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MONTAGNA, POWERS RIP WINNING RUNS; URBAN HRS

Raider Baseball Men Score 3
In 7th, Top Hilltoppers, 6-4 POWER POWERS TWO-RUN HOME RUN IN SEVENTH

Hunterdon C. Adds 5 in 9th,
Beats Blue Devil Nine, 12-7

LOFFREDO NETS 2 GOALS, PIROT MAKES 12 SAVES

Mendham Minutemen Shock
Blue Devil Laxer Boys, 5-3

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Costly mistakes ended with disap-
pointing results for the hosting Sum-
mit Hilltoppers when three runs
scored on three errors in the seventh
inning to give the, 4-2, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School baseball team
a, 6-4, win on April 24. Designated
hitter Jared Montagna scorched a
bases loaded two-run single and craft-
ily scored on Matt Powers’ RBI single
to secure the victory.

James Scalfaro, who pitched four
innings and allowed four runs (two
unearned) on eight hits while fan-
ning five and walking none, said, “I
think I threw well overall and was
hitting my spots for the most part.
My curveball had a lot of rotation on
it and my fastball had a decent pop to
it. I left a couple of balls up in the
zone and those were the hits they got
off me. I’m very confident in my
bullpen. They always do a great job.
Sean (Varsolona) did a great job, so

I’m very assured coming out and
leaving them with the game.”

The Raiders took a 1-0 lead in the
first. Leadoff hitter Matt Powers beat
out a throw to first, then retreated to
the dugout on a forced play at sec-
ond. Kevin Urban worked a free pass
and John Maloney pulled the trigger
with an RBI double to center.

Hilltopper Zack Barber knocked in
three runs in the bottom of the third to
take a 3-1 lead then the Raiders coun-
tered with a run in the fourth. Baker
crushed a leadoff double to center and
scored on Mulvey’s sacrifice fly to cut
the deficit to one.

The complexion of the game
changed when Urban whacked a
game-tying solo blast over the
leftfield netting in the fifth.

“It was a real ‘pick-me-upper” said
Urban. “We kind of struggled all day
but, as a team, that blast really helped
us, because it put us back into the

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two opportunities to knock off the
No. 15 Hunterdon Central High
School baseball team slipped through
host Westfield’s hands on April 24,
allowing the visitors to capitalize
with five runs in the top of the ninth
inning to gain a 12-7 victory. Red
Devil designated hitter Charlie
Howard drew the curtain down on
the Blue Devils by crashing a three-
run homer over the rightfield fence
to cap the five-run assault.

A mix of the good – spectacular
fielding plays – the bad – uninspiring
fielding plays – and the ugly – men-
tal blunders – blended with the hero-

ics of Howard’s homer, Blue Devil
Bryan Power’s two-run shot in the
bottom of the seventh to send the
game into extra innings and Red
Devil Nick Neiderhaus’ two-run triple
in the first inning.

The Red Devils held a 14-11 edge
in hits, including three doubles, a
triple and the home run. Neiderhaus
finished with a triple and a double
and three RBI, Howard also doubled
and scored twice and leadoff batter
Brett Rossi went 4-for-5 and scored
twice. Power scored twice in his five
at bats, leadoff batter Jan Cocozziello
had two singles and an RBI and Mike
Diaz had two singles and an RBI.

The 9-1 Red Devils took a two-run
jump in the first, but Westfield

centerfielder Billy Hearon prevented
additional runs with a magnificent run-
ning grab near the fence. Blue Devil
pitcher Tom Ricciuti walked the first
two batters in the second and both later
scored on an RBI single by Rossi
coupled with a fielding miscue in left.

Sam Kim got action started for
Westfield in the second by getting hit
by a pitch. Diaz followed with an
infield single and Ken Wichoski
drilled an RBI single to left. After
Dan Clark singled, Cocozziello
poked an RBI single to left, tighten-
ing the score to 4-2.

An opportunity to silence the Red
Devils in the third was lost when a
pickoff throw to second sailed into

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sometimes people start off out of
synch and fail to get the proper syn-
chronization knack back. An inabil-
ity to get into the knack resulted in a
5-3 defeat of the Westfield High
School boys lacrosse team to the, 6-
2, No. 16 Mendham Minutemen in
Westfield on April 21.

Both teams amassed plenty of
pickoffs, which may translate to poor
passing on the part of both teams.
The Minutemen, however, capital-
ized on the Blue Devils’ defense that
slipped out of position from time to
time. Blue Devil goalie Brian Pirot,
the last line of defense, was forced to
put on a spectacular show, and did,
with 11 saves – several from point

blank range.
“We played absolutely our worst

game of the season! The only person
who played well was our goalie,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Gerry
Benaquista stated with emphasis. “He
kept us in the game. He made some
huge saves inside, otherwise the score
would have been a lot worse. We

One week or the 
whole summer. 

For children ages 3-15 

Spots are still available 
in many of our 
traditional full day 

camps like Blue Sky 
and Sunshine, our  half 

day preschool camps 
and our Caravan and 
Teen Express travel 
camps.  Some other 
camps still available.   
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Summer Day Camp 2004 

Westfield Area Y * 220 Clark St. 
Westfield, NJ  07090 

908-233-2700 
www.westfieldynj.org 

SPRUNG SHOOTS ONE-OVER-PAR 37

Devil Golfers Shut Down
Raider Golfers, 157-170

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fresh off their somewhat disap-
pointing sixth-place finish at the
prestigious Blue Devil Invitational,
the Westfield High School golfers
topped r ival Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 157-170, at Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield on April
22. The Blue Devils improved their
record to 10-0 while the Raiders
leveled to 2-2.

Raider junior Mike Sprung re-
corded the lowest 9-hole score with
a one-over-par 37 followed by Blue
Devils Garrett Cockren and Matt
Hodges who shot 38 and 39, re-
spectively. One of the Blue Devils’
aces, Ryan Shallcross, had his worst
round of the year and did not figure
in the scoring. Blue Devil Jimmy
Arbes, the Blue Devil Invitational
individual champion, and teammate
Chris Tropeano both scored 40.
Raiders Jack Davis, Clayton Balch
and Jared Turner turned in respec-
tive scores of 41, 44 and 48.

Normally, Arbes and Shallcross

are expected to finish in the high
30s. Hodges and Tropeano turned
in their best rounds of the year and
Blue Devil senior Mike Ivan came
in with a 41.

“Usually when our first two play-
ers come in we have a big lead,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach John
Turnbull. “It’s amazing that our
depth was so good. It was the best
match we had from top to bottom all
year, which is good going into the

Blue Devil Golfers Retain
Watchung Conference Title
The Westfield High School golf

team retained its Watchung Confer-
ence A Division title by out-shooting
second place Scotch Plains-Fanwood
157-172 at Shackamaxon Country
Club in Scotch Plains on April 26.
Due to driving rains, the tournament
was limited to nine holes. Last year,
Westfield won with a 307 total and
the Raiders were a distant second at
331. Cranford placed third with a
total of 175 and Union was fourth at
193.

Linden won the “B” Division title
with a 211 total followed by Newark
East Side at 237, Plainfield at 238
and Elizabeth at 240. Robert Cubala
of Linden and Felipe Foronda of
Newark East Side shared the “B”
individual title, each shooting 39.

Blue Devil junior Ryan Shallcross,
who recently shot his worst round of
the season on April 22 against the
Raiders, shot a one-over-par 35 to
grab the individual title. Last year, he
won the title by shooting a one-over-
par 73 for 18 holes. Raider sopho-
more Jack Davis, who placed fifth last
year, finished second with a 37 and
Blue Devil sophomore Jimmy Arbes,
who placed second last year with a 3-

over-par 75, came in third at 39.
Raider Mike Sprung, Blue Devil

Michael Ivan and Cranford’s Tom
Anthes tied for fourth with a 40 total.
Blue Devil Garrett Cockren, who
took fourth last year with a 79, placed
seventh at 43. Cranford’s Jason Occi
and Joe Manganiello tied for eighth
at 44 and Blue Devil Chris Tropeano
finished 10th at 46.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN A BATTLE FOR BALL CONTROL…Blue Devil Mike Patella, No. 21, gets the ball knocked away by a Mendham
Minuteman long stick. No. 16 Mendham defeated the Blue Devils, 5-3, in Westfield on April 21.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CROSSING THE PLATE IN THE FOURTH…Raider Kyle Baker, No. 5, after
bashing a double, crosses home plate in the fourth inning against Summit.




