
           EdCooney  for The Westfield Leader
GROUP GATHERING...Members of the Westfield Board of Education and
Superintendent of Schools Dr. William Foley, back right, gather at the home of
Anne Riegel, second row right, to hear the election results Tuesday night. The
budget passed by 285 votes.
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            Horace Corbin  for The Westfield Leader
THE TOWN ON PARADE…More than 2,000 Westfielders are pictured on parade last Saturday morning to inaugurate
the start of the Westfield Youth Baseball season. Led by the mayor, fire trucks, police motorcycle escort and the rescue
squad, kids, parents and wellwishers marched from Mindowaskin Park to Gumpert Park to play ball. Family pets were
also on hand during the idyllic spring morning. Parade organizers Lisa Riggs and Maureen Gozdieski were delighted at
the turnout for the first annual event.

            Benjamin B. Corbin  for The Westfield Leader
TROOP PREPARATION…Congressman Mike Ferguson meets the soldiers of
the National Guard to thank them at the Westfield Armory last Saturday as they
organize for further assignment in defending their country.

DWC to Give Façade Grants
To Three Area Businesses

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) held its monthly meet-
ing Monday night at its offices at 105
Elm Street. The DWC, responsible
for promoting Westfield businesses
and revitalizing the downtown, has
an annual budget of approximately
$377,000. To date, the corporation
has spent $52,000. This amount is
“typical given the seasonality of
events,” said DWC Executive Direc-
tor Sherry Cronin.

Downtown sidewalk renovation
was discussed, with the board deter-
mining it will need to outline how it
will handle the process. The DWC
has requested that the sidewalks
downtown be converted to paver-
style brick in accordance with a side-
walk ordinance that has already been

adopted by many surrounding towns.
The DWC will have to decide how it
will handle the tenant at One Elm
Street who would like to start the
project.

“I don’t know how we will mix and
match,” said Alan DeRose. “But we
need to come up with a plan.”

The DWC will be viewing design
options presented by E. P. Henry, a
100-year-old company specializing
in that type of design, and will decide
which direction it will take from
there.

Grants to Golden Age Instruments,
a new South Avenue instrument busi-
ness, and Fast Frame, a new Quimby
Street one-hour photo shop, were
approved in the amounts of  $150 and
$1,700, respectively. The businesses
will use the money to improve the
façades of their businesses through
signage and an awning following
suggestions made by the DWC. An-
other Quimby Street business, Island
Trading Company, will most likely

receive a grant when the DWC re-
ceives information on what its façade
renovations will cost. The maximum
individual grant is $2,000. The façade
renovations made by Island Trading
Company and Fast Frame, both lo-
cated on the Robert Treat side of
Quimby Street, will be a way of
“Unifying the buildings…and help
that side of the block,” Mrs. Cronin
said.

A kiosk has also been ordered for
Rialto Park, located along side the
movie theatre on Central Avenue and
should be installed in the near future.
The Westfield YMCA was a major
contributor in the design and produc-
tion of the kiosk.

An Addams Family weekend is being
planned to honor the fact that a Westfield
home was used as inspiration in the
popular Addams Family series. The event
will be held Halloween weekend in Oc-
tober. Other activities such as the Me-
morial Pool Haunted House, the Elm
Street Parade and the Westfield High

MS BOE Budget Passes
By 154 Vote Margin

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In an unofficial tally of the votes
for the Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation race, Carmine Venes came
out on top, pulling in 449 votes.
Incumbent Ray Haggar brought in
423 votes, and Gene Nagel claimed
429 votes. Candidate Michael
Melango missed getting a seat on
the board, pulling in only 357 votes.

The school budget of approxi-

mately $11 million passed, with
425 residents voting in favor. The
borough, claiming 4,600 registered
voters, had only 271 voters come
out against the budget.

The next meeting of the school
board is Tuesday, April 27, at 8
p.m. in the Media Center at
Deerfield School. The newly-
elected candidates will be sworn
in and will begin their three-year
terms on the board.

Residents On Both Sides of
Deck Issue Voice Opinions

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Parking talk on Tuesday night at
Town Hall overshadowed approval
of the $29.97 million municipal bud-
get. At times the meeting got heated
enough to prompt Town Clerk Ber-
nard Heeney to ask a police officer to
stand in the council chambers.

The budget was approved, with
Third Ward Councilman Andrew
Skibitsky being the only dissenting
vote. The total budget is up 7.1 per-
cent over last year, but will raise the
municipal portion of  property taxes
nearly 14 percent.

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Gregory McDermott announced that
the council
had met
with its re-
d e v e l o p -
ment attor-
ney and that
they will be
meeting with developer Robert
Powell to ask for less residences and
more retail on South Avenue. He said
that more retail on South Avenue
would bring revitalization to that
area. He said they are also bringing
concerns of height, density, traffic
and finances to the table.

Residents, business owners, down-
town property owners and out-of-
town shoppers all turned out at the
meeting to speak both for and against
the projects.

Morgan O’Brien submitted a com-
plete financial analysis of the rede-
velopment projects to the council
and said he would meet with them to
offer his expertise in the area. He
said that in his opinion, “in no way

do (these projects) support them-
selves on an ongoing basis.”

“A lot of things are at risk if noth-
ing is done,” said Jay Troutman, who
served on the
m a y o r ’ s
Parking Ad-
visory Com-
mittee. He
said that it is
the town’s re-
sponsibility
to fix the
parking prob-
lem.

Murray Perch, who runs the news
stand at the South Avenue train sta-

tion, said that until
September 11,
2001, a parking
deck was needed,
but now, “even on
the rainiest days
there’s parking.”

James Abate dis-
played photos of the South Avenue
and Watterson Street parking lots
with empty spaces. He asked the
council to “first demonstrate that
you can fill these lots.”

Mr. Abate got up to speak again
later in the meeting, but Mayor
McDermott stopped him because
there were many people wanting to

speak. Mr. Abate continued to speak
and Town Attorney Robert Cockren
got to his feet and declared Mr. Abate
“out of order.”

Jim Baker said
that the lots
should be further
oversold and that
more enforce-
ment is needed to
stop meter feed-
ing.

R i c h a r d
Fromkin, the owner

of Westfield Interiors on South Avenue,
said that South Avenue is in need of
revitalization. He said that retail and
parking are needed on South Avenue.

Allen Solomon said that by de-
creasing the size of the currently
proposed decks, the net increase in
parking spaces is lessened, defeating
the purpose of the project. He said he
believes all other means to solve the
problem should be exhausted, in-
cluding moving employees out of
the downtown area. He said the coun-
cil needs to listen to what the resi-
dents want. “If they have the wisdom
to elect you, you should have the
wisdom to listen to them,” he stated.

Scott Evans, a former Westfield
resident and planning board mem-

Ward Applies for Retail
Project on Prospect St.

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Although James Ward’s proposal  to
build a 35-unit luxury apartment com-
plex for those age 55 and older at the
site of the former Statistical Research
headquarters on Prospect Street is not
off the table, he will appear before the
planning board on Monday, May 3,
with an application to build 12,000
square feet of retail with two floors of
apartments above on the site.

In July of 2003, Mr. Ward began
presenting his condominium plans to
residents and quickly gained support.
He then approached the town council
for a change in the zoning, as the prop-
erty is currently zoned for retail use.

Mr. Ward has met with the council
on several occasions and has brought
his planner and attorney to the meet-
ings. He said that at this time, he
believes the council has “made their
decision by indecision.”

“I gave it my best shot with the
council,” Mr. Ward said.

He said that it is costing him and

his partners $170,000 a year to keep
the building vacant and told The
Westfield Leader he has viable ten-
ants who want to take the space.

“I always had a plan B,” Mr. Ward
told The Leader. The application he
is submitting is an “as of right” project
and requires no variances.

At Tuesday night’s council meeting,
Nelson Place resident Sharon Stockwell
asked the mayor and council for sup-
port of the condo project. She said that
besides the neighbors wanting the
condo project over the retail, the con-
dos would bring a substantially larger
tax income to the town.

Mayor Gregory McDermott re-
sponded that Mr. Ward is currently
asking to build the condos taller than
town ordinance allows. He also said
there is concern with the amount of
development in that area, as the pro-
posed parking deck would have con-
dos facing on Prospect Street.

He said that the item is on the
council’s agenda for its conference
session next week.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield School Board Budget
Passes by Narrow Margin
By ED COONEY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield residents voted to pass
the school board’s 2004-2005 spend-
ing plan by a slim margin of 285
votes on Tuesday.

The budget, which came under
fire for including the purchase of 150
brand-new laptop computers for
teachers at Westfield High School,
received 1,287 votes in favor and
1,002 votes against. The budget did
not pass in all of Westfield’s voting
districts, but received enough total
votes to pass.  Board President Arlene
Gardner attributed the slim margin
to “low turnout.”

“There weren’t any really contro-
versial issues this year,” she said.
Ms. Gardner went on to note that

historically, voter turnout for school
elections is lower in years that the
members of the school board run
uncontested.

 The approved budget represents a
6 percent increase over the 2003-
2004 budget.  The tax levy is $3.55
per $100 on the assessed value of
one’s home. “It was really a very
reasonable budget,” said Ms. Gardner.

 Additionally, the public had the
opportunity to voice its support for
the Westfield Board of Education by
voting for three incumbent candi-
dates running unopposed. Board
member Richard Solomon received
the most votes, with 1,532, followed
by Julia Walker, with 1,526 votes,
and Virginia “Ginny” Leiz, with
1,488 votes. Each received a new

three-year term on the board.
 The board’s next public meeting

will take place on Tuesday, April
27. At that time, the board will
select a president and a vice presi-
dent to serve during the 2004-2005
school year.

“If you don’t get the parking it’ll
be lights out for downtown
Westfield.” - Downtown  property
owner Gary Goodman.

“We don’t want a little Jersey
City.” - Resident Mike Alfonso.

MS Council Questioned on
Taxes, Community Center

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

An introduction of the 2004 mu-
nicipal budget took place on Tues-
day evening as the Mountainside
Council met for its monthly meeting
in front of a larger than usual crowd.

Mayor Robert Viglianti addressed
the audience noting the municipal
portion of the budget “will be going
up 4.2 points.” He stated that be-
cause of state mandated budget in-
creases and loss of revenues from
low interest rates, the municipal por-
tion of the tax bill will translate into
an average increase of $70 per home
being assessed at $150,000.

The mayor stated that the munici-
pal budget contained an increase of
$32,288.80 for a Police and Firemen’s
Retirement Fund that was formerly
taken care of by the state. It has now
been mandated back to each munici-
pality for funding. He also reported
that the state has mandated that
Mountainside give the sum of
$49,000 to its library.

In addition, the mayor noted that
the borough’s contract for recycling,
“which is also state mandated,” has
expired and that Mountainside has
only received one bid at an increase
of $74,000 per year.

Finally, the mayor said that there
has been a $37,390.96 loss of in-
come on investments because of the
“low interest rates.”

He concluded that these four ma-
jor points totaling nearly $200,000
translate into an increase of “a bit
over four points.”

Mayor Viglianti and members of
the borough council also passed a
resolution for a late introduction of
the entire budget due to “unforeseen
circumstances” and noted that citi-
zens of the borough were welcome to
come to the Tuesday, May 18 public
meeting, when the entire budget
would be ready.

The mayor did note that there was
an expected increase of $128 per
average assessed household for the
education portion of the tax bill along
with an increase of $88.40 from
Union County, making the total in-
crease per average assessed home in
Mountainside nearly $287.

He also stated that copies of the
Borough’s rough draft budget could
be obtained from Borough Hall.

In other business, some members

of the audience had questions for the
governing body concerning the pro-
posed new community center that
had been considered in recent months
at the site of “The Barns Track,”
which is located on Mountain Av-
enue between the 7-11 store and the
community pool. Resident Henry
Weeks, who stated that he has lived
in the borough for 48 years, asked the
governing body how was it deter-
mined that Mountainside needed a
community center.

The mayor told Mr. Weeks that the
borough was just in an “initial study
phase” of the project, noting that the
payment of $8,000 for an outside
architectural consulting service was
part of a state grant award. He also
stated that there has been an approxi-
mate total of over 25 Mountainside
community groups interested in de-
veloping the new center.

He told Mr. Weeks that the contract
for the outside agency for its architec-
tural services was set up so Mountainside
could cancel the next phase at any time
if it felt it wasn’t what the community
wanted. The mayor noted that, if the
project did get to a point where it looked

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14
David Kervick, 57, of Westfield was

arrested in the 900 block of South Av-
enue, West, and charged with posses-
sion of suspected cocaine and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia.

Responding to a report of a distur-
bance, police found Kervick outside and
were told by him that a robbery was
underway in his apartment.

A search of the premises uncovered
the suspected cocaine and parapherna-
lia, authorities said. Kervick was re-
leased on his own recognizance.

THURSDAY, APRIL 15
A Cranford resident reported that her

pocketbook was stolen after it was left
unattended at a North Avenue store.

MONDAY, APRIL 19
A Marion Avenue resident reported

that an unidentified person had obtained
some form of his identification and ac-
quired a credit card for a store that was
not authorized by the account holder.

Charisse Jones, 34, of Plainfield was
arrested and charged with disorderly
conduct after reportedly creating a dis-
turbance aboard a NJ Transit bus at
Prospect and East Broad Streets. Jones,
who allegedly became combative with
police officers at the scene, was released
on her own recognizance.

TUESDAY, APRIL 20
As the result of a motor vehicle stop

for speeding on Springfield Avenue, Sean
Foy, 19, of Fanwood was arrested and
charged with possession of a prohibited
weapon, which police identified as a
switchblade. He was released on his own
recognizance.

For nearly 50 years, K. Hovnanian® has been delivering 
superior quality and value and as a result, more homes 
than any other builder in the Northeast. Tens of thousands 
of families have chosen K. Hovnanian® for very important 
reasons: More home for your money. More quality and 
amenities. More fine craftsmanship. It’s more than how great K. Hovnanian® homes look, it’s how they make you
feel. People just feel more confident and more comfortable with K. Hovnanian.® In short, more at home. Is it any
wonder that K. Hovnanian® is known as the first name in lasting value?
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THE RESERVE
Going, going, gone...  The Reserve is 50% SOLD OUT!

Don’t miss your opportunity!

UNION COUNTY, NJ Scotch Plains

Money Isn’t All You’re Saving

All prices are base prices and subject to availability. Priced by location. Prices subject to change without notice. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U. S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout 
the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

Find your new home at

CALL ONE OF OUR SALES CENTERS OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DIRECTIONS TO ALL OF OUR COMMUNITIES. OPEN 10 TO 6 DAILY. 
MORTGAGE FINANCING PROVIDED BY K. HOVNANIAN® AMERICAN MORTGAGE, LLC. K. HOVNANIAN® IS A BUILDER OF FINE HOMES IN NEW JERSEY, PENNSYLVANIA, TEXAS, 

NEW YORK, WASHINGTON D.C., MARYLAND, VIRGINIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, NORTH CAROLINA, OHIO, WEST VIRGINIA, ARIZONA, FLORIDA & CALIFORNIA

DO YOU OWN LAND? Talk to K. Hovnanian® about development possibilities. Call (888) KHOV-HOME

khov.com®
Find your new home at

khov.com®
Find your new home at

BEST HOME SITES NOW OPEN!
The Reserve is an intimate community of 100 townhomes presented by 
K. Hovnanian® at Scotch Plains, Inc., ranging in size from approximately 
1,800 to over 2,000 square feet. These wonderfully crafted homes feature 
2 - 3 bedrooms, 21⁄2 bathrooms and a one-car garage. Located in desirable 
Scotch Plains, The Reserve is nestled between Watchung and Westfield. 
The Watchung Reservation, with its woods, lakes, streams, meadows and trails, 
are just steps from your back door. The Reserve offers residents easy access to
major highways and mass transit and convenient commuting to New York City.
Historical sites, golf courses and other recreational facilities are all within 2 miles.
Scotch Plains features an excellent school system as well as quality shopping, 
dining and entertainment. 

Magnificent townhomes in beautiful 
Scotch Plains from the upper $300’s  

(908) 490-1421

Artist’s rendering.

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com
524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

...Don’t Wait!!

Impatient?

Wow, over 80 degrees this week... If you 
haven’t started thinking about the garden, 
now is the time.

For those that like to get an early 
start, and save quite a bit of $$$  we are 
having our Impatiens Sale this Saturday 
and Sunday. 

Over 2 truck loads of Impatiens will be 
here available for only $9.99 flat.

We will be opening our doors early on 
Saturday for those that want to get a 
really early start. (7am).

 Remember there is still a slight chance 
of Frost, so protect them if you hear of 
frost warnings on the news.

Wow, over 80 degrees this week... If you 
haven’t started thinking about the garden, 
now is the time.

For those that like to get an early 
start, and save quite a bit of $$$  we are 
having our Impatiens Sale this Saturday 
and Sunday. 

Over 2 truck loads of Impatiens will be 
here available for only $9.99 flat.

We will be opening our doors early on 
Saturday for those that want to get a 
really early start. (7am).

 Remember there is still a slight chance 
of Frost, so protect them if you hear of 
frost warnings on the news.

He’s Back!
Big Ed Williams
checking to see

if David’s late to work.

Quick Gift
Solution

Impatiens
Sale!!!

$9.99 flat!!!

Limit 5 flats per customer • While Supplies Last 
Reg $15.99 flat of 24 plants

Limit 5 flats per customer • While Supplies Last 
Reg $15.99 flat of 24 plants

Two Days Only
April 24th & 25th
Two Days Only
April 24th & 25th

Special Sale Hours
Sat 7am-7pm Sun 9am-6pm
Special Sale Hours
Sat 7am-7pm Sun 9am-6pm

like it was something to proceed on, then
a public meeting would be held and
fundraising committees would be
formed.

Dick Picut also asked the mayor and
council about the community center,
inquiring about what would be contained
within the structure and asking specifi-
cally about a swimming pool. The mayor
stated that he knew there were no plans
for a swimming pool, but noted again
that the borough was just in the “initial
phase” of the project and were “being
asked for specifics that we don’t have
yet.” He did estimate, however, that the
center might contain classrooms and
meeting rooms, a gymnasium and a
physical fitness area that might or might
not be available to surrounding commu-
nities.

Adele Magnolia also addressed the
council regarding the center and stated
that she had served on the Recreation
Commission years ago, when her chil-
dren were much younger. She stated, “I
saw no need for an additional center then
and I don’t see the need for one now.”
She said that she thought the governing

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS Council Questioned on
Taxes, Community Center

body should re-consider the community
center and stated that the borough had
many churches for community functions
as well as a new school.

She also noted that the borough had
access to many local YMCA’s and the
Watchung Reservation. She concluded
by stating, “I am not convinced that the
need for the center exists, and I am not
convinced that you have community
support.”

William McNamara spoke concern-
ing the center also asking the governing
body to present a business plan to the
residents before making a decision on
the community project. He stated that he
thought in recent years the proposed
recreation center had “doubled in size”
and thought the center would “be under-
utilized.”

Finally, after Scott Schmedel also
questioned the need for the community
center, Councilman Paul Mirabelli ad-
dressed the audience, stating that there
was a public meeting held regarding the
need and desire by Mountainside resi-
dents for a community center, “The
meeting was packed with people sup-
porting the center.” He stated there
were people from all different age ranges
supporting the project noting, “we didn’t
come up with this project in a vacuum.
We were given a vast background of
support.”

He also had stated that there were
many parents within the borough who
wanted a community center for their
children to go to. He concluded by say-
ing “there are many parents who feel that
there is nowhere for the children to go to
during their free time and were express-
ing the desire for a community center.”

It had been reported back in Decem-
ber of 2003 that a Community Develop-
ment grant was awarded for the Borough
Engineer, Michael Disko, to do an engi-
neering study on a piece of land that may
be used as a future site for a new commu-
nity center. At that time, Mr. Disko
headed a preliminary study that included
a land survey and a topographical sur-
vey.

In other business, many citizens in-
cluding Linda Condrillo, who lives on
Wood Valley Road, voiced concerns
regarding speeding on her street. She
noted that many parents drive on her
street to get their kids to school and she
notices many are speeding, thus making
the road a dangerous place for children
who live there.

She stated that she has been wearing
T-shirts with 25 MPH written on them as
a “gentle reminder” for motorists who
frequent the street, but also asked the
governing body for signage and a Speed
Monitor Trailer.

Other residents such as George Tosada
and Sue Boyle, who live on Birch Hill
Road, also had safety concerns for pe-
destrians on their block as well as other
streets within the borough. They asked
for better enforcement of speed laws and
additional signage.

Henry Beckler echoed the sentiments
of others speaking before him, stating, “I
am fearful for the kids.”

Finally, Miriam Tudesko, from Deer
Path, asked about the possibility of walk-
ways for the safety of pedestrians. Coun-
cilman Keith Turner noted that Deer
Path was a county road and gave Ms.
Tudesko a contact name for her request.

Mayor Viglianti, along with Police
Chief James Debbie noted that they will
look into attaining additional signage
and stated that there will be “more en-
forcement” of speeding violations.

Finally, the governing body unani-
mously passed a second reading for Or-
dinance 170-2004, which will put a stop
sign at Woodacres Drive and Whippoor-
will Way.

The next Mountainside meeting will
be held on Tuesday, May 11 at 8 p.m.

ber, said that “if we build it and its
wrong, it’s a forever blight.” He sug-
gested that the property where CVS is on
South Avenue could be purchased for
twice what it’s worth and that would still
cost less than the proposed parking decks.

Richard Andreski said that he wel-
comes development in town. He said
that the “phenomenon of 9/11 is tempo-
rary,” and that Westfield should “build
for the future.”

Former Councilman Neil Sullivan said
he looked at the developer’s financial
models and he can’t see it as a good
financial decision to go forward with the
projects as currently proposed. He said
that the town should approach the project
by doing one deck at a time and seeing if
it works.

Saul Driddle said there is a need for
more parking and more residences in
town. He said that even if the lots are
oversold more, there will still be a need
for more parking.

“We don’t want a little Jersey City,”
said Mike Alfonso.

Helen Rentoulis, the owner of Vicki’s
Diner, said that people have trouble park-
ing and are inundated by tickets, and she
loses customers. “Something is in des-
perate need of being done,” she said.

“Unless we address these (parking)
issues the future could be negatively
effected,” said Joseph Spector,
Westfield resident and owner of the
Leader Store. He said that while the
council is trying to be fiscally conser-
vative, he feels this is “not the correct
foundation to base decisions” while
interest rates are so low.

Downtown Westfield Corporation Ex-
ecutive Director Sherry Cronin came
under fire from resident John Blake. Mr.
Blake said that he doesn’t feel a “public
employee” should be prompting people
to speak out on a “political issue.”

Several people spoke in favor of Mrs.

Westfield Town Council
Cronin, citing her volunteer efforts in
town. Mrs. Cronin herself said that resi-
dents should get involved in town to
make a difference, “including solving
the parking problem.”

“If you don’t get the parking it’ll be
lights out for downtown Westfield,” said
property owner Gary Goodman.

School Costume Contest will all be mar-
keted under the Addams Family Week-
end umbrella.

The “Best of New Jersey” video, made
for the “Journey Series” to be shown on
48,000 Continental Airlines flights start-
ing in May, was shown at the meeting.
Governor Jim McGreevey hosts the video
which highlights Westfield as “one of
New Jersey’s premier downtowns.” The
DWC spent $5,000 on the video in order
to introduce people to downtown
Westfield. Footage from a commercial
made for Comcast was used in the video,
along with new footage shot in Febru-
ary.

The board discussed how it would
handle news racks in front of Cosimo’s
Pizzeria when the restaurant expands.
The owner has requested permission to
include outside dining when it takes
over the retail space next door. Cur-
rently, the news racks in front of the
pizzeria would distract from the ambi-
ance and the board agreed that they
should be moved. One possible reloca-
tion site discussed was in front of
Brummers Chocolate. News racks have
been cleaned up and are better main-
tained since the DWC became involved
in requiring owners to maintain them.

The board briefly discussed the park-
ing redeveloping status, with Council-
man Larry Goldman stating, “The coun-
cil had a healthy discussion. I think some
decisions are going to be made fairly
soon. Discussions are continuing.”

Three members of We Care, a group
strongly opposed to the parking decks,
attended the meeting to voice their con-
cern about the proposed decks.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

DWC
Grants
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See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
AND THE WINNERS ARE…Ray Haggar and Carmine Venes are all smiles as
they pose with their wives Tuesday night at Mountainside Borough Hall after
hearing the unofficial vote count came out in their favor. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Carol and Carmine Venes, Raymond and Arlene Haggar

            Horace Corbin  for The Westfield Leader
SPRING CLEANUP…Last Saturday, dozens of “Friends of Mindowaskin Park”
volunteers joined together to cleanup the park and pond. Pictured above, this trio
display great satisfaction upon removing a shopping cart from the pond.


