feelings. Her parents’ reassurances
of love for her, expressed in therapy,
enabled Dina to feel more hopeful
about the future. Old patterns of good
performances at school and involve-
ment with her peers returned.

“Bob” had difficulty graduating
from high school and finally, at age
19, went to an out-of-town college.
Unfortunately, he took with him un-
resolved problems with authority,
poor self-image issues, and anger
control difficulties.

Bob’s parents denied that there
were problems within the family and
never sought help. Bob remained at
college for one year, but had to leave
and return home because of constant
arguments with the professors (whom
he saw as difficult authority figures).

Once Bob returned home and the
pre-existing conflicts began again,
Bob and his parents came to YFCS,
where they were able to identify
some of the main issues in the rela-
tionship: power struggles and con-
trol issues.

The father was able to identify his
self-righteous attitude and the mother
was able to strengthen herself toward
her husband. Bob became aware of
his tendency to transfer his hostility
onto others. Today, Bob is complet-
ing his Ph.D. in psychology and hopes
to be an asset to others who are in
pain and trouble.

Youth and Family Counseling Ser-
vice is one of 22 agencies supported
by the United Fund of Westfield. For
more information about how to sup-
port these local service organiza-
tions, please call Linda Maggio,
Executive Director of the United
Fund of Westfield, at (908) 233-2113.
For information about the services
provided by the Youth and Family
Counseling Service, please call (908)
233-2042 or visit
www.westfieldnj.com/yfcs.

Local Business People Should Become
More Active in Their Local Associations

One of the best ways for local businesses to impact
policies and develop ways to improve their lot is to be
active in local business associations. For this area, the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (which includes
Mountainside and perhaps Garwood), the Fanwood
Business and Professional Association and the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional Association exist for
these purposes. Membership is open to all.

Still, these organizations find it difficult to generate
active participation although their membership bases ap-
pear numerous. It seems like most members exist in name
only. This is regrettable and a great opportunity is wasted.

A few members end up doing all the work, thinking
and proposing with little support or impact. Views
narrow. This frustrates creative thinking and stymies
developing solid proposals. It also results in weakness
for the organizations when presenting ideas and wishes
to local authorities.

Further still, the business associations of our towns
don’t join forces or work with each other – they don’t
reach out. Scotch Plains doesn’t work with Westfield,
which doesn’t work with Cranford and so on. This is
another opportunity lost.

Most of the business association leaders say they lack
funding. So, they create directors who quickly become
charged with money raising duties. It can become an
end in itself. Overwhelmed, the organizations may
forget their advocacy role and the original mission can
become lost. In addition to advocacy and talent sharing,
the business associations can be fine social and shoulder
rubbing groups too.

In our view, business associations have a different

mission than Special Improvement Districts (SIDs). SIDs
are essentially arms of local government composed of
those chosen by government and funded by tax dollars
with a mission as directed by government. To the extent
that business associations tend to mimic SIDs, in our view,
is a mistake. They are two distinctly different types of
organizations with different membership and charters.
Both have merit.

Thirty years ago, the Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce published a bi-monthly publication called FOCUS. In
that publication, the organization was described as repre-
senting the local businesses of Clark, Garwood, Mountainside,
Scotch Plains and Westfield. It seemed in the publication that
there was considerable interaction between towns, including
Cranford and Union, as well as others.

The president of the Westfield Chamber in 1973 was
William Palle. A resident of South Orange and comptrol-
ler of Cosmair in Clark, he was named to the post at the
Sleepy Hollow Inn in Scotch Plains. Then too, three
Westfield businessmen were named to the Westfield
Chamber Board: Robert Haines, Jr. of Westfield, former
owner of Lancaster Ltd; William Moore of Middlesex,
owner of Classic Studio; and William Thomas of Roselle,
executive with the National Bank of New Jersey. It
seemed like a fun group.

Granted, most business operators have little time these
days. But, we think it would be advantageous for them to
become a little more involved in their business associa-
tions. It should prove worthwhile and one might find fun
and relaxation. It would generate interesting conversation
should the local business leaders of our various towns get
together occasionally and chat about common issues.
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