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The Needs of Today’s Society:
American Red Cross, WF/MS

Scotch Plains SID Opponents
Should Review Merits of Proposal
It was seven weeks ago that the Special Improve-

ment District (SID) steering committee in Scotch
Plains voted to recommend that the Township Coun-
cil create a SID as a way of reviving the downtown
business district. In five weeks, the council will
likely hold a public hearing on the SID question —
a hearing that is shaping up to be as contentious as
the public sessions two years ago on the underage
drinking ordinance proposal and the 1999 township
budget and property tax levy.

Opponents of the SID are presently circulating a
petition in hopes of collecting enough signatures to
convince the council to vote down the SID ordinance
that is scheduled to be introduced on May 11 and
voted on after the May 25 public hearing.

We’ve previously expressed our support of the
SID concept, feeling that it is the logical next step for
reviving downtown Scotch Plains, which is facing
fierce competition from nearby malls, mega-retail-
ers and neighboring downtowns like Westfield, Sum-
mit and Cranford, all of which have benefited by
setting up their own SIDs in recent years.

Between now and the May 25 public hearing, we’d
like to see proponents and opponents discuss with
each other the benefits of a SID and the concerns
being raised by a new assessment that will be
imposed on property owners. The 10 members of the
SID steering committee need to make themselves
available to those in opposition so that questions can
be answered, misconceptions cleared up and, hope-
fully, opposition softened if not eliminated. Com-
mittee members, who spent six months crafting the
proposal, should consider this last-minute lobbying
as the final assignment of their long effort.

And SID opponents owe it to themselves and their
fellow downtown property and business owners to
take the time in the coming weeks to fully educate
themselves about the SID by seeking out propo-
nents, including steering committee members. It
serves no purpose for opponents to resist something
without first finding out as much as they can about
it and without first hearing from those on both sides
of the issue.

Some of the concerns voiced by opponents are
valid and deserve to be aired. They rightly want to
know that there will be tangible benefits resulting
from whatever assessments they will pay. They want
to know what downtown Scotch Plains will look
like. Property owners worry about passing on the
costs of new assessments to tenants, who may choose
to vacate rather than pay. But simple pessimism
about its chances for success does not seem to be a
valid reason to oppose creation of a SID.

More than 60 SIDs have been set up in New Jersey
and all of them are still going strong. What makes
one believe that Scotch Plains’ SID will be the first
one in New Jersey to fail? We hope those on both
sides of the SID issue will talk not about each other,
but with one another in the weeks before the public
hearing in late May.

After years of half-steps and false starts on the
question of downtown revitalization, the Special
Improvement District option is the strongest move
yet considered and, importantly, would put much of
the power to determine the future of downtown
Scotch Plains where it belongs — in the hands of
property and business owners. The issue deserves to
be fully discussed.

Traffic Is Already Bad in Westfield,
Parking Decks Will Make it Worse

How Can Temple Condone
Same Sex Marriages?

The liberals are at it again. Since
disarming our law enforcement agen-
cies and turning our courts into a circus,
the latest siege is same sex marriages. I
was shocked to learn the Westfield
temple Emanu-El synagogue embraced
a same sex marriages event. I find it
insulting here this same synagogue put
barricades up because of some kind of
terrorist attack, but this event was met
with open arms. Where were the barri-
cades? I find reprehensible that a reli-
gious congregation would accept this
sort of promotion. Mayor Jason West,
“a socialist” most likely, of New Paltz
N.Y, like many single digit elected of-
ficials, advocate to declare war on reli-
gious beliefs and family values. It is a
disgrace to all denominations. If this
same sex marriage matures into law,
the ripple effect upon our national health
care and social security systems will be
devastating. This latest Democratic
agenda is a new low, and a slap in the
face to all faiths.

Kevin Retcho
Linden

United Fund Director
Thanks Volunteers

The spirit of volunteering is the heart
of the United Fund of Westfield. This is
Nation Volunteer Week, a week when
America makes a special effort to recog-
nize the contribution of hundreds of thou-
sands of volunteers.

At the United Fund, we don’t need a
special week because volunteers are the
heart of the United Fund everyday.

When the United Fund reaches out,
volunteers help do the stretching. The
volunteers and non-profit agencies of
the United Fund work hard to make your
generosity felt through our entire com-
munity.

So, to our volunteers, we say thank
you for every person you have touched.
Thank you for your time, our talents and
your treasures! People often say,
“Westfield is different.” One of the pri-
mary ways in which we are different is
the level of caring and involvement of
our fellow Westfielders.

So, a thousand times, thank you!

Linda Maggio
Executive Diretor

The United Fund of Westfield

As a resident of Westfield and a phy-
sician with an office in town, I share the
concerns of many Westfield citizens re-
garding the ambitious development plans
for our town. I have made my own
informal analysis of the effect of these
plans on downtown Westfield and have
concluded that this entire project is a
giant mistake. It will make traffic un-
bearable. And everything I have read
about this project indicates that the fi-
nancial benefit to the community at large
will be negligible.

As everyone in town knows, the Moun-
tain/Broad intersection is already be-
yond capacity and frequently causes frus-
trated drivers to behave in an unsafe
manner (our family car was the “benefi-
ciary” of a fender bender caused by an
impatient truck driver at that intersec-
tion). On a typical day, in the mid-
afternoon, Broad Street can be jammed
along its full length and it can require
multiple cycles to pass through the Broad/
Elm intersection. This is similarly true
at the Central/North intersection. The
parking turnover rate in the downtown
area is high and would be so for any
parking spots added for the purpose of
shopping. Furthermore, controlled entry
parking lots can be frustratingly slow to
enter and exit. My own office is on South
Avenue. Sometimes it can take a ridicu-

lous amount of time just to pull out of our
driveway on to South Avenue, particu-
larly if it requires crossing one of the
lanes of traffic. And this can occur re-
gardless of whether it is rush hour or not.

If the “experts” have concluded that
the development project will have no
effect on traffic then I have a “a bridge to
sell them.” The whole purpose of devel-
opment is to increase traffic! It’s analo-
gous to the addition of interstate spurs -
They are often built with the rationale
that they are needed to handle an exist-
ing need for commuters. However, their
result, invariably, is to spur new devel-
opment until the new roads are saturated
to the same degree as the old roads.

The mayor and most of the town coun-
cil members may not share my opinion,
but MANY Westfielders do. A project
of this scope will change the fundamen-
tal character of our town and should
clearly be placed before the voters in the
form of a referendum before being un-
dertaken. Avoidance of a referendum
strikes me as an obvious attempt to
bypass the citizens of this community
and to serve the interests of a small
group of individuals who will benefit
financially from the project.

Lloyd Marks, MD
Westfield

The Westfield Community Center
Then and Now, A Resident Recalls

“When eggs are flying and children
crying, breakfast at Steve’s.” Who
doesn’t remember that little Diner on
North Avenue which became a land-
mark. How many times I entered and left
with a gift certificate to benefit the
Westfield Community Center after tast-
ing the most terrific soup in town. Also
making donations were merchants like
Kohn Jewelers, practically next door,
Raymonds up the street, My Lady’s,
Austers, Elm 55, my special friend at the
time, the Flower Basket, and Ferraro’s,
still at the same location. All had an open
door and an open heart. Westfield is a
generous community and all responded
to my fund raising efforts for the Center,
including Bovella’s, the best bakery in
town, which donated birthday cakes, as
well as Hill’s ice cream shop.

Times change, merchants moved, and
Downtown Westfield became a differ-
ent face, and the Diner was shipped to
Germany - what nostalgia.

Now there is good news for Westfield
and the Westfield Community Center. A
new executive director, Thelma May
Smith, walked in with a Masters in Pub-
lic Administration to manage the Com-
munity Center and Westfield’s senior
recreation and health programs. After

more than ten years of absence, she is
sweeping the Center (stale air out, and
fresh air in); she has always been known
for her devotion towards “Her Seniors”,
as Thelma calls them. The children’s
program is still intact with its after school
activities and hot dinners, as well as Day
Camp in the summer.

Our Lanston Booth, in charge of main-
tenance, also drives the seniors and chil-
dren to and from the center. He is cel-
ebrating has 30th anniversary with the
Community Center. He is a man of de-
pendability and the highest degree of
integrity. Congratulations Langston! You
are very much loved by all!

I remember a time in the past when
Thelma came to my rescue and helped
save my leg, when I could not afford to
pay a doctor. Now I am back at the center
after years of private nursing and child
care. I am now involved in an exercise
program and diverse art projects with
our new, very talented coordinator,
Rosalyn Johnson.

Thank you Thelma for giving me
myself back. Everyone is welcome at the
Westfield Community Center; “Come
Aboard”!

Sasha Schwarz
Westfield

Parking Shortage
Needs to be Fixed

Thank you once again for your contin-
ued diligence in persevering towards a
solution for the thoroughly documented
town wide parking shortage. We need to
fill today’s needs to secure Westfield’s
future.

Daily I am asked by fellow residents
about what I hear is going on regarding
the parking problem. These are all resi-
dents, like myself, who desire to see
Westfield move forward in determining
and moving on a parking solution. We
all care about Westfield. People are be-
hind you and the good work we all
depend on you having the courage to do.

Debby Burslem
Westfield

Westfielder Disappointed
Over Temple Lawsuit

I was disappointed to read recently that
the Temple Emanu-El, unhappy at having
been turned down in a recent planning
application to expand its parking lot, has
filed suit with the Superior Court of New
Jersey. In effect, they are suing all the
residents of Westfield, since the cost of
defending the lawsuit will need to be
funded out of the town’s operating bud-
get, and consequently through our prop-
erty taxes. Nice neighbors.

Simon Lack
Westfield

WF Businessman Urges Council
To Build Decks and Developments

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
the Westfield Mayor and Council and
copied to The Westfield Leader.

Your continued diligence in working
to resolve our parking space shortage
and to create a new and better manage-
ment system is greatly appreciated. The
solution is in the redevelopment meth-
odology and plan that you are attempting
to negotiate with the developer, your
partner.

Please get past the history of incre-
mental partial solutions, and put forward
the robust and proper set of details that
will effectively address the parking short-
age, and fortify both South Avenue and
the lot between Elm and Prospect on the
Northside, with both parking and revi-
talized retail/residential development.

The parking shortage has been docu-
mented by professionals multiple times.
We have paid a million dollars over the
last six years to establish this compre-
hensive holistic strategy. We need to
resolve the needs of today in order to
secure Westfield’s future. It is always
better to plan your development, than to
be responding to it. This is a unique
opportunity to do just that.

Daily, I am asked by fellow residents
about what is going on regarding the
parking problem. I hear their utter frus-
tration and pain with the current status
quo. These are all residents, like myself,
who desire to see Westfield move for-
ward in implementing the redevelop-
ment plan to obtain a parking solution

and more robust community. We all
want to improve our community and
care about Westfield’s future.

The people are behind you and the
good work. We all count on the council
having the courage to implement by
moving forward with the redevelopment
of the two deck plan. Don’t fail us now
when we are so close to moving Westfield
forward. Parking improvements improve
our community! You can improve
Westfield for decades to come! It is an
opportunity we can’t afford to miss.

Joseph Spector
Westfield

WF Parking Problems
Should Be Handled
In the Simplest Way

We have been residents of Westfield
for more than forty years, and I com-
muted to New York for thirty of those
years via the old Jersey Central and now
New Jersey Transit. Thus, we have very
sympathetic feelings toward commuters
and the difficulties faced by them in
obtaining adequate parking facilities at
the Westfield train station, and strongly
believe that they need to be expanded.

However, we believe that the pro-
posed solution in the form of residential
condominiums and retail stores is not
the correct one. This conclusion is based
on reading about the plan and discus-
sions with other residents. The struc-
tures themselves are too large, the traffic
problems that will be created too signifi-
cant, and the impact on taxes and the
schools unknown.

We believe that fitting the solution to
the problem in the simplest way is what
should be done. A second level on most,
if not all, of the parking area, presents
this most simple solution. It would keep
the height of the structure as low as
possible, would be open to daylight on
all sides, thus reducing the possible prob-
lems with safety, and would put the cost
on the commuter where it belongs,

I understand that this solution may
result in higher parking costs to com-
muters. As a former commuter, I would
accept this and pay my own way. I
believe that others would also.

Milt and Bette Kupfer
Westfield

Store Owners Should Post Whether
They Are Pro or Anti Deck in Windows

I find it very upsetting that the
storeowners in town are supporting the
“Redevelopment” fiasco. The residents
of Westfield are the people that have
kept them in business. If I’m reading this
situation correctly, the storeowners hope
that more parking will bring more people
into town. Where are these people com-
ing from anyway? How many people do
they think will come into Westfield to
shop that don’t already shop there? How
are the people in the surrounding towns
going to know these stores are there?
There’s that “build it and they will come”
mentality again.

I think the storeowners supporting the
“garages” should go on record and hang
a sign in their store windows indicating
if they are for or against the redevelop-
ment. Also the town where they live. If
they don’t live in Westfield their taxes
will not skyrocket like ours will once
this fiasco is realized. I know a few

shops in town already are fighting to
have the garages erected.

With the knowledge of what side the
shop owner is on, I can make a decision
as to whether I want to shop in those
stores. I have been buying my casual
clothes and running shoes in town for
decades. That was then and this is now.
I will not shop in that store again. That
store will not even know I am boycotting
their establishment. They are too busy
rallying the troops for the “garages”.

Instead of offering good customer ser-
vice in their store they are exhibiting
renderings of “Westfield of the Future.”
I offer this as a suggestion to the people
who are passionate about stopping this
very dangerous development…Stop sup-
porting the stores that are not supporting
the residents of Westfield.

Richard Dobra
Westfield

This continues a series of articles
featuring the 22 community service
agencies that are part of the United
Fund of Westfield. These 22 agencies
reflect the needs of today’s society.
Those who seek help are provided with
people-oriented services that are par-
tially funded through contributions to
the United Fund of Westfield.

* * * * * * *
When you think about the Red Cross,

visions of 24-hour, worldwide disaster
aid come to mind. What you might not
realize is the effect that the American
Red Cross has right in our own town.
Besides offering many programs and
safety information to the public, there
are three specific programs that exist
thanks to financial support from the
United Fund of Westfield:

Senior Transportation – Since 1999,
“Motor Works” has provided transpor-
tation for senior citizens in Westfield
who are unable to drive or are without
their own means of transportation. The
bus is available Monday through Fri-
day to take seniors to medical or pro-
fessional appointments or to Overlook
Hospital.

Edythe Jones of Westfield said, “Un-
less you are a senior who does not
drive, you cannot appreciate what this
transportation means to us.”

Babysitters Training Course – For
more than 30 years, the American Red
Cross Westfield/Mountainside Chap-
ter has offered a Babysitters Training
Course to prepare teens for this respon-
sibility. The course is offered twice a
month for 11- to 15-year-olds. Director
of Health and Safety Linda Johnson
instructs more than 200 pre-teens and
teens a year.

“I just ran a class during spring break
to accommodate their schedule,” stated
Ms. Johnson. “They take it very seri-

ously. The course teaches a lot of safety
tips and how to be professional and
responsible.”

A mother of four in Westfield, Mrs.
Jennings, has sent her two sons to the
course. “One of the reasons I like this
course is that the kids come away with
the knowledge of how to handle emer-
gencies. This has been helpful to my
children not only while they are
babysitting, but for when they are home
alone,” noted Mrs. Jennings.

Handyman Program — Of great help
to senior citizens in Westfield is the
American Red Cross Handyman Pro-
gram, also supported by the United
Fund of Westfield.

The Handyman Program offers as-
sistance to seniors in performing simple
tasks around their homes. One senior
citizen described the program as “a
real bonus…so comforting to let some-
one you can trust come into your home
to perform a small repair job or do yard
work.”

She added, “If it were not for their
great help, many seniors, myself in-
cluded, would be forced to sell their
homes due to the frustrations. We are
very fortunate to have this Westfield/
Mountainside chapter in our town.”

The American Red Cross Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter is one of 22
agencies supported by the United Fund
of Westfield. For more information
about how to support these local ser-
vice organizations, please call Linda
Maggio, Executive Director of the
United Fund of Westfield, at (908) 233-
2113.

For information about the services
provided by the American Red Cross
Westfield/Mountainside Chapter,
please call (908) 232-7090 or visit its
new website at www.westfieldmtside-
redcross.org.

Restrictions Around
WHS Are Unfair

How is it fair to restrict WHS parking
on one street only to force cars onto
another? What is the logic? One side of
Edgar Road and Lynnwood Place should
be reopened to student parking. Last
year, when restrictions went into effect
on Edgar and Lynnwood, all it accom-
plished was to force cars onto Dorian
Place.

How is that fair?

Mike Nemeth
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Radeau – A raft
2. Davit – A boat hoist used for raising

and lowering smaller boats
3. Tarve – To bend or turn
4. Abaddon – Angel of the bottomless

pit

CTENIDIUM
1. Respiratory organ of a mollusk
2. A thousand of anything
3. A Roman mineral bath
4. A horsefly

ADMINICLE
1. To ridicule
2. To force or drive out; expel
3. Help; support
4. Enslave or imprison

CONCULCATE
1. To mix or jumble
2. To waver or sway
3. To chill or harden
4. To trample under foot

BANIAN
1. A Hindu trader or merchant
2. A heavy barge used for freight
3. A bold, boisterous girl; a tomboy
4. A cavern or large cave

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm
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