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Westfield Traffic Studies Didn’t
Take Driver Behavior Into Account

I watched some of the encore presen-
tation of the traffic study presentation
given by the consultant and I have a brief
comment to make. It’s a definite given
that if the parking deck gets built, traffic
will increase. And according to the plans,
the impact of this additional traffic will
be felt on the through streets of Summit
Avenue and Boulevard, but not signifi-
cantly, according to the consultant. Any
time there is an increase in traffic, I think
it is significant. This is a great concern to
me, as I currently reside on a block of
Summit Avenue where many school
children now live.

We are all creatures of habit and like
myself, when I am affected in some
way, I look to make a change. The
change I envision taking place here is
that traffic will increase on Summit and
Boulevard because people will be af-
fected by the proposed traffic flows and
the delays that will result. You don’t
need a traffic study to realize that no
one will choose to wait in the line of
traffic that would result at the South
Avenue and Central Avenue traffic light
and then wait to make a right-hand turn
onto Central. I know I wouldn’t! Addi-
tionally, the thought of prohibiting a
left turn onto South Avenue during peak
hours sounds totally ridiculous to me,
since it would then be encouraging the
traffic flow pattern to change. The only
choice left for the driver is to make the
right turn onto South Avenue, and you
guessed it, a left turn onto Summit or
Boulevard. Furthermore, while in the
South Avenue lot, cars could simply
move to the Summit Avenue exit and go
straight through the traffic light. Why
would they even think about making a
left hand turn and deal with the delay in
traffic, when they can go right down
Summit and avoid that whole mess?
This seems like the most logical as-
sumption a driver would make.

Consultants can refer to past studies,
guidelines, computer models and vehicle
counts in order to predict future traffic
flows and determine at best a guess esti-

mate as to the number of additional ve-
hicles that will be added to our streets
once a deck is in place. What the traffic
study did not take into account is the
driver’s behavior. How will the driver
react and adjust their routine once it has
been negatively affected? This is an im-
portant concern that cannot be predicted
or overlooked. Once a driver begins to
experience delays in his/her commuting
routine, the natural thought process is to
look for alternate routes of travel to elimi-
nate these delays. If I had the option of
either sitting in traffic on a main street or
weaving through several residential streets
to bypass the main traffic flow but still get
to my designation, it only makes sense to
choose the latter option.

One positive point that was brought up
and needs to be addressed is how will the
speed of vehicles traveling down Summit
Avenue and Boulevard be enforced? This
is a major concern, as many young chil-
dren reside on these streets. I don’t think
that an additional stop sign or two and/or
the temporary staging of the radar /detec-
tor/speed monitor (which has yet to make
its way to Summit Avenue) will make a
significant impact. Cars fly down Sum-
mit Avenue and Boulevard now, since
both through streets have a stop sign at the
intersection of Washington.

Lastly, I understand that downtown
businesses are pro deck and stating that
parking is limited for their patrons. If
this is indeed the case, then a parking
deck should be put up but only on the
north side.

I’m not even going to get into the
financials, the possible effects on taxes
and the payments in lieu of taxes (just a
reminder, the school budget has passed).
I think others have voiced their opinions
pretty well on those issues. I don’t think
the Town of Westfield should be bur-
dened with a project of this magnitude
when other options could be further in-
vestigated.

Rick Prosuk
Westfield

Custom 10 room Tamaques residence.  4-5 bedrooms, flexible floorplan, stunning

decor and updates throughout.  Sparkling white kitchen with center island and

separate eating area.  Skylit family room with fireplace adjacent to kitchen.

Elegantly appointed living room & formal dining room with volume ceilings.  Oak

flooring and banisters, private yard, CAC and so much more.  Most convenient

location within short distance to schools, park, shops & transportation.  Call for

your personal tour of this exceptional home. $649,000 (052009473)

weichert.com

Custom Westfield Residence

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com
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Holly - Top
Producer Month

of March

Invite Holly in,
and she’ll bring results!

HOLLY COHEN

 

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
 

Expect More 
 

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE GOLD LEVEL 2003   

This charming 7 Room Colonial home on a quiet Westfield 
street offers an updated Kitchen, Family Room, 2 fireplaces, 
Living Room with cathedral ceiling, hardwood floors, Screened 
Porch and fenced yard with deck.             Offered for $719,900. 

Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage 

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090     

Elegant is this 8 room Cape Cod home in Westfield.  It boasts a 
gourmet Eat-in Kitchen, luxurious new baths, sauna, steam shower, 
wet bar, 4 fireplaces and rear yard inspired by the Beverly Hills Hotel 
and overlooking the Park.  (WSF0397)         Offered for $1.2 Million              

Open House Event Sunday 1-4pm 
This charming 9 Room English Colonial home is located on a 
tree-lined Westfield street close to schools, town and NYC 
transportation. It boasts an Eat-in Kitchen, Dining Room, 
Living Room with fireplace, Family Room, Recroom, hardwood 
floors, new Baths and more!                      Offered for $729,900. 

This completely renovated, custom built 4 Bedroom Cottage style 
home is nestled in the heart of the prestigious Gardens section of 
Westfield. Exemplifying quality craftsmanship and magnificent 
appointments, this fine home represents the ideal combination of 
classic detail and modern convenience and luxury.  Call today for 
elevations and plans.  (WSF 0386)                 Offered for $1.5 Million 

PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDDERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
sealed bids will be received by the Board of
Education of the Town of Westfield, New
Jersey, in the Board of Education office, 302
Elm Street, Westfield, New Jersey  07090,
at 10:00 AM (Prevailing Time) on May 11,
2004 at which time bids will be publicly
opened and read aloud for:

“PORTICO RESTORATION
AND RELATED WORK AT
WESTFIELD BOARD OF EDU-
CATION ADMINISTRATION
OFFICES, B04-15”

Plans and Specifications will be available
on April 30, 2004.

Plans, specifications, form of bid, con-
tract and bond for the proposed work and
other contract documents thereto, as pre-
pared by M. Disko Associates, are on file in
their offices at 151 Sumner Avenue,
Kenilworth, New Jersey 07033, and may be
examined at the office of M. Disko Associ-
ates during normal business hours.

Bidders will be furnished with a copy of
the Plans and Specifications by the Engi-
neer, upon proper notice and payment of a
check for Sixty-Five ($65.00) Dollars for
each set, payable to M. DISKO ASSOCI-
ATES, said cost being the reproduction
price of the documents and is not return-
able.

Proposal forms (as contained in the Speci-
fications) provide for the awarding of all the
work to the lowest qualified bidder under a
single contract.

The guaranty accompanying the bid shall
be given in the amount of ten percent (10%)
of the bid and may be given at the option of
the bidder by a Certified Check or Bid Bond
from a reputable insurance company.

If the bid exceeds $20,000.00, bidders
must be prequalified by the New Jersey
Department of the treasury, Division of Build-
ing and Construction, prior to the date bids
are received. Any bid submitted under the
terms of the New Jersey statues not includ-
ing a copy of a valid and active
Prequalification/Classification Certificate will
be rejected as being nonresponsive to bid
requirements.

All bidders must be prequalified in accor-
dance with Chapter 105, Laws of 1962, as
amended by Chapter 188, Laws of 1968 as
set forth in Instructions to Bidders.

Labor in connection with the project shall
be paid not less than wages as listed in
Prevailing Wage Rate Determination pursu-
ant to Chapter 150 of the New Jersey Laws
of 1963, or the U.S. Department of Labor
Wage Determinations, whichever are higher
for each class of labor.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.S.J.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq., pertaining to the “Public
School Contracts Law.”

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of Affirmative Action Regula-
tions P.L. 1975, Chapter 127 (NJAC 17:27).

Bids may be held by the Board of Educa-
tion for a period not to exceed sixty (60) days
from the date of the opening of Bids for the
purpose of reviewing the bids and investi-
gating the qualifications of bidders, prior to
awarding of the Contract.

The Board of Education reserves the right
to reject any or all bids or to waive informality
in the bidding if in its judgement the School
Board and public interest will be served by
so ding.

By order of the Board of Education,
Westfield, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 4/29/04, The Leader Fee: $77.52

PUBLIC NOTICE

Westfielder Responds to Kevin Retcho
Letter on Same Sex Union Forum

I am writing in response to the letter of
April 22 from Kevin Retcho of Linden.
Mr. Retcho’s letter was a masterpiece of
confusion and convoluted logic which, I
must admit, had me totally baffled for
quite a while. What, after all, did Temple
Emanu-El’s hosting of an open forum on
the topic of same sex marriage have to
do with the erection of barricades by the
police in response to a potential terrorist
threat? How was Mr. Retcho able to
equate an expression of love and com-
mitment between two people to a pos-
sible violent attack on a house of wor-
ship? And how was Mr. Retcho so easily
able to make the jump from the assault
on family values by liberals, socialists
and (dare I say?) Democrats to what is
apparently the real issue on his mind, the
perceived collapse of our healthcare and
social security systems?

It took a great deal of thought to
finally discover the common thread in
all these questions, but I think I have the
answer. At their core, all of these issues
revolve around the “values” of igno-

rance and intolerance. Ignorance and
intolerance lead to verbal attacks on
individuals and institutions that express
opinions different from one’s own. Taken
to the extreme, they contribute to the
fanaticism that spawns acts of violence
and terrorism. These are legitimate ques-
tions to be raised and issues to be dis-
cussed. Willingness to host such discus-
sions should not draw the kind of reac-
tionary condemnation expressed in Mr.
Retcho’s letter.

So, after long and careful consider-
ation, I think I have a better grasp on the
forces that shaped Mr. Retcho’s impas-
sioned missive. But perhaps someone
can tell me what a “single digit elected
official” is. That one still has me baffled.

Marty Silverman
Westfield

More Letters to
         The Editor




