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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Cranford

Dramatic Club (CDC) will stage
the Cole Porter musical Kiss Me
Kate for three weekends beginning
Friday, May 7.

A show within a show, Kiss Me
Kate tells the story of a theatrical
company that is producing a musi-
cal version of Shakespeare’s “The
Taming of the Shrew.” Comedy and
romance abound as the Fred Gra-
ham, director of “The Shrew” hires
his ex-wife, movie star Lili Vanessi,
to co-star with him in the show in
order to attract investors and a big-
ger audience. This leads to fireworks
galore and a rekindling of old flames,
against which Porter sets his won-
derful music and lyrics.

Songs range from ballads such as
“So In Love” and “Why Can’t You
Behave” to “Too Darn Hot” and
“Brush Up Your Shakespeare.”

Kiss Me Kate, the CDC’s final
offering of this season is directed by
Drude Roessler, a longtime CDC
member and local music educator
well-known to area theatergoers as
both a performer and director.
Roessler’s history with the show,
having performed the role of Kate
opposite her husband, Charlie, has
given her a unique insight into the
demands of the production.

CDC veteran producer Liz
Howard, who has headed up the
production efforts for many award-
winning Cranford shows, teams with

co-producer Danielle Einhorn.
Jonathan Flowers, who has served as
music director for many area the-
aters, fills that role here as well.

Choreography is being done by
Alyson Pemoulie, who has worked
in that capacity with Roessler in
several successful productions, in
addition to her work with other area
directors.

The production team for Kiss Me
Kate has assembled a cast of both
CDC veterans and newcomers, in-
cluding Jean McCauley,  Roger
Hayden, Karen Zilg, Jeffrey Fiorello,
Bobby Selig, David O’Neill,  Bob
Pells, Melissa Loderstedt, Jason
Mesches, John Duryee, Jim Finnegan,
Tony Surace, Ed Wittel, Joanne
Geschickter, Peg Harvey, Patty
Turowski and Tiffany Wilson. Mak-
ing their first appearance at the the-
ater are Doug McLaughlin, Howard
Whitmore, Chuck Ott, Laurie Melia,
Kelly Rhodes, Colleen Kraft, Colin
Fraser, Matthew Copodicasa, Kristen
Dilzel, Angela Barone and Judi Layne.

Performances are Fridays and Sat-
urdays at 8 p.m. on May 7, 8, 14, 15,
21, and 22, and a Mother’s Day
matinee on Sunday, May 9, at 3 p.m.
Tickets are $18 on a reserved seat
basis, and can be obtained by calling
the box office at (908) 276-7611 or
www.cdctheatre.org.

The CDC is located at 76 Winans
Avenue in Cranford, off of Centen-
nial Avenue.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Director Ken

Webb of Westfield Community Play-
ers (WCP) has announced the cast for
the season ending political drama, The
Best Man by Gore Vidal.

The production will open on Satur-
day, May 8, at 8 p.m. in the WCP
theater at 1000 North Avenue, West
in Westfield, and is produced by Letty
Hudak.

Last produced on Broadway in 2000,
this highly regarded Gore Vidal play

naturally deals with politics. Set dur-
ing an election year, President
Hockstader (portrayed by Chuck Azen
of Madison) who is dying, cannot run
for re-election, but has an eye toward
history and selecting his successor.

The leading candidates are Secre-
tary William Russell (Michael Kerns
of Springfield), an honest man of high
moral values and great intellect and
Senator Joseph Cantwell (Paul
Salvatoriello of South Orange), a
gamesman who knows what it takes to
get what he wants. The play explores
the dying president’s choice; the man
he trusts, or the man he thinks can win
the election.

The cast also includes Linda Correll
of Winfield Park, Bernie Weinstein
and Anthony Marotta, both of
Westfield, Jean Kuras of Glen Ridge,
Stan Kaplan of Westfield, Mark Hnidj
of New Brunswick, Hope Weinstein
of Westfield and Ted Sattur of Clark.
Other cast members include Elaine
Dooman of Summit and LLuana Jones
of Plainfield.

The show continues Friday and Sat-
urday evenings, May 15, 21 and 22 at
8 p.m., with all tickets $12 available
starting on Saturday, May 1, at the box
office, (908) 232-1221.

A benefit performance on Friday,
May 14, will be held for a sponsoring
organization and WCP membership
cards are not honored for that perfor-
mance.

Opening night patrons are invited
to stay for a reception with coffee and
light desserts after the show. As a
reminder, WCP now has reserved seat-
ing, so patrons should make their pref-
erence known when calling the box
office for seats.
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – All senior citizens from
Union County, including amateurs
and professionals, are invited to enter
the 2004 Union County Senior Citi-
zen Art Contest and Exhibition, spon-
sored by the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

Artists must be at least 60 years old
and may submit an entry that has been

completed within the past three years.
All work must be an original creation
of the artist.

Hanging craft or framed work, in-
cluding photographs, must be no more
than 38 inches and no less than 11
inches in height or width, including
matting and frame. Sculptures or three-
dimensional crafts may not exceed 18
inches in height, width or depth, in-
cluding base.

Participation may be limited to the
first 100 applicants due to space limi-
tations, so artists wishing to partici-
pate should return their applications
as soon as possible. Professional artists
will judge the exhibition. Awards will
be given for professional and non-
professional entries.

The following are categories of eli-
gible work: oil, acrylic, watercolor, pas-
tel, print, drawing, mixed media, pho-
tography, sculpture, craft (no kits), and
computer graphics. Computer graph-
ics is defined as any artwork generated
or manipulated electronically, using one
of more software programs; work must
be entirely original, including the source
material, if submitting a digitally-ma-
nipulated photo, drawing or painting.

Artists claiming professional status
must have sold the type of art entered
in the exhibition through commercial
channels, exhibited in a professional
gallery, and held professional mem-
bership in a guild or association. Art-
ists claiming non-professional status
are those who have not met any of the
aforementioned criteria.

Both professional and non-professional
First Place winners in each category will
represent Union County in a statewide
senior art contest in September.

The exhibition will open with a
reception on Wednesday, June 23, and
remain on display until Friday, July
30, at NUI/Elizabethtown Gas, Lib-
erty Hall Center, 1085 Morris Avenue
in Union, a barrier-free site.

Full information is on the applica-
tion form that is available from the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, 07202, (908) 558-2550, New
Jersey Relay Service Users should call 7-
1-1; or e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

The annual contest and exhibit is
made possible by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, and a
grant from the New Jersey State Coun-
cil on the Arts, Department of State.
Additional support is provided by the
Union County Department of Hu-
man Services, Division on Aging.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Choral Art

Society (CAS) of New Jersey will per-
form Maurice Duruflé’s Requiem and
Sabin Pautza’s Sinfonia Sacra on Sat-
urday, May 8, at 8 p.m. at the Presby-
terian Church in Westfield.

James Little, CAS Musical Director,
will conduct the evening’s perfor-
mance. Soprano soloist for the Sinfonia
Sacra will be Ellen Goff Entriken. The
CAS Orchestra will accompany the
chorus.

Evelyn Bleeke will offer a pre-con-

cert lecture at 7 p.m. about the history
of Sabin Pautza, his Sinfonia Sacra,
and of his long-standing relationship
with the CAS. She will highlight cer-
tain vocal structures within the piece,
as preformed live by her son, Mark, a
world-renowned tenor.

Tickets are $15 for general admis-
sion or $10 for senior citizens and
students, at the door.
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By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union County Volunteer of the Year
Award recipient Ahrre Maros is ex-
panding the Coffee with Conscience
series, to include shows at the nearby
WWWWWatchung Aratchung Aratchung Aratchung Aratchung Arts Centerts Centerts Centerts Centerts Center. This Satur-
day, May 1, Vicki Genfan will perform
with special guest, KJ Denhert, as part
of the AAAAAcoustic-Fcoustic-Fcoustic-Fcoustic-Fcoustic-Folk Concerolk Concerolk Concerolk Concerolk Concert St St St St Serieserieserieserieseries.
The center is located at 18 Stirling Road
(on the Circle) in Watchung. Admis-
sion is $15, and the show begins at 8
p.m. Call the center at (908) 753-0190,
or log onto www.watchungarts.org for
information and biographies on these
artists.

* * * * * * *
Support the WWWWWestfield Sestfield Sestfield Sestfield Sestfield Symphonyymphonyymphonyymphonyymphony

OOOOOrrrrrchestrachestrachestrachestrachestra, and enjoy a glimpse at
private residences on the 20th Anni-20th Anni-20th Anni-20th Anni-20th Anni-
vvvvversarersarersarersarersary 2004 y 2004 y 2004 y 2004 y 2004 TTTTTour of Nour of Nour of Nour of Nour of Notableotableotableotableotable
HHHHHomes omes omes omes omes on Saturday, May 8. There
will also be a ticketed auction, plant
sale, refreshments, and live music. The
tour will take place from 10 a.m. until
3 p.m. For ticket information, call
(908) 232-9400.

* * * * * * *
There will be two local performances

of Carl von Weber’s DDDDDer Fer Fer Fer Fer Frrrrreischutzeischutzeischutzeischutzeischutz,
by the NNNNNeeeeew Jw Jw Jw Jw Jersey Concerersey Concerersey Concerersey Concerersey Concert Ot Ot Ot Ot Operaperaperaperapera,
on Friday, April 30, and again on
Sunday, May 2. The first one is in
Westfield, at the United Methodist
Church on Broad Street, and begins at
8 p.m., followed by Sunday’s 3 p.m.
performance at Plainfield’s magnifi-
cent Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church. Single seats are $20 – a great
deal for this rarely performed German
classic. Call (908) 822-2515.

* * * * * * *
The Friends of the Cranford Pub-

lic Library will sponsor The CivilThe CivilThe CivilThe CivilThe Civil
WWWWWar ar ar ar ar ThrThrThrThrThrough the Lens of Mough the Lens of Mough the Lens of Mough the Lens of Mough the Lens of Matheatheatheatheathewwwww
BBBBBradyradyradyradyrady, a presentation of momentous
events of the War by historian Charles
McSorley using photographs by the
great photojournalist. It’s tonight,
April 29, at 7:30 p.m., at the Cranford
Community Center, 220 Walnut Av-
enue. Call (908) 709-7272.

* * * * * * *
There is still one more day left to put

in your Mother’s Day order and support
a great cause. The SSSSSecond Annualecond Annualecond Annualecond Annualecond Annual
MMMMMotherotherotherotherother’’’’’s Ds Ds Ds Ds Day Gay Gay Gay Gay Gift Pift Pift Pift Pift Prrrrrojectojectojectojectoject supports
the work of Forgotten Friends Animal
Rescue. This Mother’s Day, a volunteer
and a K-9 carrier will hand-deliver
chocolates and a bouquet of fresh flow-
ers to the mom of your choice. Gifts
begin at $10. Call Jennifer at (908)
561-9575, or check them out online at
www.forgottenfriendsnj.petfinder.com.
You will feel good about this one –
besides, who needs another chachka?
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 POPCORNS

It is often held that in the world of
movies, the sequel is never equal. Go ahead.
Name an exception. Okay, The Godfa-
ther: Part 2 (1974). So you’ve done your
homework. I’ll give you that. But now
here’s a twist come down the old cinema
pike. Following a successful night at the
Rivoli with Vol. 2 of director Quentin
Tarantino’s Kill Bill series, it occurs to steal
a thought from Orwell, who opined in
“Animal Farm” that some animals are more
equal than others. Because the news here is
that in the case of the filmmaker’s witty and
exciting follow-up to Kill Bill: Vol. 1 (2003),
the sequel is certainly more equal.

While diehard Tarantino fans stood by
the former video store clerk following the
release of issue no. 1, sensitive sorts, as well
as those who seek approval by quoting
famous authors, found the inaugural Kill
Bill indefensibly violent and derivative. Even
Uma didn’t have much oomph. The exces-
sive swordplay was just a bit too much
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Entertainment,
and made the idiosyncratic director look
more like a flounder flapping for air than the
diabolical dragon he doubtless aspires to be.

But, as the movies has perennially taught
us to believe, redemption is at hand. If you
hung on to your Tarantino stock, it’s hats
off to you. As for us, er, more sensitive sorts
who were certain that the emotively odd
fellow’s earlier success was, well, a fluke, we
find ourselves in the position of eating our
hats…along with a bit of crow. For there is
nothing fishy about part no. 2.

None of this is to suggest that this latest
entry can be compared with Pulp Fiction
(1994), indisputably Tarantino’s definitive
film moment to date. However, via its in-
your-face quirkiness, audacity and arro-
gantly authoritative take on violence, Kill
Bill: Vol. 2 informs like none of his other
works that indeed it springs from the same
outrageous well.

For one, you’ll recognize the characters.
They are Tarantino’s very own population of
drifters, ne’er-do-wells, castaways and inter-
nationally renowned hit men, all colliding in
this place and time to fashion the urgent plot
of revenge. It is the matter-of-factness of their
occupations and motivation that entertain-
ingly boggles our sense of propriety. They see
their mission and place in life with no greater
stretch of the imagination than how a carpen-
ter or an accountant might.

In one respect, Tarantino’s distinctive
retinue reminds of Damon Runyon’s ro-
mantic population of fringe characters.
Only, whereas Runyon’s Café Society folk
are humorous and convivial via their upper
and middle class affectations, Tarantino’s
crowd, though also occasionally putting on
such airs, resides on the other side of that
coin. If they give us a laugh, it’s because we
can’t or don’t wish to imagine someone so
dedicated to the pursuit of evil.

Maybe that’s why we hook onto Uma
Thurman’s wonderfully portrayed protago-
nist, Beatrix Kiddo, AKA Black Mamba, AKA
The Bride. She’s our bourgeois link to Tarantino’s
underworld. While there’s a subconscious part
of us that would love to be like her, we think she
really wants to be like us. After all, wasn’t it her
attempt to leave the employ and affections of
title character Bill, sensationally realized by
David Carradine, and to wed someone out of
the criminal fold that set the whole tale of
recrimination in motion in the first place?

Perennially optimistic, we hope, along
with her, that she can extricate herself from
the deadly muck and mire of her past. But
it doesn’t look like it’ll be easy. Especially
after she is buried alive at the outset of Vol.
2. Talk about your metaphors.

Yep…buried alive by Budd (Michael
Madsen), Bill’s trailer-residing brother, who
then confiscates her mythic Hatori Hanzo
sword. Also attempting to retire from the
business, the living trash heap then phones
Elle Driver/California Mountain Snake, a
former colleague played with deadly pa-
nache by Daryl Hannah. He informs the
still very active killer of said weapon’s avail-
ability. To Elle and her ilk, this amounts to
seeing Excalibur for sale on Ebay.
Hey…better sword, more kills per annum,
more money. Any cost accountant can tell
you that. Hence, when heavily boozing
Budd adds that the price is $1 million, she
hesitates not. “I’ll be right over.” Stay tuned

for her arrival at the trailer. The business
meeting is one of several doozies to follow.

In the meantime, The Bride is still six-
foot under and facing a horrible death,
unless of course providence intercedes. And
it’s here that Tarantino makes superb use of
his time, flashing back from the Technicolor
present to the black-and-white past, and
then alternately returning us again to the
coffin. One hundred years ago, Uma’s pro-
genitor would have been tied to the railroad
tracks. It still works.

The astounding observation is that aside
from tying things together, from this new
vantage point you’re almost tempted to con-
clude that Vol. 1 wasn’t quite as inane as you
had originally thought…but let’s not get
completely carried away. It’s obvious, though,
that on the way to making Thurman’s bride
more human, Tarantino treats this second
movie less like a cartoon study in stylistic
indulgence and more like a bona fide filmic
myth. Naturally, only time will tell if it is.
Nevertheless, if the first edition, with its non-
stop swordplay, including a massacre scene to
beat the band, was the rhythm, then this
second installment is the melody.

But don’t get the wrong idea. Violence
fiends circling the Cineplex in search of their
next feeding shouldn’t be entirely disap-
pointed. It’s just that this go-round they’ll
have to put up with a bit of exposition and
story accompanying each bloodletting.

For example, before graphically learn-
ing how Elle Driver lost her eye, we are
intrigued with the acquaintance of Pai Mei
(Gordon Liu), the film’s martial arts answer
to Yoda. And this in turn ties in with an
earlier scene, wherein Bill drops off Uma’s
character for a 12-month training sabbatical
at the kung fu guru’s digs high in the moun-
tains of China. The ensuing lessons are
shades of The Karate Kid (1984), though
bloodier. Sorry, Little Grasshopper—we
never learn if Beatrix stays on salary while in
training. And you have to wonder: Granted,
Pai Mei is cool. But is this cost effective…I
mean, taking people out of the rotation and
assuming the cost of their extended semi-
nars? Will it lead to more effective contract
killing? Does it leave enough people in the
field to handle the demand?

My neither here nor there questions are
posited simply to point out the deadpan way
in which the filmmaker treats such dastardly
doings…as if they were the everyday items
decided in our corporate boardrooms. This
couldn’t be some symbolic hint from
Tarantino, could it? Nah…now I’m going
too far in recanting my earlier opinion of him.

Fact is, he gets a kick out of controlling the
violence, abashing us with it, and singing
paeans to just about every motion picture or
TV show that once pushed his buttons. If
there’s something else going on within the
nefarious neurons of this alternate route auteur,
we just don’t know what it is right now.

Still, it’s a testament to his directorial
skill that almost anyone who sees this film
will soon be dying to know if The Bride, left
for dead on her wedding day, and then
again at the beginning of this film, finally
does Kill Bill in Vol. 2.

* * * * * * *
Kill BKill BKill BKill BKill Bill: ill: ill: ill: ill: VVVVVol. 2ol. 2ol. 2ol. 2ol. 2, rated R, is a Miramax

Films release directed by Quentin Tarantino
and stars Uma Thurman, David Carradine
and Michael Madsen. Running time: 127
minutes.
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 Photo courtesy of Juan Pineda, The Little Opera Company of New Jersey
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Artists Gallery of Gifts
Friday, April 30th • 11am-4pm & 7pm-10pm

Saturday, May 1st • 10am-5pm
Sunday, May 2nd • 11am-4pm

603 Clark St.  Westfield, NJ

Fine Art • Garden Accents • Glassware • Jewelry
Handpainted Accessories • Wearable Art • Floral Designs

Raffle Proceeds to Benefit Children’s Specialized Hospital

Pam Newell, Hostess - 908-654-3614

• SPRING COLLECTION •

Lovely Gifts for Mother’s Day

 - Win a Garden Gift Basket donated by Williams Nursery -

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Pottery Guild
and the exchange of knowledge in the
area of ceramic arts and the art and
science of pottery.

The guild’s current membership
consists of over 50 individuals who are
professional and recreational potters,
educators, and students. In addition
to receiving a chance to market and
sell their work, members can also take

advantage of the Potters’ Guild’s op-
portunities for education and network-
ing.

For more information about the
Potters’ Guild of New Jersey, please log
on to their website at
www.PottersGuildNJ.org.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Students in grades
4, 5, and 6, who want to practice their
musical theater talents, perform for the
community and prepare themselves for
more advanced theater roles, are in-
vited to participate in Traveling Play-
ers, a special course offered at the
Westfield Summer Workshop (WSW).

Traveling Players, which is open to
boys and girls in all surrounding commu-
nities, will run from Monday, June 28, to
Friday, July 30, at Edison Intermediate
School on Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

Aspiring actors and actresses will per-
form in Made in the USA, a review of
jazz, rock and roll, Broadway and coun-
try music.

Students will learn their musical rou-
tines from Pamela Johnson, vocal and
instrumental music teacher, and their
choreography from Irene Ulesky, who
will prepare the pupils in their dance and
movement routines. Both educators have
been praised for bringing enthusiasm,
creativity, and spirit to their classes.

Through Traveling Players, young
performers can take their show “on the
road.” In the past, they have gone to
nursing homes, hospitals, and senior
citizen and community centers within
a few miles of the Westfield location.

“The joy expressed by the audience is
immeasurable,” stated Dr. Theodore
Schlosberg, Founder and Executive Di-

rector of the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts (NJWA). “They are very ap-
preciative of the efforts of these chil-
dren. The local community has been so
supportive of us that Traveling Players
gives us a chance to give back to the
community.”

Traveling Players, which runs during
periods 3 and 4 of the WSW, can be
taken alone or in conjunction with
many of the 88 other offerings in the
schedule. Students may enroll in other
courses for periods 1, 2 and 5, and
expand their skills into the fields of arts
and crafts, communication, dance,
drama, music or kaleidoscope, a de-
partment of special interest classes.

An appropriate follow-up for children
who participated in last year’s Musical
Theater Chorus, Traveling Players also
prepares students who aspire to prepare
themselves for enrolling in the WSW
Theater Workshop when they are older.

The WSW is a division of the NJWA,
which also includes the Music Studio,
Art Workshops, Kids ‘n’ Arts, The
Westfield Fencing Club, The Little Op-
era Company of New Jersey, and the
International Alphorn Society.

For more information on Traveling
Players or other WSW programs, please
call (908) 518-1551. For information
on other NJWA programs, please call
(908) 789-9696.
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statewide effort, it actualizes our mis-
sion, which is to provide Access to Art
for all,” commented Eric Pryor, Presi-
dent of NJCVA.

A gallery lecture and artist conver-
sation featuring Elena Sisto and
Philemona Williamson, two of the
nine multicultural women artists, is
scheduled at the gallery for Sunday,
May 2, at 2 p.m.

The exhibition will remain on ex-
hibit at NJCVA’s Palmer Gallery until
May 26. NJCVA is located at 68 Elm
Street in Summit. Gallery hours are
daily from 12 to 4 p.m. For more
information, please call NJCVA at
(908) 273-9121 or visit
www.njcva.org.
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NJCVA Exhibit




