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David B. Corbin (December 2003 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRAFTED BY THE DALLAS COWBOYS…Former Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School and Rutgers University standout football player Nathan Jones, left,
has been selected by the Dallas Cowboys in the NFL Draft. Jones returned
kickoffs and played in the secondary for the Scarlet Knights

Devil Coach Turnbull Gets
Back to Golf Instruction

True Meaning of Sports,
Competition at its Finest

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This is not a story about a swimmer
who made it to the YMCA National
Championships, it is a story about the
support of teammates and fellow com-
petitors who helped make it happen. A
swimmer often gets to know athletes
from other teams because they are fre-
quently competing against each other.
After swimming for a few years and
competing against the same faces over
and over again, someone who was once
considered competition might also be
considered a friend. Just how mean-
ingful those friendships can become is
what part of this story is about.

Seventeen year-old Erin O’Connor,
a Scotch Plains resident and junior at
Union Catholic High School, has been
swimming competitively since the age
of six and for the Metuchen-Edison
YMCA for the past three years. The
weekend of March 19-21, Rutgers
University hosted the Junior Olym-
pics and the competition would be her
last chance to qualify for the National
Championships to be held in Ft. Lau-
derdale, Florida on April 5-8. She
needed to shave over a second off of
her 100 and 200-yard butterfly times
in order to qualify.

Swimming is a lonely sport. Two to
three hours a day, six days a week, 11
months out of the year you swim
alone lap, after lap, after lap. Your
competition is the clock, not necessar-
ily the swimmer in the lane next to
you. In everyday life a second is
miniscule, in swimming it is enor-
mous. Once in the water, it is you
against yourself. “Swimming is indi-
vidual,” Miss O’Connor said. “How
you swim benefits you, not really your
team,” she continued.

On Saturday, in the 100-yard but-
terfly event, she swam her best time of
the year but still came up just short of
the National qualifying time by two-
hundredths of a second. Her coach
and teammates were heartbroken, but
Erin was hopeful because she still had
the 200-yard butterfly event on Sun-
day, and she was just a second shy of
the qualifying time in that event. On
Sunday, she swam her best time of the
year, but again fell short of the needed
qualifying time by eight-hundredths
of a second. She was heartbroken, 11
months of training for nothing, and all
of her friends were going to Ft. Lau-

derdale without her. They too were
crying.

“I was crushed,” Erin admitted, “I
didn’t have a second chance.” Or so
she thought. Erin was in 23rd place
and only the top 16 swimmers got to
come back for the finals on Sunday
night. There was still a slim chance
that Erin could make it to the finals,
but it was a long shot. If seven swim-
mers “scratched” from the finals, Erin
could move up and have one more
opportunity.

Her teammates and coach went to
work. They talked to friends and fel-
low swimmers and one by one seven
swimmers scratched from the finals
because they already had a National
time or weren’t going to qualify any-
way. Erin was coming back Sunday
evening in 16th place.

After finding out the news from her
coach, Erin was elated. “I was just so
happy to be there,” she said. Now, not
only the Metuchen-Edison swimmers
and parents were supporting Erin, but
other clubs were aware of the small
drama within the meet and began to
cheer for her as well. “Swimming is
not a sport that you get better at every
single time you swim,” Miss O’Connor
said. “It is all mental. If you have a bad
day it takes focus and concentration.
That’s where your friends come in.
You really need them to tell you it’s
ok,” she concluded.

Erin needed a time of 2:14.99 to
qualify and came into the finals with a
time of 2:15.76. Erin’s current coach
and past coach gave her encourage-
ment. Her teammates, even those who
were not swimming, showed up in
support. Fellow teammates made post-
ers and gave her balloons in order to
pump her up. Parents were wishing her
well. Erin swam her last chance event
in 2:14.55. Good enough for ninth
place overall and a trip to the Nationals.

Erin didn’t place at Nationals, but
being one of the elite few who qualify
for them made the past 11 months of
hard work well worth it. For such a
lonely sport, the outpouring of sup-
port, by teammates, parents and com-
petitors in order to give a swimmer
another chance at the clock was some-
thing to see. And even though Erin
didn’t make qualifying time in Ft.
Lauderdale, the support and sacrifices
made by others made her a winner
before she even got into the water.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School golf coach
John Turnbull, The Star Ledger Golf
Coach of the Year, after taking last
summer off, has returned to giving
golf lessons. This time, however, it
will be at a different location.

Turnbull left Scotch Hills Golf
Course after being the head pro for
22 years. He took off the summer of
2003 to travel with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School soccer team
to Holland. He has run junior golf
programs in New Jersey, ran many
good junior golf clinics and pres-
ently coached last year’s Westfield
High School golf team to the state
championship.

Turnbull, who has fond memories

of his years at Scotch Hills, com-
mented, “I now kind of regret that I
left there.”

This summer Turnbull will resume
instructions but at a different location.

“I used to work every summer
giving golf lessons,” mentioned
Turnbull. “Now, I’m going to be
running camp at Crescent Driving
Range in Union and also giving golf
lessons. That’s where I will hang
my hat.”

Having been a golf professional
has given Turnbull a little advantage
as a high school coach. “I’m able to
work a little bit and help them on the
side with a little bit of psychological
philosophy that goes into golf and
also with mechanics,” he said.

His golf pro background also gave
him much experience in organizing
tournaments, such as the prestigious
Blue Devil Invitational held every
year at Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield.

Last year, several Union County
players who have played at Scotch
Hills and have been influenced by
Turnbull received All-Union County
(UC) honors. Blue Devils Ryan
Shallcross, Adam Karnish, Jimmy
Arbes and Garrett Cockren received
the Spike Crowley Award for the
Most Valuable golfers in the county.
Raider Jack Davis, Governor
Livingston’s All-State golfer David
Chung and JJ Occi of Cranford re-
ceived All-UC honors.

“Every player who made All-
County I taught or had some influ-
ence with,” said Turnbull.

Union County High School
Varsity Baseball Results:

APRIL 21:
Plainfield 5, Westfield 4

Cardinal Dante Harvey fanned six
Blue Devils and walked one. Jan
Cocozziello singled and scored two
runs for 6-2 Westfield.
Cranford 9, East Side 2

Greg Van Horn had a double, a
single, two stolen bases and two runs
scored for the 6-3 Cougars.
Bayonne 3, Union 1

John Dennis had two singles and
an RBI for 6-2 Union.
New Providence 3, Dayton 1

John Hollerbach rapped an RBI
single in the sixth for the 4-2 Pioneers.

APRIL 22:
New Providence 4, Union
Catholic 3

Chris Tafel had an RBI double in
the sixth to give the Pioneers the
victory. Pete Rivera and Chris
Esperon each drilled an RBI double
for the 4-2 Vikings.

A. L. Johnson 8, Governor
Livingston 7

Vince Caparaso smashed a three-
run homer for the 3-4 Crusaders.
Jason Holowell hammered a grand
slam and a solo home run for the 7-
3 Highlanders.
Cranford 18, St. Peter’s Prep 8

Chris Drechsel went 4-for-4 for
the 7-3 Cougars and Jason Occi went
3-for-3 and scored three runs.

APRIL 23:
Governor Livingston 10, Rahway 0

Jon Moss pitched a five-inning
one-hitter and walked none for the 7-
3 Highlanders. Chris Bergeski hit a
grand slam and a solo home run.

APRIL 24:
Union 7, Bishop Ahr 2

Steve Bluetti tossed a four-hitter
and fanned six for the 7-2 Farmers.

Cranford 3, Immaculata 0
Bryan Giannecchini struck out

10 Spartans and walked only one
for Union County’s hottest team
that won eight of its last nine games.
Giannecchini also had a two-run
double.

Blue Devil Golfers Shut Down
SP-F Raider Golfers, 157-170
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Watchung Conference Tournament (scheduled for April 26 at
Shackamaxon Country Club in
Scotch Plains).”

Sprung’s only poor hole came on
the seventh where he double bogied.
“We are pleasantly surprised with
his progress,” said Raider Head
Coach Steve Ciccotelli. “We felt all
along that he had the ability. He’s
matured. He’s playing well. It’s just
a matter of putting it together.”

Davis, a sophomore, was the Raid-
ers’ top performer last year. “Based
on what Jack did last year, we had
high hopes for him. He has the poten-
tial to win all the tournaments we
enter, such as the Watchung Confer-
ence and the counties,” said Ciccotelli.

The Raiders, who had only one
senior on last year’s squad, are still
quite young with the only senior
being Rob Maroney.

“I think we are a better team but
our record may not show it because
we have a tougher schedule this year,”
commented Ciccotelli.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
COACH OF THE YEAR...John
Turnbull displays his 2003 Coach of
the Year Award.

Union Catholic Viking Erin O’Connor

For additional information or a private tour, please call:

Patricia Plante
Sales Associate

Call Direct: (908) 233-2162
600 North Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090

Office: (908) 233-0065

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated.
Equal Housing Opportunity.

SCOTCH PLAINS—Elegance abounds in this richly appointed split level
home. Gleaming hardwood floors, open staircase, expansive windows, a
luxurious sun filled living room, delightful formal dining room with sliders
that overlook the deck, a beautiful, lush yard and an enclosed pool. A fabu-
lous location, near schools, town and transportation only serves to enhance
the allure of this lovely home.

Presented for $699,900.
Call Pat Plante for details (908) 233-2162

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR A PRIVATE TOUR, PLEASE CONTACT:

Joyce Taylor
Sales Associate

600 North Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090
Direct Line: (908) 233-6417 Office: (908) 233-0065

Joyce-Taylor@Burgdorff.com

WESTFIELD—Wonderful 6 bedroom Colonial—hardwood floors, pocket
doors, architectural details and natural wood trim. Delightful heated sun room,
fireplace in living room, 2½ baths and more. Located on nearly a quarter acre
just moments from town, schools and New York City transportation.

Offered for $529,000
Call Joyce Taylor for details: (908) 233-6417

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the
regular meeting of the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains held on
APRIL 27, 2004 the 2004 LOCAL MUNICI-
PAL BUDGET OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS was duly passed on
second and final reading.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
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