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Brooks Crandall for The Times
VARIETY...The theme for the annual Coles School Variety show last Saturday was the Magic of Disney. Grant Crandall
(left), Callum Wayman and the line of warriors are lying in wait for the grand finale. Over a hundred children from
Kindergarten through 4th grade participated in the show. Both performances in the Terrill Middle School Auditorium
were sold out.

Brooks Crandall for The Times
MAGIC OF DISNEY...The theme for the annual Coles School Variety show last
Saturday was the Magic of Disney.  Over a hundred children from Kindergarten
through 4th grade participated in the show. Both  performances in the Terrill
Middle School Auditorium were sold out.

SPF Board of Education Approves
Technology Plan for 2004-2007

By MICHELLE SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education heard a detailed plan
for technological advancements in
the school district for the next three
years.

Network Administrator Joanne
Arvay and Assistant Superinten-
dent Margaret Hayes gave a Power-
Point presentation on Thursday
night that explained and elaborated
on the integration of technology in
all of the schools.

According to Ms. Arvay, the

district’s technological inventory
consists of over 3,200 items such
as desktop computers, laptops,
printers, projectors, interactive
white boards, and video equipment,
which are all maintained by the
four members of the Technology
Department.

The 2004-2007 Technology Plan,
which was approved by the board on
Thursday night, will add a new phone
system at Terrill Middle School and
the high school, cell phones for all
bus drivers and principals, wireless
Internet access for computers, and

replacement of obsolete equipment,
among other things.

Most importantly, the plan pro-
jected the goals of the technology
implements. Technological literacy
within the core curriculum content
standards followed by the district
and revising media curriculum for
student enhancement in subjects such
as language arts, math and science
are the areas that will be most af-
fected by the technology plan.

“You can do a lot of razzle dazzle
with computers, but that doesn’t
change what they are learning,” said
Ms. Arvay, who constantly empha-
sized the curriculum focus of the
technology plan.

Senior Center on The
Horizon in Scotch Plains

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

There has been a great deal of
work done to existing parks in Scotch
Plains in the past few years and
there’s still more to come, according
to Ray Poerio, the township’s Direc-
tor of Parks and Recreation. In addi-
tion to a slew of anticipated renova-
tions to additional parks and
ballfields, Mr. Poerio told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that he is
hopeful that the goal of a new com-
munity and recreation center can be
realized soon.

Discussing some of his plans for
the coming year, Mr. Poerio told The
Times that he is “anxiously await-
ing” funding approval from the Union
County Freeholders for renovations
set for the ballfields at the Union
County Vocational-Technical School
and at the field on Route 22. The Vo-
Tech project will involve transform-
ing the Little League-size ballfield
and soccer field into full-size facili-
ties, “with other amenities as well,”
according to Mr. Poerio, while the
Route 22 field will be redesigned,
with new bleachers, fencing and irri-

gation added.
Back on January 1, Mayor Martin

Marks, in his New Year’s address,
expressed his hope that a new senior
center could be established at some
point in the near future. Mr. Poerio,
who noted that the mayor and the rest
of the township council “have been
very supportive of any of our en-
deavors,” said the Recreation De-
partment has been “exploring a vari-
ety of options and locations, and we
look forward to meeting with the
council to further explore possible
opportunities.”

Later this year, Mr. Poerio said he
hopes to undertake major renova-
tions at Brookside Park on Hetfield
Avenue, including redeveloping the
ballfield there along with some pos-
sible expansion of facilities. He also
hopes to be able to give the field
behind the south side firehouse a
facelift. He reported that the rede-
sign of the ballfields at Park Middle
School should be completed within a
month, although the fields will not
be available for the entire calendar
year since the new grass will need
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Two Commercial Developments
Proposed for Fanwood Downtown

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written TheScotch Plains-Fanwood Times

A concept hearing for a proposed
development was presented to the
Fanwood Planning and Zoning Board
of Adjustments at their agenda set-
ting meeting on Monday night. Broth-
ers, Rick and Mike Marcovecchio, of
Westfield and Fanwood, presented
their concept to the board for a three-
story, Victorian-style retail and resi-
dential development at the corner of
South Avenue and Second Street.

A concept hearing, explained Plan-
ning Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings, is to allow the develop-
ers a chance to hear the board’s
thoughts regarding the proposal to
assist the developers in formulating
their plans.

The proposal includes several re-
tail stores on the first floor, with eight
to ten, one and two bedroom rental-
units on the second and third floors.

The proposed mixed-use building
would occupy approximately one-
quarter of an acre, currently the site

of MIP Printing. The developers are
also considering the purchase of the
store next door to MIP.

Several board members said that
they liked the conceptual drawings
and that the proposal seemed to be
congruent with the overall, down-
town, redevelopment plans for the
borough. However, Mayor Colleen
Mahr said that any formal applica-
tions were being put on hold until the
redevelopment plan outlined criteria
and guidelines for blending together
all of the proposed developments for
the downtown area.

The process was being expedited as
a priority, she told the Marcovecchio’s.

Mayor’s Designee, Rosanne Tobey,
expressed concerns about the num-
ber of residential units proposed and
how that might impact the schools.

Board Alternate Daniel Zucker
warned the developers that many
borough residents would take issue
with adding more students to the
school system. He noted that they
should take that into consideration.

Board member Andy McDonald
said the proposal would bring in-
creased tax revenue and suggested
that it was not the children who were
raising taxes but rather, “a school
board budget out of whack.”

This could be a catalyst for others
to come into the downtown and to
bring the downtown out of stagna-
tion,” Board Alternate Joseph Higgins
commented.

Other issues discussed by the board
were the proposal’s impact on traffic
and parking, the proposed density and
the borough’s Commission on Af-
fordable Housing obligations.

Mayor Mahr said that this corner

Parking Restrictions
Eyed Around SPFHS

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Two new ordinances to restrict
parking in Scotch Plains will be in-
troduced at next week’s Township
Council meeting. One ordinance will
impose a two-hour parking limit on
school days on one side of a section
of Church Street. The Scotch Plains
Police Department recently found
that parked cars on Church Street, a
narrow two-lane residential street that
has a sharp bend about 150 feet north
of its intersection with Portland Av-
enue, is causing visibility and ma-
neuverability problems. The police
found that when students park on
both sides of Church Street in the
vicinity of the bend, the roadway
narrows significantly and makes two-
way auto passage or the passage of
large emergency vehicles difficult.
In addition, a dangerous view ob-
struction arises that makes it difficult
for drivers to see oncoming traffic.
The ordinance will restrict parking
on the east side of Church Street, in
the vicinity of the street’s bend, to
two hours during school hours.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing on Tuesday evening, Mayor
Martin Marks said he hoped to have
further dialogue with high school
administrators about the general park-
ing situation for student drivers. Last
fall, he had met with school officials
and several student leaders to dis-
cuss the matter. A portion of the
parking lot at nearby Green Forest
Park was opened to student drivers
and additional discussions were
planned, but the mayor said he hasn’t
heard from the high school during
the past several months.

In addition, the council will intro-
duce an ordinance to restrict parking
on Cedar Brook Road, which runs
between Redwood Road and Home-
stead Terrace near Brunner School.
Parents dropping off their children
are apparently pulling into Cedar
Brook Road, a dead end street, and

then backing up in order to exit Ce-
dar Brook Road, a situation the Po-
lice Department says creates a haz-
ardous condition. The ordinance will
prohibit stopping or standing on both
sides of Cedar Brook Road between
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on school days.

At its meeting next Tuesday, the
council will hold a public hearing on
the $19.697 million municipal bud-
get. With 2004 expenditures slightly
more than five percent higher than
last year, the increase will be fi-
nanced by a four-point hike in the
municipal portion of local property
taxes, meaning the tax rate for mu-
nicipal government purposes will rise
from $1.24 to $1.28 per $100 of
assessed valuation. As a result, the
municipal property tax bill for the
average assessed home of $120,000
will be $1,536, an increase of $48
from last year. The average assessed
home has a market value of $360,000-
$420,000.

The municipal portion of local
property tax bills represents about 18
percent of the total levy, with the
Union County government portion
accounting for about the same level
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education’s $55.3 million
budget, which was approved by vot-
ers this week, financed by the re-
maining 60-65 percent of the tax bill.

On Tuesday night, the council held
a special session to formally reject a
$329,000 bid from Waste Manage-
ment to perform this year’s spring
clean-up, which is normally held in
June. This year’s bid was more than
75 percent higher than last year’s
$185,000; as a result, new buds will
be received early next month, ac-
cording to Township Manager Tho-
mas Atkins.

The council is expected to pass a
resolution next week supporting the
appointment of a Coordinator of
Public Works Shared Services to carry
out the activities of the public works

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

            Elizabeth Correll  for The Times
KEEPING COUNT...Scotch Plains-Fanwood School Superintendent Dr. Carol
Choye tallied up the votes for the school budget and board of education
candidates on Tuesday night.

was a critical piece of property since
it is a visual entrance into the bor-
ough and that any development at
this site would set the tone for the
downtown.

The board also announced that an
application for a major site plan
would be heard at the board’s next
regularly scheduled meeting on
Wednesday, April 28.

Messercola Brothers Building
Company has sent notice to all resi-
dents within 200 ft. of their proposed
development on the corner of South
Avenue and First Street, across from
the Chelsea Hotel. The site is cur-
rently occupied by a three-family
home, which previously housed a
bridal shop on the ground floor.

This development also proposes a
Victorian-style, three-story building,
with commercial, retail and residen-
tial use. The building conforms to all
ordinances, except adequate park-
ing, which would be contingent on
the nature of the commercial uses,
not yet determined.

The application includes profes-
sional offices, ground-floor retail es-
tablishments and 12, two-bedroom
apartments on the second and third
floors with 62 to 70 proposed park-
ing spaces. The apartments range in
size from 1,262 square feet to 1,922
square feet. The parking deficiency
allots only one parking space per
apartment, whereas the ordinance
calls for two.

Other applications scheduled for
the next meeting include a free-stand-
ing sign for International Freight,
located at 88 South Avenue. Several
other applications for residential
improvements are also scheduled.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

O’Connor Wins FW BOE Seat By
Two Votes Over Withdrawn Dolan

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains – Fanwood Board of
Education members and school ad-
ministrators celebrated Tuesday night
the success of the 2004-2005 school
budget. The $555,338,242 tax levy
passed by 423 votes, versus last year’s
passing by 218 votes. This will result
in a 7.5 percent tax increase for Scotch
Plains households and a 5.1 percent
increase for Fanwoodians.

After all the informal votes were
tallied at approximately 9:30 p.m.,
the count stood at 1,576 yes votes
and 1,153 no votes for the budget.
Speaking to a crowd assembled at
Evergreen Elementary School, Su-

perintendent Dr. Carol Choye said,
“Thank you to Tony Del Sordi (Busi-
ness Administrator and Board Secre-
tary) for putting the budget together.
Thanks to the Board of Education for
supporting the budget. The PTO (Par-
ent Teacher Organization) should
take a bow. To the principals, thank
you for all you’ve done. And to the
athletic director, thank you for all
our winning teams.”

When speaking with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Dr. Choye
said, “I’m delighted that the com-
munity understood the budget. We
have a wonderful community. I am
glad they knew that we were mak-
ing a fiscally responsible budget

presentation.”
She went on to speak of those who

supported the budget stating, “I want
to thank the Board of Education be-
cause they understood the budget
and they made presentations to staff
and new parents at every school. I
thank the PTA for getting the word
out.”

Also up for grabs on Tuesday were
three positions on the Board of Edu-
cation. Council President Lance Por-
ter and board member Craig Nowlin
will continue in their positions on the
board. The unofficial vote tallies
showed that Rob O’Connor, a write-
in candidate, received only two votes
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SP Committee Plans
Memorial Day Parade

SCOTCH PLAINS – Memorial
Day pays tribute to American mili-
tary personnel of all wars who made
the ultimate sacrifice by giving their
lives in service to their country.
The plans for the 2004 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day
Parade are now under way. This
year’s Parade will be held on Mon-
day, May 31.

The parade has a rich tradition of
excellent support from the people
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood. All
civic, school and community orga-
nizations are invited to participate
in the parade to honor America’s
fallen heroes.

The National World War II Me-

morial will be dedicated in Wash-
ington, D.C. over Memorial Day
weekend. In recognition of this
event, the theme for this year’s
Parade is “The Greatest Genera-
tion - A Salute to World War II
Veterans.” Trophies will be awarded
to those entries which best depict
this theme.

If you are interested in partici-
pating in the parade, please contact
Toni Rollis of the Memorial Day
Parade Committee at the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building at (908)
322-6700, Extension 314.

The committee looks forward to
the support of the community in
providing the best parade ever.

 

 

 

adequate time to grow and strengthen.
The Parks and Recreation Depart-

ment also began some automated
scheduling of fields this spring,
thanks to newly-purchased software,
and Mr. Poerio said the system
worked “extremely well” and added
that local sports organizations were
“extremely pleased” with the
system’s operations.

In addition to the ballfields, the
courses at Scotch Hills Country
Club are open. Mr. Poerio, who
took over as Recreation Director in
early 2001, said the new pro shop
was open and that a concessions
contract will be announced next
week. He also told The Times he is
looking at the possibility of devel-
oping a miniature golf course, most
likely at the southern end of Scotch
Hills’ property, at the intersection
of Plainfield Avenue and Jerusa-
lem Road.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Senior Center

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
QUACKING AROUND...A Canada goose stopped for a drink at the waterfall
in Brookside Park in Scotch Plains.

For nearly 50 years, K. Hovnanian® has been delivering 
superior quality and value and as a result, more homes 
than any other builder in the Northeast. Tens of thousands 
of families have chosen K. Hovnanian® for very important 
reasons: More home for your money. More quality and 
amenities. More fine craftsmanship. It’s more than how great K. Hovnanian® homes look, it’s how they make you
feel. People just feel more confident and more comfortable with K. Hovnanian.® In short, more at home. Is it any
wonder that K. Hovnanian® is known as the first name in lasting value?
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THE RESERVE
Going, going, gone...  The Reserve is 50% SOLD OUT!

Don’t miss your opportunity!

UNION COUNTY, NJ Scotch Plains

Money Isn’t All You’re Saving

All prices are base prices and subject to availability. Priced by location. Prices subject to change without notice. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U. S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout 
the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

Find your new home at

CALL ONE OF OUR SALES CENTERS OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DIRECTIONS TO ALL OF OUR COMMUNITIES. OPEN 10 TO 6 DAILY. 
MORTGAGE FINANCING PROVIDED BY K. HOVNANIAN® AMERICAN MORTGAGE, LLC. K. HOVNANIAN® IS A BUILDER OF FINE HOMES IN NEW JERSEY, PENNSYLVANIA, TEXAS, 

NEW YORK, WASHINGTON D.C., MARYLAND, VIRGINIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, NORTH CAROLINA, OHIO, WEST VIRGINIA, ARIZONA, FLORIDA & CALIFORNIA

DO YOU OWN LAND? Talk to K. Hovnanian® about development possibilities. Call (888) KHOV-HOME

khov.com®
Find your new home at

khov.com®
Find your new home at

BEST HOME SITES NOW OPEN!
The Reserve is an intimate community of 100 townhomes presented by 
K. Hovnanian® at Scotch Plains, Inc., ranging in size from approximately 
1,800 to over 2,000 square feet. These wonderfully crafted homes feature 
2 - 3 bedrooms, 21⁄2 bathrooms and a one-car garage. Located in desirable 
Scotch Plains, The Reserve is nestled between Watchung and Westfield. 
The Watchung Reservation, with its woods, lakes, streams, meadows and trails, 
are just steps from your back door. The Reserve offers residents easy access to
major highways and mass transit and convenient commuting to New York City.
Historical sites, golf courses and other recreational facilities are all within 2 miles.
Scotch Plains features an excellent school system as well as quality shopping, 
dining and entertainment. 

Magnificent townhomes in beautiful 
Scotch Plains from the upper $300’s  

(908) 490-1421

Artist’s rendering.

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com
524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

...Don’t Wait!!

Impatient?

Wow, over 80 degrees this week... If you 
haven’t started thinking about the garden, 
now is the time.

For those that like to get an early 
start, and save quite a bit of $$$  we are 
having our Impatiens Sale this Saturday 
and Sunday. 

Over 2 truck loads of Impatiens will be 
here available for only $9.99 flat.

We will be opening our doors early on 
Saturday for those that want to get a 
really early start. (7am).

 Remember there is still a slight chance 
of Frost, so protect them if you hear of 
frost warnings on the news.

Wow, over 80 degrees this week... If you 
haven’t started thinking about the garden, 
now is the time.

For those that like to get an early 
start, and save quite a bit of $$$  we are 
having our Impatiens Sale this Saturday 
and Sunday. 

Over 2 truck loads of Impatiens will be 
here available for only $9.99 flat.

We will be opening our doors early on 
Saturday for those that want to get a 
really early start. (7am).

 Remember there is still a slight chance 
of Frost, so protect them if you hear of 
frost warnings on the news.

He’s Back!
Big Ed Williams
checking to see

if David’s late to work.

Quick Gift
Solution

Impatiens
Sale!!!

$9.99 flat!!!

Limit 5 flats per customer • While Supplies Last 
Reg $15.99 flat of 24 plants

Limit 5 flats per customer • While Supplies Last 
Reg $15.99 flat of 24 plants

Two Days Only
April 24th & 25th
Two Days Only
April 24th & 25th

Special Sale Hours
Sat 7am-7pm Sun 9am-6pm
Special Sale Hours
Sat 7am-7pm Sun 9am-6pm

Before hearing the instructional
update about the technological ad-
vancements, the board bid an offi-
cial farewell to board member Pat
Hoynes-O’Connor who sat for her
last meeting after serving three
years on the board. All of the board
members had thoughtful com-
ments for the Fanwood represen-
tative, and especially emphasized
her continued work in curriculum
for all students and her support of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in the Gar-
den State Coalition that strives for
quality education in New Jersey.

In business matters, the board
members moved to increase the
pay of poll workers for the school
elections to $8.06 per hour from
$7.49 per hour, which the workers
have received for the past several
years.

The board reached this decision
after much debate among mem-
bers, and after receiving a letter
from Dennis Kobitz of the Union
County Board of Elections. Mr.
Kobitz addressed the board at the
previous meeting, and encouraged
the board to raise the wages since
Scotch Plains-Fanwood was one
of two districts in Union County
that paid under ten dollars.

Increasing the pay to $10 per
hour would cost the board an addi-
tional $1,200 to $1,500 dollars in
an already tight budget. In the
end, the board agreed on raising
the pay to $8.08, the amount that

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Board of Education
Approves Tech. Plan

Cranford was said to pay their
worker s , so Scotch Plains-
Fanwood would not be the lowest
paying district in Union County.

In other matters, the board
moved to accept the donation of
six Vogel buses to be used to trans-
port high school seniors to Project
Graduation 2004, as well as pay
each driver $75 for the evening.

The board also proclaimed the
week of May 2 through May 8,
Teacher Appreciation Week to rec-
ognize the outstanding teachers in
the district.

The board will hold its Annual
Organization meeting on Thurs-
day, April 29.

subcommittee of the shared services
committee composed of representa-
tives from Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and their joint board of education.
The cost of the $3,000 stipend to be
paid to the holder of the newly-cre-
ated position will be split between
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Parking
Restrictions

            Benjamin B. Corbin  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TROOP PREPARATION…Congressman Mike Ferguson meets the soldiers of
the National Guard to thank them at the Westfield Armory last Saturday as they
organize for further assignment in defending our country.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14
David Kervick, 57, of Westfield

was arrested in the 900 block of South
Avenue, West, and charged with pos-
session of suspected cocaine and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia.

Responding to a report of a distur-
bance, police found Kervick outside
and were told by him that a robbery
was underway in his apartment.

A search of the premises uncov-
ered the suspected cocaine and para-
phernalia, authorities said. Kervick
was released on his own recogni-
zance.

THURSDAY, APRIL 15
A Cranford resident reported that

her pocketbook was stolen after it
was left unattended at a North Av-
enue store.

MONDAY, APRIL 19
A Marion Avenue resident re-

ported that an unidentified person
had obtained some form of his
identification and acquired a credit
card for a store that was not autho-
rized by the account holder.

Charisse Jones, 34, of Plainfield
was arrested and charged with dis-
orderly conduct after reportedly
creating a disturbance aboard a NJ
Transit bus at Prospect and East
Broad Streets. Jones, who alleg-
edly became combative with po-
lice officers at the scene, was re-
leased on her own recognizance.

TUESDAY, APRIL 20
As the result of a motor vehicle stop

for speeding on Springfield Avenue,
Sean Foy, 19, of Fanwood was ar-
rested and charged with possession of
a prohibited weapon, which police
identified as a switchblade. He was
released on his own recognizance.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

FRIDAY, APRIL 16
Anika Whatley, 20, of Plainfield, and

Tarley Hobbs, 18, of Plainfield were
arrested and taken into custody along
with a juvenile for possession of a stolen
vehicle. Patrolman J. Brown made a
motor vehicle stop on the 1999 Chevy
Malibu and determined that the vehicle
was reported stolen from Plainfield. The
two adults were processed and released
on a summons and the juvenile was
turned over to the parent.

SATURDAY, APRIL 17
A Frank Street resident reported re-

ceiving harassing telephone calls. The
caller complained about the victim’s
dog being outside.

The Shackamaxon Country Club re-
ported that sometime between Friday,
April 16, at 2:30 p.m. and Saturday,
April 17, at 5:30 a.m., someone removed
a 2000 Jacobson Hauler 1110. The golf
cart was valued at $6,000.

more than Seamus Dolan, who had
withdrawn from the race.

In attendance at the evening’s gath-
ering was Assistant Superintendent
Dr. Margaret Hayes, Board of Edu-
cation Director of Special Services
Tom Beese, Board of Education Di-
rector of Human Services Randall
Cantor, Board President Lance Por-
ter, Board Vice President Linda
Nelson, and several principals, in-
cluding those from Coles, Brunner,
Evergreen and McGinn Elementary
Schools and Terrill Middle School.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bd. of Edu.
Elections
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