
           EdCooney  for The Westfield Leader
GROUP GATHERING...Members of the Westfield Board of Education and
Superintendent of Schools Dr. William Foley, back right, gather at the home of
Anne Riegel, second row right, to hear the election results Tuesday night. The
budget passed by 285 votes.

OUR 114th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 33-114 SIXTY CENTS (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, April 22, 2004USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Westfield, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since 1890

www.goleader.com

Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Community ... 6-7

Obituary ........ 8
Education ...... 9
Sports ............ 11-15

Real Estate .... 11-17
Classifieds...... 18
A&E............... 19-20

            Horace Corbin  for The Westfield Leader
THE TOWN ON PARADE…More than 2,000 Westfielders are pictured on parade last Saturday morning to inaugurate
the start of the Westfield Youth Baseball season. Led by the mayor, fire trucks, police motorcycle escort and the rescue
squad, kids, parents and wellwishers marched from Mindowaskin Park to Gumpert Park to play ball. Family pets were
also on hand during the idyllic spring morning. Parade organizers Lisa Riggs and Maureen Gozdieski were delighted at
the turnout for the first annual event.

            Benjamin B. Corbin  for The Westfield Leader
TROOP PREPARATION…Congressman Mike Ferguson meets the soldiers of
the National Guard to thank them at the Westfield Armory last Saturday as they
organize for further assignment in defending their country.

DWC to Give Façade Grants
To Three Area Businesses

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) held its monthly meet-
ing Monday night at its offices at 105
Elm Street. The DWC, responsible
for promoting Westfield businesses
and revitalizing the downtown, has
an annual budget of approximately
$377,000. To date, the corporation
has spent $52,000. This amount is
“typical given the seasonality of
events,” said DWC Executive Direc-
tor Sherry Cronin.

Downtown sidewalk renovation
was discussed, with the board deter-
mining it will need to outline how it
will handle the process. The DWC
has requested that the sidewalks
downtown be converted to paver-
style brick in accordance with a side-
walk ordinance that has already been

adopted by many surrounding towns.
The DWC will have to decide how it
will handle the tenant at One Elm
Street who would like to start the
project.

“I don’t know how we will mix and
match,” said Alan DeRose. “But we
need to come up with a plan.”

The DWC will be viewing design
options presented by E. P. Henry, a
100-year-old company specializing
in that type of design, and will decide
which direction it will take from
there.

Grants to Golden Age Instruments,
a new South Avenue instrument busi-
ness, and Fast Frame, a new Quimby
Street one-hour photo shop, were
approved in the amounts of  $150 and
$1,700, respectively. The businesses
will use the money to improve the
façades of their businesses through
signage and an awning following
suggestions made by the DWC. An-
other Quimby Street business, Island
Trading Company, will most likely

receive a grant when the DWC re-
ceives information on what its façade
renovations will cost. The maximum
individual grant is $2,000. The façade
renovations made by Island Trading
Company and Fast Frame, both lo-
cated on the Robert Treat side of
Quimby Street, will be a way of
“Unifying the buildings…and help
that side of the block,” Mrs. Cronin
said.

A kiosk has also been ordered for
Rialto Park, located along side the
movie theatre on Central Avenue and
should be installed in the near future.
The Westfield YMCA was a major
contributor in the design and produc-
tion of the kiosk.

An Addams Family weekend is being
planned to honor the fact that a Westfield
home was used as inspiration in the
popular Addams Family series. The event
will be held Halloween weekend in Oc-
tober. Other activities such as the Me-
morial Pool Haunted House, the Elm
Street Parade and the Westfield High

MS BOE Budget Passes
By 154 Vote Margin

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In an unofficial tally of the votes
for the Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation race, Carmine Venes came
out on top, pulling in 449 votes.
Incumbent Ray Haggar brought in
423 votes, and Gene Nagel claimed
429 votes. Candidate Michael
Melango missed getting a seat on
the board, pulling in only 357 votes.

The school budget of approxi-

mately $11 million passed, with
425 residents voting in favor. The
borough, claiming 4,600 registered
voters, had only 271 voters come
out against the budget.

The next meeting of the school
board is Tuesday, April 27, at 8
p.m. in the Media Center at
Deerfield School. The newly-
elected candidates will be sworn
in and will begin their three-year
terms on the board.

Residents On Both Sides of
Deck Issue Voice Opinions

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Parking talk on Tuesday night at
Town Hall overshadowed approval
of the $29.97 million municipal bud-
get. At times the meeting got heated
enough to prompt Town Clerk Ber-
nard Heeney to ask a police officer to
stand in the council chambers.

The budget was approved, with
Third Ward Councilman Andrew
Skibitsky being the only dissenting
vote. The total budget is up 7.1 per-
cent over last year, but will raise the
municipal portion of  property taxes
nearly 14 percent.

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Gregory McDermott announced that
the council
had met
with its re-
d e v e l o p -
ment attor-
ney and that
they will be
meeting with developer Robert
Powell to ask for less residences and
more retail on South Avenue. He said
that more retail on South Avenue
would bring revitalization to that
area. He said they are also bringing
concerns of height, density, traffic
and finances to the table.

Residents, business owners, down-
town property owners and out-of-
town shoppers all turned out at the
meeting to speak both for and against
the projects.

Morgan O’Brien submitted a com-
plete financial analysis of the rede-
velopment projects to the council
and said he would meet with them to
offer his expertise in the area. He
said that in his opinion, “in no way

do (these projects) support them-
selves on an ongoing basis.”

“A lot of things are at risk if noth-
ing is done,” said Jay Troutman, who
served on the
m a y o r ’ s
Parking Ad-
visory Com-
mittee. He
said that it is
the town’s re-
sponsibility
to fix the
parking prob-
lem.

Murray Perch, who runs the news
stand at the South Avenue train sta-

tion, said that until
September 11,
2001, a parking
deck was needed,
but now, “even on
the rainiest days
there’s parking.”

James Abate dis-
played photos of the South Avenue
and Watterson Street parking lots
with empty spaces. He asked the
council to “first demonstrate that
you can fill these lots.”

Mr. Abate got up to speak again
later in the meeting, but Mayor
McDermott stopped him because
there were many people wanting to

speak. Mr. Abate continued to speak
and Town Attorney Robert Cockren
got to his feet and declared Mr. Abate
“out of order.”

Jim Baker said
that the lots
should be further
oversold and that
more enforce-
ment is needed to
stop meter feed-
ing.

R i c h a r d
Fromkin, the owner

of Westfield Interiors on South Avenue,
said that South Avenue is in need of
revitalization. He said that retail and
parking are needed on South Avenue.

Allen Solomon said that by de-
creasing the size of the currently
proposed decks, the net increase in
parking spaces is lessened, defeating
the purpose of the project. He said he
believes all other means to solve the
problem should be exhausted, in-
cluding moving employees out of
the downtown area. He said the coun-
cil needs to listen to what the resi-
dents want. “If they have the wisdom
to elect you, you should have the
wisdom to listen to them,” he stated.

Scott Evans, a former Westfield
resident and planning board mem-

Ward Applies for Retail
Project on Prospect St.

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Although James Ward’s proposal  to
build a 35-unit luxury apartment com-
plex for those age 55 and older at the
site of the former Statistical Research
headquarters on Prospect Street is not
off the table, he will appear before the
planning board on Monday, May 3,
with an application to build 12,000
square feet of retail with two floors of
apartments above on the site.

In July of 2003, Mr. Ward began
presenting his condominium plans to
residents and quickly gained support.
He then approached the town council
for a change in the zoning, as the prop-
erty is currently zoned for retail use.

Mr. Ward has met with the council
on several occasions and has brought
his planner and attorney to the meet-
ings. He said that at this time, he
believes the council has “made their
decision by indecision.”

“I gave it my best shot with the
council,” Mr. Ward said.

He said that it is costing him and

his partners $170,000 a year to keep
the building vacant and told The
Westfield Leader he has viable ten-
ants who want to take the space.

“I always had a plan B,” Mr. Ward
told The Leader. The application he
is submitting is an “as of right” project
and requires no variances.

At Tuesday night’s council meeting,
Nelson Place resident Sharon Stockwell
asked the mayor and council for sup-
port of the condo project. She said that
besides the neighbors wanting the
condo project over the retail, the con-
dos would bring a substantially larger
tax income to the town.

Mayor Gregory McDermott re-
sponded that Mr. Ward is currently
asking to build the condos taller than
town ordinance allows. He also said
there is concern with the amount of
development in that area, as the pro-
posed parking deck would have con-
dos facing on Prospect Street.

He said that the item is on the
council’s agenda for its conference
session next week.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield School Board Budget
Passes by Narrow Margin
By ED COONEY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield residents voted to pass
the school board’s 2004-2005 spend-
ing plan by a slim margin of 285
votes on Tuesday.

The budget, which came under
fire for including the purchase of 150
brand-new laptop computers for
teachers at Westfield High School,
received 1,287 votes in favor and
1,002 votes against. The budget did
not pass in all of Westfield’s voting
districts, but received enough total
votes to pass.  Board President Arlene
Gardner attributed the slim margin
to “low turnout.”

“There weren’t any really contro-
versial issues this year,” she said.
Ms. Gardner went on to note that

historically, voter turnout for school
elections is lower in years that the
members of the school board run
uncontested.

 The approved budget represents a
6 percent increase over the 2003-
2004 budget.  The tax levy is $3.55
per $100 on the assessed value of
one’s home. “It was really a very
reasonable budget,” said Ms. Gardner.

 Additionally, the public had the
opportunity to voice its support for
the Westfield Board of Education by
voting for three incumbent candi-
dates running unopposed. Board
member Richard Solomon received
the most votes, with 1,532, followed
by Julia Walker, with 1,526 votes,
and Virginia “Ginny” Leiz, with
1,488 votes. Each received a new

three-year term on the board.
 The board’s next public meeting

will take place on Tuesday, April
27. At that time, the board will
select a president and a vice presi-
dent to serve during the 2004-2005
school year.

“If you don’t get the parking it’ll
be lights out for downtown
Westfield.” - Downtown  property
owner Gary Goodman.

“We don’t want a little Jersey
City.” - Resident Mike Alfonso.

MS Council Questioned on
Taxes, Community Center

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

An introduction of the 2004 mu-
nicipal budget took place on Tues-
day evening as the Mountainside
Council met for its monthly meeting
in front of a larger than usual crowd.

Mayor Robert Viglianti addressed
the audience noting the municipal
portion of the budget “will be going
up 4.2 points.” He stated that be-
cause of state mandated budget in-
creases and loss of revenues from
low interest rates, the municipal por-
tion of the tax bill will translate into
an average increase of $70 per home
being assessed at $150,000.

The mayor stated that the munici-
pal budget contained an increase of
$32,288.80 for a Police and Firemen’s
Retirement Fund that was formerly
taken care of by the state. It has now
been mandated back to each munici-
pality for funding. He also reported
that the state has mandated that
Mountainside give the sum of
$49,000 to its library.

In addition, the mayor noted that
the borough’s contract for recycling,
“which is also state mandated,” has
expired and that Mountainside has
only received one bid at an increase
of $74,000 per year.

Finally, the mayor said that there
has been a $37,390.96 loss of in-
come on investments because of the
“low interest rates.”

He concluded that these four ma-
jor points totaling nearly $200,000
translate into an increase of “a bit
over four points.”

Mayor Viglianti and members of
the borough council also passed a
resolution for a late introduction of
the entire budget due to “unforeseen
circumstances” and noted that citi-
zens of the borough were welcome to
come to the Tuesday, May 18 public
meeting, when the entire budget
would be ready.

The mayor did note that there was
an expected increase of $128 per
average assessed household for the
education portion of the tax bill along
with an increase of $88.40 from
Union County, making the total in-
crease per average assessed home in
Mountainside nearly $287.

He also stated that copies of the
Borough’s rough draft budget could
be obtained from Borough Hall.

In other business, some members

of the audience had questions for the
governing body concerning the pro-
posed new community center that
had been considered in recent months
at the site of “The Barns Track,”
which is located on Mountain Av-
enue between the 7-11 store and the
community pool. Resident Henry
Weeks, who stated that he has lived
in the borough for 48 years, asked the
governing body how was it deter-
mined that Mountainside needed a
community center.

The mayor told Mr. Weeks that the
borough was just in an “initial study
phase” of the project, noting that the
payment of $8,000 for an outside
architectural consulting service was
part of a state grant award. He also
stated that there has been an approxi-
mate total of over 25 Mountainside
community groups interested in de-
veloping the new center.

He told Mr. Weeks that the contract
for the outside agency for its architec-
tural services was set up so Mountainside
could cancel the next phase at any time
if it felt it wasn’t what the community
wanted. The mayor noted that, if the
project did get to a point where it looked

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14
David Kervick, 57, of Westfield was

arrested in the 900 block of South Av-
enue, West, and charged with posses-
sion of suspected cocaine and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia.

Responding to a report of a distur-
bance, police found Kervick outside and
were told by him that a robbery was
underway in his apartment.

A search of the premises uncovered
the suspected cocaine and parapherna-
lia, authorities said. Kervick was re-
leased on his own recognizance.

THURSDAY, APRIL 15
A Cranford resident reported that her

pocketbook was stolen after it was left
unattended at a North Avenue store.

MONDAY, APRIL 19
A Marion Avenue resident reported

that an unidentified person had obtained
some form of his identification and ac-
quired a credit card for a store that was
not authorized by the account holder.

Charisse Jones, 34, of Plainfield was
arrested and charged with disorderly
conduct after reportedly creating a dis-
turbance aboard a NJ Transit bus at
Prospect and East Broad Streets. Jones,
who allegedly became combative with
police officers at the scene, was released
on her own recognizance.

TUESDAY, APRIL 20
As the result of a motor vehicle stop

for speeding on Springfield Avenue, Sean
Foy, 19, of Fanwood was arrested and
charged with possession of a prohibited
weapon, which police identified as a
switchblade. He was released on his own
recognizance.

For nearly 50 years, K. Hovnanian® has been delivering 
superior quality and value and as a result, more homes 
than any other builder in the Northeast. Tens of thousands 
of families have chosen K. Hovnanian® for very important 
reasons: More home for your money. More quality and 
amenities. More fine craftsmanship. It’s more than how great K. Hovnanian® homes look, it’s how they make you
feel. People just feel more confident and more comfortable with K. Hovnanian.® In short, more at home. Is it any
wonder that K. Hovnanian® is known as the first name in lasting value?
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THE RESERVE
Going, going, gone...  The Reserve is 50% SOLD OUT!

Don’t miss your opportunity!

UNION COUNTY, NJ Scotch Plains

Money Isn’t All You’re Saving

All prices are base prices and subject to availability. Priced by location. Prices subject to change without notice. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U. S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout 
the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

Find your new home at

CALL ONE OF OUR SALES CENTERS OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DIRECTIONS TO ALL OF OUR COMMUNITIES. OPEN 10 TO 6 DAILY. 
MORTGAGE FINANCING PROVIDED BY K. HOVNANIAN® AMERICAN MORTGAGE, LLC. K. HOVNANIAN® IS A BUILDER OF FINE HOMES IN NEW JERSEY, PENNSYLVANIA, TEXAS, 

NEW YORK, WASHINGTON D.C., MARYLAND, VIRGINIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, NORTH CAROLINA, OHIO, WEST VIRGINIA, ARIZONA, FLORIDA & CALIFORNIA

DO YOU OWN LAND? Talk to K. Hovnanian® about development possibilities. Call (888) KHOV-HOME

khov.com®
Find your new home at

khov.com®
Find your new home at

BEST HOME SITES NOW OPEN!
The Reserve is an intimate community of 100 townhomes presented by 
K. Hovnanian® at Scotch Plains, Inc., ranging in size from approximately 
1,800 to over 2,000 square feet. These wonderfully crafted homes feature 
2 - 3 bedrooms, 21⁄2 bathrooms and a one-car garage. Located in desirable 
Scotch Plains, The Reserve is nestled between Watchung and Westfield. 
The Watchung Reservation, with its woods, lakes, streams, meadows and trails, 
are just steps from your back door. The Reserve offers residents easy access to
major highways and mass transit and convenient commuting to New York City.
Historical sites, golf courses and other recreational facilities are all within 2 miles.
Scotch Plains features an excellent school system as well as quality shopping, 
dining and entertainment. 

Magnificent townhomes in beautiful 
Scotch Plains from the upper $300’s  

(908) 490-1421

Artist’s rendering.

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com
524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

...Don’t Wait!!

Impatient?

Wow, over 80 degrees this week... If you 
haven’t started thinking about the garden, 
now is the time.

For those that like to get an early 
start, and save quite a bit of $$$  we are 
having our Impatiens Sale this Saturday 
and Sunday. 

Over 2 truck loads of Impatiens will be 
here available for only $9.99 flat.

We will be opening our doors early on 
Saturday for those that want to get a 
really early start. (7am).

 Remember there is still a slight chance 
of Frost, so protect them if you hear of 
frost warnings on the news.

Wow, over 80 degrees this week... If you 
haven’t started thinking about the garden, 
now is the time.

For those that like to get an early 
start, and save quite a bit of $$$  we are 
having our Impatiens Sale this Saturday 
and Sunday. 

Over 2 truck loads of Impatiens will be 
here available for only $9.99 flat.

We will be opening our doors early on 
Saturday for those that want to get a 
really early start. (7am).

 Remember there is still a slight chance 
of Frost, so protect them if you hear of 
frost warnings on the news.

He’s Back!
Big Ed Williams
checking to see

if David’s late to work.

Quick Gift
Solution

Impatiens
Sale!!!

$9.99 flat!!!

Limit 5 flats per customer • While Supplies Last 
Reg $15.99 flat of 24 plants

Limit 5 flats per customer • While Supplies Last 
Reg $15.99 flat of 24 plants

Two Days Only
April 24th & 25th
Two Days Only
April 24th & 25th

Special Sale Hours
Sat 7am-7pm Sun 9am-6pm
Special Sale Hours
Sat 7am-7pm Sun 9am-6pm

like it was something to proceed on, then
a public meeting would be held and
fundraising committees would be
formed.

Dick Picut also asked the mayor and
council about the community center,
inquiring about what would be contained
within the structure and asking specifi-
cally about a swimming pool. The mayor
stated that he knew there were no plans
for a swimming pool, but noted again
that the borough was just in the “initial
phase” of the project and were “being
asked for specifics that we don’t have
yet.” He did estimate, however, that the
center might contain classrooms and
meeting rooms, a gymnasium and a
physical fitness area that might or might
not be available to surrounding commu-
nities.

Adele Magnolia also addressed the
council regarding the center and stated
that she had served on the Recreation
Commission years ago, when her chil-
dren were much younger. She stated, “I
saw no need for an additional center then
and I don’t see the need for one now.”
She said that she thought the governing

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS Council Questioned on
Taxes, Community Center

body should re-consider the community
center and stated that the borough had
many churches for community functions
as well as a new school.

She also noted that the borough had
access to many local YMCA’s and the
Watchung Reservation. She concluded
by stating, “I am not convinced that the
need for the center exists, and I am not
convinced that you have community
support.”

William McNamara spoke concern-
ing the center also asking the governing
body to present a business plan to the
residents before making a decision on
the community project. He stated that he
thought in recent years the proposed
recreation center had “doubled in size”
and thought the center would “be under-
utilized.”

Finally, after Scott Schmedel also
questioned the need for the community
center, Councilman Paul Mirabelli ad-
dressed the audience, stating that there
was a public meeting held regarding the
need and desire by Mountainside resi-
dents for a community center, “The
meeting was packed with people sup-
porting the center.” He stated there
were people from all different age ranges
supporting the project noting, “we didn’t
come up with this project in a vacuum.
We were given a vast background of
support.”

He also had stated that there were
many parents within the borough who
wanted a community center for their
children to go to. He concluded by say-
ing “there are many parents who feel that
there is nowhere for the children to go to
during their free time and were express-
ing the desire for a community center.”

It had been reported back in Decem-
ber of 2003 that a Community Develop-
ment grant was awarded for the Borough
Engineer, Michael Disko, to do an engi-
neering study on a piece of land that may
be used as a future site for a new commu-
nity center. At that time, Mr. Disko
headed a preliminary study that included
a land survey and a topographical sur-
vey.

In other business, many citizens in-
cluding Linda Condrillo, who lives on
Wood Valley Road, voiced concerns
regarding speeding on her street. She
noted that many parents drive on her
street to get their kids to school and she
notices many are speeding, thus making
the road a dangerous place for children
who live there.

She stated that she has been wearing
T-shirts with 25 MPH written on them as
a “gentle reminder” for motorists who
frequent the street, but also asked the
governing body for signage and a Speed
Monitor Trailer.

Other residents such as George Tosada
and Sue Boyle, who live on Birch Hill
Road, also had safety concerns for pe-
destrians on their block as well as other
streets within the borough. They asked
for better enforcement of speed laws and
additional signage.

Henry Beckler echoed the sentiments
of others speaking before him, stating, “I
am fearful for the kids.”

Finally, Miriam Tudesko, from Deer
Path, asked about the possibility of walk-
ways for the safety of pedestrians. Coun-
cilman Keith Turner noted that Deer
Path was a county road and gave Ms.
Tudesko a contact name for her request.

Mayor Viglianti, along with Police
Chief James Debbie noted that they will
look into attaining additional signage
and stated that there will be “more en-
forcement” of speeding violations.

Finally, the governing body unani-
mously passed a second reading for Or-
dinance 170-2004, which will put a stop
sign at Woodacres Drive and Whippoor-
will Way.

The next Mountainside meeting will
be held on Tuesday, May 11 at 8 p.m.

ber, said that “if we build it and its
wrong, it’s a forever blight.” He sug-
gested that the property where CVS is on
South Avenue could be purchased for
twice what it’s worth and that would still
cost less than the proposed parking decks.

Richard Andreski said that he wel-
comes development in town. He said
that the “phenomenon of 9/11 is tempo-
rary,” and that Westfield should “build
for the future.”

Former Councilman Neil Sullivan said
he looked at the developer’s financial
models and he can’t see it as a good
financial decision to go forward with the
projects as currently proposed. He said
that the town should approach the project
by doing one deck at a time and seeing if
it works.

Saul Driddle said there is a need for
more parking and more residences in
town. He said that even if the lots are
oversold more, there will still be a need
for more parking.

“We don’t want a little Jersey City,”
said Mike Alfonso.

Helen Rentoulis, the owner of Vicki’s
Diner, said that people have trouble park-
ing and are inundated by tickets, and she
loses customers. “Something is in des-
perate need of being done,” she said.

“Unless we address these (parking)
issues the future could be negatively
effected,” said Joseph Spector,
Westfield resident and owner of the
Leader Store. He said that while the
council is trying to be fiscally conser-
vative, he feels this is “not the correct
foundation to base decisions” while
interest rates are so low.

Downtown Westfield Corporation Ex-
ecutive Director Sherry Cronin came
under fire from resident John Blake. Mr.
Blake said that he doesn’t feel a “public
employee” should be prompting people
to speak out on a “political issue.”

Several people spoke in favor of Mrs.

Westfield Town Council
Cronin, citing her volunteer efforts in
town. Mrs. Cronin herself said that resi-
dents should get involved in town to
make a difference, “including solving
the parking problem.”

“If you don’t get the parking it’ll be
lights out for downtown Westfield,” said
property owner Gary Goodman.

School Costume Contest will all be mar-
keted under the Addams Family Week-
end umbrella.

The “Best of New Jersey” video, made
for the “Journey Series” to be shown on
48,000 Continental Airlines flights start-
ing in May, was shown at the meeting.
Governor Jim McGreevey hosts the video
which highlights Westfield as “one of
New Jersey’s premier downtowns.” The
DWC spent $5,000 on the video in order
to introduce people to downtown
Westfield. Footage from a commercial
made for Comcast was used in the video,
along with new footage shot in Febru-
ary.

The board discussed how it would
handle news racks in front of Cosimo’s
Pizzeria when the restaurant expands.
The owner has requested permission to
include outside dining when it takes
over the retail space next door. Cur-
rently, the news racks in front of the
pizzeria would distract from the ambi-
ance and the board agreed that they
should be moved. One possible reloca-
tion site discussed was in front of
Brummers Chocolate. News racks have
been cleaned up and are better main-
tained since the DWC became involved
in requiring owners to maintain them.

The board briefly discussed the park-
ing redeveloping status, with Council-
man Larry Goldman stating, “The coun-
cil had a healthy discussion. I think some
decisions are going to be made fairly
soon. Discussions are continuing.”

Three members of We Care, a group
strongly opposed to the parking decks,
attended the meeting to voice their con-
cern about the proposed decks.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

DWC
Grants
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See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
AND THE WINNERS ARE…Ray Haggar and Carmine Venes are all smiles as
they pose with their wives Tuesday night at Mountainside Borough Hall after
hearing the unofficial vote count came out in their favor. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Carol and Carmine Venes, Raymond and Arlene Haggar

            Horace Corbin  for The Westfield Leader
SPRING CLEANUP…Last Saturday, dozens of “Friends of Mindowaskin Park”
volunteers joined together to cleanup the park and pond. Pictured above, this trio
display great satisfaction upon removing a shopping cart from the pond.
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Brooks Crandall for The Times
VARIETY...The theme for the annual Coles School Variety show last Saturday was the Magic of Disney. Grant Crandall
(left), Callum Wayman and the line of warriors are lying in wait for the grand finale. Over a hundred children from
Kindergarten through 4th grade participated in the show. Both performances in the Terrill Middle School Auditorium
were sold out.

Brooks Crandall for The Times
MAGIC OF DISNEY...The theme for the annual Coles School Variety show last
Saturday was the Magic of Disney.  Over a hundred children from Kindergarten
through 4th grade participated in the show. Both  performances in the Terrill
Middle School Auditorium were sold out.

SPF Board of Education Approves
Technology Plan for 2004-2007

By MICHELLE SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education heard a detailed plan
for technological advancements in
the school district for the next three
years.

Network Administrator Joanne
Arvay and Assistant Superinten-
dent Margaret Hayes gave a Power-
Point presentation on Thursday
night that explained and elaborated
on the integration of technology in
all of the schools.

According to Ms. Arvay, the

district’s technological inventory
consists of over 3,200 items such
as desktop computers, laptops,
printers, projectors, interactive
white boards, and video equipment,
which are all maintained by the
four members of the Technology
Department.

The 2004-2007 Technology Plan,
which was approved by the board on
Thursday night, will add a new phone
system at Terrill Middle School and
the high school, cell phones for all
bus drivers and principals, wireless
Internet access for computers, and

replacement of obsolete equipment,
among other things.

Most importantly, the plan pro-
jected the goals of the technology
implements. Technological literacy
within the core curriculum content
standards followed by the district
and revising media curriculum for
student enhancement in subjects such
as language arts, math and science
are the areas that will be most af-
fected by the technology plan.

“You can do a lot of razzle dazzle
with computers, but that doesn’t
change what they are learning,” said
Ms. Arvay, who constantly empha-
sized the curriculum focus of the
technology plan.

Senior Center on The
Horizon in Scotch Plains

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

There has been a great deal of
work done to existing parks in Scotch
Plains in the past few years and
there’s still more to come, according
to Ray Poerio, the township’s Direc-
tor of Parks and Recreation. In addi-
tion to a slew of anticipated renova-
tions to additional parks and
ballfields, Mr. Poerio told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that he is
hopeful that the goal of a new com-
munity and recreation center can be
realized soon.

Discussing some of his plans for
the coming year, Mr. Poerio told The
Times that he is “anxiously await-
ing” funding approval from the Union
County Freeholders for renovations
set for the ballfields at the Union
County Vocational-Technical School
and at the field on Route 22. The Vo-
Tech project will involve transform-
ing the Little League-size ballfield
and soccer field into full-size facili-
ties, “with other amenities as well,”
according to Mr. Poerio, while the
Route 22 field will be redesigned,
with new bleachers, fencing and irri-

gation added.
Back on January 1, Mayor Martin

Marks, in his New Year’s address,
expressed his hope that a new senior
center could be established at some
point in the near future. Mr. Poerio,
who noted that the mayor and the rest
of the township council “have been
very supportive of any of our en-
deavors,” said the Recreation De-
partment has been “exploring a vari-
ety of options and locations, and we
look forward to meeting with the
council to further explore possible
opportunities.”

Later this year, Mr. Poerio said he
hopes to undertake major renova-
tions at Brookside Park on Hetfield
Avenue, including redeveloping the
ballfield there along with some pos-
sible expansion of facilities. He also
hopes to be able to give the field
behind the south side firehouse a
facelift. He reported that the rede-
sign of the ballfields at Park Middle
School should be completed within a
month, although the fields will not
be available for the entire calendar
year since the new grass will need

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Two Commercial Developments
Proposed for Fanwood Downtown

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written TheScotch Plains-Fanwood Times

A concept hearing for a proposed
development was presented to the
Fanwood Planning and Zoning Board
of Adjustments at their agenda set-
ting meeting on Monday night. Broth-
ers, Rick and Mike Marcovecchio, of
Westfield and Fanwood, presented
their concept to the board for a three-
story, Victorian-style retail and resi-
dential development at the corner of
South Avenue and Second Street.

A concept hearing, explained Plan-
ning Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings, is to allow the develop-
ers a chance to hear the board’s
thoughts regarding the proposal to
assist the developers in formulating
their plans.

The proposal includes several re-
tail stores on the first floor, with eight
to ten, one and two bedroom rental-
units on the second and third floors.

The proposed mixed-use building
would occupy approximately one-
quarter of an acre, currently the site

of MIP Printing. The developers are
also considering the purchase of the
store next door to MIP.

Several board members said that
they liked the conceptual drawings
and that the proposal seemed to be
congruent with the overall, down-
town, redevelopment plans for the
borough. However, Mayor Colleen
Mahr said that any formal applica-
tions were being put on hold until the
redevelopment plan outlined criteria
and guidelines for blending together
all of the proposed developments for
the downtown area.

The process was being expedited as
a priority, she told the Marcovecchio’s.

Mayor’s Designee, Rosanne Tobey,
expressed concerns about the num-
ber of residential units proposed and
how that might impact the schools.

Board Alternate Daniel Zucker
warned the developers that many
borough residents would take issue
with adding more students to the
school system. He noted that they
should take that into consideration.

Board member Andy McDonald
said the proposal would bring in-
creased tax revenue and suggested
that it was not the children who were
raising taxes but rather, “a school
board budget out of whack.”

This could be a catalyst for others
to come into the downtown and to
bring the downtown out of stagna-
tion,” Board Alternate Joseph Higgins
commented.

Other issues discussed by the board
were the proposal’s impact on traffic
and parking, the proposed density and
the borough’s Commission on Af-
fordable Housing obligations.

Mayor Mahr said that this corner

Parking Restrictions
Eyed Around SPFHS

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Two new ordinances to restrict
parking in Scotch Plains will be in-
troduced at next week’s Township
Council meeting. One ordinance will
impose a two-hour parking limit on
school days on one side of a section
of Church Street. The Scotch Plains
Police Department recently found
that parked cars on Church Street, a
narrow two-lane residential street that
has a sharp bend about 150 feet north
of its intersection with Portland Av-
enue, is causing visibility and ma-
neuverability problems. The police
found that when students park on
both sides of Church Street in the
vicinity of the bend, the roadway
narrows significantly and makes two-
way auto passage or the passage of
large emergency vehicles difficult.
In addition, a dangerous view ob-
struction arises that makes it difficult
for drivers to see oncoming traffic.
The ordinance will restrict parking
on the east side of Church Street, in
the vicinity of the street’s bend, to
two hours during school hours.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing on Tuesday evening, Mayor
Martin Marks said he hoped to have
further dialogue with high school
administrators about the general park-
ing situation for student drivers. Last
fall, he had met with school officials
and several student leaders to dis-
cuss the matter. A portion of the
parking lot at nearby Green Forest
Park was opened to student drivers
and additional discussions were
planned, but the mayor said he hasn’t
heard from the high school during
the past several months.

In addition, the council will intro-
duce an ordinance to restrict parking
on Cedar Brook Road, which runs
between Redwood Road and Home-
stead Terrace near Brunner School.
Parents dropping off their children
are apparently pulling into Cedar
Brook Road, a dead end street, and

then backing up in order to exit Ce-
dar Brook Road, a situation the Po-
lice Department says creates a haz-
ardous condition. The ordinance will
prohibit stopping or standing on both
sides of Cedar Brook Road between
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on school days.

At its meeting next Tuesday, the
council will hold a public hearing on
the $19.697 million municipal bud-
get. With 2004 expenditures slightly
more than five percent higher than
last year, the increase will be fi-
nanced by a four-point hike in the
municipal portion of local property
taxes, meaning the tax rate for mu-
nicipal government purposes will rise
from $1.24 to $1.28 per $100 of
assessed valuation. As a result, the
municipal property tax bill for the
average assessed home of $120,000
will be $1,536, an increase of $48
from last year. The average assessed
home has a market value of $360,000-
$420,000.

The municipal portion of local
property tax bills represents about 18
percent of the total levy, with the
Union County government portion
accounting for about the same level
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education’s $55.3 million
budget, which was approved by vot-
ers this week, financed by the re-
maining 60-65 percent of the tax bill.

On Tuesday night, the council held
a special session to formally reject a
$329,000 bid from Waste Manage-
ment to perform this year’s spring
clean-up, which is normally held in
June. This year’s bid was more than
75 percent higher than last year’s
$185,000; as a result, new buds will
be received early next month, ac-
cording to Township Manager Tho-
mas Atkins.

The council is expected to pass a
resolution next week supporting the
appointment of a Coordinator of
Public Works Shared Services to carry
out the activities of the public works

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

            Elizabeth Correll  for The Times
KEEPING COUNT...Scotch Plains-Fanwood School Superintendent Dr. Carol
Choye tallied up the votes for the school budget and board of education
candidates on Tuesday night.

was a critical piece of property since
it is a visual entrance into the bor-
ough and that any development at
this site would set the tone for the
downtown.

The board also announced that an
application for a major site plan
would be heard at the board’s next
regularly scheduled meeting on
Wednesday, April 28.

Messercola Brothers Building
Company has sent notice to all resi-
dents within 200 ft. of their proposed
development on the corner of South
Avenue and First Street, across from
the Chelsea Hotel. The site is cur-
rently occupied by a three-family
home, which previously housed a
bridal shop on the ground floor.

This development also proposes a
Victorian-style, three-story building,
with commercial, retail and residen-
tial use. The building conforms to all
ordinances, except adequate park-
ing, which would be contingent on
the nature of the commercial uses,
not yet determined.

The application includes profes-
sional offices, ground-floor retail es-
tablishments and 12, two-bedroom
apartments on the second and third
floors with 62 to 70 proposed park-
ing spaces. The apartments range in
size from 1,262 square feet to 1,922
square feet. The parking deficiency
allots only one parking space per
apartment, whereas the ordinance
calls for two.

Other applications scheduled for
the next meeting include a free-stand-
ing sign for International Freight,
located at 88 South Avenue. Several
other applications for residential
improvements are also scheduled.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

O’Connor Wins FW BOE Seat By
Two Votes Over Withdrawn Dolan

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains – Fanwood Board of
Education members and school ad-
ministrators celebrated Tuesday night
the success of the 2004-2005 school
budget. The $555,338,242 tax levy
passed by 423 votes, versus last year’s
passing by 218 votes. This will result
in a 7.5 percent tax increase for Scotch
Plains households and a 5.1 percent
increase for Fanwoodians.

After all the informal votes were
tallied at approximately 9:30 p.m.,
the count stood at 1,576 yes votes
and 1,153 no votes for the budget.
Speaking to a crowd assembled at
Evergreen Elementary School, Su-

perintendent Dr. Carol Choye said,
“Thank you to Tony Del Sordi (Busi-
ness Administrator and Board Secre-
tary) for putting the budget together.
Thanks to the Board of Education for
supporting the budget. The PTO (Par-
ent Teacher Organization) should
take a bow. To the principals, thank
you for all you’ve done. And to the
athletic director, thank you for all
our winning teams.”

When speaking with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Dr. Choye
said, “I’m delighted that the com-
munity understood the budget. We
have a wonderful community. I am
glad they knew that we were mak-
ing a fiscally responsible budget

presentation.”
She went on to speak of those who

supported the budget stating, “I want
to thank the Board of Education be-
cause they understood the budget
and they made presentations to staff
and new parents at every school. I
thank the PTA for getting the word
out.”

Also up for grabs on Tuesday were
three positions on the Board of Edu-
cation. Council President Lance Por-
ter and board member Craig Nowlin
will continue in their positions on the
board. The unofficial vote tallies
showed that Rob O’Connor, a write-
in candidate, received only two votes
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SP Committee Plans
Memorial Day Parade

SCOTCH PLAINS – Memorial
Day pays tribute to American mili-
tary personnel of all wars who made
the ultimate sacrifice by giving their
lives in service to their country.
The plans for the 2004 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day
Parade are now under way. This
year’s Parade will be held on Mon-
day, May 31.

The parade has a rich tradition of
excellent support from the people
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood. All
civic, school and community orga-
nizations are invited to participate
in the parade to honor America’s
fallen heroes.

The National World War II Me-

morial will be dedicated in Wash-
ington, D.C. over Memorial Day
weekend. In recognition of this
event, the theme for this year’s
Parade is “The Greatest Genera-
tion - A Salute to World War II
Veterans.” Trophies will be awarded
to those entries which best depict
this theme.

If you are interested in partici-
pating in the parade, please contact
Toni Rollis of the Memorial Day
Parade Committee at the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building at (908)
322-6700, Extension 314.

The committee looks forward to
the support of the community in
providing the best parade ever.

 

 

 

adequate time to grow and strengthen.
The Parks and Recreation Depart-

ment also began some automated
scheduling of fields this spring,
thanks to newly-purchased software,
and Mr. Poerio said the system
worked “extremely well” and added
that local sports organizations were
“extremely pleased” with the
system’s operations.

In addition to the ballfields, the
courses at Scotch Hills Country
Club are open. Mr. Poerio, who
took over as Recreation Director in
early 2001, said the new pro shop
was open and that a concessions
contract will be announced next
week. He also told The Times he is
looking at the possibility of devel-
oping a miniature golf course, most
likely at the southern end of Scotch
Hills’ property, at the intersection
of Plainfield Avenue and Jerusa-
lem Road.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Senior Center

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
QUACKING AROUND...A Canada goose stopped for a drink at the waterfall
in Brookside Park in Scotch Plains.

For nearly 50 years, K. Hovnanian® has been delivering 
superior quality and value and as a result, more homes 
than any other builder in the Northeast. Tens of thousands 
of families have chosen K. Hovnanian® for very important 
reasons: More home for your money. More quality and 
amenities. More fine craftsmanship. It’s more than how great K. Hovnanian® homes look, it’s how they make you
feel. People just feel more confident and more comfortable with K. Hovnanian.® In short, more at home. Is it any
wonder that K. Hovnanian® is known as the first name in lasting value?
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THE RESERVE
Going, going, gone...  The Reserve is 50% SOLD OUT!

Don’t miss your opportunity!

UNION COUNTY, NJ Scotch Plains

Money Isn’t All You’re Saving

All prices are base prices and subject to availability. Priced by location. Prices subject to change without notice. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U. S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout 
the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

Find your new home at

CALL ONE OF OUR SALES CENTERS OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DIRECTIONS TO ALL OF OUR COMMUNITIES. OPEN 10 TO 6 DAILY. 
MORTGAGE FINANCING PROVIDED BY K. HOVNANIAN® AMERICAN MORTGAGE, LLC. K. HOVNANIAN® IS A BUILDER OF FINE HOMES IN NEW JERSEY, PENNSYLVANIA, TEXAS, 

NEW YORK, WASHINGTON D.C., MARYLAND, VIRGINIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, NORTH CAROLINA, OHIO, WEST VIRGINIA, ARIZONA, FLORIDA & CALIFORNIA

DO YOU OWN LAND? Talk to K. Hovnanian® about development possibilities. Call (888) KHOV-HOME

khov.com®
Find your new home at

khov.com®
Find your new home at

BEST HOME SITES NOW OPEN!
The Reserve is an intimate community of 100 townhomes presented by 
K. Hovnanian® at Scotch Plains, Inc., ranging in size from approximately 
1,800 to over 2,000 square feet. These wonderfully crafted homes feature 
2 - 3 bedrooms, 21⁄2 bathrooms and a one-car garage. Located in desirable 
Scotch Plains, The Reserve is nestled between Watchung and Westfield. 
The Watchung Reservation, with its woods, lakes, streams, meadows and trails, 
are just steps from your back door. The Reserve offers residents easy access to
major highways and mass transit and convenient commuting to New York City.
Historical sites, golf courses and other recreational facilities are all within 2 miles.
Scotch Plains features an excellent school system as well as quality shopping, 
dining and entertainment. 

Magnificent townhomes in beautiful 
Scotch Plains from the upper $300’s  

(908) 490-1421

Artist’s rendering.

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com
524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

...Don’t Wait!!

Impatient?

Wow, over 80 degrees this week... If you 
haven’t started thinking about the garden, 
now is the time.

For those that like to get an early 
start, and save quite a bit of $$$  we are 
having our Impatiens Sale this Saturday 
and Sunday. 

Over 2 truck loads of Impatiens will be 
here available for only $9.99 flat.

We will be opening our doors early on 
Saturday for those that want to get a 
really early start. (7am).

 Remember there is still a slight chance 
of Frost, so protect them if you hear of 
frost warnings on the news.

Wow, over 80 degrees this week... If you 
haven’t started thinking about the garden, 
now is the time.

For those that like to get an early 
start, and save quite a bit of $$$  we are 
having our Impatiens Sale this Saturday 
and Sunday. 

Over 2 truck loads of Impatiens will be 
here available for only $9.99 flat.

We will be opening our doors early on 
Saturday for those that want to get a 
really early start. (7am).

 Remember there is still a slight chance 
of Frost, so protect them if you hear of 
frost warnings on the news.

He’s Back!
Big Ed Williams
checking to see

if David’s late to work.

Quick Gift
Solution

Impatiens
Sale!!!

$9.99 flat!!!

Limit 5 flats per customer • While Supplies Last 
Reg $15.99 flat of 24 plants

Limit 5 flats per customer • While Supplies Last 
Reg $15.99 flat of 24 plants

Two Days Only
April 24th & 25th
Two Days Only
April 24th & 25th

Special Sale Hours
Sat 7am-7pm Sun 9am-6pm
Special Sale Hours
Sat 7am-7pm Sun 9am-6pm

Before hearing the instructional
update about the technological ad-
vancements, the board bid an offi-
cial farewell to board member Pat
Hoynes-O’Connor who sat for her
last meeting after serving three
years on the board. All of the board
members had thoughtful com-
ments for the Fanwood represen-
tative, and especially emphasized
her continued work in curriculum
for all students and her support of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in the Gar-
den State Coalition that strives for
quality education in New Jersey.

In business matters, the board
members moved to increase the
pay of poll workers for the school
elections to $8.06 per hour from
$7.49 per hour, which the workers
have received for the past several
years.

The board reached this decision
after much debate among mem-
bers, and after receiving a letter
from Dennis Kobitz of the Union
County Board of Elections. Mr.
Kobitz addressed the board at the
previous meeting, and encouraged
the board to raise the wages since
Scotch Plains-Fanwood was one
of two districts in Union County
that paid under ten dollars.

Increasing the pay to $10 per
hour would cost the board an addi-
tional $1,200 to $1,500 dollars in
an already tight budget. In the
end, the board agreed on raising
the pay to $8.08, the amount that

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Board of Education
Approves Tech. Plan

Cranford was said to pay their
worker s , so Scotch Plains-
Fanwood would not be the lowest
paying district in Union County.

In other matters, the board
moved to accept the donation of
six Vogel buses to be used to trans-
port high school seniors to Project
Graduation 2004, as well as pay
each driver $75 for the evening.

The board also proclaimed the
week of May 2 through May 8,
Teacher Appreciation Week to rec-
ognize the outstanding teachers in
the district.

The board will hold its Annual
Organization meeting on Thurs-
day, April 29.

subcommittee of the shared services
committee composed of representa-
tives from Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and their joint board of education.
The cost of the $3,000 stipend to be
paid to the holder of the newly-cre-
ated position will be split between
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Parking
Restrictions

            Benjamin B. Corbin  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TROOP PREPARATION…Congressman Mike Ferguson meets the soldiers of
the National Guard to thank them at the Westfield Armory last Saturday as they
organize for further assignment in defending our country.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14
David Kervick, 57, of Westfield

was arrested in the 900 block of South
Avenue, West, and charged with pos-
session of suspected cocaine and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia.

Responding to a report of a distur-
bance, police found Kervick outside
and were told by him that a robbery
was underway in his apartment.

A search of the premises uncov-
ered the suspected cocaine and para-
phernalia, authorities said. Kervick
was released on his own recogni-
zance.

THURSDAY, APRIL 15
A Cranford resident reported that

her pocketbook was stolen after it
was left unattended at a North Av-
enue store.

MONDAY, APRIL 19
A Marion Avenue resident re-

ported that an unidentified person
had obtained some form of his
identification and acquired a credit
card for a store that was not autho-
rized by the account holder.

Charisse Jones, 34, of Plainfield
was arrested and charged with dis-
orderly conduct after reportedly
creating a disturbance aboard a NJ
Transit bus at Prospect and East
Broad Streets. Jones, who alleg-
edly became combative with po-
lice officers at the scene, was re-
leased on her own recognizance.

TUESDAY, APRIL 20
As the result of a motor vehicle stop

for speeding on Springfield Avenue,
Sean Foy, 19, of Fanwood was ar-
rested and charged with possession of
a prohibited weapon, which police
identified as a switchblade. He was
released on his own recognizance.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

FRIDAY, APRIL 16
Anika Whatley, 20, of Plainfield, and

Tarley Hobbs, 18, of Plainfield were
arrested and taken into custody along
with a juvenile for possession of a stolen
vehicle. Patrolman J. Brown made a
motor vehicle stop on the 1999 Chevy
Malibu and determined that the vehicle
was reported stolen from Plainfield. The
two adults were processed and released
on a summons and the juvenile was
turned over to the parent.

SATURDAY, APRIL 17
A Frank Street resident reported re-

ceiving harassing telephone calls. The
caller complained about the victim’s
dog being outside.

The Shackamaxon Country Club re-
ported that sometime between Friday,
April 16, at 2:30 p.m. and Saturday,
April 17, at 5:30 a.m., someone removed
a 2000 Jacobson Hauler 1110. The golf
cart was valued at $6,000.

more than Seamus Dolan, who had
withdrawn from the race.

In attendance at the evening’s gath-
ering was Assistant Superintendent
Dr. Margaret Hayes, Board of Edu-
cation Director of Special Services
Tom Beese, Board of Education Di-
rector of Human Services Randall
Cantor, Board President Lance Por-
ter, Board Vice President Linda
Nelson, and several principals, in-
cluding those from Coles, Brunner,
Evergreen and McGinn Elementary
Schools and Terrill Middle School.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bd. of Edu.
Elections

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Free Firearms Safety Kits
To be Distributed Locally

M O U N T A I N S I D E - T h e
Mountainside Police Department will
provide free firearm safety kits to
local residents through a partnership
with Project ChildSafe, the nation-
wide firearms safety education pro-
gram. The safety kit, which includes
a gunlock, will be available at the
Mountainside Police Department.
Project ChildSafe, a program devel-

oped by the National Shooting Sports
Foundation (NSSF), will distribute
millions of firearms safety kits
throughout the country over the next
year.

The program is funded by a U.S.
Department of Justice grant, with
additional funding provided by the
firearms industry. Each Project
ChildSafe kit contains a safety cur-
riculum and a cable-style gunlock.
The lock fits most types of hand-
guns, rifles and shotguns. The goal is
to prevent a child or other unautho-
rized person from accessing a fire-
arm in your home. Residents are
encouraged to pick up a ChildSafe
kit so that they can securely store
their firearm. By partnering with
Project ChildSafe, Mountainside
Police Department is participating
in a growing national effort to pro-
mote firearms safety education to all
gun owners. It is an important step
forward in helping ensure that all
firearm owners fully understand their
responsibilities with respect to the
safe handling and storage of firearms.

“A gun carries with it a tremen-
dous responsibility,” Chief James
Debbie, Jr. said. “A recent tragedy
involving a police officer’s child re-
minds us that we must take every
possible precaution when our weap-
ons are at home. This simple locking
device is very effective in protecting
our families, particularly children,
against the possibility of discharge.
We are very grateful to Project
ChildSafe for this very generous
donation”.

For more information contact the
Mountainside Police Department at
(908) 232-8100.

Asw. Stender Appointed to State
Employment, Training Commission

SCOTCH PLAINS – Assembly-
woman Linda Stender was recently
appointed by Assembly Speaker Albio
Sires to serve on the State Employ-
ment and Training Commission.

“Assemblywoman Stender has
demonstrated an ability to under-
stand complex issues and balance
the demands of multiple legislative
responsibilities,” said Assemblyman
Sires (D-West New York). “This com-
mission will be well served by Linda’s
years of experience and infinite
knowledge gained through working
in the public sector.”

Assemblywoman Stender’s com-

mitment to public service includes
serving on the Union County Board
of Freeholders from 1994-2002, as
Mayor of Fanwood for 1992-1995
and on the Fanwood Borough Coun-
cil from 1988-1990.

“There is an ongoing need to de-
velop strategies to fill gaps in the
state’s training and employment ef-
forts,” said Assemblywoman Stender
(D-Fanwood). “A well-trained labor
force is critical to New Jersey’s con-
tinued economic rebound post 9/11.”

The State Employment and Train-
ing Commission is charged with de-
veloping and assisting in the imple-
mentation of a state employment and
training policy with the goal of cre-
ating a coherent, integrated system
of employment and training programs
and services which will provide resi-
dents with equal access to the learn-
ing opportunities needed to attain
and maintain high levels of produc-
tivity and earning power.

Assemblywoman Stender currently
serves as Vice-Chairwoman of the
Assembly Tourism and Gaming Com-
mittee and as a member of the Assem-
bly Transportation Committee.

She represents the 22nd Legisla-
tive District, which consists of Clark,
Dunellen, Fanwood, Green Brook,
Linden, Middlesex, North Plainfield,
Plainfield, Rahway, Scotch Plains,
and Winfield.

Night of Magic to
Benefit Robert Cleary

FANWOOD – The magic of
Brad Ross will be held on Friday,
April 30 from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. at
Terrill Middle School, Terrill Road
Scotch Plains.

Children’s tickets are $10, Adults
$12. A Family Package of two
adults and three kids is available
for $45

Call Barabara at (908) 889-6378
for more information and tickets.

100 percent of the proceeds of
this event will go to Fanwood resi-
dent Robert Cleary and his medi-
cal care.

            Benjamin B. Corbin  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STANDING READY…Area soldiers of the National Guard fall into formation
at the Westfield Armory last Saturday, awaiting further orders.

Annual ‘Standing Against
Hate’ Forum Set Next Week
WESTFIELD — A special presen-

tation on gang awareness and why our
young people are attracted to the gang-
ster culture and violence is featured for
the tenth annual “Standing Together
Against Hate Forum” this year on
Thursday, April 29, from 7 to 9 p.m. at
the First United Methodist Church on
East Broad Street in Westfield.

Sponsored by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation and the Union
County Superintendent of Schools,
the powerful program presented by
Lieutenant Edwin Torres from the
New Jersey Department of Correc-
tions includes an inside and up-close
look at how gangs operate in New
Jersey, how they actively recruit chil-
dren and how they can destroy fami-
lies and future dreams.

“We are proud to sponsor this excit-
ing program for citizens, law enforce-
ment representatives, educators and
students who want to learn more about
gang activity and the criminal vio-
lence that sometimes leaves behind a
wake of innocent victims,” said Pros-
ecutor Theodore Romankow.

Union County School Superinten-
dent Glenn Tillou will open the free
program and also present an annual
award for fighting bias to Aaron Ford,
Supervisory Special Agent for the FBI,
in the memory of the late Union County
Prosecutor Andrew Ruotolo.

Each year, the annual forum
Ruotolo helped create with Commit-
tee Chairperson Terri Warmbrand
brings together business leaders, gov-
ernment professionals, law enforce-
ment personnel and members of edu-
cational, religious, media, civic and
community organizations.

“This message will include some
strong suggestions of how we might
best keep our children safe from

gang activity and how to deal with
bullying, discrimination, violence
prevention and family values,” said
Warmbrand. “It should also allow us
to examine our own sensitivities re-
garding these issues that impact on
our local schools, workplaces and
neighborhoods.”

First Assistant Prosecutor Albert
Cernadas Jr., a member of the county’s
Human Relations Commission, will
be part of the annual forum and discuss
how violence and gang activity actu-
ally can victimize an entire commu-
nity. “The whole notion of organized
gang activity is one that has been given
tremendous attention by law enforce-
ment throughout New Jersey,” he said,
adding staff members have presented
training and gang awareness programs
for school officials, police officers,
parents and students.

He congratulated the Committee
Against Hate for coming up with yet
another timely and topical forum of
interest to the county’s 520,000 resi-
dents and said the program offers
Professional Development Credit for
all educators and Kean University
students who attend.

Other co-sponsors of the program
offered each year include the New
Jersey Bias Crime Officers Associa-
tion, the state senators and assembly
representatives from across the
county, Kean University, the Jewish
Federation of Central New Jersey,
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders and the Humans Rela-
tions Commission.

There is free parking for the pro-
gram, which has included invitations
to every school superintendent, reli-
gious leader, police chief, elected
official and area legislator. For fur-
ther information, please call (908)
653-0357.

F-SP Rotary Distributes
Funds to Seven Charities

SCOTCH PLAINS – Funds raised
by the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ro-
tary Club’s “Share in Youth” raffle
were given to seven community or-
ganizations. $9,770 was distributed
evenly to these groups at a recent
rotary club meeting.

Honored at this meeting was Dr.
Jim Checchio for his years of service
in selling the majority of the raffle
tickets. Through his hard work and
effort, the program has been a suc-
cess and all of these community
groups have been helped year after
year. Janet Strunk and John Perotta
gave a special plaque and thanks to
him.

The club meets every Wednesday
at noon at Snuffy’s Pantagis Restau-
rant in Scotch Plains. For informa-
tion on joining, please call Member-
ship Chairman Dr. Dick Dobyns at
(908) 322-5986.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
To Host Community Blood Drive

SCOTCH PLAINS – In an effort to
cope with our communities growing
need for blood, Assemblywoman
Linda Stender is hosting a blood drive
on Thursday, April 29, at her district
office located at 1801 East Second
Street, Scotch Plains from 2:30 to
7:30 p.m.

“Community blood banks and hos-
pitals repeatedly face severe blood
shortages due to diminished dona-
tions, particularly during the holidays
and summer months,” said Assem-
blywoman Stender.

Most of the blood collected at this
donation will be sent to local hospitals
to be used within 48 hours to treat
cancer and surgical patients, accident

and burn victims and many others.
Anyone interested in participating

can call Jennifer Mancuso at Assem-
blywoman Stender’s district office at
(908) 668-1900, Monday-Friday, 9-5
p.m. to make a donation appointment.
Walk-in donors are also welcome.
Blood donors must be at least 17 years
of age, weigh a minimum of 110
pounds and be in good general health.

The blood donation process takes
less than an hour and includes a free
minor medical exam including tem-
perature, iron count, pulse and blood
pressure. Refreshments will also be
provided after donating. Your social
security number and a photo or signa-
ture ID are also required.

New Jersey Blood Services, a divi-
sion of the nation’s largest indepen-
dent blood collection and distribution
agency, will administer the drive.

Serving Union County’s Automotive Needs For 75 Years With Low Prices & Excellent Service!

433 NORTH AVENUE • WESTFIELD • 908-233-0220

Prices incl. all costs to be paid by consumer except lic., reg. & taxes.  Pictures for illustration purp only.  Not resp for typos or omissions.
Excludes prior sales.  This ad supersedes previous ads.  *Qualifications for rebates: Oldsmobile loyalty reb. - Must be a current owner/lessee

of an Oldsmobile product; Military reb. - Must show proof of military status.  **Retail value $199.95. Excludes prior sales and installation.
Not in lieu of cash. Expires 4/30/04. Call for details.

NORRIS
Se Habla
espanol˜ SATURDAY SERVICE HOURS:  8am-12pm

www.newnorrischevrolet.com or email: norchev@aol.com

ALL NEW 2004

ZERO
INTEREST

SAVE THOUSANDS!

NORRIS CHEVROLET
NO
CHARGE
HOME

THEATER
SYSTEM

Our Compliments
With Every

Vehicle Purchase
Or Lease**

NO

Plus...

V6, auto trans, air, pwr str/brks/wind/lcks/6-way driver
seat, AM/FM stereo, all ssn touring tires, MSRP $22,135,
VIN #39404559.  Incl. $1000 Oldsmobile loyalty reb.
if qual* & $750 Military reb. if qual*.

$16,250
IMPALA SEDAN
New 2003 Chevrolet

SAVE $5885SAVE $5885

4 dr, hard top, V6, auto OD trans, air, pwr str/brks/wind/lcks/mirrs, deep t/gls,
r/wind wiper/washer, carpeted floor mats, cruise w/resume speed, tilt, AM/FM
stereo, CD, keyless entry, MSRP $22,120, VIN #46900137.  Incl. $3500 reb.,
$1000 Bonus cash & $1000 Oldsmobile loyalty reb. if qual*.

$15,800
TRACKER LT
New 2004 Chevrolet

SAVE $6320SAVE $6320

$10,330SAVE $2510SAVE $2510

AVEO 4 DOOR
New 2004 Chevrolet 4 door, 4 cylinder,

automatic transmission,
air, power steering/
brakes, rear defrost,
AM/FM stereo with
C D  p l a y e r  a n d
M P 3  p l a y b a c k ,
MSRP $12,840, VIN
#4B177455.  Includes
$1000 reb. & $1000
Oldsmobi le loyal ty
rebate if qualified*.

CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED

BENEFITS
3-Day/150 Mile
Satisfaction
Guarantee

✔

24 Hour
Roadside
Assistance

✔

100+ Point
Inspection

✔

Comprehensive
Limited Warranty

✔

GM CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED VEHICLE SALE!
'99 Chevrolet Lumina LS
4 dr,  V6,  auto OD t rans,  a i r,  pwr
str/ABS/lcks/wind, AM/FM stereo-cass, tilt, t/gls,
r/def, b/s mldgs, sec sys, alloys, cruise, cloth
split bench, keyless entry, 42,079 mi, Stk. #529U,
VIN #X9116000.

$5995
'00 Pontiac Grand Am SE
4 dr, 4 cyl, auto trans, air, pwr str/lcks/ABS, AM/FM stereo,
CD, sec sys, trac cntrl, r/spoiler, dlxe whl cvrs, tilt, cruise,
t/gls, dual air bags, b/s mldgs, cloth bckts, graphics
equalizer, 28,802 mi, Stk. #439P, VIN #YM865293.

$7995
'02 Pontiac Grand Am SE
2 dr, 4 cyl, auto trans, air, pwr str/ABS/lcks, cruise,
sec sys, trac cntrl, r/spoiler, tilt, t/gls, cloth bckts,
b/s mldgs, accent stripes, dlxe whl cvrs, 22,745
mi, Stk. #526P, VIN #2C135453.

$11,300
'02 Chevrolet Prizm LSI
4 dr, 4 cyl,  auto trans, air,  pwr
str/lcks/brks/winds, AM/FM stereo, CD, tilt,
cloth bckts, keyless entry, r/def, b/s mldgs,
3696 mi, Stk. #536P, VIN #2Z404089.

$11,995
'01 Chevrolet Malibu LS
4  d r,  6  c y l ,  a u t o  t r a n s ,  a i r,  p w r
str/ABS/lcks/seat/wind/sunrf, AM/FM stereo-cass,
CD, alloys, r/spoiler, keyless entry, fog lts, tilt, t/gls,
r/def, lthr bckts, b/s mldgs, sec sys, 15,538 mi,
Stk. #537P, VIN #16212864.

$12,595

2.9%

FINANCING

AS
LOW
AS

%
APR

UP
TO

60
MOS.

If Qualified

$10,330

'99 Chevrolet Corvette
3 dr hatchback, V8, 6 spd man trans, climate cntrl
air, pwr str/ABS/lcks/seat/wind, AM/FM stereo-
cass, Bose sys, tilt, t/gls, r/def, lthr int, keyless
entry, cruise, glass top, sec sys, 34,521 mi, Stk.
#527P, VIN #X5101389.

$28,500

'01 Chevrolet Tahoe 1500 LT 4x4
8 cyl, auto OD trans, climate cntrl air, pwr
str/ABS/lcks/seat/wind, AM/FM stereo-cass, CD,
cruise, alloys, sec sys, b/s mldgs, running brds,
tilt, t/gls, lthr int, keyless entry, 32,455 mi, Stk.
#523P, VIN #1J289619.

$25,750

'02 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LS 4x4
Ext. Cab, 8 cyl, auto OD trans, air, pwr
str/ABS/lcks/wind, AM/FM stereo, CD, tilt, t/gls,
cloth split bench seat, b/s mldgs, sec sys, cruise,
keyless entry, bed liner, 32,358 mi, Stk. #496P,
VIN #2E285356.

$21,995

'01 Chevrolet Blazer LT 4x4
6 cyl, auto trans, air, pwr str/ABS/lcks/seat/lumbar
seat/sunrf, tilt, t/gls, b/s mldgs, lugg rack, sec sys,
AM/FM stereo, CD, cruise, keyless entry, OnStar,
35,864 mi, Stk. #507P, VIN #12102306.

$13,995

'01 Chevrolet Impala LS
4  d r,  6  c y l ,  a u t o  t r a n s ,  a i r,  p w r
str/ABS/lcks/seat/wind, AM/FM stereo-cass, CD,
tilt, t/gls, r/def, b/s mldgs, sec sys, alloys, r/spoiler,
keyless entry, fog lts, trac cntrl, 34,884 mi, Stk.
#458P, VIN #19110333.

$13,750

Receive an 
appointment for 
a free 
consultation.

Dr. C. Duncan Burnett, 
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon,
invites you to A Private Reception

Tour our offices and discover how 
cosmetic surgery can help make 
the most of what nature gave you.

Sunday May 2nd, 2004 
2 – 4 p.m.
189 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ

Dr. Burnett has been endorsed
by Essence Magazine March ‘04

RSVP 908.233.0200 (Space is limited)

C. Duncan Burnett, MD, FACS
Personal Excellence in Cosmetic SurgeryÆ

  WE CARE   
Questions That Deserve Answers 

 

� Why does Westfield claim a parking crisis when 
100’s of spaces go unused daily?  

� Where are commuters, shoppers, and visitors 
going to park during the 1+ year of construction of 
the garages, stores, and apartments? 

� Why would we build a five-story parking garage in 
a beautiful, colonial, suburban town?  

� Why would our officials declare Westfield areas 
“blighted” to qualify for redevelopment status?  

 

 

Contact the Mayor and Council and ask them why 
mayorandcouncil@westfieldnj.net or 789-4046 

 

Sponsored by WE CARE (Westfielders Concerned About Responsible 

Development), PO Box 57, Westfield, NJ 07090.  Visit our website 

westfieldredevelopment.com or contact us at 

info@westfieldredevelopment.com or 232-5716 
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JPMorgan Investments, a division of

CHASE INVESTMENT SERVICES CORP.
*Securities and investment advisory services are offered through Chase Investment Services Corp.

(CISC). CISC, a member of NASD/SIPC, is an affiliate of JPMorgan Chase Bank.

†Mutual funds are offered by prospectus. Please read the prospectus carefully before investing or
sending money. To obtain a prospectus, please contact your Personal Financial Advisor.
© 2004 J.P. Morgan Chase & Co. All Rights Reserved.

NOT FDIC INSURED No Bank GuaranteeMay Lose Value

JPMORGAN
INVESTMENT
EXPERTISE.

Now within 
your reach.

Why not TODAY?
Why not NOW?

CHASE Personal Financial ServicesSM now offers you what
no other bank can – JPMORGAN.

• Your Chase Personal Banker and JPMorgan Investments* Personal Financial

Advisor team up to create short- and long-term financial strategies for you

• JPMorgan Investments* offers you choices ranging from Stocks, Bonds, and
Mutual Funds,† to REITs, Exchange Traded Funds – and more

GET STARTED – with a complimentary financial plan today.
Call John Perrette at 973.285.2353 or stop by the office
at 302 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Freeholder Scholarship Program
Set for Another Academic Year
COUNTY – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders has
approved the Freeholder Scholars
Program for the 2004-05 academic
year. The Freeholder Scholars Pro-
gram is for Union County students
who have attained a record of aca-
demic success in high school and
will cover two years of college for
students in pursuit of an associate’s
degree.

Since 1999, hundreds of residents
have received a free education at
Union County College (UCC)
through this important initiative. Eli-
gible students may take courses to-
ward an associate’s degree that they
can use to get a better job or to
pursue a degree at a four-year col-
lege or university.

“The Freeholder Scholars pro-
gram has made college a reality for
hundreds of students from working
class families,” said Freeholder
Daniel Sullivan. “The Freeholder
Board is dedicated to helping Union
County students achieve their edu-
cational goals and our scholarships

are a first step in beginning that
journey.”

In order to qualify, students must
meet the following requirements:
Full time enrollment at Union
County College (12 credits or more
per semester); a minimum of 3.0
(“B” average) achieved in high
school; Union County resident (per
UCC residency policy); Annual fam-
ily income of $75,000 or less.

Students applying for the Free-
holder Scholarship Program must
file for federal and state financial
aid. The Freeholder Scholars Pro-
gram award will cover the differ-
ence between UCC tuition and fees
and the amount of financial aid re-
ceived. Students who maintain a 3.0
GPA at the college and earn a mini-
mum of 12 non-remedial credits per
semester are eligible to receive the
scholarship for four consecutive fall/
spring semesters.

For more information or an appli-
cation contact the Union County
College Office of Financial Aid at
(908) 709-7141.

Native Westfielder Takes
Command of USS Florida

PORTSMOUTH, Va. — Com-
mander Gregory Ott relieved Com-
mander David Duryea as Command-
ing Officer of the USS Florida (SSGN
728) on April 16 at Norfolk Naval
Shipyard. This was another mile-
stone in Florida’s transformation
from ballistic missile submarine to
guided missile submarine.

Florida entered the Norfolk Na-
val Shipyard in July 2003 to un-
dergo a refueling and conversion
from a SSBN to a SSGN. A transfor-
mational submarine, both physically
and conceptually, SSGNs could op-
erate in otherwise denied areas to
provide unique capabilities.

This includes carrying 154 cruise
missiles that can be launched at
rapid rates, 66 Special Operations
Forces (SOF) personnel, a swimmer
lock out shelter, and an Advanced
SEAL Delivery System (ASDS).
These features would provide a
transformational degree of firepower
in a survivable and virtually unde-
tectable platform that can remain
on station continuously.

A native of Westfield, Commander
Ott joined the Navy in 1985 after
graduating from Lehigh University
with a Bachelor of Science Degree
in Mechanical Engineering. His pre-
vious commands include USS
Francis Scott Key (SSBN 657), USS
Providence (SSN 719) and USS

Charlotte (SSN 766), where he
served as the submarine’s Execu-
tive Officer.

Commander Ott knows the road
ahead for Florida and her crew is
filled with new challenges for the
future. “The engineers and subma-
rine designers are breathing new
life into Florida and giving us a
brand new kind of ship – the SSGN,”
Commander Ott said.

“But the SSGN is our tool,” he
continued. “It’s up to us to plot the
course for how we will use this new
capability. It’s up to us to develop
and implement the routine for tak-
ing Florida to sea.”

“There are no standard SSGN op-
erating procedures, we will be writ-
ing them,” Commander Ott con-
cluded. “We will use our submarine
in ways in which it has never been
used. Florida will truly be the tip of
the spear.”

Florida is schedule to complete
her conversion and rejoin the fleet
in 2006.

According to Vice Adm. Donald,
“In these times of fiscal restraint,
Global War on Terror and uncer-
tainty, we must strive to continually
transform ourselves, our Force, and
the way we do business, if we are to
maintain our status as the dominate
Submarine Force in the world’s
greatest Navy.”

Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Recreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation Events
14th Annual Road Race will be

held on Saturday, April 24, at
Tamaques Park in Westfield.  The 1-
Mile Fun Run will begin at 9 a.m.
followed by the Five Mile run at 9:30
a.m. Both courses will begin and end
in Tamaques Park.  Put on your run-
ning shoes and come join us!

Soccer Squirts: This course will
introduce children ages three to five
years to group experiences and basic
motor skills through soccer related
activities. Dates: Tuesdays from April
22 to May 25. Hours: 10 to 11a.m. or
1 to 2 p.m. Cost: $89.

Golf Class: (ages 8 to 13) Held on
the following Tuesdays from 3:30 to
5:30 p.m: 4/27, 5/4, 5/11, 5/18.
Classes will focus on education on
the golf swing, care of the course,
and playing safely. Instructor Bill
McCluney, PGA Head Professional,
will hold classes at Oak Ridge Golf
Course in Clark. Fee: $80.

Karate: Held on Thursdays (ages 6-
9) from April 15 to June 3 from 5:30 to
6:30 p.m.  Also offered on Saturdays
(ages 4-7) from April 17 to June 5 from
10:30 to 11:30 a.m.  Fee: $35/class.

“Yoga For Life”: Come experience
HATA Yoga, a unique mix of stretch-
ing to release tension, eliminate stress,
and increase tone. Held Thursday
Evenings from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the
Municipal Building. Start date: Thurs-
day, April 29.  Call for session dates &
fees. Bring your own mat.

“Total Toning”: Get in shape in
time for summer with a total workout
that includes warm-up & cool down
exercises, mixed with some light
cardio kick boxing, Taebo and floor
work.  Held Monday evenings from
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Start date: Monday,
April 26. Held in the Municipal Build-
ing. Call for session dates & fees.
Bring your own mat.

Daddy-Daughter Dance: Calling
all Dads! Our Annual Dance will be
held on Friday, April 30, at The
Westwood from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. for
Kindergarten through sixth grades.
The evening will consist of 5x7 fa-
ther/daughter photograph; hot buffet
dinner & dessert, disc jockey to play
the hottest tunes, and an entire evening
of dancing and fun! Cost: $36/per
person.  Register by Monday, April
26, to reserve a spot.

Summer Camps: The Recreation
Department offers a variety of enjoy-
able summer camp programs. Camps
include but are not limited to: Bowl-
ing, Tennis, Baseball, Soccer, Bas-
ketball, Roller Hockey, Wrestling,
Multi-Sports, Sports Squirts and the
Summer Playground Program.

Teen Center: The Teen Center will
be open on select Friday evenings
during the school year from 7 to 11
p.m. for all high school students.  The
teen center is a safe and enjoyable
alternative and we hope all high
school students come check it out!
Located in the municipal building.

The “Night Place”: This popular
program is offered to all resident in-
termediate school youths. Held at
Edison Intermediate School from 7:30
to 9:30 p.m. Activities include a Disc
Jockey, food, games, movies and
dancing.  The cost is $2 in advance
and $3 at the door.  The final Night
Place event will be Friday, May 7.

Memorial Pool News: The Memorial
Pool has reached its capacity for 2004.

Please register for the above pro-
grams in person at: The Westfield
Recreation Department, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield.  Office: (908)
789-4080. Visit us online at:
westfieldnj.net/townhall/recreation
and at westfieldtoday.com/
ParksRecreation.dessert!   Dates: Mondays, April

19 and 26, and May 3 and 10.
Times: 12-2 p.m.

Women’s Softball League:
Contact Yvette Easley at (908)
654-7131. Games will be played
at Township ball fields beginning
at 6 p.m.  Fees and regulations are
set by league officials.  Season
begins mid-April and runs through
mid-July.

One Day Trips: The Commu-
nity School of Scotch Plains/
Fanwood and the Scotch Plains
Recreation Department are jointly
offering the following day trips:

Historic Philadelphia, Indepen-
dence Hall, Saturday, May 1. Fee
is $35 per person.  Bus departs at
8:15 a.m. and returns approx. 6
p.m.  Register by April 1.  Bus will
leave from Park Middle School.
Need a minimum of 15 people.

Touring and Tea at Liberty Hall,
Friday, May 14. Fee: $45 per per-
son.  Bus will depart at 12 noon
and return approx. 4:30 p.m.  Reg-
ister by April 14.  Bus will leave
from  Brookside Park on Hetfield
Avenue.

Adult Programs
Beginner Bridge Lessons:

Classes will be taught by Wendy
Golding, instructor for the past
four years.  You will receive hand-
outs each week to help you along.
There will be 25 minutes of in-
struction followed by questions/
answers and then hands-on play-
ing.  Need a minimum of eight
players to have the class. Dates:
Fridays, April 16-June 18 (10
classes). Times: 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

 Intermediate/Advanced
Bridge Lessons: Wendy Golding,
Instructor, will teach the concepts
the class is most interested in
learning.  A syllabus is handed
out as well as a class schedule.
(need a minimum of eight play-
ers) Dates: Fridays, April 16-May
14 (5 classes) Times: 12:45-
2:45 p.m.

Sweet Gatherings: What’s Your
Specialty?  Cookies, brownies,
pies?  Bake your best creations
each week, bring copies of the
recipes and share your secrets
with friends.  Taste other delica-
cies, swap ideas and enjoy your

Scotch Plains Recreation Events
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Scotch Plains SID Opponents
Should Review Merits of Proposal
It was seven weeks ago that the Special Improve-

ment District (SID) steering committee in Scotch
Plains voted to recommend that the Township Coun-
cil create a SID as a way of reviving the downtown
business district. In five weeks, the council will
likely hold a public hearing on the SID question —
a hearing that is shaping up to be as contentious as
the public sessions two years ago on the underage
drinking ordinance proposal and the 1999 township
budget and property tax levy.

Opponents of the SID are presently circulating a
petition in hopes of collecting enough signatures to
convince the council to vote down the SID ordinance
that is scheduled to be introduced on May 11 and
voted on after the May 25 public hearing.

We’ve previously expressed our support of the
SID concept, feeling that it is the logical next step for
reviving downtown Scotch Plains, which is facing
fierce competition from nearby malls, mega-retail-
ers and neighboring downtowns like Westfield, Sum-
mit and Cranford, all of which have benefited by
setting up their own SIDs in recent years.

Between now and the May 25 public hearing, we’d
like to see proponents and opponents discuss with
each other the benefits of a SID and the concerns
being raised by a new assessment that will be
imposed on property owners. The 10 members of the
SID steering committee need to make themselves
available to those in opposition so that questions can
be answered, misconceptions cleared up and, hope-
fully, opposition softened if not eliminated. Com-
mittee members, who spent six months crafting the
proposal, should consider this last-minute lobbying
as the final assignment of their long effort.

And SID opponents owe it to themselves and their
fellow downtown property and business owners to
take the time in the coming weeks to fully educate
themselves about the SID by seeking out propo-
nents, including steering committee members. It
serves no purpose for opponents to resist something
without first finding out as much as they can about
it and without first hearing from those on both sides
of the issue.

Some of the concerns voiced by opponents are
valid and deserve to be aired. They rightly want to
know that there will be tangible benefits resulting
from whatever assessments they will pay. They want
to know what downtown Scotch Plains will look
like. Property owners worry about passing on the
costs of new assessments to tenants, who may choose
to vacate rather than pay. But simple pessimism
about its chances for success does not seem to be a
valid reason to oppose creation of a SID.

More than 60 SIDs have been set up in New Jersey
and all of them are still going strong. What makes
one believe that Scotch Plains’ SID will be the first
one in New Jersey to fail? We hope those on both
sides of the SID issue will talk not about each other,
but with one another in the weeks before the public
hearing in late May.

After years of half-steps and false starts on the
question of downtown revitalization, the Special
Improvement District option is the strongest move
yet considered and, importantly, would put much of
the power to determine the future of downtown
Scotch Plains where it belongs — in the hands of
property and business owners. The issue deserves to
be fully discussed.

Traffic Is Already Bad in Westfield,
Parking Decks Will Make it Worse

How Can Temple Condone
Same Sex Marriages?

The liberals are at it again. Since
disarming our law enforcement agen-
cies and turning our courts into a circus,
the latest siege is same sex marriages. I
was shocked to learn the Westfield
temple Emanu-El synagogue embraced
a same sex marriages event. I find it
insulting here this same synagogue put
barricades up because of some kind of
terrorist attack, but this event was met
with open arms. Where were the barri-
cades? I find reprehensible that a reli-
gious congregation would accept this
sort of promotion. Mayor Jason West,
“a socialist” most likely, of New Paltz
N.Y, like many single digit elected of-
ficials, advocate to declare war on reli-
gious beliefs and family values. It is a
disgrace to all denominations. If this
same sex marriage matures into law,
the ripple effect upon our national health
care and social security systems will be
devastating. This latest Democratic
agenda is a new low, and a slap in the
face to all faiths.

Kevin Retcho
Linden

United Fund Director
Thanks Volunteers

The spirit of volunteering is the heart
of the United Fund of Westfield. This is
Nation Volunteer Week, a week when
America makes a special effort to recog-
nize the contribution of hundreds of thou-
sands of volunteers.

At the United Fund, we don’t need a
special week because volunteers are the
heart of the United Fund everyday.

When the United Fund reaches out,
volunteers help do the stretching. The
volunteers and non-profit agencies of
the United Fund work hard to make your
generosity felt through our entire com-
munity.

So, to our volunteers, we say thank
you for every person you have touched.
Thank you for your time, our talents and
your treasures! People often say,
“Westfield is different.” One of the pri-
mary ways in which we are different is
the level of caring and involvement of
our fellow Westfielders.

So, a thousand times, thank you!

Linda Maggio
Executive Diretor

The United Fund of Westfield

As a resident of Westfield and a phy-
sician with an office in town, I share the
concerns of many Westfield citizens re-
garding the ambitious development plans
for our town. I have made my own
informal analysis of the effect of these
plans on downtown Westfield and have
concluded that this entire project is a
giant mistake. It will make traffic un-
bearable. And everything I have read
about this project indicates that the fi-
nancial benefit to the community at large
will be negligible.

As everyone in town knows, the Moun-
tain/Broad intersection is already be-
yond capacity and frequently causes frus-
trated drivers to behave in an unsafe
manner (our family car was the “benefi-
ciary” of a fender bender caused by an
impatient truck driver at that intersec-
tion). On a typical day, in the mid-
afternoon, Broad Street can be jammed
along its full length and it can require
multiple cycles to pass through the Broad/
Elm intersection. This is similarly true
at the Central/North intersection. The
parking turnover rate in the downtown
area is high and would be so for any
parking spots added for the purpose of
shopping. Furthermore, controlled entry
parking lots can be frustratingly slow to
enter and exit. My own office is on South
Avenue. Sometimes it can take a ridicu-

lous amount of time just to pull out of our
driveway on to South Avenue, particu-
larly if it requires crossing one of the
lanes of traffic. And this can occur re-
gardless of whether it is rush hour or not.

If the “experts” have concluded that
the development project will have no
effect on traffic then I have a “a bridge to
sell them.” The whole purpose of devel-
opment is to increase traffic! It’s analo-
gous to the addition of interstate spurs -
They are often built with the rationale
that they are needed to handle an exist-
ing need for commuters. However, their
result, invariably, is to spur new devel-
opment until the new roads are saturated
to the same degree as the old roads.

The mayor and most of the town coun-
cil members may not share my opinion,
but MANY Westfielders do. A project
of this scope will change the fundamen-
tal character of our town and should
clearly be placed before the voters in the
form of a referendum before being un-
dertaken. Avoidance of a referendum
strikes me as an obvious attempt to
bypass the citizens of this community
and to serve the interests of a small
group of individuals who will benefit
financially from the project.

Lloyd Marks, MD
Westfield

The Westfield Community Center
Then and Now, A Resident Recalls

“When eggs are flying and children
crying, breakfast at Steve’s.” Who
doesn’t remember that little Diner on
North Avenue which became a land-
mark. How many times I entered and left
with a gift certificate to benefit the
Westfield Community Center after tast-
ing the most terrific soup in town. Also
making donations were merchants like
Kohn Jewelers, practically next door,
Raymonds up the street, My Lady’s,
Austers, Elm 55, my special friend at the
time, the Flower Basket, and Ferraro’s,
still at the same location. All had an open
door and an open heart. Westfield is a
generous community and all responded
to my fund raising efforts for the Center,
including Bovella’s, the best bakery in
town, which donated birthday cakes, as
well as Hill’s ice cream shop.

Times change, merchants moved, and
Downtown Westfield became a differ-
ent face, and the Diner was shipped to
Germany - what nostalgia.

Now there is good news for Westfield
and the Westfield Community Center. A
new executive director, Thelma May
Smith, walked in with a Masters in Pub-
lic Administration to manage the Com-
munity Center and Westfield’s senior
recreation and health programs. After

more than ten years of absence, she is
sweeping the Center (stale air out, and
fresh air in); she has always been known
for her devotion towards “Her Seniors”,
as Thelma calls them. The children’s
program is still intact with its after school
activities and hot dinners, as well as Day
Camp in the summer.

Our Lanston Booth, in charge of main-
tenance, also drives the seniors and chil-
dren to and from the center. He is cel-
ebrating has 30th anniversary with the
Community Center. He is a man of de-
pendability and the highest degree of
integrity. Congratulations Langston! You
are very much loved by all!

I remember a time in the past when
Thelma came to my rescue and helped
save my leg, when I could not afford to
pay a doctor. Now I am back at the center
after years of private nursing and child
care. I am now involved in an exercise
program and diverse art projects with
our new, very talented coordinator,
Rosalyn Johnson.

Thank you Thelma for giving me
myself back. Everyone is welcome at the
Westfield Community Center; “Come
Aboard”!

Sasha Schwarz
Westfield

Parking Shortage
Needs to be Fixed

Thank you once again for your contin-
ued diligence in persevering towards a
solution for the thoroughly documented
town wide parking shortage. We need to
fill today’s needs to secure Westfield’s
future.

Daily I am asked by fellow residents
about what I hear is going on regarding
the parking problem. These are all resi-
dents, like myself, who desire to see
Westfield move forward in determining
and moving on a parking solution. We
all care about Westfield. People are be-
hind you and the good work we all
depend on you having the courage to do.

Debby Burslem
Westfield

Westfielder Disappointed
Over Temple Lawsuit

I was disappointed to read recently that
the Temple Emanu-El, unhappy at having
been turned down in a recent planning
application to expand its parking lot, has
filed suit with the Superior Court of New
Jersey. In effect, they are suing all the
residents of Westfield, since the cost of
defending the lawsuit will need to be
funded out of the town’s operating bud-
get, and consequently through our prop-
erty taxes. Nice neighbors.

Simon Lack
Westfield

WF Businessman Urges Council
To Build Decks and Developments

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
the Westfield Mayor and Council and
copied to The Westfield Leader.

Your continued diligence in working
to resolve our parking space shortage
and to create a new and better manage-
ment system is greatly appreciated. The
solution is in the redevelopment meth-
odology and plan that you are attempting
to negotiate with the developer, your
partner.

Please get past the history of incre-
mental partial solutions, and put forward
the robust and proper set of details that
will effectively address the parking short-
age, and fortify both South Avenue and
the lot between Elm and Prospect on the
Northside, with both parking and revi-
talized retail/residential development.

The parking shortage has been docu-
mented by professionals multiple times.
We have paid a million dollars over the
last six years to establish this compre-
hensive holistic strategy. We need to
resolve the needs of today in order to
secure Westfield’s future. It is always
better to plan your development, than to
be responding to it. This is a unique
opportunity to do just that.

Daily, I am asked by fellow residents
about what is going on regarding the
parking problem. I hear their utter frus-
tration and pain with the current status
quo. These are all residents, like myself,
who desire to see Westfield move for-
ward in implementing the redevelop-
ment plan to obtain a parking solution

and more robust community. We all
want to improve our community and
care about Westfield’s future.

The people are behind you and the
good work. We all count on the council
having the courage to implement by
moving forward with the redevelopment
of the two deck plan. Don’t fail us now
when we are so close to moving Westfield
forward. Parking improvements improve
our community! You can improve
Westfield for decades to come! It is an
opportunity we can’t afford to miss.

Joseph Spector
Westfield

WF Parking Problems
Should Be Handled
In the Simplest Way

We have been residents of Westfield
for more than forty years, and I com-
muted to New York for thirty of those
years via the old Jersey Central and now
New Jersey Transit. Thus, we have very
sympathetic feelings toward commuters
and the difficulties faced by them in
obtaining adequate parking facilities at
the Westfield train station, and strongly
believe that they need to be expanded.

However, we believe that the pro-
posed solution in the form of residential
condominiums and retail stores is not
the correct one. This conclusion is based
on reading about the plan and discus-
sions with other residents. The struc-
tures themselves are too large, the traffic
problems that will be created too signifi-
cant, and the impact on taxes and the
schools unknown.

We believe that fitting the solution to
the problem in the simplest way is what
should be done. A second level on most,
if not all, of the parking area, presents
this most simple solution. It would keep
the height of the structure as low as
possible, would be open to daylight on
all sides, thus reducing the possible prob-
lems with safety, and would put the cost
on the commuter where it belongs,

I understand that this solution may
result in higher parking costs to com-
muters. As a former commuter, I would
accept this and pay my own way. I
believe that others would also.

Milt and Bette Kupfer
Westfield

Store Owners Should Post Whether
They Are Pro or Anti Deck in Windows

I find it very upsetting that the
storeowners in town are supporting the
“Redevelopment” fiasco. The residents
of Westfield are the people that have
kept them in business. If I’m reading this
situation correctly, the storeowners hope
that more parking will bring more people
into town. Where are these people com-
ing from anyway? How many people do
they think will come into Westfield to
shop that don’t already shop there? How
are the people in the surrounding towns
going to know these stores are there?
There’s that “build it and they will come”
mentality again.

I think the storeowners supporting the
“garages” should go on record and hang
a sign in their store windows indicating
if they are for or against the redevelop-
ment. Also the town where they live. If
they don’t live in Westfield their taxes
will not skyrocket like ours will once
this fiasco is realized. I know a few

shops in town already are fighting to
have the garages erected.

With the knowledge of what side the
shop owner is on, I can make a decision
as to whether I want to shop in those
stores. I have been buying my casual
clothes and running shoes in town for
decades. That was then and this is now.
I will not shop in that store again. That
store will not even know I am boycotting
their establishment. They are too busy
rallying the troops for the “garages”.

Instead of offering good customer ser-
vice in their store they are exhibiting
renderings of “Westfield of the Future.”
I offer this as a suggestion to the people
who are passionate about stopping this
very dangerous development…Stop sup-
porting the stores that are not supporting
the residents of Westfield.

Richard Dobra
Westfield

This continues a series of articles
featuring the 22 community service
agencies that are part of the United
Fund of Westfield. These 22 agencies
reflect the needs of today’s society.
Those who seek help are provided with
people-oriented services that are par-
tially funded through contributions to
the United Fund of Westfield.

* * * * * * *
When you think about the Red Cross,

visions of 24-hour, worldwide disaster
aid come to mind. What you might not
realize is the effect that the American
Red Cross has right in our own town.
Besides offering many programs and
safety information to the public, there
are three specific programs that exist
thanks to financial support from the
United Fund of Westfield:

Senior Transportation – Since 1999,
“Motor Works” has provided transpor-
tation for senior citizens in Westfield
who are unable to drive or are without
their own means of transportation. The
bus is available Monday through Fri-
day to take seniors to medical or pro-
fessional appointments or to Overlook
Hospital.

Edythe Jones of Westfield said, “Un-
less you are a senior who does not
drive, you cannot appreciate what this
transportation means to us.”

Babysitters Training Course – For
more than 30 years, the American Red
Cross Westfield/Mountainside Chap-
ter has offered a Babysitters Training
Course to prepare teens for this respon-
sibility. The course is offered twice a
month for 11- to 15-year-olds. Director
of Health and Safety Linda Johnson
instructs more than 200 pre-teens and
teens a year.

“I just ran a class during spring break
to accommodate their schedule,” stated
Ms. Johnson. “They take it very seri-

ously. The course teaches a lot of safety
tips and how to be professional and
responsible.”

A mother of four in Westfield, Mrs.
Jennings, has sent her two sons to the
course. “One of the reasons I like this
course is that the kids come away with
the knowledge of how to handle emer-
gencies. This has been helpful to my
children not only while they are
babysitting, but for when they are home
alone,” noted Mrs. Jennings.

Handyman Program — Of great help
to senior citizens in Westfield is the
American Red Cross Handyman Pro-
gram, also supported by the United
Fund of Westfield.

The Handyman Program offers as-
sistance to seniors in performing simple
tasks around their homes. One senior
citizen described the program as “a
real bonus…so comforting to let some-
one you can trust come into your home
to perform a small repair job or do yard
work.”

She added, “If it were not for their
great help, many seniors, myself in-
cluded, would be forced to sell their
homes due to the frustrations. We are
very fortunate to have this Westfield/
Mountainside chapter in our town.”

The American Red Cross Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter is one of 22
agencies supported by the United Fund
of Westfield. For more information
about how to support these local ser-
vice organizations, please call Linda
Maggio, Executive Director of the
United Fund of Westfield, at (908) 233-
2113.

For information about the services
provided by the American Red Cross
Westfield/Mountainside Chapter,
please call (908) 232-7090 or visit its
new website at www.westfieldmtside-
redcross.org.

Restrictions Around
WHS Are Unfair

How is it fair to restrict WHS parking
on one street only to force cars onto
another? What is the logic? One side of
Edgar Road and Lynnwood Place should
be reopened to student parking. Last
year, when restrictions went into effect
on Edgar and Lynnwood, all it accom-
plished was to force cars onto Dorian
Place.

How is that fair?

Mike Nemeth
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Radeau – A raft
2. Davit – A boat hoist used for raising

and lowering smaller boats
3. Tarve – To bend or turn
4. Abaddon – Angel of the bottomless

pit

CTENIDIUM
1. Respiratory organ of a mollusk
2. A thousand of anything
3. A Roman mineral bath
4. A horsefly

ADMINICLE
1. To ridicule
2. To force or drive out; expel
3. Help; support
4. Enslave or imprison

CONCULCATE
1. To mix or jumble
2. To waver or sway
3. To chill or harden
4. To trample under foot

BANIAN
1. A Hindu trader or merchant
2. A heavy barge used for freight
3. A bold, boisterous girl; a tomboy
4. A cavern or large cave

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - press@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

For more information, see
www.goleader.com

See more letters on Page 5 and 16

More Letters to
Editor on Page 16
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112 Central Avenue, Westfield
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www.presidentialpen.com
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Collection   

A new writing instrument

for the stylish woman...
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rollerball, ballpoint or

timeless fountain styles,

each with an elegant

holder/carrying case.

Choose from six high-

impact colors.
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The Parking Decks Redevelopments
Are a Lose-Lose Proposition for WF

There is only one win-win solution for
South Avenue station parking in
Westfield: Continue to have safe, se-
cure, easily accessible, expanded open
parking where every car is easily visible
from the street and the Police Depart-
ment needs no extra patrols to monitor
its safety.

The council would be well advised to
take a long term lease with an option to
buy the adjoining Amoco property, tear
down the existing structure and pave the
site for parking (easily done, with no
environmental impact if you lease and
pave with no digging). This increases
available open parking space for permit
holders. If the number of available spaces
subsequently proves insufficient, the
adjoining property could be obtained in
the same manner (with no environmen-
tal problems). In either event, the police
would need no additional manpower to
cover the territory, still completely vis-
ible and out in the open (no extra ex-
pense). The 70 plus cars that will park
there will more than pay the taxes on that
property. So there will be no loss of
ratables.

This is a simple, sensible solution for
a simple problem, popular with the vast
majority of voters.

Compare this to the nightmare pros-
pect of the Great Wall of Westfield
Garage:

Your redevelopment  “experts” never
went into the problems of the total dislo-
cation of the 450 current permit holders
for three to five years. What a mess that
would be…(and no permit income for
the Town of Westfield for three to five
years. Your redevelopment “specialists”
also never explained to the council that
at present, with an open parking lot,
there are at least six ways to get into the
lot and park one’s car.

This makes for easy parking with little
congestion. By adding the Amoco prop-
erty and its neighbor there would be at
least 10 total accesses from the street,
continuing to allow easy parking, with
little to no congestion.

The monstrous garage would funnel
all traffic into one congested bottleneck.
What a horror! The South Avenue Circle
would be in total gridlock at rush hours,
as would South Avenue at Central from
the back-up of 1,100 attempted left turns
into this disaster.

The Westfield we know and love has
nothing to gain, and everything to lose
with that terrible redevelopment urban
renewal project.

We know that the council has no ulte-
rior motives here, and that’s why we
beseech you to think and act on our
behalf, and simplify all our lives with
this sensible solution – endorsed by The
Westfield Leader and the vast majority
of the neighbors I have spoken with, as

Please Call the
Mountainside Mayor

And Stop Dunkin Donuts
Editor’s Note: This letter was origi-

nally sent to Mayor Gregory McDermott.

* * * * * * *
I am only 8 years old but I am sending

you a letter because I am unhappy that
J&M is going out of business. Also, I am
unhappy that a Dunkin Donuts and Baskin
Robbins are moving in. Even though
J&M was in Mountainside, I thought you
could help me go against them moving in.
I live on Sherwood Pkwy and J&M was
on Mountain Avenue. So, can you ask the
mayor of Mountainside to make the J&M
store something other than Baskin
Robbins & Dunkin Donuts?

Here are some suggestions to tell the
mayor of Mountainside: Lunch Area,
Sports Equipment Shop, or School Sup-
plies Store because I like to learn.

Please, can you help me? I would
appreciate it.

Miranda Jakubek
Westfield

Westfielder Says Parking Decks
Are Adding Insult to Injury

Eighteen years ago my parents and I
moved to the town of Westfield. My
mother has an illness called MCS, Mul-
tiple Chemical Sensivity. This town
seemed a perfect place for her to live life
and be barely affected by the pollution
and chemical infestation of the bustling
cities we left behind.

Westfield had the feel of a small town,
a non-industrial community with a solid
history and quiet safe streets. The busi-
ness district was comprised of quaint
shops and historic store fronts like a
sweetshop with real soda fountains and
a corner pharmacy seemingly pulled right
out of the early 1900’s. It was perfect
and beautiful.

Within the last 15 years it has turned
just another mall with chain clothing
stores and the removal of so many shops
that made it unique in all of Jersey. With
intolerable traffic and congestion,
Westfield seems to be aspiring to be-
come a Newark or an Elizabeth. The
leadership of Westfield sees no problem
with turning this once sublime burg into
a stifling metropolis like Jersey City.

They are quite obviously blind to the
splendor that has been eroded away with
every new popular store opening and
every loss of those irreplaceable pieces
of Westfield history that are bought out
by these big money companies.

My family came to love this town in a
very short time after moving here and
now have come to loathe the thought of
even taking a short drive from Summit
Avenue with the car into the center of
town.

And, to add the greatest insult to
mounting injury, the proposal of a five
story parking garage to be built right in
front of a new train terminal that mil-
lions were spent on to renovate and
rejuvenate. Not only will this concrete
and steel ‘bedsore’ blot out the view of
the train station and be taller than any
building in Westfield but it will ulti-
mately serve to make the this town into
one large pollutant spewing parking lot.

The current administration only has
dollar signs dancing in their heads and
most definitely NOT the best interests
and welfare of long time and even short
time residents that want to keep the
purity of this town.

I hope that The Leader can see beyond
the greed of the Chamber of Commerce
and the self serving interests of this
administration and look to the desires of
the people of this town who don’t want
to live in growing developing major city
but the small peaceful town they have all
come to love.

Michael Alfonso
Westfield

Corporate Events • Business Meetings
Teambuilding Events • Wine Tasting Events

Private Group Cooking Class Events
Weddings • Engagement Parties
Rehearsal Dinners • Fundraisers
Photo Shoots • Sweet 16 Parties

The James Ward MansionThe James Ward Mansion
of Westfieldof Westfield

Corporate Events • Business Meetings
Teambuilding Events • Wine Tasting Events

Private Group Cooking Class Events
Weddings • Engagement Parties
Rehearsal Dinners • Fundraisers
Photo Shoots • Sweet 16 Parties

Contact David MartoneContact David Martone
908-232-5445908-232-5445

Has the Town Met the 11 Principles of
Parking that Were Outlined in 2000?
In the August 24, 2000 edition of The

Westfield Leader, then Councilman Greg
McDermott, in his campaign for mayor,
called for the implementation of the “11
Westfield Parking Principals.” There are
many that still need to be addressed today.

Mayor McDermott proposed the im-
mediate sale of 75 additional parking
permits for the south train station and
Watterson Street lots, bringing the over-
sell rate for these lots to 46 percent.
These lots are currently being oversold
by 33 percent. This would have greatly
reduced the waiting list for permits and
would have generated $52,600 in rev-
enue annually for the town. Has the town
sold these 75 permits and are we actually
better monitoring the oversell of the rail
commuter lots today?

There are, always, large number of
long term parking meters available on a
daily basis. These are generally more
distant from the main downtown area.
We must encourage the associates of the
downtown businesses to utilize these
spaces as opposed to feeding meters and
taking spaces that must be allocated for
shoppers. Have we been rigorously en-
forcing the meter feeding ordinance?

The town was to have looked into
reshaping and restriping existing lots to
attain more spots in the downtown area.
How many lots did the town restripe or
reshape and how many spots have we
attained?

These are just three actions of the 11
principles that would greatly help re-
duce the current parking needs. The
mayor said that they were to have had an
immediate impact over three years ago.
Where do the mayor and town stand on
the balance of these principles as well?
The mayor must answer these questions.

After all, the mayor was quoted in this
article as having said, “We owe it to our
taxpayers to try every alternative strat-
egy before we make an investment that
will cost them additional dollars each
year in property taxes.” Have the mayor
and town indeed tried, with relentless
scrutiny, any alternative strategy, let
alone, every alternative strategy to re-
solve the parking challenges for the com-
muters, the downtown workers and the
shoppers of Westfield?

To use other quotes from the Mayor’s
article, “We need to remember that not
every taxpayer will use a deck, but ev-
eryone will be paying for it.” And “…to
make an expensive parking structure our
last alternative…”

$30 million parking structures that
will cost the taxpayers of Westfield $50
million to finance must be the absolute
last alternative.

Jim Baker
Westfield

Manhattan Bagel Owner
Thanked For Walk-a-

Thon Donations
I had the pleasure to grow up in

Westfield. I moved here with my hus-
band to raise our children, because I felt
this was a community where you make
good friends and feel connected to your
neighbors. It is a place where people
care about others and make an effort to
help. This feeling was again confirmed
with the support I received from Joshua
Wang, the owner of Manhattan Bagel on
South Avenue. For his Bar Mitzvah
project, my son Michael organized a
Walk-a-Thon on April 18, 2004 in
memory of his father, Gordon, to raise
money to help find a cure for MDS
(Myelodysplastic Syndrome), the dis-
ease from which his father died in No-
vember 2001. As part of this project he
contacted local businesses asking for
donations to help with the Walk. He
approached Joshua Wang to ask for a
few dozen bagels. Joshua not only agreed
to do so, but also then made the most
generous offer to donate enough bagels
and spreads to feed all the participants
before and after the walk-a-thon. His
gesture was so heartfelt and supportive
that I wanted to publicly acknowledge
his actions.

I also want to thank everyone who
came out to support this event and helped
to make it a huge success. The people of
Westfield form a great community, and
I am thankful to live in such a town.

Mindi Forgash
Westfield

WELCOME ABOARD…Edythe Jones is pictured boarding the bus operated
by the WF/MS Chapter of the American Red Cross, which is funded in part by
the United Fund of Westfield. Other services offered by the Red Cross chapter
include Babysitter Training and Handyman programs. See article on Page 4.

SPF Scholarship Fund
Expresses Thanks to

Contributors
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Scholar-

ship Foundation conducted its 38th an-
nual Dollars for Students drive over the
weekend of April 17-18. We would like
to express our appreciation to the local
students who participated in our drive
and to the generous citizens of Fanwood
and Scotch Plains whose efforts made it
a successful venture.

The monies collected will be pre-
sented as scholarships to graduating high
school students at the annual awards
night at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School on May 26 and to college stu-
dents on June 18 at our annual reception
to be held at All Saints Episcopal Church.

This year marks the 38th anniversary
of the founding of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Scholarship Fund. For 38 con-
secutive years, the foundation through
its volunteer board of directors has been
able to assist local students with scholar-
ships totaling $1,177,295. This year we
have received 144 applications for assis-
tance with 35 submitted by college stu-
dents.

We look forward to announcing our
own Dollars for Students recipients as
well as those students who will be re-
ceiving monies from the 23 additional
funds which we maintain and the 25 pass
through funds which we administer.

Our sincere thanks and appreciation
go out to all of our neighbors who so
willingly continue to show the young
people of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
that they value them and their efforts to
continue their education. If you were not
at home when our students stopped by,
or if you did not receive a request through
the mail but would like to support our
efforts, please send your contribution to
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Scholarship
Foundation, P.O. Box 123, Fanwood,
New Jersey, 07023.

Ellie Kramps, President
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Scholarship

Foundation

well as many hundreds, if not thousands
of your fellow citizens. Stand up to the
others – don’t let them drag us all down.

We are a peaceful small town. We
don’t want another mall or an unwanted
housing development right on the rail-
road tracks, We only need to expand our
plain and simple open parking lot, by
leasing or buying the adjoining proper-
ties.

Please use your common sense and
protect us all from redevelopment on
South Avenue.

Car theft at the Summit garage near
the railroad station has escalated so that
people with nice cars will not park there.
You can be sure that would happen here.

The proposed garage is lose-lose. It is
obvious to the great majority of the citi-
zens of the town. If you build it, many of
them won’t come! Who wants to shell
out $900 or $1,000 for a parking permit
if you can park, for free.

You must realize that the town has
deliberately restricted parking permits
in the last few years to create a false
“demand” for space. We now have al-
most 100 empty spaces daily, in spite of
their efforts.

It would be wise to give this misdi-
rected project an immediate burial.

Carol Victor
Westfield

Letters to the Editor
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Garwood Knights Post
Date For Blood Drive
GARWOOD – The Garwood

Knights of Columbus will hold a
blood drive on Saturday, May 1, from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at their Council Hall,
located at 37 South Avenue (across
from Pathmark) in Garwood.

Parking is available behind the
building on Willow Avenue. For more
information, please call (908) 789-
9809 after 4 p.m. Mountainside Library Slates

Spring Reading Programs

Westfield Welcome Club
To Hold Open House

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Welcome Club, a not-for-profit or-
ganization that offers various activi-
ties for area women and their fami-
lies, has invited new and prospective
members to attend an open house.

The event will take place on
Wednesday, May 5, at 8 p.m. at the
home of an organization member.

The club is open to women in
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Garwood, Clark and
Cranford. Ongoing club activities
include monthly dinners at local res-
taurants, couples outings, a book
club, movie night, children’s activi-
ties and community service projects.

Anyone wishing to receive an in-
vitation to the open house or who is
interested in joining the club may
call Lauren at (908) 301-0819 or
Jennifer at (908) 317-5871.

For more information about the

club, please visit its website at
www.westfieldnj.com/welcome on
the Internet.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Public Library, located
at Constitution Plaza, has announced
its schedule of spring reading pro-
grams for children.

During Toddler Time, stories and
nursery rhymes will be shared with
two-year-olds and their adult
caregivers. This program will be of-
fered for 30 minutes on Wednesdays,
from 10:30 to 11 a.m. It will run from
May 5 through May 26.

Preschool Storytime is scheduled
for three- and four-year-olds on
Thursdays from 2 to 2:30 p.m., be-
ginning May 6 and continuing
through May 27. In this program,

youngsters will listen to stories and
create simple crafts.

In Storytime Theatre, five-year-
olds are invited to participate in
storytelling activities involving cos-
tumes and role playing. It will take
place on Tuesdays from 3:30 to 4:15
p.m., June 1 through June 22.

Registration is required for all pro-
grams and proof of age is required
for each child in the Toddler and
Preschool Storytimes upon first-time
registration. For further information,
please call (908) 233-0115.

Arenas Welcome
Stephanie Nicole

Joe and Jennine Arena of Scotch
Plains have announced the birth of
their daughter, Stephanie Nicole
Arena, on Tuesday, November 18, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Stephanie weighed 7 pounds and 5
ounces and measured 20½ inches in
length at birth. She joins her sister,
Emily, who just turned two.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are George and Marie Leide of
Holmdel.

Her paternal grandparents are Aldo
and Linda Arena of Smithtown, Long
Island, N.Y. Ms. Jessica Lentz

To Marry Gregory Murphy

Brian T. Murphy and Ms. Rebecca L. Gewirtz

Ms. Rebecca L. Gewirtz
To Wed Brian T. Murphy

Ms. Jessica Lentz and Gregory J. Murphy

Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Murphy of
Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their son, Brian T.
Murphy of Westfield, to Ms. Rebecca
L. Gewirtz of Fanwood. She is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Gewirtz, also of Fanwood.

Born and raised in Fanwood, the
bride-to-be is a graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School and
Kean University in Union, where she
majored in psychology. She is pres-
ently attending Seton Hall Univer-
sity in South Orange, where she will
receive a master’s degree in occupa-
tional therapy in June.

The future bridegroom was born
and raised in Westfield. He gradu-
ated from Westfield High School and
from Fairfield University in Con-
necticut, where he majored in busi-

ness management and minored in
finance and philosophy. He is em-
ployed as a credit risk control analyst
for UBS Financial Inc. in
Weehawken.

The couple will be married in
October.

Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Murphy
of Westfield have announced the
engagement of their son, Gregory
J. Murphy of Quincy, Mass., to
Ms. Jessica Lentz of Woburn,
Mass. She is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Douglas A. Lentz, also
of Woburn.

The bride-elect was born and
raised in Woburn. She graduated
from Woburn High School and
from Fairfield University in Con-
necticut, with a major in sociol-
ogy and a minor in women’s stud-
ies. Ms. Lentz is employed with
Antigenics, Inc., a biotech com-

pany in Lexington, Mass., as a
Clinical Research Associate.

Born and raised in Westfield, her
fiancé graduated from Westfield
High School and The College of
the Holy Cross in Worcester, Mass.,
where he was an accounting and
economics major. He earned his
Certified Public Accountant desig-
nation in Massachusetts in 2001.

Mr. Murphy worked for
PricewaterhouseCoopers from
1998 to 2003 as an auditor and tax
associate before starting Suffolk
University Law School in 2003.

A wedding is planned for July.

Piggybank Savings and
FREE gifts!

Earn 2% interest—

2.02% APY*

* Rates subject to change based on market conditions and without further notice. Account must remain
open for one year to earn $10. premium. Piggybank offer good while supplies last.

www.townbank.com

520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-0800 
Fax: 908-301-0843

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-518-9333
Fax: 908-518-0803

No minimum balance required.
Open with $10 or more and we’ll add another $10!
Take home a Piggybank too, with our compliments!

NAMI Meeting to Focus
On New Resource Guide

COUNTY — During its monthly
presentation on Tuesday, April 27,
the National Alliance for the Men-
tally Ill (NAMI), Union County Chap-
ter, will distribute its 2004 edition of
“Resource Guide – Help in Navigat-
ing the Mental Health System.”

The program will begin at 7:30
p.m. at the Osceola Presbyterian
Church, located at 1689 Raritan Road
in Clark. Refreshments will be served.

Members of the public are invited
to attend. Free copies of this guide to
mental health resources of Union
County will be available to all at-
tendees.

Two NAMI members will be guest
speakers at the meeting. Larisa
DePalma, President of the Michael’s
Journals Foundation, which provided
the funding for this book, will speak on
“Sibling and Family Relationships.”

In her talk, she will address the
impact on family members who are
struggling to cope with the mental
illness of a loved one.

Pamela A. Eagan, editor of the
Resource Guide, will review some of
the highlights, tell about its compila-
tion and answer questions.

The handbook serves as a guide
for those seeking help in locating
psychiatric services, treatments, self-
help groups, day programs, counsel-
ing and medication management,
among other services.

Other topics include crisis inter-
vention; emergency services; privacy
and consent; housing, work and sup-
ported employment; legal help; trans-
portation; long-term planning; par-
tial hospitalization and intensive
outpatient care.

It also explains in detail how to
obtain free or low-cost care, through
eligibility for public assistance pro-
grams, Social Security, Medicare and
Medicaid, among other avenues.

Anyone unable to attend the meet-
ing but who would like a copy of the
handbook, or who is interested in
obtaining more information, is asked
to call (908) 233-1628 or e-mail
NAMI at nami.union.nj@nami.org.

The Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce Presents

April 25th • 11am to 5pm

Event Hotline (908) 233-3021 • www.westfieldchamber.com

Celebrate Spring with Scores of Vendors   
Juried Arts & Crafts Show • Non-Stop Entertainment 

Todd Robbins From the Hit Show, Carnival Knowledge, Presented by Kings
KidZone with Rides, Contests & Activities • Fantastic Food 

Sun & Fun for Everyone in Downtown Westfield!  

SP Library to Present
Program on Vitamins
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Saturday,

May 1, at 2 p.m., the Scotch Plains
Public Library will welcome Barry
Gaunt, the owner of Vitamin Express
in Scotch Plains. He will speak on
“Vitamins: Fact and Fiction – All
You Need to Know about Food
Supplements.”

Mr. Gaunt has 14 years of health
care experience, including eight years
as a pharmacy technician and six
years researching and selling vita-
mins and food supplements.

Admission is free. No pre-registra-
tion is required. The Scotch Plains
Library is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue. For further information or di-
rections, please call (908) 322-5007.

Neil Sullivan
(908) 518-0800

nsullivan@westfieldmortgage.com

Equal housing lender.

Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance.

Westfield ‘Y’ to Hold
Single Parent Event
WESTFIELD — On Sunday,

April 25, single parent families are
invited to an outdoor event from
3:30 to 5 p.m., sponsored by the
Westfield “Y,” including a kickball
game and play time on the play-
ground.

Families will meet at the Franklin
Elementary School playground at
700 Prospect Street in Westfield.
There is no charge for this event,
but attendees are asked to bring a
snack or baked good to share. The
“Y” will supply the juice and paper
products.

Interested individuals are asked to
respond by calling Jill Brown in the
“Y”’s Family Life Department at
(908) 233-2700, extension no. 233.
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JEWELERS APPROACHING 100 YEARS

(908) 233-8811

Calvary Announces Series
Regarding Elder Care

St. Bart’s Rosarians
To Honor Virgin Mary
SCOTCH PLAINS – St.

Bartholomew’s Rosary Altar Soci-
ety will have the Crowning of the
Blessed Mother and installation of
new officers on Monday, May 3.

These events will follow the 7:30
p.m. Mass at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church,
located at 2032 Westfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

The group’s annual birthday party
will be held afterward in the cafete-
ria. All women of the parish are
invited and guests are welcome.

CRANFORD – The Calvary
Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, will offer
a three-part series on elder care issues
as part of the church’s Adult Forum.

The programs will be held on con-
secutive Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the
second-floor lounge of the Educa-
tion Building behind the church.

This series will address options
available to senior citizens and their
caregivers if the seniors need help
beyond what they can normally do for
themselves. It will also explore the
options open to those who must make
a change in their living arrangements
because of age or disability.

The first session, on April 25, will
look at the option of staying in one’s
own home and getting help from an
aide. Martha Heinkel, Director of
Special Care of Cranford, will review
safety measures that can protect se-
niors from accidents in their homes.

The May 2 session will spotlight
the services offered by assisted liv-
ing facilities. Eileen Weller, Direc-
tor of Community Relations for The
Chelsea at Fanwood, will be the fea-
tured speaker.

On May 9, Adrian Hollywood, a
representative of Seabrook Village, will
discuss continuing care communities.

This series on elder care issues is
presented as a community service at
no charge. All are welcome. For more
information or directions to Calvary,
please call the church office at (908)
276-2418.

Relay For Life Scheduled To
Take Place in Scotch Plains

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Ameri-
can Cancer Society has invited Union
County residents to honor cancer
survivors and caregivers or pay trib-
ute to those who have lost their battles
with cancer to join a local Relay For
Life event.

Relay For Life is an overnight com-
munity celebration where individuals
and teams camp out, barbecue, and walk
or run around a local track, “relay” style,
to fight cancer. Funds raised support
cancer research, education, advocacy
and patient services in the community.

All cancer survivors are invited to
celebrate their triumph over cancer by
participating in an inspirational “Survi-
vors’ Lap” to open the Relay For Life.

Relay For Life will take place in the
following communities in Union County:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
in Scotch Plains, May 14 to15; Kean
University in Union, June 4 to 5, and
New Providence High School in New
Providence, June 5 to 6.

For more information about Relay
For Life events in area communities,
or to become involved with an event
in Union County, please call the
American Cancer Society at (800)
ACS-2345.

The American Cancer Society is
the nationwide, community-based
voluntary health organization dedi-
cated to eliminating cancer as a ma-
jor health problem by preventing
cancer, saving lives and diminishing
suffering from cancer through re-
search, education, advocacy and ser-
vice.

For information about cancer,
please call toll-free at (800) ACS-
2345 anytime or visit the American
Cancer Society’s website at
www.cancer.org.

First Baptist Reveals
ALPHA Retreat Dates
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist

Church of Westfield will offer an
ALPHA Retreat Weekend from Fri-
day through Sunday, April 30 to May
2, at the Tuscarora Inn and Confer-
ence Center in Mount Bethel, Pa.

Participants need not be attending
First Baptist’s ALPHA course to take
part in the retreat, during which they
will be encouraged to enjoy nature,
fellowship and knowledge of the Holy
Spirit.

The cost is $110, which includes
lodging for two nights, five meals
and course materials. For more in-
formation, please call the First Bap-
tist Church at (908) 233-2278.

Sheep-to-Shawl Festival
On Tap at Miller-Cory

BAA BAA BLACK SHEEP…Chelsea Mills of Fanwood helps out at the annual
Sheep-to-Shawl Festival at the Miller-Cory House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield. This year’s event will take place from 1 to 4 p.m.
on Sunday, April 25.

WESTFIELD — On Sunday, April
25, the Miller-Cory House Museum
in Westfield will present its annual
Sheep-to-Shawl Festival from 1 to 4
p.m. The event will take place rain or
shine at 614 Mountain Avenue.

Visitors will have an opportunity to
see the entire process of shearing sheep
by master sheep shearer Jeremy Mills
of Hamilton Square. He will use hand
shears, as was done in the 18th and
19th centuries.

The sheep will be provided by mem-
bers of the 4-H Club of Somerset
County, under the direction of Beverly
Eaton. Visitors will see the production
of woven cloth from woolen fibers,
which include carding, spinning and
weaving.

Youngsters will also be able to try
their hands at such 18th-century farm
skills as carding wool, using a drop
spindle, butter churning, bread making

and dyeing yarn. There also will be
18th-century children’s games to play.

A bake sale will be conducted through-
out the afternoon, featuring homemade
pies, cookies, breads and cakes. Lemon-
ade and homemade cookies will be avail-
able for visitors to enjoy in the Frazee
Building for a small fee.

The museum’s gift shop will also be
open, featuring a variety of educational
materials, Colonial reproductions and
handicrafts. A selection of cookbooks is
also available for sale, including several
prepared by members of the Miller-Cory
Cooking Committee.

There is no fee to attend the Sheep-to-
Shawl Festival. However, any donations
to support the Miller-Cory House
Museum’s educational programs will be
appreciated. For more information about
the museum, its schedule of spring events
or volunteer opportunities, please call
(908) 232-1776.

St. John’s Officers Plan
Annual Service Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The church
officers of St. John’s Baptist Church,
located at 2387 Morse Avenue in
Scotch Plains, will host their Annual
Officers Day this Sunday, April 25,
at 4 p.m.

Deacons, deaconesses and trust-
ees throughout the state have been
invited to share this service.

The guest speaker will be the Rev-
erend R. Lenton Buffalo of the Union
Baptist Church in Elizabeth. Accom-
panying him will be his officers, choirs
and members of his congregation.

Members of the public are also
invited to attend. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 232-6972.

Girl Scouts Post Camp Tour;
Plan to Recognize Volunteers

Parade Committee to Hold
Planning Meeting April 28

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Day Parade Committee
has invited anyone interested in par-
ticipating in this year’s parade to
attend the planning meeting at 7:30
p.m. on Wednesday, April 28.

The meeting will take place at Ameri-
can Legion Martin Wallberg Post No.
3 (upstairs) on North Avenue.

Organizations interested in march-
ing in this year’s tribute should have
a representative attend the meeting.
The parade is scheduled for Monday,
May 31, at 9 a.m.

People can also participate in the
parade by sponsoring a wreath to be
placed at the Monument to Veterans
of World War I during opening cer-

emonies or by making financial con-
tributions to help offset the costs of
running the parade.

The Parade Committee is also re-
questing information from Westfield
or Mountainside residents who have
family or friends who have served or
are currently serving in the Middle
East. A tribute will be discussed at
the upcoming meeting.

Individuals with such information,
or who are seeking additional details
about the planning meeting or the
parade, may call Stan Cuba at (908)
233-2767.

WESTFIELD – The Girl Scouts of
Washington Rock Council (GSWRC)
have invited prospective campers,
parents and other individuals to take
a tour of Camp Lou Henry Hoover in
Middleville this Sunday, April 25.

Participants will have an opportu-
nity to meet Camp Director Deborah
Hooker and the camp staff, ask ques-
tions, see a video of the camp and
take a tour of the facilities between 1
and 4 p.m.

The event will allow families to
preview everything before signing
up for resident camp next year. There
also may be a few weeks open for
camp this year.

Camp Hoover offers a variety of
activities geared to girls entering
grades 2 through 12. Family camp-
ing is also available from Friday,

August 27, through Monday, Sep-
tember 6. Arrangements may be made
to tour or camp by contacting the
camp registrar at (908) 232-3236,
extension no. 1222.

Additionally, the GSWRC will
salute their volunteers at the council’s
annual Awards and Recognition event
on Tuesday, April 27, at 7 p.m. at the
Gran Centurions in Clark. The pro-
gram will be held as part of National
Volunteer Week, April 22 to 28.

The GSWRC serves almost 8,000
girls with over 3,000 adult volun-
teers in 22 area communities, among
them Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Mountainside and Berke-
ley Heights. For more information,
please call Virginia Cockerline, Di-
rector of Public Relations, at (908)
232-3236, extension no. 1209.

CSH Slates Program to Help
Teenagers Manage Weight

MOUNTAINSIDE — Children’s
Specialized Hospital will offer a 10-
week weight management program
for teenagers entitled
“SHAPEDOWN” at its
Mountainside facility, located at 150
New Providence Road.

Endorsed by the American Medical
Association, the program will be held
every Monday beginning May 3 at
6:30 p.m.

In addition to the child, at least one
parent or guardian is required to par-
ticipate in the two-hour sessions, as
the program is designed to enhance

the entire family’s understanding of
weight management, nutrition and
physical fitness.

With instruction by both a physical
therapist and a nurse, the program cov-
ers a wide range of nutrition, exercise
and body image issues, with the goal
being to help teens enhance their self-
esteem, improve peer relationships,
adopt healthier habits and begin to
normalize their weight.

Space for the program is limited and
a $370 registration fee is required. For
more information, please call 1-888-
CHILDREN, extension no. 5417.

Springtime:  

Flowers, warm breezes,  

and free membership to  

Temple Sholom! 
    Thinking of joining a congregation?  Are your kids ready 

to start Religious School soon?  Join Temple Sholom this 

spring and pay no dues for the rest of this fiscal year (until 

June 30, 2004).  Call us at 908-889-4900 or e-mail us at 

sholom@sholomnj.org for more information. 

 For 91 years, Temple Sholom has been practicing 

Reform Judaism in Union County.  We offer a full range of 

religious and social activities, and a progressive Religious 

School for students in Preschool through High School.  We 

welcome all, including interfaith families. 

Join Temple Sholom this spring 

for free! 

Temple Sholom 
LaGrande & Martine Aves., Fanwood 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 539 
Scotch Plains,  NJ  07076-0539 

908-889-4900      www.sholomnj.org 

Professor to Discuss
‘Epic and Romance’
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Wednes-

day, May 5, at 7 p.m., the Scotch
Plains Public Library will present
“Epic and Romance,” a lecture by
Dr. John V. Fleming, Professor of
English and Comparative Literature
at Princeton University.

Dr. Fleming will trace the origins
of the two major impulses in Western
literature – the Epic, in which heroes
battle powerful enemies, and the
Romance, which explores deeper
realms of heart and mind.

In his lecture, he will also explain
how these two forms continue to
define the great fictional masterpieces
of recent times.

This program will be offered through
the Horizons Speakers Bureau of the
New Jersey Council for the Humani-
ties, a state partner of the National
Endowment for the Humanities.

Admission is free and no pre-reg-
istration is required. The library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. For
further information and directions,
please call (908) 322-5007.

The Chelsea at Fanwood
is pleased to present

www.chelseaseniorliving.com
This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community involvement and family education.

HUMOR WORKS AND
“The Stress Doctor”

Presented by: Michael Townsend Wright, Speaker Consultant, Humorist

Come learn how to use HUMOR as a coping skill – Experience the
benefits of LAUGHTER – Revitalize your mental well being

and improve spirit and productivity, gain lifetime survival
skills and share in Mike’s celebration of life through humor.

WHEN: SATURDAY, APR. 24 2004
TIME: 2:00 - 3:00 PM

WHERE: THE CHELSEA AT FANWOOD
295 South Avenue, Fanwood
908-654-5200

Open to the Public - Please join us for this imaginative program - Everyone is welcomed!
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– Obituaries –Ted F. Jensen, Retired Engineer;
Also Director of Quality Control

Lucy M. Battiloro, 89
Lucy M. Battiloro, 89, of Westfield

died on Thursday, April 15, at Over-
look Hospital in Summit.

Born in New York City, she had
lived in Brooklyn, N.Y. for many
years before moving to Westfield 47
years ago.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Paul A. Battiloro, Sr., and by a
son, Jerry G. Battiloro.

Surviving are two sons, Anthony
P. Battiloro and Paul A. Battiloro, Jr.;
two brothers, Leo Vitale and An-
thony Vitale; a sister, Theresa Forrler;
five grandchildren and one great-
grandchild.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Monday, April 19, at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Interment took place at
Saint Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

April 22, 2004

Frank Mascarich, 2nd, 51, Consultant;
Active In Swim Club and Boy Scouts

Ted F. Jensen of Westfield died on
Tuesday, April 13, at Overlook Hos-
pital in Summit.

Born in Metuchen, he had lived in
Decatur, Ill., Huntington, Long Is-
land, N.Y. and St. Joseph, Mich.
before relocating to Westfield in
1987.

Mr. Jensen retired in 1987 as an
engineer for Signal Corp in Union,
where he worked for five years. Be-
fore that, he was Director of Quality
Control for the British Industries
Corporation in St. Joseph, Mich. and
Westbury, Long Island for 20 years.

He graduated from the Newark
College of Engineering with a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Electrical

Engineering.
Mr. Jensen was a member of the

Couples Club of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Iris Miriam Walker Jensen, in 2002.

Surviving are two sons, Ted Jensen
and David Jensen; two daughters,
Karen Sonnenberg and Kris Jensen,
and seven grandchildren.

Arrangements were handled by the
Dooley Funeral Home, 218 West
North Avenue in Cranford.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Susan G. Komen Breast Can-
cer Awareness Foundation, P.O. Box
650309, Dallas, Tex. 75265-0309.
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Frank W. Mascarich, 2nd, 51, a
lifelong resident of Westfield, died
on Wednesday, March 31, at Univer-
sity Hospital in Newark.

Mr. Mascarich was an engineering
consultant with Hewlett-Packard Co.
in Paramus, Piscataway and
Bridgewater for 20 years.

A United States Army medic, he
served in Germany during the Viet-
nam War.

In 1983, Mr. Mascarich graduated
with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Mechanical Engineering from the
New Jersey Institute of Technology,
where he was a member of the Tau
Beta Pi engineering honor society
and the Upsilon Pi Epsilon honor
society.

A lifelong member of Westfield’s
Nomahegan Swim Club, he also was
active with Boy Scout Troop No. 72,

chartered by The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, and with Cub Scout
Pack No. 171 at Wilson Elementary
School in Westfield.

Surviving are his wife, Gisele
Boucher Mascarich; two sons, F.
William Mascarich, 3rd and Justin
Bradley Mascarich; a daughter, Mor-
gan Elizabeth Mascarich; a brother,
John Mascarich, and a sister, Diane
Allen.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Monday, April 5, at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the American Cancer Society.

April 22, 2004

Nancy Didier, 64, Was French Teacher,
Moderator at Westfield High School

Nancy DidierDaniel Corona, 87, UNICO Member;
Was General Manager at Cyanamid

Nancy Didier, 64, of Garwood died
on Friday, April 16, at Union Hospi-
tal in Union.

Born in Elizabeth, she
had lived in Mountainside
and Cranford before mov-
ing to Garwood 24 years
ago.

Mrs. Didier had taught
French at Westfield High
School for 34 years prior
to retiring in 2003. Dur-
ing the 1960s, she taught
at Summit High School
and Linden High School.

While at Westfield
High School, she moder-
ated the French Club and the Student
Foreign Exchange Programs. She also
served as the Grievance Chairwoman
for the teachers’ union in Westfield
in recent years.

Mrs. Didier earned a Bachelor of
Arts degree in French and Education

from Caldwell College in 1961, as
well as Master of Arts degrees from
Rutgers University and New York

University. She had been
pursuing her Doctoral
degree at New York Uni-
versity.

Surviving are a son,
Philip A. Didier of
Cranford; a brother, Tho-
mas Edward Carey of
Lambertville, and a sis-
ter, Maureen Carey Pol-
lock of Delray Beach,
Fla.

A Memorial Mass was
held on Tuesday, April

20, at the Church of Saint Anne in
Garwood.

Funeral arrangements were under
the direction of the Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home in
Westfield.

April 22, 2004

Daniel A. Corona, 87, of Fanwood
died on Thursday, April 15, at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Born in Bethlehem, Pa., he had
resided in Raritan prior to moving to
Fanwood 49 years ago.

A 1936 graduate of Somerville
High School, Mr. Corona had been
employed with American Cyanamid
in Bridgewater for 40 years before
retiring as general manager in 1980.
Afterwards, he was a door greeter at
Caldor in the Blue Star Shopping
Center.

He was a member of St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
UNICO.

Surviving are his wife, Camille
Caruso Corona; two daughters,
Danielle Vasi and Denise Corona;
three brothers, Carmen Corona, Ber-
nard Corona and Monsignor Michael
Corona of St. Phillip and St. James
Roman Catholic Church in
Phillipsburg, and a granddaughter.

The funeral was held on Monday,
April 19, from the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Mass was then offered
at St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Church. Interment followed at Hill-
side Cemetery in Scotch Plains.

Memorial donations may be made
to the St. Jude’s Children’s Research
Hospital, P.O. Box 1000, Depart-
ment 300, Memphis, Tenn. 38148-
0552.

April 22, 2004

Judge John J. Ryan, 92, Navy Veteran;
Law Firm Partner and Assemblyman

Helen Van Iderstine, 95
Helen Van Iderstine, 95, of

Ormond Beach, Fla. died on Thurs-
day, April 15, at the Florida Hospi-
tal at Ormond Beach.

Born in Newark, she had lived in
Scotch Plains for 25 years before
relocating to Ormond Beach in 1972.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Paul K. Van Iderstine, in 1978,
and by a son, Robert Reilly, in 2000.

Surviving are a son, James B.
Reilly of Cordele, Ga.; a daughter,
Nancy Abrams of Briar Cliff Manor,
N.Y.; a brother, Harold Solinger of
Clearwater, Fla.; a sister, Bertha
Timens of Toms River; 12 grand-
children and 12 great-grandchildren.

Visitation will take place from
10 to 11 a.m. today, Thursday, April
22, at the Gray Funeral Home, 318
East Broad Street in Westfield. Fu-
neral services will be at 11 a.m. at
the funeral home. Burial will fol-
low at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

April 22, 2004

Judge John Joseph Ryan, 92, of
Burr Ridge, Ill. died on Friday, April
16, at the King Brauwert Nursing
Home in Burr Ridge.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., he had
also lived in Breezy Point, N.Y. and
in Westfield.

A judge of the New York Criminal
Court and the New York State Court
of Claims, he also was an acting
judge of the New York Supreme Court
between 1964 and 1982. Earlier, he
was a New York State Assemblyman.

Judge Ryan was a partner in the
law firm of Murphy, Block, Sullivan
& Sawyer, later Sullivan, Sawyer &
Ryan. He maintained a private prac-
tice in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, through
1992.

He was President of the St. John’s

University Alumni Association and a
United States Navy veteran.

He was predeceased by his first
wife of 55 years, Eileen Keegan Ryan;
his second wife, Capitola Murphy
Ryan, and a grandson, Pierce Joseph
Ryan.

Surviving are two sons, Robert
Emmett Ryan of Clarendon Hills,
Ill. and John Pierce Ryan of Westfield;
a daughter, Mary Beth Ryan of
Greensboro, N.C., and six grand-
children.

Services were held Monday, April
19, at the Holy Trinity Roman Catho-
lic Church in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

April 22, 2004
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First Baptist Members Help
Abused Women in Tijuana

WESTFIELD — On Sunday, April
25, members of a mission team from
the First Baptist Church of Westfield
will describe their recent trip to
Tijuana, Mexico during the 10:30
a.m. worship service.

During the week of April 3 to 10,
eight adults and six youth from the
church assisted American Baptist
missionaries Ray and Adalia
Schellinger, who are working with
the women of the Baja Baptist
Churches in an effort to help victims
of domestic violence.

Before returning home in time for
Easter Sunday services on April 11,
the First Baptist team spent the week
digging ditches and trenches, manu-
ally mixing and pouring cement, and
constructing a foundation for a secu-
rity fence on an abandoned property
for a new shelter for abused women
and children.

An absence of traditional social
support structures and services, along
with economic hardships and a soci-
etal acceptance of violence, have all
been cited as contributing factors to
widespread domestic violence in the
Tijuana area, the First Baptist team

learned.
In Tijuana, with a population of

over one million, there is only one
shelter for victims of domestic vio-
lence, which is operated by the gov-
ernment.

For years, the Baja Baptist women
have envisoned inaugurating a shel-
ter called “Deborah House” that will
help women and children move from
situations of severe abuse into a life
full of hope and promise.

The First Baptist team raised funds
that not only supported their trip but
also paid for construction materials,
supplies and Mexican labor for the
professional engineering of the
security fence.

“The experience and need is so
immense that we plan to return to
follow up with the completion of the
shelter,” said Alan Greenlaw, a
member of First Baptist and the
coordinator of the trip.

The team consists of Linda, Elliott
and Allison Johnson, Alan, Jeff and
Pam Greenlaw, Erin Klein, David
Torres and Donnie Turlington of
Westfield; the Reverend Jeremy and
Laural Montgomery of Fanwood; the
Reverend Louis Ruprecht and Judy
Wahrenberger of Califon.

All are welcome to attend the
team’s presentation on Sunday at the
church, located at 170 Elm Street in
Westfield.Family Skate Nights

To Begin at the Armory
WESTFIELD – The Westfield High

School Ice Hockey Association
(WHSIHA) and Westfield Recreation
Department will co-host family skate
nights (rollerblading) at the Westfield
Armory on six Fridays from 7 to 9 p.m.
They will be held April 23 and 30, May
7 and 21, and June 4 and 11.

Skaters will be charged a $5 admis-
sion fee. Snacks and WHSIHA mer-
chandise will be available for sale.

Participants can rollerblade or work
on their roller hockey skills. Members
of the Westfield High School Varsity
and Junior Varsity Ice Hockey Teams
will participate in the events.

FBPA Meeting on Tap
At Chelsea April 26

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Busi-
ness and Professional Association will
meet at 7 p.m. on Monday, April 26, at
the new independent living section of
The Chelsea at Fanwood, located at 295
South Avenue.

As part of the agenda, Mark Massa,
President of Advertising Alliance, will
discuss the Fanwood Street Fair slated
for Sunday, June 27.

Any Fanwood business owner is
welcome to join the group. For further
information, please call Peter at (908)
322-1800

Dr. Richard W. Renfree, 50, Professor;
Scientist, Author and Patent Holder

Dr. Richard W. Renfree, 50, of
Scotch Plains died on Tuesday, April
20, at Robert Wood Johnson Medical
Center in New Brunswick.

Born in Manhattan, N.Y., he had
lived in Westfield before settling in
Scotch Plains in 1995.

Dr. Renfree was an Assistant Re-
search Professor in the Department
of Ceramics and Materials Engineer-
ing at Rutgers University and a project
leader in the Advanced Materials via
Immiscible Polymer Processing
(AMIPP) Center.

He had been an integral member of
the core research projects and had also
taught multiple courses in the Packag-
ing Science and Engineering program.

He was the author or co-author of
over 50 technical publications and
one book, and held seven patents in
the areas of polymer materials and
plastics recycling.

Dr. Renfree received numerous and
varied state and federal awards, in-
cluding the Thomas Alva Edison
Award from the Research and Devel-
opment Council of New Jersey in
2001; the Civil Engineering Research
Foundation Charles Pankow Award,
and several environmental awards.

His many inventions include sev-
eral types of structural recycled plas-
tic lumber that are at various stages
of commercial development for use
as a substitute for chemically-treated

wood in railroad ties, vehicular
bridges and marine pilings.

A well-known bridge that reflected
his knowledge was built last year in
Wharton State Forest near Atsion,
made totally of recycled plastic.

Dr. Renfree received a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Physics with honors
and a Master of Science and Doctoral
degrees in Mechanics and Materials
Science, all from Rutgers University.

He was a coach for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Girls Baseball As-
sociation and also played guitar in a
rock and roll band.

Surviving are his loving wife,
Maryann Hart Renfree; his cherished
sons and daughter, William Renfree,
Mark Renfree and Samantha Renfree,
and dear sister, Martha Renfree. He
was also the son-in-law of Thomas
and Eileen Hart; brother-in-law of
Eileen and Michael Hancock and Patti
McKeon, and the uncle of Elizabeth
and James McKeon and Meghan
Hancock. Also surviving are his child-
hood and best friends, Jay and Gail.

Visitation will take place from 2 to 4
and from 7 to 9 p.m. today, Thursday,
April 22, at the Rossi Funeral Home,
1937 Westfield Avenue in Scotch
Plains. A Funeral Mass will be offered
at 10 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, April 23,
at the Parish Community of St. Helen,
1600 Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

Donations in lieu of flowers may
be made to Richard’s children and
will be accepted at the funeral home.

April 22

Community/Religious News

Comparative Religions
Discussed at Forum

WESTFIELD — The Reverend
Dee Dee Turlington, Senior Pastor of
the First Baptist Church of Westfield,
is presently leading an adult forum
on “Comparative World Religions.”

This forum meets on Sundays from
9:15 to 10:15 a.m. in the church
lounge and will explore views of the
deity, humanity, evil and inclusion
held by six major religions.

Additionally, Sunday School
classes for children of all ages, plus
an adult Bible Study class, meet at 9
a.m.

The Tuesday evening Bible Study
at First Baptist is currently focusing
on the Book of Genesis. Led by the
Reverend Lou Ruprecht, Minister of
Adult Education, the group meets
from 7:15 to 8 p.m. in the church
lounge.

The First Baptist Church is lo-
cated at 170 Elm Street. For more
information on either class, please
call (908) 233-2278 or email
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Holy Trinity Alumni
Plan Various Events

For Reunion Weekend
WESTFIELD –  Holy Trinity High

School alumni are invited to join
their classmates this Memorial Day
weekend for a reunion that will in-
clude several opportunities to get
reacquainted with old friends.

The celebration will kick off with
a Friday Night Social at the Ameri-
can Legion Hall, followed by a Sat-
urday picnic at Tamaques Park and a
Sunday Communion Breakfast at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield.

The activities will culminate with
a gala dinner-dance to be held in the
Holy Trinity School gymnasium on
Sunday night.

Registration is required for each
event. Invitation/response information
is available on the Alumni web site at
www.holytrinityalumniassociation.com.
Interested individuals may also call
Bobbee Town Mulvee at (908) 233-
1859.

The Arc Walks to Benefit
Developmentally Disabled

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Arc of
Union County will participate in
“Step Up For The Arc – Walk 2004”
on Saturday, May 15, in conjunction
with The Arc of New Jersey and 16
other county chapters of The Arc.

“Walk 2004” is the third annual
statewide walkathon to benefit The
Arc of New Jersey, a non-profit ad-
vocacy and service organization sup-
porting people with developmental
disabilities and their families.

The Arc of Union County walk
will start at 10 a.m. Registration will
begin at 9 a.m. that day at the Union
County Vocational/Technical
Schools, located at 1776 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains. Last year’s

event raised more than $250,000
statewide.

The Arc of Union County main-
tains five vocational training cen-
ters; a supported/ extended employ-
ment center; three special needs pro-
grams; a summer camp in Rahway;
The Arc Bright Beginnings Child
Care Development Center in
Cranford, which has an early inter-
vention program; The Arc Kohler
School in Mountainside, and 23 group
homes.

For more information about Step
Up For The Arc — Walk 2004, please
call (908) 754-7826 or visit
www.arcnj.org and click on the Step
Up For The Arc — Walk 2004 logo.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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By MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 40
Hometown: With pride, Mrs.

Comeau calls herself “an Army brat.”
Before moving to Scotch Plains 15
years ago, she lived in Massachu-
setts, Virginia, California, New
Hampshire and Maine.

Education: At the Fashion Insti-
tute of Technology in New York, she
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Fine Arts. She received a bachelor’s
degree in education at Kean Univer-
sity in Union, and obtained a master’s
degree in education from Mary Grove
College in Dearborn, Mich.

Previous Experience: Prior to en-
tering the field of education, Mrs.
Comeau was employed as a fashion
designer for companies like Macy’s
and Liz Claiborne for 10 years. She
taught fourth grade for four years at
Coles Elementary School in Scotch
Plains, and fifth grade for one year at
Terrill Middle School. Currently she
is teaching the gifted and talented
program at Terrill – a post she has
held for one year.

I Knew I Reached My Students
When: “During Teacher Apprecia-
tion Week, the high school students
are asked to write back to a teacher
who influenced them. I love receiv-
ing those notes and being reminded
of the impact I have,” she told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

What I Love About the School
District: I work with the best and
most dedicated people,” she stated.
“They are extremely supportive and
treat each other like family. I also love
working and living in this town. Liv-
ing here gives me a greater feeling of
giving back to the community.”

Mrs. Comeau added, “Being rec-
ognized outside of the school is great

Concepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & Thought

Dinner/Dance Fundraiser
To Aid Park School Chorus

MBS Plans Summer SAT,
PSAT, and SAT II Courses

MORRISTOWN – The
Morristown-Beard School (MBS) in
Morristown will host a summer pro-
gram that will teach the
strategies and tech-
niques necessary to
master the PSAT, the
SAT, and the SAT II
Writing tests.

Scotch Plains resi-
dent Ellen Allegra, a
renowned test prepara-
tion expert, will be on
campus beginning
Monday, June 28, to
conduct intensive two-
week courses on each
of these three tests.

A former tenured
teacher from a New Jersey Blue Rib-
bon School District and three-time
“Who’s Who Among America’s
Teachers” nominee, Mrs. Allegra has
been teaching her unique test-taking
methods for the past 10 years. She
has consistently raised scores for stu-
dents at all levels of ability.

Mrs. Allegra has also earned the
Bernard Schwartz Memorial Award
and a key role working for the Dis-
covery Channel as an educational

consultant.
In addition to her hands-on test

preparation workshops, Mrs. Allegra
is currently working on
a book to help students
handle the challenges
of the new SAT that
will, as of 2005, con-
tain grammar ques-
tions, higher level math
questions and an es-
say.

Mrs. Allegra’s
courses at MBS will
run in conjunction with
the school’s success-
ful Specialty Camp
schedule. PSAT classes
are for students in

grades 7 to 9, SAT and SAT II classes
are slated for students in grades 10 to
12.

Classes will not exceed nine stu-
dents, books will be provided, and the
class will be conducted in a comfort-
able, air-conditioned classroom.
Space is extremely limited.

For more information and to re-
ceive a brochure, please contact
Morristown-Beard at (973) 539-
3032.

Ellen Allegra

Winston School Will Host
Pops Fundraiser on May 1

SHORT HILLS – The Winston
School in Short Hills will host the
annual Winston Pops Fundraiser on
Saturday, May 1, at 7 p.m. at The
North Maple Inn in Basking Ridge.

Cocktails, dinner, dancing with
Tim McCloone and the Shirleys, a
live and silent auction and a raffle are
planned.

The event will also honor two of
the school’s volunteers, Jerry Gra-
ham and Tine Graham.

Jerry, a partner with Graham,
Curtin and Sheridan in Morristown,
is a longtime member of the Winston
School Board of Trustees. He will be

honored for his dedication and the
time he devotes to the school and its
programs.

An artist, Tine is also being hon-
ored for her countless hours of vol-
unteer work and commitment to The
Winston School.

All proceeds from this event, which
is sponsored by the Winston School
Board of Trustees, will benefit edu-
cational programming for the stu-
dents.

For more information on the
fundraiser or The Winston School,
please call Mrs. McDonough at (973)
379-4114.

HELPING OTHERS…The fourth grade students at Wilson Elementary School
in Westfield participated in its Fourth Annual Sandwich Day. The pupils gathered
at lunchtime in the gymnasium to assemble sandwiches, which were donated to St.
Joseph’s Service Center in Elizabeth. Local merchants donated sandwich ingre-
dients. The students were proud of their efforts and their ability to help individuals
in need. Pictured, left to right, are: Stephanie Tepper and Sarah Friedman.

Westfield Bd. of Education
Sets Organizational Meeting
WESTFIELD — At the Tuesday,

April 27, meeting of the Westfield Board
of Education, members will elect a
president and vice president to serve
through April of 2005.

Arlene Gardner, who held the posi-
tion as president for three years, will be
stepping down from that post, but will
remain as a board member.

Board members Ginny Leiz, Richard
Solomon, and Julia Walker, who ran
unopposed in the school board election,
will be sworn in prior to the meeting to

serve another three-year term.
The meeting will be held in room

105 at 302 Elm Street at 8 p.m. A
complete agenda will be available on
Monday, April 26, in the office of Board
Secretary/Business Administrator Rob-
ert Berman at 302 Elm Street and on
www.westfieldnj.com.

All public meetings of the Westfield
Board of Education are taped and may
be viewed on Channel 36 on Tuesdays
at 8 a.m., 3 and 11 p.m. and Thursdays
at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.

Sonya Smith-Garner of SP
Receives Club Scholarship

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Union
County Club, The National Associa-
tion of Negro Business & Profes-
sional Women’s Clubs, Inc., has an-
nounced that Sonya Smith-Garner
will be one of six graduating seniors
to receive a scholarship.

Sonya is the captain of the varsity
cheerleading squad and participates
in Students Concerned for the Needy.
She plans to attend Johnson & Wales
University, majoring in Hotel Man-
agement.

She will receive the scholarship
during the club’s 32nd Annual
Founders’ Day Luncheon on Satur-
day, April 24, at The Westwood in

Garwood.
The club will also present a com-

munity service award to Delois
Dawson of Plainfield, the Business
Man Award to Frank Coit of
Plainfield, the Professional Woman
Award to Dr. Roxie James of
Piscataway, and the Business Woman
Award to Ernestine Darweesh of
Newark.

Annie Lucas, the Northeast Dis-
trict Vice Governor will present the
National Club’s highest award, The
Sojourner Truth Award to Chessie
Dently Roberts of Elizabeth.

Beverly King, is the Union County
Club President.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Park
Middle School Parents Association
will host a dinner/dance fundraiser
to enable a trip by the school’s sev-
enth and eighth grade chorus to par-
ticipate in its first-ever statewide
chorus competition at Dorney Park
in Pennsylvania.

The statewide chorus competition
will be held on Friday, June 4.

The dinner/dance will be held on
Friday, May 7, from 7 to 11 p.m. at
the All Saints’ Episcopal Church Hall,
which is located directly across the
street from Park School.

Tickets are $25 for adults only,
which includes dinner and a raffle
ticket. Classic rock and funk music
will be provided throughout the
evening by the Free Radicals.

Raffle items are needed. Individu-
als who donate raffle items receive a
free advertisement in the event’s ad
journal. Otherwise, each ad is $25.

To attract customers, the Parents
Association suggests including a dis-
count or free offer with their adver-
tisements.

For more information, please call
(908) 889-8888.

WESTFIELD – Members of the
Business Coalition for Educational
Excellence (BCEE) at the New Jer-
sey Chamber of Commerce and the
National Board for Professional
Teaching Standards (NBPTS) will
recognize Trista Pollard, a teacher in
Westfield Public Schools, as one of
the state’s 16 most accomplished
teachers.

Ms. Pollard has received National
Board Certification, the hallmark of
professional excellence for teachers.
Teachers who have achieved this cre-
dential have demonstrated their com-
mitment to the highest levels of teach-
ing and student achievement.

Ms. Pollard will be honored today,
April 22, from 4 to 6 pm. at the
Courtyard Marriott in Cranbury.

State Department of Education
Commissioner William Librera will
be in attendance, as well as NBPTS
Vice President Craig Thibaudeau;
Vice President of Workforce Devel-
opment, New Jersey Chamber of
Commerce, Dana Egreczky; State
Assemblyman Bill Baroni; Director
of Professional Development for the
New Jersey Education Association
Deborah Conway; and State Farm
Insurance Public Affairs Specialist
Ryan Salonia.

When the program for National
Board Certification commenced,
only 18 percent of state teachers who
applied actually received the cre-

dential. Through the National Board
Network and ongoing recruitment
efforts, the BCEE has helped New
Jersey’s passing rate climb to 31
percent and quadrupled the number
of applicants.

C O L L E G E - B O U N D . . . A b i g a i l
Rosenblatt of Scotch Plains has been
accepted by Johnson & Wales Univer-
sity in Providence, R.I. The daughter
of Laura Friedland of Scotch Plains,
Abigail will graduate in 2004 from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
She plans to major in restaurant man-
agement/hospitality.

Strategic Plan Adopted
For WF Public Schools

WESTFIELD – At the Westfield
Board of Education meeting on April
14, the district’s 2003-2008 Strate-
gic Plan was unanimously adopted.

The plan includes a mission state-
ment, beliefs and action steps for the
Westfield Public Schools. A total of 35
action steps have been developed in
the areas of curriculum, professional
development, student climate, com-
munity engagement and resources.

The entire Strategic Plan is posted
on the district website at
www.westfieldnj.com.

Drafted by a Strategic Planning
Committee that was comprised of
approximately 50 members, includ-
ing residents, teachers, students,
school administrators and board of

education officials, the plan is the
second for the school district, both
under the direction of Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr. William Foley.

“The Strategic Plan represents six
months of work that began with brain-
storming sessions and concluded with
a direction for the school district for
the next several years,” noted Dr.
Foley.

“In addition to the contents of the
plan, an important consequence of
its creation included strengthening
of school/community partnerships,
affirmation of the community’s and
staff’s vision for the future, and con-
tinued focus of improving our stu-
dents’ performance at all levels,”
stated Dr. Foley.

SPECIAL SCHOLAR…Edward Jackson of Scotch Plains receives the Engineer
Scholar Award at Berklee College of Music’s Annual Spring Awards. Pictured,
left to right, are: Music Production and Engineering Department Chairman
Rob Jaczko, Edward, and Professor Carl Beatty. Edward was recognized for
outstanding musical and academic achievement. A 2000 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, Edward is the son of Mr. and Mrs. C. Jackson of
Scotch Plains. He will graduate with Honors this May as a Music Production
Engineer from Berklee College of Music in Boston.

because children yell out your name
in the local A&P.” During such shop-
ping trips, she said her husband, who
glows upon such an occasion, con-
siders her to be as popular as a rock
star.

Favorite Topic to Teach: “Any sub-
ject because I love to delve into new
information and make it interesting
for the students,” she said.

The Future of Education in America:
“It is changing at a rapid pace and I see
technology as key to preparing children
for the workforce,” said Mrs. Comeau.
“But, I see the needs for basics like
writing as still essential to communicat-
ing in the future.”

“Great ideas go nowhere if they
can’t be passed on,” she said.

My Goal As An Educator: “I want
my students prepared to think out-
side of the box, work to their fullest
potential, never give up and make a
difference in their communities,” she
told The Leader/Times.

Home Life: Mrs. Comeau has been
married for 14 years. She loves to
travel and considers herself “an Iron
Chef.”

“I’m also handy with power tools
and constantly feel the need to re-
decorate,” she noted.

Nat’l Board Certification
Earned by Trista Pollard
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SPECIAL CLASSES FOR SENIORS & CHILDREN 5 TO 8

HATHA, ASHTANGA, KUNDALINI, RAJA, MEDITATION
Monday May 10, from 4:00 to 6:30 pm
Thursday May 13, from 2:00 to 5:00 pm
Saturday May 8, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Monday May 17, from 4:00 to 6:30 pm

Call for a brochure or visit www.nicolesyogacenter.com

NICOLE’S YOGA CENTER, LLC
94 NORTH AVE. GARWOOD  •  (908) 789-6426

Nicole has taught more than 22,000 Yoga classes in NJ since 1980

OPEN HOUSE DAYS:

NEW PROGRAM
STARTS MAY 17

YOGA

24 CLASSES

PER WEEK

SINCE 1988

FREE
Introductory

Class

Saturday, May 1 @ 12:10 pm
Wednesday, May 12 @ 8:30 pm

or by appointment

One week or the 
whole summer. 

For children ages 3-15 

Spots are still available 
in many of our 
traditional full day 

camps like Blue Sky 
and Sunshine, our  half 

day preschool camps 
and our Caravan and 
Teen Express travel 
camps.  Some other 
camps still available.   
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Summer Day Camp 2004 

Westfield Area Y * 220 Clark St. 
Westfield, NJ  07090 

908-233-2700 
www.westfieldynj.org 

Jacquelyn Cusimano
Named to Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Saint Joseph’s

University in Philadelphia, Pa. has
announced that Jacquelyn Cusimano
of Westfield received Dean’s List
Honors for the fall 2003 semester.

A sophomore and the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Cusimano of
Westfield, Jacquelyn is majoring in
elementary/special education. She is
a 2002 graduate of Westfield High
School.

Newark Academy Reports
Winter Term Honors Pupils

Westfield Honors pupils include:
sixth grader Emily Harris, eighth
grader Emily Bluck, freshmen Annie
Greenberg and Nina Subhas, juniors
Arielle Confino, Daniel Forman, and
Adam Subhas, as well as seniors
Paul Cobuzzi and Eric Weinberg.

Scotch Plains Honors pupils in-
clude: sixth grader Giulia Mercuri,
seventh grader Amit Parekh, and
freshman Alex Smith.

Berkeley Heights residents were
also named as Honors pupils, includ-
ing seventh grader Max Jacobson,
eighth grader Rebecca Shulman, and
sophomore Tracy Jacobson.

 

Caren Comeau
Gifted and Talented Program Teacher,

Terrill Middle School, Scotch Plains

LIVINGSTON – Newark Acad-
emy in Livingston has announced
that students from Westfield, Scotch
Plains, and Berkeley Heights have
earned High Honors and Honors for
the winter 2004 term.

To qualify for High Honors, stu-
dents must earn grades of “A-” or
above for each course taken. Honors
distinction is given to pupils who
achieved grades of “B-” or above for
every course taken.

High Honors students include: jun-
ior Julien Cobert of Westfield and
Karishma Katti, a freshman from
Berkeley Heights.

Back To Nature

13 Walnut Avenue, Cranford New Jersey

A REAL
HEALTH FOOD

STORE & GROCERY

908-276-4270
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JASLOW WINS AT SECOND SINGLES

Chatham Cougars Down
Blue Devil Netmen, 4-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One good thing to be learned about
an early-season loss to a quality team
is that it gives the losing team a clear
vision of what improvement is needed
to jump into the quality mix. The
visiting Chatham High School boys
tennis team dealt the Westfield boys
a 4-1 loss at Tamaques Park courts on
April 15 to give them that vision.

“Chatham is a great program and
that’s why we play them. We go
outside the conference to play the
best teams we can,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach George Kapner. “As far
as our guys, I don’t think we put up
much of an effort today, to be honest
with you. Nobody performed well.”

To the Blue Devil’s credit, three of
their players have been recovering

PINIAT FIRES SHUTOUT; KASKIW KNOCKS IN WINNER

Raider Softballers Silence
Cranford Cougar Girls, 1-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Some questions about the strength
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School softball team were answered
in a pitchers’ duel against powerful
Cranford in Scotch Plains on April

15. The Raiders received fine pitch-
ing from sophomore Elaine Piniat,
fine game calling by senior catcher
Shanayia Willis, defensive agility
from shortstop Melissa Sette and a
key game-ending RBI double by
sophomore centerfielder Kellie

Kaskiw in the bottom of the seventh
inning to pull out a 1-0 victory.

Piniat permitted four hits and two
walks while fanning nine. Cougar
pitcher Elena Norge scattered eight hits,
struck out eight and issued one walk.

“It really feels good and I believe
in these girls. That’s all I can say,”
said Raider Head Coach Kelly Co-

FIRST ANNUAL IRWIN BERNSTEIN AWARDS GIVEN AFTER DISTANCE MEDLEY

Driscoll, Quinn, Onishi, MacNeil Capture
4x800 at Blue Devil Classic Track Relays

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore Meg Driscoll, senior
Deenie Quinn and juniors Annie
Onishi and Emily MacNeil gave
Westfield High School (WHS) its
only first place at the Blue Devil
Classic Track and Field Relays at
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on April

17. The Blue Devil girls also grabbed
a second place, a fourth place and
four fifth places while the Blue Devil
boys took two seconds and a fourth.

Driscoll finished the first leg in
2:23.8 and handed off to Quinn who
completed her leg in 2:28.5. Onishi
picked up the pace, gained some
ground on the Voorhees leader and
finished the third leg in 2:24.6. When
MacNeil got the baton, she trailed by
12 meters but made up the difference
and actually led by three yards after
the first lap. From there, she ex-
tended her lead, finished her leg in
2:15.8 and crossed the finish line to
give the Blue Devils a time of 9:32.7
– three seconds off the meet record
and 3.3 seconds off the WHS record.
Voorhees finished second in 9:38.5

“I went out pretty strong and then
I tried to pass and kicked it in strong
at the last 200. We all looked really
strong,” said MacNeil who added,
“Their (Voorhees) lineup seemed
different this week.”

“Emily really brought it in,” stated
Onishi. “Deenie and Meg really had
great races. They are awesome!”

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood four-
some of Kim Appezzato, Aja Bundy,

Laura Harrison and Mary Shashaty
finished third in the 4x800 with a
time of 9:50.2. Receiving the baton
in third place to begin the second leg,
Bundy, who usually specializes in
200-meter and 400-meter distances,
actually passed Quinn early in the
second lap for a brief period.

Describing the experience, Bundy
said, “It’s weird because the long
distance runners have to pick it up a
little more and I have to keep my
speed for a longer time.”

Shashaty, a specialist in the 1,600
meters and 3,200 meters, who ran
the anchor, said,

“We practiced a few days instead
of long distance workouts, we ta-
pered and really just went out there
and ran as hard as we could,” she
explained. “It’s a hard race. I think
it’s harder than the 1600.”

Blue Devils Alison Petrow at 33’
6” and Caroline Sheridan at 32’1”

placed second in the team shot put
with a distance of 65’7” – a new
WHS record. Petrow at 92’2” and
Christina Henry at 80 feet placed
fifth in the discus with a distance of
172’2”. The Raiders placed third in
the discus with a distance of 180’9”.
Blue Devils Sheridan and Robyn
Streit placed fifth in the javelin with
a distance of 156’7”. The Governor
Livingston Highlanders took fourth
in the event at 157 feet and Raiders
Michelle Regg and Carly Wells tied
for sixth at 155’1”.

“We have a very good core of
senior athletes. Caroline Sheridan
and Ali Petrow did an outstanding
job during the indoor season. We
have a very good nucleus and good
freshmen and sophomores. For the
first time in our program’s history,
we are balanced cross wise,” said
Blue Devil Field Coach Thom

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING THE HANDOFF IN THE DMR…Blue Devil Brendan Egan receives
the handoff from Kris Kagen in the distance medley relay. Kagen, Egan, Rob
Broadbent and Jeff Perrella placed second in the event.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE HANDOFF IN THE 4X800…Blue Devil Deenie Quinn receives
the baton from Meg Driscoll in the 4x800 relay. Driscoll, Quinn, Annie Onishi
and Emily MacNeil placed first in the event.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A HARD RETURN…Blue Devil Rich Moran makes a wicked return
in his first singles match with Chatham’s Yohei Shogi.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING FOR HOME…Raider Elaine Piniat rounds third base and heads for
home to score the winning run against Cranford.
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Watchung Warriors Set Back
Blue Devil Baseballers, 13-1

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hitting the ball was not a scarcity
and neither was pitching excellence
for the Watchung Hills High School
baseball Warriors, who benefited
from both to overcome No. 15,
Westfield, 13-1, in a five-inning, 10-
run mercy rule contest in the cham-
pionship round of the First Annual
Carl Riccio baseball tournament on
April 17 at Frank Matullo Field in
Warren. Warrior star hurler Matt
Eckhardt scattered two hits, fanned
four Blue Devils and walked two to
be named Warrior MVP.

Westfield lefty pitcher John Boyd,
who took the loss, allowed nine hits,
struck out six batters and walked two
in four innings. Blue Devil lefty Greg
Psomes came in to relieve in the
fifth. Second baseman Tom Ricciuti
was selected as the Blue Devil MVP.

“This was a real good tournament
and it feels great to be named the
MVP here, even though we did not
win; obviously I’m not happy about
that,” said Ricciuti. “Last year we
won here, so I was real psyched to
play here and I thought we could win
it. We did well in the first game
against Par. Hills where we put up a
lot of runs. Today, we didn’t hit real
well and their kid (Eckhardt) got
ahead of us with his fastball and shut
us down pretty much. Additionally,

every ball we hit hard went pretty
directly at a fielder, so we didn’t have
things going our way today. We need
to come back strong next week, play
the way we can and we can’t let this
loss get to our heads.”

Westfield managed to keep the
Warriors at bay somewhat by allow-
ing an RBI single in the top of the
first inning. The 5-1 Blue Devils,
who were the home team, took a 1-0
lead in the bottom of the first inning.
Leadoff hitter Bill Hearon scorched
a single to left and stirred up the dirt
at second on a steal. Second baseman
Mike Diaz was awarded a free pass
and Ricciuti stepped to the plate and
stung a single scoring Hearon.

The 2-2 Warriors jumped all over
the Blue Devils with three runs in the
second, which included a three-run
home run by Kyle Higgins. After the
Blue Devil bats were silenced in the
third, the Warriors added three runs
in the third to extend the lead to, 7-1,
then broke open the game with three
more in the fourth, which included
homers by Mike Gatti and Jim
Petkovski.

“I started out the game somewhat
slow and I found I didn’t have my
stuff,” said Boyd. “I thought I was
coming back a little when we were
down, 4-1. Unfortunately, I felt that
every mistake I made they capital-
ized right back. Every pitch that

moved a little too far in the zone they
hit on it real hard. The curve ball was
not breaking very well and I threw
the fastball way too much and that
started the downhill spiral.”

Three runs crossed the plate in the
fifth, highlighted by a two-run triple
from Higgins, and the Blue Devils’
inability to answer in the bottom of
the fifth ended the game.

“Our last game played was a heart-
breaker, when we lost, 2-1, in the
bottom of the seventh,” said Warrior
Head Coach Mario Diaz. “Our kids
came back and played really well
today, they were resilient and they
made it happen for Carl. “In conclu-
sion, I wish to express that it was
really a class act what The Westfield
Leader newspaper, the Westfield fans
and the Westfield baseball coaching
staff and team did in honoring Carl
and making this tournament a total
success. We thank all of you!”
Watchung Hills 133 33 13
Westfield 100 00 1

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated.

If you have been dreaming about a home of your own...Don’t miss
this wonderful Westfield Colonial Bungalow! In mint condition and
packed with charm, arches, corner cupboards, gleaming oak flooring,
fireplace, and more—this spacious 7 room home offers 3 bedrooms, 2
baths and is set on a beautiful deep property close to schools, town,
and NYC transportation. Offered at $449,000.

Just Listed

For additional information or a private tour, please call:
Carol Tener

NJAR Circle of Excellence—2000-2003 Gold Award

Call Direct: (908) 233-2243
600 North Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090

Office: (908) 233-0065
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For more information ... contact the Roselle Golf
Club at 908-245-7175 or our Membership chairman at
908-403-0964
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Viking S’ballers Stop
Holy Family, Angels

The Union Catholic High School
softball team pulled off a double
victory on April 17. The Vikings
scored a 3-2, 10-inning victory over
Holy Family at the St. Dominic Invi-
tational in Jersey City and added a 5-
2 victory over Holy Angels at Lin-
coln Park.

Viking Danielle Chapla pitched
the final four innings and allowed
one run on four hits. In the bottom of
the 10th, Chapla, who was on second
base, advanced to third on an infield
single by Angela Belotta and scored
the winner on a wild pitch.

Against Holy Angels, Casey
DePalma and Brittany Steiner each
rapped RBI singles in a three-run
eighth inning.

Arbes Nips Shallcross in Playoff
For Blue Devil Invt’l Golf Title
Westfield High School sophomore

Jimmy Arbes nipped Blue Devil jun-
ior Ryan Shallcross on the first play-
off hole to capture the individual title
of the 12-hole Blue Devil Invita-
tional golf tournament at Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield on April
19. Bergen Catholic, ranked No. 3 in
the state, took the team title with a
total of 326 (six players counting per
team) while No. 1 Westfield placed
sixth with a total of 336.

The competitors played on the front
nine plus the 10th, 17th and 18th
holes Arbes and Shallcross each fin-
ished with a one-over-par 48 and
proceeded to the first playoff hole,
the par-4, 425-yard ninth where each
began play from 200 yards from the
pin. Arbes approached with a five

iron and two putted while Shallcross
ripped a four iron over the green and
out of contention.

Representing No. 9 St. Joseph’s of
Montvale, Andrew Giuliani, the son
of former New York City Mayor Rudy
Giuliani, finished third with a two-
over-par 49 after edging Toms River
North’s Sutkin Lee Wuesthoff, who
also came in at 49, in a playoff.
Shallcross and Arbes began play on
the fourth hole and were paired with
Wuesthoff, who was the 2003 U.S.
Girls Junior champion and winner of
the last two girls Tournament of
Champions, and her teammate, Marc
Issler.

TEAM SCORES:
1. Bergen Catholic (BC) 326, 2. St.

Joseph’s (SJ) 329 (won playoff for sec-
ond), 3. St. Augustine (SA) 329, 4. Main-
land (M) 330, 5. Old Tappan (OT) 332, 6.
Westfield (W) 336, 7. Toms River North
(TRN) 342, 8. Delbarton (D) 343

INDIVIDUAL SCORES:
1. Arbes (W) 48, 2. Shallcross (W) 48, 3.

Giuliani (SJ) 49, 4. Wuesthoff (TRN) 49, 5.
Issler (TRN), Mark Costanza (BC), Brian
Mackey (SJ) 50, 8. James Kim (OT), Van
Esprito (BC), Ryan Owens (SA), Jared
Bear (M) 51, 12. John Losco (M), John
Olsen (BC) 52, 14. Tyler Barnes-Wolf (OT),
Matt Matalucci (SA), Eric Mintz (M) 53

Local High School Boys
Varsity Baseball Results:

APRIL 15:
Governor Livingston 8, Ridge 4

Highlander Jason Hollowell
smashed a grand slam in the 10th
inning to stun the 19th-ranked Red
Devils.

APRIL 16:
Westfield 4, Manalapan 2

Tom Ricciuti had two hits and two
RBIs for the 5-0 Blue Devils while
Mike Murray and Ken Wichoski each
had an RBI.
Governor Livingston 11, Dayton 3

Jason Hollowell cracked a three-
run homer and Bryan Beal had three
hits, including a two-run homer for
the 4-2 Highlanders.
Cranford 10, South Plainfield 0

Cougar Jason Occi tossed a one-
hitter and fanned six Tigers in the
five-inning game. Ryan Duffy had
two doubles and four RBIs for the 4-
2 Cougars.

APRIL 17:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 7,
Cranford 6

Raider Kevin Urban ripped a two-
run double in the third and Jamar
Ingram had two singles and a triple
for the Cougars.
Governor Livingston 2, New Provi-
dence 1

Jason Hollowell scored the win-
ning run on Steve Bobko’s RBI single.

APRIL 19:
Westfield (6-1) 8, Linden (2-4) 7

Bryan Power (2-for3, 3 RBI, 3
runs scored) doubled in the tying run
and Billy Hearon brought home the
winner for the Blue Devils. Mike
Loureiro and Dom Principato each
whacked a home run for Linden.

Union (6-1) 15, Elizabeth 10
John Dennis smacked a homer and

had three RBI for Union and Rubin
Borges had four hits and three RBI.

Delbarton Laxers Rap
Blue Devil Boys, 11-1
The Green Wave of Delbarton

demonstrated why they are ranked
No. 1 by rapping No. 9 Westfield,
11-1, in Westfield on April 17.
Taylor Hogarth netted the only
goal for the Blue Devils and Reade
Seligmann flicked in three goals
for the 5-0 Green Wave.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that ordi-
nance as follows was passed and adopted
by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield
at a meeting thereof held on April 20, 2004.

Bernard A Heeney
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO.:  1832

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL
SECTION 8-3.1. DEVELOP-
MENT FEE OF THE CODE OF
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

1 T - 4/22/04, The Leader Fee: $13.26

CRANFORD $449,900 FANWOOD                                   $529,900 MOUNTAINSIDE $959,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $729,000

PLAINFIELD $269,000

SCOTCH PLAINS                            $439,000 GARWOOD $463,000

WESTFIELD                                  $375,000 WESTFIELD $1,450,000

Welcome to this open and airy 8 room home featuring 4 Bedrooms,
2 full baths, Central Air Conditioning, updated Kitchen, Master
Bedroom suite with fireplace, Formal Dining Room, 2-car garage,
brick paito, private yard, vinyl siding and much more.  Just
moments from shops, schools and NY transportation.  A perfect
choice to call home

Victorian charm and convenient location make this home full of
elegant possibilities.  Lots of space inside and out, 5 fireplaces,
large Kitchen, 3-season porch with Family Room potential,
sparkling diamond-pane windows and more.

Elegant 5 Bedroom, brick center hall Colonial on over one third
acre and backs to Watchung Reservation also includes a spacious
Eat-In Kitchen with adjacent Family Room, 2 fireplaces, minutes
from NY direct train and much more.

Wonderful Split Level on cul-de-sac in the Parkwood Section offers
9 rooms and offers 4 Bedrooms, 3.1 baths, master suite including
a sitting room, 3-sided fireplace and elegant marble bath, Formal
Dining Room, Kitchen with breakfast bar, pantry and hand-painted
tiles, and Living Room with fireplace.  Also featured are pocket
doors, custom closets and picture windows.

Charming, brick front Colonial offers 7 rooms and includes 3
Bedrooms, 1.1 baths, large Living Room with fireplace, large Master
Bedroom, Eat-In Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, large Recreation
room and office in basement.  Located in a desirable neighborhood.
A well cared for home!

New construction complete!  Stunning new home is complete
and ready for the luckiest buyer.  Unsurpassed, top-of-the-line
custom details throughout.  Superior craftsmanship is clearly
evident.  Everything you seek!

Space and charm surround you in this adorable 9-room home.
Includes 3 Bedrooms, 2 full baths, great quiet neighborhood.

Charming home offers 7 rooms and includes 3 generous-sized
Bedrooms, new Kitchen, updated bath, Famliy Room and more.
Many updates.  Conveniently located near town, schools and NY
transportation.

Unique opportunity to own a part of Westfield history!  Circa
1750, gracious Federal-style Colonial on almost one acre, includes
a guest cottage, potting shed and 4-car garage.  Surrounded by
old-fashioned perennial gardens and mature trees, updated for
modern living.  Something special!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EXPLAINING THE PROCEDURES…Blue Devil Head Coach John Turnbull
explains the procedures prior to the Blue Devil Invitational golf tournament.
2003 National Junior girls champion Sutkin Lee Weusthoff, center, of Toms
River North listens intently.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL MVP…Tom Ricciuti was named the Blue Devils’ Most Valuable
Player after the First Annual Carl Riccio baseball tournament.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 22, 2004 Page 13

Blue Devils Driscoll, Quinn, Onishi, MacNeil Capture
4x800 Meters at Blue Devil Classic Track & Field Relays

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Hornish.
In the sprint medley relay, Blue

Devils Ja’net Tiller, Jennell Carter,
Joann Mathew and Miriam Becker-
Cohen came in fifth with a time of
4:30.4. Carter, Jessica Stromer,
Alison Fleder and Tiller took fifth
in the 4x100 at 52.6 and also took
fifth in the 4x200 at 1:51.3. Raid-
ers Regg and Amanda Bobyack
placed fourth in the long jump with
a distance of 27’3.75” and
Appezzato, Danielle Vena, Chelsea
Mintz and Bundy placed fourth in
the 4x400 at 4:18.9.

GL Highlanders Marla Modan,
Laura Ronner, Kathy Dewling and
anchor Christine McCurdy beat out a
Piscataway foursome to win the
shuttle hurdles with a time of 1:09.5.
The event was previously run with
the same result, but the hurdles were
improperly set up, causing a second
running. GL trailed by a sizable
margin at the beginning of the third
leg but Dewling cut the margin some-
what and McCurdy just turned it on
to bring home the victory.

“It all depends on our lineup. We
are pretty good at catching up. It
happens to motivate us more,” said
McCurdy who noted that Teresa
Cavallaro was out of the lineup. “I
sometimes start and she either goes
first or last.”

McCurdy’s older sister Dana, a
two time state qualifier, has been an

inspiration to her. “She’s a major
motivation and a role model. She
runs for Penn. I’d like to be like her.”

GL also placed third in the team
high jump with a height of 9’2”.

The Old Bridge boys distance

medley relay (DMR) team – Chris
Bezeg, Pat Lyman, Kenny Pascale
and Matt Caporaso – and the Sum-
mit girls DMR team – Clare
Needhan, LaToya Simpson, Alisa
Stern and Caroline Mannaerts – re-
ceived the First Annual Irwin
Bernstein Award, in memory of
Westfield resident Irwin Bernstein
who passed away on December 20
at the age of 70. Bernstein had been
a well-known figure in Westfield
track and tennis for decades.

“The Bernsteins were outstand-
ing people. I had the privilege of
teaching both daughters. I had the
good fortune of teaching Brian
(Irwin’s son). I had the good fortune
of working with Irwin,” expressed
Hornish, who assisted in the presen-
tation. “Cross Country season, Irwin
was at every meet. He was always
an inspiration, always making a
positive comment.”

Blue Devils Kris Kagen (1200
meters in 3:25.9), Brendan Egan
(400 meters in 51.5), Rob Broadbent
(800 meters in 2:05.3) and Jeff
Perrella (1600 meters in 4:29.2)
crossed second in the DMR with a
time of 10:52.2. Perrella did man-
age to pick up some ground on the

Old Bridge leader.
“They (Old Bridge) have been

really good for a bunch of years,”
stated Perrella who added. “I stepped
it up this winter. I decided that I
wasn’t just going to use this to stay
in shape for soccer. I was going to
run the best I could.”

Egan (2:02.5), Perrella (2:07.2),
Scott Steinberg (2:08.7) and Kagen
(2:08.9) came in fourth in the 4x800
with a time of 8:28 and Mike Gorski
at 13’6” and Mike Woods at 12’0”
placed second in the pole vault with
a height of 25’6”. Hunterdon
Central’s Mike Tucholski and John
Contursi totaled 28 feet to set a new
meet record. The previous record of
25’6” was set by Scotch Plains-
Fanwood in 1996.

Raiders Marc Fabiano and Tim
Karis placed third in the discus with
a distance of 254’11”. The Raiders
finished fourth in the long jump
with a distance of 36’2.5” and Max
Carow and Rob Ventura took sixth
in the pole vault with a height of
18’6”. Raiders Lamont Hunt, Josh
Liss, Sean Smith and Brian Kopnicki
won the sprint medley relay but
were disqualified when a runner was
ruled out of his lane.

Raider Softballers Silence
Cranford Cougar Girls, 1-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

vert. “Willis and Piniat did an amaz-
ing job. They moved the ball around,
were aware of situations and sat down
some very fine hitters. They oper-
ated like a finely tuned machine and
never gave up for a moment. Defen-
sively, Sette just eats up the ball at
short and Kaskiw is a kid that you
can always depend on. She delivers
and gets the job done.”

Both Piniat and Norge were hot
early and sat down two batters each
respectively in the first. The Cougars
added a threat in the second inning
when Nikki Scampian reached first
on a dropped fly ball that careened
towards second. Sette grabbed the
ball and fired a laser to second for the
force-out.

The Raiders threatened in the third
when Jaimee Easley and Kaskiw
legged out back-to-back bunt singles
and Sette ripped a single past second
to load the bases with one out. Norge
tightened up and escaped the jam by
nailing the runner at home and fan-
ning the next batter.

In the fourth, Cougar Lisa Levonas
thumped a triple to center, but failed
to score when Sette, on a perfect relay
from Kaskiw, fired to the plate to hold
her at third. The Cougars roared in the
sixth with back-to-back singles. With
two out, Levonas stepped to the plate
and ripped a liner to Sette, who made
the play as the Cougar runner charged,
which resulted in an obstruction call
to end the threat.

“It was an amazing game,” ex-
plained Piniat. “In that huge Westfield
setback, the rain forced me to over-

throw and dip down somewhat
whereas I needed to stand tall while
keeping my feet and head down.
Additionally, my coach urged me to
stay strong and not to let one game
bother me. I concentrated on my
mechanics and broke some of the
bad habits. I’m so happy and excited
that we came together as a team. We
had a lot of fun and that relaxed me
on the mound. The engine is tuned
and I feel that there is nothing that
can stop us except ourselves.”

The Raiders lit the scoreboard with
the winning run in the seventh when
Piniat was awarded a free pass, scam-
pered to second and scored when
Kaskiw crushed a double into deep
leftfield.

Kaskiw, who received the game
ball from coach Covert said, “I was
somewhat nervous and excited be-
fore the game and I wasn’t too as-
sured that we could beat them. As far
as the hit was concerned, she served
me one right down the middle, so I
stepped into the pitch and hit it as
hard as I could. It’s a great feeling to
beat Cranford. We fought hard, we
earned it and that’s the team we are.
I believe Cranford discovered that.”

“Teams should not make a mistake
by overlooking us because we are a
team of fighters, and we’ll take the
game away from you in a moment. I
believe Cranford will remember us,”
commented Covert. “It was a total
team effort, and that impressed me
very much.”
Cranford 000 000 0 0
Sc. Pl-Fanwood 000 000 1 1

SCOTCH PLAINS                  $1,800,000

Turn of the Century Victorian located on just shy of an acre.  Five bedrooms, three full baths
and 2 half baths.  The carriage house has an ice cream parlor and overlooks the tennis court
and batting cage.  A conservatory add. overlooks the deck, w/hot tub, and grounds.  Horse
barn. (052009450)

MOUNTAINSIDE                                                                                            $545,000
This home features four bedrooms and two and one half baths.  Hardwood floors through-
out, entertainment sized living room with woodburning fireplace.  Located on over 1/3 acre
of landscaped property with flowering trees and shrubs.  Abundant storage.  Close to school.
(052009373)

WESTFIELD                    $1,759,000

13 rooms - 4 1/2 baths, 3 car garage set upon 1.76 acres with private driveway.  Designer
gourmet kitchen with light cherry cabinetry, 2 Jenn-Air convection ovens, Viking 6 burner gas
cook top, 2 Bosch dishwashers.  Stone inlay, ceramic & hwd. flrs.  Baths feature custom work
incl. marble, stone & hardwoods.  Several large rooms, perfect for related family living.
(052009397)

MOUNTAINSIDE                  $425,000
Well maintianed two bedroom, one and one half bath Ranch.  Living room boasts a vaulted
ceiling and a dramatic wood burning fireplace.  The formal dining room has access to deck.
Enjoy the 3 season Florida room with tile floor.  Expansion possibilities. (052009398)

Magnificent Estate Property Gracious Victorian

One Visit Will Convince YouSunny Split

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IRWIN BERNSTEIN AWARD RECIPIENTS…Liela Bernstein, center, is flanked by the Old Bridge boys on the left and
the Summit girls on the right, who won their respective Distance Medley Relay events. Blue Devil girls Field Coach Thom
Hornish, back, presented the awards to each foursome.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SOARING OVER 13 FEET 6 INCHES…Blue Devil Mike Gorski clears 13’6”
in this pole vault attempt. Gorski and Mike Woods placed second in the team
competition.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GIVING IT A GOOD HEAVE…Raider Tim Karis heaves the discus 139 feet.
Karis and Marc Fabiano placed third in the event.
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Local High School Boys
Varsity Tennis Results:

APRIL 15:
Governor Livingston 3,
Immaculata 2
First singles: Adam Geiger (G) d. Tom
Gagliano, 4-6, 6-4, 6-3
Second singles: Greg Morgan (G) d.
Tom Collalto, 6-1, 6-1
Third singles: Conrad Zagarzazu (G) d.
Andrew Fallone, 6-1, 6-3
First doubles: Tom Welterhold and An-
drew Stankiewicz (I) d. Brian Heersema
and Mike Knapp, 6-4, 7-5
Second doubles: Ted Ladue and Salim
Quinn (I) d. Brandon Alboum and David
Yellen, 6-2, 6-2

Oratory Prep 4, Union Catholic 1
First singles: Reggie Sampson (O) d.
David Leonard, 6-2, 7-5
Second singles: Ray Kwo (O) d. Obi
Nwizugbo, 6-3, 6-2
Third singles: Ken Bayne (O) d. Chris
Thompson, 6-1, 6-2
First doubles: Joe Beninati and John
Porter (O) d. Albert Diaz and Tim Deegan,
6-0, 6-3
Second doubles: Ricardo Vagueiro and
Ryan Cruz (UC) d. Nick Joyce and Jason
Khurdan, 6-1, 6-1

APRIL 17:
WESTFIELD INVITATIONAL:

Championship:
Chatham 3, Westfield 2
First singles: Yohei Shogi (Ch) d. Alec
Jaslow, 7-6 (7-2), 6-3
Second singles: Scott Gannon (Ch) d.
Rich Moran, 5-7, 6-3, 6-3
Third singles: Glen Gannon (Ch) d. Lee
Bernstein, 6-4, 6-1
First doubles: Alec Wasserman and Brian
Kender (W) d. Matt Roffina and Ali Riaz,
6-3, 6-4
Second doubles: Adam Gerckens and
Andrew Levy (W) d. Jason Haverty and

Peter Edgar, 6-4, 6-4

Consolation Final:
Governor Livingston 4, A. L.
Johnson 1
First singles: Mike Klimchak (J) d. Adam
Geiger, 6-2, 6-0
Second singles: Greg Moran (G) d. Joe
Tkac, 6-3, 6-0
Third singles: Conrad Zagarzazu (G) d.
Bill Weslusky, 6-2, 6-2
First doubles: Mike Knapp and Eric
Bernsatein (G) d. John Zalesli and Alex
D’Amico, 6-1, 6-1
Second doubles: Brendon Alboum and
Brian Gardner won forfeit

Semifinals:
Westfield 4, A. L. Johnson 1
First singles: Klimchak (J) d. Jaslow, 6-
3, 6-3
Second singles: Moran (W) d. Tkac, 6-1,
6-1
Third singles: Bernstein (W) d. Weslusky,
6-1, 6-3
First doubles: Wasserman and Kender
(W) d. Zalesli and D’Amico, 6-1, 6-2
Second doubles: Gerckens and Levy
(W) won forfeit

Chatham 5, Governor Livingston 0
First singles: Shogi (Ch) d. Geiger, 6-0,
6-0
Second singles: S. Gannon (Ch) d.
Moran, 6-1, 6-1
Third singles: G. Gannon (Ch) d.
Zagarzuzu, 6-2, 6-0
First doubles: Roffina and Riaz (Ch) d.
Knapp and Bernstein, 6-0, 6-2
Second doubles: Haverty and Edgar (Ch)
d. Alboum and Gardner, 6-2, 6-0

Chatham Cougar Netmen Top
Blue Devil Tennis Boys, 4-1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

from pre-season injuries. “There’s
no doubt that has an effect. But that’s
sports! You have to come back from
injuries. You have to perform,” stated
Kapner.

Although three of the matches were
close, only second singles player Alec
Jaslow came up victorious for the
home team. Like all of his team-
mates, Jaslow found himself behind
early in the match, but he persisted
the many long volleys to defeat Cou-
gar Scott Gannon, 6-4, 6-4.

Describing Jaslow’s and Gannon’s
style, Kapner said, “It depends on
where your strengths are. In this case
both of them like to play on the
baseline and outmaneuver their op-
ponent. They both have the same
philosophy.”

Blue Devil Co-Captain Rich
Moran, who presented a blazing fast
serve and liked to press the attack by
charging the net early, had difficulty
with Cougar Yohei Shogi, who fea-
tured a deceptive spinning curve on
his serve, and lost his first singles
match, 6-4, 6-4.

“Rich’s philosophy is, when he’s
returning, get to the net as fast as he
can and make the point shorter,”
explained Kapner. “Tennis is an in-
credibly mental game! What they
are trying to do is get the other guy to
crack upstairs.”

Blue Devil Co-Captain Adam
Gerckens and Mike Checchio dropped
their first doubles match to Matt Roffina
and Ali Riaz, 6-2, 6-4. At third singles,
Blue Devil freshman Lee Bernstein
was stopped, 6-1, 6-1, by Glen Gannon
and, at second doubles, Alec
Wasserman and Brian Kender were
defeated, 6-3, 6-1, by Cougars Jason
Haverty and Peter Edgar.

“We have some challenges and we
will overcome them,” promised
Kapner.
First singles: Shogi (Ch) d. Moran, 6-4, 6-4
Second singles: Jaslow (W) d. Scott
Gannon, 6-4, 6-4
Third singles: Glen Gannon (Ch) d.
Bernstein, 6-1, 6-1
First doubles: Roffina and Riaz (Ch) d.
Gerckens and Checchio, 6-2, 6-4
Second doubles: Haverty and Edgar (Ch)
d. Wasserman and Kender, 6-3, 6-1

Golf Professional Discusses
Different Uses of Wedges

Hitting a golf ball from a sand trap
is said to be the easiest shot in golf.
Many people would disagree with
this statement but the golf club manu-
facturers have made this shot easier
because of all the different wedges a
player can have in their golf bag.
Many players today carry three dif-
ferent types of wedges. These in-
clude a pitching wedge, a sand wedge
and a lob wedge. These wedges can

help with the three different types of
bunker shots that you will encounter
on the golf course. Let me introduce
these shots.

The most difficult is a long bunker
shot. This shot would typically be 30
to 40 yards long. The most frequent
is a medium bunker shot that is 10 to
20 yards long. Finally, a short bunker
shot is a situation in which the hole is
just on the green about five yards.

The different wedges in a player’s
bag can help them become more
consistent from the sand traps be-
cause you can use them from differ-
ent distances. A pitching wedge is
the best option when you are faced
with a long bunker shot. The ball
flies somewhat lower and farther
then the over wedges. It will also
roll a fair distance when it hits the
green.

A lob wedge will do the exact
opposite. With the lob wedge, the
ball will fly the highest and land the
softest. The lob wedge is a perfect
option for a short bunker shot.

And a sand wedge is the club that
is ideal for a medium bunker shot. It
will make the ball fly a far distance
and roll a short distance.

Now that we have a system in
place, there are two very important
issues to remember. First, try to make
the same length swing with the three
clubs. You will begin to notice the
clubs are making the ball travel dif-
ferent distances. Second, never over
swing the golf club. Have a nice
smooth rhythm while in the sand
trap. This will help you make consis-
tent contact with the sand.

Michael Kierner is the Head Teach-
ing Professional at Shackamaxon
Golf and Country Club. For informa-
tion about lessons please call, (908)
233-3989.

Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com-PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com
®REALTOR®REALTOR

Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-

Cranford Towers 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath Condo features five spacious rooms, 
underground parking, storage area, intercom security. Ideally located,

beautiful views of the river. Priced at $339,000. 

Seven room Cape Cod has 3 bedrooms and 2 baths. There is a first floor family 
room as well as a pretty deck. Many recent updates include: eat-in kitchen with 
maple cabinets and granite countertops; furnace, roof, hardwood floors,

 skylights..... A wonderful value at $425,900.

Cranford
JUST LISTED!

Location, Convenience
and Security! 

Cranford

Cranford
JUST LISTED!

 Move Right In! 

Cranford

Local High School Girls
Varsity Softball Results:

APRIL 15:
Governor Livingston 5, Ridge 4

Katie Moore drilled a double and
a single and had two RBI for the 4-2
Highlanders.
Roselle Park 4, Rahway 0

Ace Becky Riccitelli sat down 12
Indians and walked none for the ninth-
ranked, 2-0, Panthers and Amanda
Strahan had a triple, two singles and
two RBI.

APRIL 17:
Bridgewater-Raritan 3, Westfield
2

Katie Smith rapped two hits for
the 4-2 Blue Devils. Nicki Haase
drilled an RBI double for the Pan-
thers in the seventh inning.
St. John Vianney 2, Roselle Park 0

Panther Becky Riccitelli recorded
13 strikeouts, walked none and al-
lowed three hits but No. 3 St. John
Vianney pitcher Tricia Reingle
fanned 15 Panthers and tossed a per-
fect game.

Cranford 3, Iselin Kennedy 2
Cougar Lisa Levonas tapped an

RBI single in the fifth for the win-
ning run.

Cranford 13, Colonia 10
Levonas had three hits and four

RBI in this slugfest and Cougar team-
mate Kiera Zimmerman cranked a
solo home run and had four RBI.

APRIL 19:
Westfield 11, Linden 1

Danielle Coleman had two hits,
two RBI and two runs scored for the
5-2 Blue Devils. Lauren Musacchia
had an RBI double and scored twice.
Lauren Gelmetti had two singles and
an RBI.
Union Catholic 3, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood 0

Danielle Chapla struck out 14
Raiders, walked one and allowed
only one hit for the 6-0 Vikings.
Ashley Whittemore had a single, an
RBI and a run scored while Brittany
Steiner had a double and a run scored.
Melissa Sette had the only Raider
hit.

Governor Livingston 11, Rahway 1
Danielle Pace hammered a two-

run homer, Katie Moore cracked a
solo blast and Jenn Masters was 3-
for-4 with two RBI for the 5-3 High-
landers.

www.goleader.com

WESTFIELD—Wonderful Center Hall Colonial featur-
ing all large rooms—4 BR, 2½ baths. Great floor plan.
Fireplace in family room, finished rec room in basement,
eat-in kitchen, walk-up attic. All this and more, on nearly
a half acre at the end of a quiet cul de sac just moments
from Tamaques School and Park.

Offered for: $799,900
For additional information or a private tour of this home, please call:

Lila Weiner or Susan Dinan
Sales Associates

(908) 233-3624 (908) 518-5286

600 NORTH AVENUE WEST  WESTFIELD, NJ  908-233-0065
Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated.

Some people think any real estate
 company will do . . .

Others Expect More

Newly expanded and completely renovated home
located on more than an acre of property on a
scenic cul de sac in one of Scotch Plains most
desirable neighborhoods.  Features include an open
floor plan, 5 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, large sunken
living room, gourmet kitchen, formal dining , and a
light filled great room with french doors leading to a
private backyard.  Truly a dream house!

10 Black Birch Road, Scotch Plains
$1,200,000

Spectacular Center Hall Colonial

Pristine home on a beautifully landscaped
property.  Features include 4 bedrooms, newly
renovated eat in kitchen, large recreation room and
central air conditioning.  Convenient to schools
and transportation.

25 Kempshall Terrace, Fanwood
$369,000

Charming Ranch

Spacious 5 bedrooms, 2.2 bath expanded ranch on
almost 3/4 of an acre nestled in the Watchung
Mountain Reservation.  Features include large and
sunny rooms, eat in kitchen, master bedroom with
full bath, 2 wood burning fireplaces, central air
conditioning, and recreation room leading to scenic
wooded backyard.  Expansion possibilities unlimited.

2643 Deer Path, Scotch Plains
$623,000

Scenic Beauty

Irene Katz

2003 NJAR Circle of Excellence

Sales Associate

908-301-2892908-301-2892908-301-2892908-301-2892908-301-2892 Direct
email: irenekatz@aol.com

Coldwell Banker President’s Club
209 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-5555

For The Best Move You’ll Ever Make!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Shackamaxon Golf Pro Michael Kierner
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UNION COUNTY CYO CHAMPS…St Helen’s 7th/8th grade girls basketball
team sport the regular season and playoffs trophies. The girls ended with a 37-
1 record and a 33-game win streak. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Rose
Driscoll, Gab O’Leary, Erin Miller and Danielle Infantino; second row, Clare
Bennett, Coach John O’Leary, Coach Ed Miller, Stephanie Slodyzcka, Allison
Oberlander and Coach Rich Infantino. Missing is Ali MacDonald.

St. Helen’s 7/8th Girls Grab
UC CYO Basketball Crown
The St. Helen’s 7/8th-grade girls

basketball team captured the Union
County CYO basketball championship
defeating IHM of Scotch Plains, 39-
15, in the finals. The St. Helen’s win
capped a tremendous season with a 33-
game winning streak and a 37-1 record.

The team’s only loss of the season
came in December to Clark in over-
time in the IHM Preseason Basketball

Tournament finals by one point, 43-
42. In addition to the Union County
CYO Championship, the girls cap-
tured the Middlesex County and
Somerset County CYO champion-
ships, as well as the prestigious St.
Francis Cabrini Tournament.

In the Union County CYO finals,
Erin Miller led the way with 17 points,
Danielle Infantino had seven points,
Claire Bennett had five points and 12
rebounds. Gabrielle O’Leary sank four
points and made five steals, Rose
Driscoll netted two points and six
assists. Ally Oberlander put in two
points and pulled five rebounds.
Stephanie Slodyzcka had two points
along with 15 rebounds. Ali
MacDonald, a key contributor
throughout the season, was sidelined
with an ankle injury.

The girls will all be moving up to
high school next season and have left
behind an impressive five-year run
that will be goals for future St Helen’s
teams to try and reach.

St. Bart’s Men’s League Holds
Annual Softball Player Draft
On April 13, the St. Bart’s Men’s

Softball League held their annual
player selection draft. The draft al-
lotted 16 players to each of the 10
teams. Approximately half of the
league’s players attended the very
exciting event.

TEAMS, CAPTAINS, SPONSORS:

ANGELS DIVISION:
St. Blaise, Tom Sherwin, The Friedlander
Group
St. Kilian, Harry Semple, Pace Scrap
Metal
St. James, Jim Hoelzel, Standard Pest
Control
St. Joseph, Dean Talcott, Brian’s Dis-
count Liquors

St. Anthony, Tony Perconte,
Greenskeepers

SAINTS DIVISION:
St. Anne, Joe McEvoy, Sideline Sports
St. Mark, Mark Romaine, Fanwood Clipper
St. Aloysius, Joe Romash, Rossi Fu-
neral Home
St. Jude, Tony Perfilio, JRM Auto Sales
St. Edward, Ed Marchelitis, Family In-
vestors

Based on the outcome of the draft,
league pundits have prognosticated
that St. Kilian and St. Joseph in the
Angels Division and St. Anne and St.
Edward in the Saints Division are
headed for successful seasons.

On Friday, May 21, the first game
of the season will be played at Scotch
Plains’ Brookside Park and will pit
the St. Kilian Kegmeisters against
the St. Aloysius Alemen. Admission
is free for the first 250 fans.

BRONZE MEDAL WINNER…Fourteen year-old Chelsea Baum of Westfield,
seen here tucking for the finish line at this year’s Nastar National Champion-
ships held at Okemo Mountain in Ludlow, VT, took the bronze medal for girls
in the recreational class ages 13 and 14. Many Olympic, former Olympic and
U.S. ski team members were on hand for the races.

WF 7th Lax Boys Split
Pair of 3-2 Games

The Westfield seventh grade la-
crosse team overcame a late, 2-1,
deficit to beat Maplewood, 3-2, in
overtime on April 17 in the season
opener. Chuck Laird, who netted two
goals, scored the winning goal one
minute into overtime.

Matt Fechter tallied Westfield’s
third score assisted by Andrew
Patterson. Playing in their first ever
competitive lacrosse game, Chris
Jacobs on defense and Matt Bonner
at middie played excellently. The
usual steady play of Fechter, Alex
Debbie and goalie Kyle Wright, with
eight saves, was instrumental in the
win. The all-around play of James
Diddell at both defense and middie
was a real bright spot.

On April 18, Westfield fell to Long
Hill, 3-2. Goals came from Laird
assisted by Sam Murphy and Connor
Sheehan assisted by Matt Printz.
Strong showings came from keeper
Wright who had a game of double
digit saves and defensemen Diddell
and Joe Kania.Westfield 7th Girls Win

Tri-County Hoops Title
The Westfield 7th Grade Girls Travel

Basketball Team recently won the Tri-
County Basketball Championship with
an impressive, 31-24, victory over top-
seeded Branchburg. Nicole Blackmon
lead the attack with a game-high 10
points while Charlotte O’Leary added
nine with three 3-pointers.

Shannon Murray scored five points
and had 14 rebounds and five blocks. Liz
Schoenbach and Tara Zierler each had
three points. Dayna Marino had 10 re-
bounds while playing tough defense and
Amanda Simmons and Kim Townsend
were also instrumental in the win. The
7th grade girls finished first out of 14
teams and posted an impressive, 16-2,
record in the Tri-County League.

Chris Feighner Places
Third in PSAC Track
KUTZTOWN, PA. – The Kutztown

University men’s track and field team
placed fourth in the Pennsylvania State
Athletic Conference (PSAC) East
Challenge, just three points behind
third place East Stroudsburg.
Shippensburg won the title with
Millersville placing second.

Golden Eagle freshman Chris
Feighner, a 2003 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School graduate,
heaved the 16-lb shot put 47’2” to
place third in the event.

Taylor & Love, Inc. Realtors
436 South Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 654-6666 • (800) 222-0507
http://arsdata.com/c21tl

“Four Generations in Westfield . . .”

Judy Bell, Jerry Bonnetti, Tamatha Hamill-Costello, Diane Cassitta, Frances Comstock, Janet DeFiore,
Barbara Doherty, Carmen Imgrund, William Jordan, Paula Long, Jennifer Love, Roger Love, Kimberly McGowan,

Stephanie Mizejewski, William Moffitt, Glenn Mortimer, Herbert Otto, A. George Rogers, Karen Roman, Janet Sonntag,
Lauren Stravach, Diana Taylor, Miriam Tedesco, Louis Vanacore, Loretta Wilson and Kristine Zimmermann

All of our professional agents strongly recommend the Multiple Listing Service as the best way to sucessfully market a home . . .
If you are planning to sell your home, insist that your agent submit to the Multiple Listing Service . . . IMMEDIATELY!

This pristine Center Hall Colonial is located in one of Westfield’s sought after
areas.  A two story addition features period details and fine craftsmanship
displayed by the use of wide moldings and stain glass windows.  The first
floor includes foyer, living room with fireplace, formal dining room, family
room, den/music room, kitchen and powder room and 9’ ceilings.  The 26’
gourmet kitchen features granite counters, center island, Viking cook top
and two wall ovens and sub-zero refrigerator.  A bay window frames the
sunny dining area.  There are  four bedrooms and two full baths on the
second floor.  The Master bedroom suite features 12’ ceiling, walk-in closet
and luxurious bath.  There is a large finished bedroom/office with cathedral
ceiling on the third level.  Updates include roof, paint, CAC, gas furnace (4
zone), 200 amp electric and more.  Walk to schools, town and transporation.

WESTFIELD

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

PLEASE CALL
JANET SONNTAG
(908) 654-6666  EXT. 232$845,000

Exquisite 13 room colonial nestled on 1.6 acres in a very private setting in the
Franklin School district.  An eat-in kitchen with granite center island, tumbled
travertine backsplash and tile floor is framed  by a raised hearth fireplace and
solarium breakfast room overlooking lush wooded grounds.  Elegant living
and dining rooms with colonial details, library and family room for formal or
casual entertaining.  Large entrance foyer, with gracious staircase, five
bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, a second floor laundry / sewing room, and lots of
closets.  The lower level is full of entertaining space with a game room, exercise
area, full bath, workshop and walk out to a two car garage.  Many other
amenities include an intercom, central vac, as well as central  air conditioning.
A large rear deck subtly transitions the home into the rear yard.  True country
living near schools, town and only 40 minutes to Manhattan.

WESTFIELD

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

PLEASE CALL
FRANCES COMSTOCK

(908) 654-6666  EXT. 233$1,795,000

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 04-03-S

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood on
April 13, 2004. Copies of this ordinance can
be obtained without cost in the Clerk’s Of-
fice, at the Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey be-
tween the hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.

The purpose of this ordinance is to ap-
propriate $197,973.24 from Capital Sur-
plus for various General Improvements.

A public hearing on this ordinance will be
held on May 11, 2004, at 8:00 PM.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 4/22/04, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

At a regular meeting of the Township
Council of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on April 13, 2004 the following deci-
sions were rendered:

Granted permission to the application for
a Special Use Permit for the Apple Blossom
Flower Shop for the placement of “seasonal
merchandise for sale” in front of 381 Park
Avenue, Block 1601, Lot 4, B-2 Zone, per
application submitted, subject to the follow-
ing:
1. All merchandise be removed from the

sidewalk at the end of each business
day.

2. That there be no adverse effect on
pedestrian traffic or impediments on
the sidewalk area for the remainder of
the year 2004.

3. Township will maintain oversight on
any display items.

Granted permission to the application for
a Special Use Permit for Divine Essence
Cafe, 1818 East Second Street for permis-
sion to have outdoor seating as noted on
their application at this address, Lot 31.01,
Block 1201, B-2 Zone, subject to the follow-
ing:
1. That there would be no adverse effect

on pedestrian traffic or impediments
on the sidewalk area for the remainder
of the year 2004.

2. All tables and chairs will be brought in
every night after the restaurant closes
for the remainder on the year 2004.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 4/22/04, The Times Fee: $33.15

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office  1994-2003

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award
Gold: 1987-2001, Platinum: 2002, 2003

Visit me at my website:
www.Realtor.com

www.coldwellbankermoves.com/hye-young.choi
email: hye-young@att.net

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555, ext. 169
Direct Line: 908-301-2015 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield . . .Welcome to this spacious 4 bedroom 2 1/2
bath colonial.  Large family rm adjacent to gourmet kitchen
w/ center isle, cherry cabinets, and sunny breakfast RM w/
natural wood cathedral ceiling, quaint window seat which
opens to  deck & hot tub.  An oversized foyer, spacious
living RM w/frplc, grand size dining RM and Rec RM -
20 x 21.  New CAC.  Easy walk to Jefferson Elementary.
WSF0323  $759,000

Westfield . . . Elegant decor, unparalleled quality and
impeccable design create the ultimate living experience.  A
new sensational gourmet kitchen offers style & magnificent
appointments.  Built in 1984, this 9 RM  colonial set on 1/
2 acre offers 4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 beautiful baths, a sunroom
addition w/double French doors to new brick porch,
Palladian window, family RM with raised hearth.  Wlk to
town & school.   WSF2357  $1,399,000

PRICE REDUCTION

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, April 25, 1-4 PM
908 Carleton Road, Westfield
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WESTFIELD—Expansive 10 room split level home. Updated kitchen
overlooking sun drenched family room with fireplace. First floor den,
lower level office, plus recreation room with “summer kitchen”. Hard-
wood floors, newer roof, windows, siding and more. Located on a
tree lined street just moments from Jefferson School, town, parks and
New York City transportation. Offered for: $759,000

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award
600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090
Direct: (908) 233-6417 Office: (908) 233-0065

Joyce-Taylor@Burgdorff.com

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR A PRIVATE TOUR, PLEASE CONTACT:

Owned and operated by NRT Inc.

 

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
EXPECT MORE 

 

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE GOLD LEVEL 2003   

Coldwell Banker  Kimberley A. Haley 
(908) 301-2004 - Direct Line  
KimHaley@ColdwellBanker.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business (908) 233-5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090     

This completely renovated, custom built 4 Bedroom Cottage style 
home is nestled in the heart of the prestigious Gardens section of 
Westfield. Exemplifying quality craftsmanship and magnificent 
appointments, this fine home represents the ideal combination of 
classic detail and modern convenience and luxury.  Call today for 
elevations and plans.  (WSF 0386)                   Offered for $1.5 Million 

Gracious and Elegant is this 8 room Cape Cod home in Westfield.  
It boasts a gourmet Eat-in Kitchen with custom cabinetry, luxurious 
new Bathrooms, Sauna and steam shower, Wet Bar, four fireplaces 
and a rear yard design which was inspired by the Beverly Hills Hotel 
and overlooks Tamaques Park. 
(WSF0397)                                        Offered for $1.2 Million 

This charming 9 Room English Colonial home is located 
on a quiet tree-lined Westfield street close to schools, 
town and NYC transportation. It boasts an Eat-in Kitchen, 
formal Dining Room and Living Room with fireplace, 
Family Room, Recreation Room, hardwood floors, new 
Bathrooms and more!                        Offered for $729,900    

Residential Brokerage  

‘Standing Against Hate’
Forum Set for Next Week

WESTFIELD – A special presenta-
tion on gang awareness and why our
young people are attracted to the gang-
ster culture and violence is featured for
the 10th annual “Standing Together
Against Hate Forum” this year on
Thursday, April 29, from 7 to 9 p.m. at
the First United Methodist Church on
East Broad Street in Westfield.

Sponsored by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation and the Union
County Superintendent of Schools,
the powerful program presented by
Lieutenant Edwin Torres from the
New Jersey Department of Correc-
tions includes an inside and up-close
look at how gangs operate in New
Jersey, how they actively recruit chil-
dren and how they can destroy fami-
lies and future dreams.

“We are proud to sponsor this ex-
citing program for citizens, law en-
forcement representatives, educators
and students who want to learn more
about gang activity and the criminal
violence that sometimes leaves be-
hind a wake of innocent victims,”
said Prosecutor Theodore J.
Romankow.

Union County School Superinten-
dent Glenn Tillou will open the free
program and also present an annual
award for fighting bias to Aaron Ford,
Supervisory Special Agent for the FBI,
in the memory of the late Union County
Prosecutor Andrew K. Ruotolo.

Each year, the annual forum
Ruotolo helped create with Commit-
tee Chairperson Terri L. Warmbrand
brings together business leaders, gov-
ernment professionals, law enforce-
ment personnel and members of edu-
cational, religious, media, civic and
community organizations.

“This message will include some
strong suggestions of how we might
best keep our children safe from
gang activity and how to deal with
bullying, discrimination, violence
prevention and family values,” said
Warmbrand. “It should also allow us
to examine our own sensitivities re-
garding these issues that impact on
our local schools, workplaces and
neighborhoods.”

First Assistant Prosecutor Albert
Cernadas Jr., a member of the county’s
Human Relations Commission, will

be part of the annual forum and discuss
how violence and gang activity actu-
ally can victimize an entire commu-
nity. “The whole notion of organized
gang activity is one that has been given
tremendous attention by law enforce-
ment throughout New Jersey,” he said,
adding staff members have presented
training and gang awareness programs
for school officials, police officers,
parents and students.

He congratulated the Committee
Against Hate for coming up with yet
another timely and topical forum of
interest to the county’s 520,000 resi-
dents and said the program offers
Professional Development Credit for
all educators and Kean University
students who attend.

Other co-sponsors of the program
offered each year include the New
Jersey Bias Crime Officers Associa-
tion, the state senators and assembly
representatives from across the
county, Kean University, the Jewish
Federation of Central New Jersey,
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders and the Humans Rela-
tions Commission.

There is free parking for the pro-
gram, which has included invitations
to every school superintendent, reli-
gious leader, police chief, elected
official and area legislator. For fur-
ther information, please call (908)
653-0357.

Torah Center to Offer
Program on Miriam

WESTFIELD — A lecture entitled
“Jewish Women of Inspiration —
Miriam” will be presented this Sun-
day, April 25, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Union County Torah Center, located
at 418 Central Avenue in Westfield.

Fruma Wilschanski of Crown
Heights, Brooklyn, N.Y. will present
the program, which is part of the
center’s Jewish Literacy Program —
Spring Session.

The first leader to be discussed
will be Miriam, the sister of Moses.
This program is for women only.

The fee for each lecture is $10.
Reservations are encouraged but not
required. For more information and
a brochure of all lectures, please call
the center at (908) 789-5252.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CHANGE OF
CORPORATE STRUCTURE

Take notice that on 9/22/00 and upheld on
a court decision 12/19/03 a change oc-
curred in the ownership of Ray Ric, Inc.,
trading as Not Applicable holder of Plenary
Retail Consumption Lic. #2016-33-004-003
for premises previously situated at 144 Terrill
Road, Scotch Plains, New Jersey (pres-
ently demolished) resulting in the following
person, acquiring the aggregate one per-
cent or more of the ownership thereof:

Dominick Caruso III, 475 North Bridge
Street, Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807

Any information concerning the qualifica-
tions of the above current stockholder should
be communicated to: BARBARA RIEPE,
TOWNSHIP CLERK, TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS MUNICIPAL BUILD-
ING, 430 PARK AVENUE, SCOTCH
PLAINS NEW JERSEY 07076.

Dominick Caruso III
475 North Bridge Street

Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807
1 T - 4/22/04, The Times Fee: $22.95

Residents Provide Comprehensive
Analysis of Both Traffic Studies

Enclose is our summary of the presen-
tations by transportation engineers
Edwards and Kelsey (E&K) and Keller
and Kirkpatrick (K&K) held on Wednes-
day, March 31. There are significant
traffic problems today that will be made
worse by the proposed redevelopment
projects.

1) Both experts confirmed that key
intersections are currently unsatisfactory
and neighborhood streets are being used
as access roads for the commuter lot.

Edwards& Kelsey indicated that key
intersections, specifically South and
Central, North and Central, the South
Avenue Traffic Circle and Broad and
Elm, have failing movements and grades
of D or worse, which is below the thresh-
old of acceptability. Also, E&K stated
that local streets in addition to Central
Avenue are being used to access the
current parking on South Ave. Specifi-
cally, about 50 percent of the traffic in
the p.m. peak hour on Boulevard and
Summit are cars that are using these
streets in lieu of Central Avenue. In
addition, cars using these access roads
are speeding in excess of 20 MPH over
the speed limit.

K&K confirmed these findings and
methodology and added that Central and
East Broad is also a problem intersection.

2) The discussion indicated that there
will be increased traffic as a result of the
developments.

This was probably the most contro-
versial area. Keller & Kirkpatrick pro-
jected about four times the number of
new trips that Edwards & Kelsey pro-
jected. The reason for the discrepancy
basically centers upon the nature of the
neighborhood. K&K assumed a more
suburban model and thus more automo-
bile traffic for retail and residential units.
E&K assumed a more urban nature and
reduced automobile trips significantly.

In addition, there was a discrepancy in
the redistribution of existing commuters.
E&K claimed that there would be no
increase in trips to the South side as a
result of the development. K&K pro-
jected commuters currently on the North
Side (who currently use the Lord and

Taylor lot) would flow to the South Av-
enue deck, resulting in a 75 percent in-
crease in commuter to the South Side lot.

3) As a result the redevelopment will
have significant impact to key intersec-
tions and feeder streets.

K&K and E&K both concurred that as
intersections reach capacity, even small
increases in volume can have significant
impact upon delay.

Using the data projected by K&K,
many intersections currently at a border-
line D level will become unsatisfactory
at E and F levels. As a specific case,
South and Central will grow from a
projected 2006 no build level delay of 58
seconds to 80 seconds with the develop-
ment and fail overall. In addition to a 15
to 30 percent increase in traffic on South
Avenue, the intersections of North and
Central and East Broad and Central will
also have significant increased traffic
and delay.

None of this analysis accounted for
the freed up parking on the streets which
will encourage more commuters, par-
ticularly from out of town, to use the
Westfield station. In addition, other de-
velopment in the town must be taken
into account as they will generate traffic.

4) Significant mitigation efforts must
be implemented.

The experts discussed the mitigation
measures needed to deal with the current
problems and the projected traffic from
the redevelopment. K&K opined that
the traffic signalization changes recom-
mended by E&K for the problem inter-
sections would not be sufficient to miti-
gate the existing and projected traffic
problems. K&K also recommended in-
tersection redesign to add turning lanes
to mitigate the negative impacts.

It should be noted that it is customary
for a developer to pay a portion of the
improvements that are equal to the ratio
of impact the new traffic generated by
the project has on the issue.

Catherine Cronin
Roslyn Harrison

Gerard Hickey
Nicholas Karter

Westfield

WF BOE President
Thanks Community

Members of the Westfield commu-
nity, thank you for your continued sup-
port of the Westfield school budget.
Based on the excellent advice and exper-
tise of our superintendent, Dr. Foley,
and our business administrator, Bob
Berman, and input from the community,
the Board of Education tries hard to
allocate taxpayer dollars wisely and ef-
fectively. To a large extent, the school
budget for 2004-2005 reflects the priori-
ties of the community as identified in the
2003 Community Survey as well as in-
creases over which we have little con-
trol, such as enrollment.

As our school district mission notes,
this is a school system “built on success-
ful cooperation among family, school
and community”. The community has
been consistently supportive and proud
of its school system. It is probably be-
cause of this consistent support that the
Board of Education, the superintendent,
the principals, teachers and staff strive
so hard to make sure that the schools are
the best that they can be.

I have enjoyed serving you as your
representative on the Board of Educa-
tion and as the president of the Board
for the past three years. Although I
will be stepping down as president, I
will continue on the Board and look
forward to your comments and criti-
cisms and hope that your support for
the educational system in Westfield
will continue.

Arlene Gardner
President

Westfield BOE

More Letters to
the Editor

Continued from Page 4

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!

www.goleader.com

Women Are Invited
To Financial Seminar
SUMMIT – The Overlook Hospital

Foundation will host a free seminar
on estate and investment planning for
women on Tuesday, May 4, from 11:30
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Baltusrol Golf
Club, located at 201 Shunpike Road
in Springfield.

Entitled “Women, Wealth and
Wills,” the seminar is designed to help
women navigate complex cash flow,
retirement, investment, tax, risk man-
agement and estate issues in today’s
continually changing economic envi-
ronment.

One of the featured speakers will be
Anita J. Siegel, a partner with the law
firm of Schenck, Price, Smith & King,
LLP, in Morristown. The other will be
Diahann W. Lassus, President of
Lassus Wherley & Associates, P.C., a
wealth management firm with offices
in New Providence and Naples, Fla.

Seating is limited for the luncheon
seminar. Interested persons are asked
to call Carol Cimilluca, Director of
Major and Planned Gifts, at (908)
522-2181 by Thursday, April 29, to
make a reservation.

The Overlook Hospital Foundation
raises funds that are used to purchase
state-of-the-art equipment and sup-
port special hospital programs. All
gifts to the Foundation are tax deduct-
ible and remain at Overlook Hospital.

For more information about becom-
ing a Friend of Overlook Hospital,
please call the Overlook Hospital
Foundation at (908) 522-2840.
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AARP Spring Luncheon
To Take Place on June 1

WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons will
hold its annual spring luncheon on
Tuesday, June 1, at noon at The
Westwood in Garwood.

An international buffet with a wide
variety of foods will be featured,
including appetizers, salads, entrees,
desserts and coffee or tea, according
to Luncheon Chairwoman Marie
Stock. Free wine and soda will be on
all tables. This year, the entrée sec-
tion will include gourmet meats,
chicken and fish.

Win Ballou will entertain during
the luncheon. In addition to leading
line dancing, he will sing and play
his electric keyboard with percus-
sion and instrumental additions, spot-
lighting older and newer popular
music styles.

Members may bring guests. For

reservations, please call Mrs. Stock
at (908) 925-2536. The cost is $20
per person, which will include a full
luncheon, tips and the entertainment.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Notice us hereby given that sealed bids
will be received on Tuesday, May 11, 2004,
at 10:00 A.M. by the Borough of Fanwood,
at the Borough Hall Council Chambers, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, Union
County, New Jersey for the following:

Bidding will be for storm water piping
system reconstruction, granite curbing, con-
crete sidewalk, roadway reconstruction,
milling and resurfacing of Second Street
(between Burns Way Road & Coriell Av-
enue) Coriell Avenue (between Second
Street & Martine Avenue) and Old South
Avenue West.

The work includes furnishing all labor,
materials and equipment, and hauling and
incidental expenses necessary or required
to complete all work shown on the recon-
struction plans and as set forth in the speci-
fications. The principal items of construc-
tion are summarized as follows:

Roadway Excavation, Unclassified...
 831 cubic yards

Milling (2 inch depth)...1525 square yards
Dense Graded Aggregate (6 inches

thick)...2882 square yards
Hot Mix Asp. Stab. Base - Mix I-2 (5

inches thick)...851 Tons
Hot Mix Asp. Surf. Course-Mix I-5, (2

inches thick)...1279 Tons
15 inches (645 linear feet), 18 inches

(594 linear feet), 12 inches (95 lin-
ear feet) CLDIP...1334 linear feet

Inlets: Type A (2 each), B (11 each);
Manholes (5 each)...18 each

Granite Block Curb...3739 linear feet
Concrete Sidewalk 4 inches thick, 4 feet

wide...1207 square yards
This project also contains other related

and incidental miscellaneous work.
The successful bidder is to begin work on

the week of July 12, 2004, unless otherwise
ordered by the Borough. All work is to be
substantially completed within sixty (60)
working days after signing of the Contract
and authorization to commence work by the
Borough.

Plans and specifications may be obtained
from the Borough Clerk on Monday, April
26, 2004, between 9AM and 4PM at the
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023. (908) 322-
8236. Bidding documents consisting of a
proposal form, and a set of plans containing
site locations, plan details, and detour plans.
The Bid Documents and Specifications
booklet may be obtained upon payment of
one hundred ($100.00) dollars by cash,
certified check, cashier’s check, or bank
money order ONLY. Additional copies of the
plans and specifications may be obtained
upon payment of one hundred ($100.00)
dollars per set. The Bidder shall phone
twenty-four (24) hours in advance to reserve
bidding documents.

The Proposal must be accompanied by all
documents required by the Bidding Specifi-
cations. Bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.P.C. 1975, C.127.
Bidders must not submit Bids with qualify-
ing conditions or provisions,. Bidders are to
double check bids submitted, both as to all
requirements being submitted, and as to the
accuracy of the amounts bid.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 4/22/04, The Times Fee: $65.28

Women to Share Experiences
Of Local Italian-Americans

FANWOOD — The Historical
Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will welcome Marie
Leppert and Laura Swidersky to its
monthly meeting on Tuesday, April
27, at 8 p.m. at the Fanwood train
station, located at North Avenue and
Tillotson Road.

The women, both third generation
members of the local DiFrancesco
families, will discuss the scenic
mountain town of Montazzole, Italy,
and how a large number of immi-
grants came to Scotch Plains and
Fanwood from there approximately
four generations ago in search of the
American dream.

They will also spotlight the immi-
grants’ contributions to their new
community following their arrival in
the United States. Both active in
their hometown of Scotch Plains,
Mrs. Leppert and Mrs. Swidersky
worked on the Sister City Commit-
tee, which hosted the citizens of
Montazolle this past year.

All are welcome to attend the

program. Fellowship and refresh-
ments will follow the presentation.
Further information can be obtained
by calling Richard Bousquet, Presi-
dent of the Historical Society, at
(908) 232-1199.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2002
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
E-mail: jaynebernstein@hotmail.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

Meticulously maintained English Colonial conveniently located
to schools, park, pool and NYC transportation.  Beautifully
appointed thru-out, including an Entrance Vestibule; Living Room
w/ fireplace; sunny Den; Eat-In Kitchen; 4 Bedrooms and
Recreation Room in basement.

Westfield $599,900

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
Planning Board meeting of the Township of
Scotch Plains held on April 12, 2004, the
Board adopted the Resolution of Approval
for Minor Subdivision, one lot into two lots for
Rau Development, LLC, for 2118
Meadowview Road, Block 9203, Lot 4.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Planning Board and avail-
able for inspection during business hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 4/22/04, The Times Fee: $14.28

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Invitations are extended to qualified
Bidders to bid for the following project:

Residential Clean Up Recyclables &
Other Items

Bids will be accepted only by mail or in
person to the Office of the Township Clerk,
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
(Attn: Barbara Riepe, Township Clerk) until
May 10, 2004 at 10:00 am. The Township of
Scotch Plains (hereinafter “Township”) shall
not be responsible for any bid mailed which
is lost in transit or delivered late by the Postal
Service. At the above time, the bids will be
publicly opened and read aloud. All bids
must be presented in sealed envelopes which
are clearly marked “Bid for Residential
Clean up Recyclables & Other Items”.
No bid will be received after the time and
date specified.

After receipt of bids, no bid may be with-
drawn within sixty (60) days after the date of
the bid opening except if provided for herein.
The bid of any Bidder who consents to an
extension may be held for consideration for
a longer period of time as may be agreed
upon between Bidder and the Township.

All bids must be on the bid forms provided
by the Township of Scotch Plains in the Bid
Package. Specifications and bid forms may
be obtained at a fee of non-refundable twenty-
five dollars ($25.00) at the Department of
Public Property, 2445 Plainfield Avenue,
Scotch Plains, between the hours of 8:30
am and 3:30 pm, Monday through Friday.

Bid proposals and all required documents
must be completed and submitted by the
date as set forth above. All documents in the
enclosed Bid Package must accompany the
bid proposal.

In addition to the above documents, a
certified check, cashier’s check or bid bond
issued by a responsible bank, trust com-
pany or insurance company, payable to the
Township of Scotch Plains shall be submit-
ted with each bid as a guaranty that if a
contract is awarded the Bidder shall ex-
ecute said Contract. The Bid Security shall
be in the amount of ten percent (10%) of the
total amount of bid or Twenty-Thousand
($20,000.00) whichever is lower. The Suc-

cessful Bidder shall be required to submit a
Performance Bond in an amount equal to
one hundred percent (100%) of the amount
of the accepted bid at the time of contract
execution. A Consent of Surety regarding
bonds required by the Contract Documents
shall also be submitted with the bid. Sureties
shall be licensed and/or authorized to trans-
act business in the State of New Jersey and
be acceptable to the Authority.

All bid Security, except the Bid Security of
the three (3) apparent lowest responsible
Bidders shall, if requested in writing, be
returned after ten (10) days from the open-
ing of the bids (Sundays and holiday ex-
cepted) and the bids of such Bidders shall
be considered withdrawn. The Township
reserves the right to reject any or all bids,
and to waive immaterial informalities, or
accept any bid which, in the opinion of the
Township of Scotch Plains, will be in the
best interest of the Township all in accor-
dance with the New Jersey Local Public
Contracts Law N.J.S.A. 40:11-1 et seq. In
the event of an equal or tie bid the Township
shall award the bid to the Bidder which, in the
Township’s sole discretion, best serves the
interest of the Township. The Township
also reserves the right to reject any and all
bids if sufficient funds are not are not avail-
able and/or appropriated.

The selected Bidder, will, within seven (7)
days of award of the bid, enter into an
appropriate contact with the Township.

All Bidders must comply with P.L. 1975,
Chapter 127, entitled “An Act Relating to
Affirmative Action in Relation to Discrimina-
tion in Connection with Certain Public Con-
tracts and Supplementing the “Law Against
Discrimination” approved April 16, 1945 (P.L.
1945, Chapter 169)”, N.J.A.C. 17:27, as
amended from time to time, the Americans
With Disability Act and P.L. 1977, Chapter
33.

Where applicable, prevailing wage rate
shall be paid to all workers on the job as per
N.J.A.C. 34:11-56, 25 et seq.

BY ORDER OF THE MAYOR AND
COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS BY THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 4/22/04, The Times Fee: $88.74

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
Planning Board meeting of the Township of
Scotch Plains held on April 12, 2004, the
Board adopted the Resolution of Approval
for Preliminary and Final Site Plan approval
for A. Deluca Paving, LLC, 1 Lindsey Av-
enue, Block 6801, Lot 43, for construction of
a contractor’s storage garage.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Planning Board and avail-
able for inspection during business hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 4/22/04, The Times Fee: $15.30

Center For Hope Honors
Area Businessman at Ball

MOUNTAINSIDE – More than
400 people gathered recently at
L’Affaire in Mountainside to sup-
port the Center For Hope Hospice
and Palliative Care at its annual Char-
ity Ball, and to honor Arthur Hynes,
the owner of Hynes Jewelers in
Cranford.

Mr. Hynes was named this year’s
recipient of the Center For Hope’s
Coloney-Hudson Award. Each year,
one individual is recognized by the
organization for his or her contribu-
tion to the Center For Hope’s mis-
sion. This year’s Charity Ball was
held on February 21.

Since opening their business in
1981, Mr. Hynes and his wife, Mary,
have been active in the community.
Their store helps the Center For Hope
with fundraising and advertising, as

well as promoting its mission to cus-
tomers who visit.

Mr. Hynes feels he and his family
are not only supporters of the Center
For Hope, but also recipients of the
love and care that the center gives to
those in need.

The Center For Hope provides
natural, humane care to terminally
ill patients, along with physical,
emotional and spiritual support to
their loved ones.

“The Center for Hope family has
been truly blessed by the friendship
and generosity of Arthur Hynes and his
family. He continues to be an inspira-
tion to all,” said Robert J. Coloney,
President of the Center For Hope.

For more information about the
Center For Hope Hospice and Pallia-
tive Care, please call (908) 486-0700.

GIVING HOPE TO THOSE IN NEED…Arthur Hynes, third from right, is
honored as the recipient of this year’s Coloney-Hudson Award at the Center For
Hope Hospice and Palliative Care’s recent annual Charity Ball. Joining him,
pictured left to right, are: Mr. Hynes’ sons, Brian and Danny; his daughter, Cara;
his wife, Mary, and Robert J. Coloney, President of the Center For Hope. They
surround a picture that Mr. Hynes donated to the center in memory of another son.

Fanwood Announces
Arbor Day Festivities
FANWOOD — On Friday, April

30, the Fanwood Shade Tree Com-
mission will hold its annual Ar-
bor Day program at 4 p.m. on the
front lawn of Fanwood Borough
Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue.

The event will feature the Park
Middle School Environmental
Club, along with a free tree give-
away and a question-and-answer
session with certified tree expert
Jeanne Kavinski. The public is
invited and refreshments will be
served.
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CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

The bond ordinance published herewith was introduced and passed on first reading at a
meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Westfield on April 20, 2004 and will be further
considered for final passage after public hearing at a meeting of said Town Council to be held
in the Council Chambers Municipal Building 425 East Broad Street Westfield NJ 07090 on
May 4, 2004 beginning at 8:00pm.  During the week prior to and including the date of such
further consideration, copies will be made available at the Municipal Clerk’s Office in said
Municipal Building to members of the General Public who shall request such copies.

Bernard A Heeney
Town Clerk

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2090

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF CURBING AND
CONSTRUCTION OF NEW CURBING, AND RECONSTRUCTION OF ROAD-
WAY ON VARIOUS STREETS AND THE APPROPRIATION OF MONIES
NECESSARY THEREFOR.

BE IT ORDAINED by Town of Westfield in the County of Union as follows:
SECTION I.  That the following street be improved in the following manner:

1. Norman Place (Block 4401 – Lots 8 through 14, and Block 4402 - Lots 1 and
26 through 31)
Improvements:
a. Construct new granite block curb or replace the existing curbing with

new granite block curbing, as applicable.
b. Reconstruct roadway, where necessary.
c. Install storm drainage facilities, where necessary.
d. Repair sidewalks and driveways damaged as a result of the curbing

installation work.
e. All work necessary and incidental thereto.

SECTION II.  That all the said improvements shall be made and completed under the
supervision of the Town Engineer and in accordance with preliminary plans and specifica-
tions, which are now on file in the office of the Town Engineer and are hereby made a part
of this ordinance.

SECTION III.  That one hundred (100%) percent of the final cost of the curb for Norman
Place, and sixty-six and two-thirds percent (66 2/3%) of the final cost for Lot 8, Block 4401
and Lot 1, Block 4402, which are corner lots fronting on Shackamaxon Drive with side yards
on Norman Place as certified by the Chief Financial Officer shall be assessed by the Tax
Assessor on lands specially benefited by the improvement.

SECTION IV.  It is hereby determined and declared that the number of annual installations
in which the special assessment to be levied on account of the said improvements may be
paid is five (5).

SECTION V.  It is hereby determined and declared that the estimated amount of monies
necessary to be raised from all sources for said purpose is $85,000.00 and that the estimated
amount of bonds or notes necessary to be issued for said purpose is $15,000.00.  There is
hereby appropriated to said purpose the sum of $70,000.00 from Capital Improvement
Funds available for said purpose.

SECTION VI.  To finance said purposes, bonds of said Town of an aggregate principal
amount not exceeding $15,000.00 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local
Bond Law (as hereinafter defined).  Said bonds shall bear interest at a rate per annum as
may be hereafter determined within the limitations prescribed by law.  All matters with respect
to said bonds not determined by this ordinance shall be determined by resolutions to be
hereafter adopted.

SECTION VII.  To finance such purpose there shall be issued pursuant to Chapter 2 of
Title 40A of the New Jersey Statues, as amended (the “Local Bond Law”), in anticipation of
the issuance of bonds, Bond Anticipation Notes of said Town not to exceed the aggregate
principal amount the sum of $15,000.00.  Said notes shall bear interest at a rate per annum
as may hereafter be determined within the limitations prescribed by said law and may be
renewed from time to time pursuant to, and within, the limitations prescribed by said law.  All
matters with respect to said notes not determined by this ordinance shall be determined by
resolution of the Town to be hereafter adopted.

SECTION VIII.  Not more than $1,000.00 of the sum to be raised by the issuance of said
notes may be used to finance such purpose, whether temporary or permanent, or to finance
legal expenses or to finance the cost of the issuance of such obligations as provided in
Section 20 of the Local Bond Law.

SECTION IX.   It is hereby determined and declared that the period of usefulness of said
purpose for which said obligations are to be issued is a period of ten years (10) from the date
of said bonds.

SECTION X.  It is hereby determined and declared that the Supplemental Debt Statement
required by law has been duly made and filed in the office of the Town Clerk of said Town
and that such statement so filed shows that the gross debt of the Town as defined in Section
43 of the Local Bond Law is increased by this ordinance by $15,000.00, and that the bonds
authorized by this ordinance shall be within any debt limitations prescribed by said law.

SECTION XI. Any funds received from the County of Union, the State of New Jersey or
any of their agencies or any funds received from the United States of America or any of its
agencies in aid of such purposes, shall be applied to the payment of the cost of such
purposes, or if bond anticipation notes have been issued, to the payment of the bond
anticipation notes, and the amount of bonds authorized for such purposes shall be reduced
accordingly.

SECTION XII.  The Town intends to issue bonds or notes to finance the cost of the
improvements described in Section I of this bond ordinance.  If the Town incurs such costs
prior to the issuance of the bonds or notes, the Town herby states its reasonable expectation
to reimburse itself for such expenditures with the proceeds of such bonds or notes in the
maximum principal amount of bonds or notes authorized by this bond ordinance.

SECTION XIII.  The full faith and credit of the Town are hereby pledge to the punctual
payment of the principal of the interest on the obligations authorized by this ordinance.  Said
obligations shall be direct, unlimited and general obligations of the Town, and the Town shall
levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable real property within the Town for the payment of
the principal of and interest on such bonds and notes, without limitation as to rate or amount.

SECTION XIV.  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of
this ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated
by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital
program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, is on file with
the Town Clerk and is available for public inspection.

SECTION XV.  This ordinance shall take effect twenty (20) days after first publication
thereof after final passage.
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2088
NOTICE OF PENDING BOND ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, was introduced and
passed upon first reading at a meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Westfield, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, on April 20, 2004.  It will be further considered for final
passage, after public hearing thereon, at a meeting of the Town Council to be held in the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, on May 4, 2004 at 8:00
P.M.  During the week prior to and up to and including the date of such meeting copies of
the full ordinance will be available, at no cost and during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s
office for the members of the general public who shall request the same.  The summary of
the terms of such bond ordinance follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL
OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW ADDITIONAL
FURNISHINGS, NEW COMMUNICATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS EQUIP-
MENT AND NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPA-
RATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, IN
THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE
THE SUM OF $2,759,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO APPROPRIATE
A STATE GRANT, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT OR FULLY FUND
APPROPRIATIONS FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND, TO AU-
THORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIA-
TION, TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES
IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS AND TO AMEND
BOND ORDINANCE NO. 2044 ADOPTED ON MAY 21, 2002.

I. The purposes, appropriations, bonds/notes authorized and grants appropriated
in this multipurpose bond ordinance are as follows:

SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS

A.     Undertaking of the following road improvements: (i) resurfacing of Rahway Avenue
(from Grove Street to the Clark border), (ii) improvement of Elm Street (from Dudley Avenue
to Newton Place), including roadway reconstruction, reconstruction of curbs and sidewalks,
and drainage improvements, where necessary, (iii) undertaking of engineering studies for
traffic calming improvements at various locations in the Town and the undertaking of such
improvements, (iv) undertaking of the engineering design phase for improvements to
Parking Lot No. 2 and (v) resurfacing or reconstruction of various roads (including curb
construction or replacement, where necessary), as set forth on a list prepared by the Town
Engineer on file or to be placed on file with the Town Clerk, and hereby approved as if set
forth herein in full.  Depending upon the contract price and other exigent circumstances, and
upon approval by the Town Council, there may be additions to or deletions from the list
referred to in clause (v) of the preceding sentence.  It is hereby determined and stated that
the streets being improved are of “Class B” or equivalent construction as defined in Section
22 of the Local Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated, as
amended; the “Local Bond Law”).

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $1,480,500
State Grant Appropriated $  180,000
Down Payment Appropriated $   62,000
Bonds and Notes Authorized $1,238,500
Period of Usefulness 10 years

B.     Undertaking of storm water drainage and sanitary sewer improvements at various
locations.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  262,500
Down Payment Appropriated $   12,500
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  250,000
Period of Usefulness 40 years

C.     Undertaking of various improvements to the Municipal Building and the Public Works
Complex.  It is hereby determined and stated that the public buildings being improved are of
“Class B” or equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  105,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    5,000
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  100,000
Period of Usefulness 15 years

D.     Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for the use
of the Engineering Department consisting of computer equipment for a geographic informa-
tion system (GIS) for Town data.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   10,500
Down Payment Appropriated $      500
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   10,000
Period of Usefulness 10 years

E.     Acquisition of new automotive vehicles, including original apparatus and equipment,
for the use of the Department of Public Works (“DPW”) consisting of (i) a roll-off truck with
containers and (ii) two dump trucks with plows.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  329,700
Down Payment Appropriated $  158,100
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  171,600
Period of Usefulness 5 years

F.       Undertaking of the Town-wide Tree Planting Program.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   10,500
Down Payment Appropriated $        500
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   10,000
Period of Usefulness 15 years

G.     Undertaking of lighting improvements and roof replacement at the Free Public Library.
It is hereby determined and stated that (a) the Trustees of the Free Public Library of the Town
have requested, pursuant to Section 40:54-25 of the Revised Statutes of New Jersey, as
amended, that the Town raise the sum of $83,700 in order to finance the aforesaid
improvement and (b) the Trustees of the Free Public Library are hereby authorized and
empowered to expend said sum of $83,700 to pay for the aforesaid improvement.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   83,700
Down Payment Appropriated $     4,000
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   79,700
Period of Usefulness 10 years

H.     Undertaking of various renovations and improvements to Fire House Nos. 1 and 2
and the acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for the use
of the Fire Department consisting of self-contained breathing apparatus equipment and
various items of fire fighting and safety equipment.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   73,500
Capital Improvement Fund Appropriated $   73,500
Period of Usefulness 5 years

I.     Upgrading of the 9-1-1 communications center in the Municipal Building and the
acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery and new communi-
cation and signal systems equipment for the use of the Police Department consisting of (i)
a breathalyzer machine, (ii) paystations for municipal parking lots, (iii) radio repeater
equipment, (iv) emergency light bars, (v) security cameras and (vi) video cameras.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  335,200
Down Payment Appropriated $    16,000
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  319,200
Period of Usefulness 10 years

J.     Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery and new
communication and signal systems equipment consisting of telephone, computer and other
information technology equipment and improvements for the use of various Town depart-
ments, offices and agencies.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   52,500
Down Payment Appropriated $     2,500
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   50,000
Period of Usefulness 10 years

K.     Acquisition of new additional furnishings consisting of office furniture for the use of
various Town departments, offices and agencies.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   15,400
Capital Improvement Fund Appropriated $   15,400
Period of Usefulness 5 years

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Aggregate Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  2,759,000
State Grant Appropriated $     180,000
Aggregate Capital Improvement Fund
     Appropriated either as a Down Payment
     or to Fully Fund Appropriations $     350,000
Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes
     Authorized $  2,229,000

Section 20 Costs:  $     232,979
Useful Life:  13.22 years

II.  The ordinance also amends Section 4.C. of Bond Ordinance No. 2044 adopted on May
21, 2002 (the “Prior Ordinance”) to change the DPW equipment and machinery acquisition
authorized from (i) a lawn tractor and (ii) a riding lawn mower/sweeper to (i) an asphalt heater
and (ii) athletic field maintenance equipment.  Revised Section 4.C. of the Prior Ordinance
shall hereafter read as follows:

“[Section 4.]C.  Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for
the use of the Department of Public Works (“DPW”) consisting of (i) an asphalt heater and
(ii) athletic field maintenance equipment.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   51,900
Down Payment Appropriated $     2,500
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   49,400
Period of Usefulness 15 years

This Notice is published pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.
Bernard A Heeney

Town Clerk
Town of Westfield

County of Union
State of New Jersey
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

The bond ordinance published herewith was introduced and passed on first reading at a
meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Westfield on April 20, 2004 and will be further
considered for final passage after public hearing at a meeting of said Town Council to be held
in the Council Chambers Municipal Building 425 East Broad Street Westfield NJ 07090 on
May 4, 2004 beginning at 8:00pm.  During the week prior to and including the date of such
further consideration, copies will be made available at the Municipal Clerk’s Office in said
Municipal Building to members of the General Public who shall request such copies.

Bernard A Heeney
Town Clerk

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO.  2089

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF SIDEWALK
AND CONSTRUCTION OF NEW SIDEWALK AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS IN
THE TOWN AND THE APPROPRIATION OF MONIES NECESSARY THERE-
FOR.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town of Westfield in the County of Union as follows:
SECTION I.  That the Town of Westfield will be replacing existing sidewalk with new

sidewalk and constructing new sidewalk where none exists at various locations and all work
necessary and incidental thereto.

SECTION II.  That all of the said improvements shall be made and completed under the
supervision of the Town Engineer and in accordance with preliminary plans and specifica-
tions on file in the office of the Town Engineer and are hereby made a part of this ordinance.

SECTION III.  That not more than fifty (50%) percent of the final cost of the project as
certified by the Chief Financial Officer shall be assessed by the Tax Assessor on lands
specially benefited by the improvement.

SECTION IV.  It is hereby determined and declared that the number of annual installations
in which the special assessment to be levied on account of the said improvements may be
paid is three (3).

SECTION V.  It is hereby determined and declared that the estimated amount of money
to be raised from all sources to said purpose is $100,000.00, and that the estimated amount
of bonds or notes necessary to be issued for said purpose is $95,000.00.  There is hereby
appropriated for said purpose the sum of $5,000.00 from Capital Improvement Funds
available for said purpose.

SECTION VI.  To finance said purposes, bonds of said Town of an aggregate principal
amount not exceeding $95,000.00 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local
Bond Law (as hereinafter defined).  Said bonds shall bear interest at a rate per annum as
may be hereafter determined within the limitations prescribed by law.  All matters with respect
to said bonds not determined by this ordinance shall be determined by resolutions to be
hereafter adopted.

SECTION VII.  To finance such purpose there shall be issued pursuant to Chapter 2 of
Title 40A of the New Jersey Statues, as amended (the “Local Bond Law”), in anticipation of
the issuance of bonds, Bond Anticipation Notes of said Town not to exceed the aggregate
principal amount the sum of $95,000.00.  Said notes shall bear interest at a rate per annum
as may hereafter be determined within the limitations prescribed by said law and may be
renewed from time to time pursuant to, and within, the limitations prescribed by said law.  All
matters with respect to said notes not determined by this ordinance shall be determined by
resolution of the Town to be hereafter adopted.

SECTION VIII.  Not more than $500.00 of the sum to be raised by the issuance of said
notes may be used to finance interest on obligation issued to finance such purpose, whether
temporary or permanent, or to finance legal expenses or to finance the cost of the issuance
of such obligations as provided in Section 20 of the Local Bond Law.

SECTION IX.  It is hereby determined and declared that the period of usefulness for the
financing of which said obligations are to be issued is a period of ten (10) years from the date
of said bonds.

SECTION X.  It is hereby determined and declared that the Supplemental Debt Statement
required by law has been duly made and filed in the office of the Town Clerk of said Town
and that such statement so filed shows that the gross debt of the Town as defined in Section
43 of the Local Bond Law is increased by this ordinance by $95,000.00, and that the bonds
authorized by this ordinance shall be within any debt limitations prescribed by said law.

SECTION XI.  Any funds received from the County of Union, the State of New Jersey or
any of their agencies or any funds received from the United States of America or any of its
agencies in aid of such purposes, shall be applied to the payment of the cost of such
purposes, or if bond anticipation notes have been issued, to the payment of the bond
anticipation notes, and the amount of bonds authorized for such purposes shall be reduced
accordingly.

SECTION XII.  The Town intends to issue bonds or notes to finance the cost of the
improvements described in Section I of this bond ordinance.  If the Town incurs such costs
prior to the issuance of the bonds or notes, the Town herby states its reasonable expectation
to reimburse itself for such expenditures with the proceeds of such bonds or notes in the
maximum principal amount of bonds or notes authorized by this bond ordinance.

SECTION XIII.  The full faith and credit of the Town are hereby pledge to the punctual
payment of the principal of the interest on the obligations authorized by this ordinance.  Said
obligations shall be direct, unlimited and general obligations of the Town, and the Town shall
levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable real property within the Town for the payment of
the principal of and interest on such bonds and notes, without limitation as to rate or amount.

SECTION XIV.  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of
this ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated
by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital
program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, is on file with
the Town Clerk and is available for public inspection.

SECTION XV.  This ordinance shall take effect twenty (20) days after first publication
thereof after final passage.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield Board
of Adjustment adopted Resolutions at its
April 12, 2004 meeting for the following
applications heard at its March 8, 2004
meeting:

Brenda Aconfora, 314 Landsdowne
Avenue, is seeking permission to construct
a second floor addition, contrary to the re-
quirements of Sections 11.06E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Approved with condi-
tions.

Rose Mathisen, 320 Ayliffe Avenue, is
seeking permission to erect an addition and
patio, contrary to the requirements of Sec-
tion 11.08E5 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Approved with conditions.

Richard and Carrie Mumford, 425 Birch
Avenue is seeking permission to erect a
second floor addition and pergola contrary
to the requirements of Section 11.08E6 and
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance.  Ap-
proved with conditions.

John and Patricia Colwell, 617
Lawrence Avenue, is seeking permission
to erect an addition contrary to the require-
ments of Section 11.08E6 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Approved with conditions.

Marla Hewitt, 762 Westfield Avenue, is
seeking permission to erect a one car ga-
rage contrary to the requirements of Sec-
tions 13.01G1b of the Land Use Ordinance.
Approved with conditions.

Stuart Baker, 1001 Wychwood Road,
is seeking permission to erect a one-story
addition, contrary to the requirements of
Section11.06E7 and 13.02C2 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Approved with condi-
tions.

Walter and Gillean Dembiec, 520 Birch
Avenue, is seeking permission to erect an
addition, contrary to the requirements of
Section 12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Approved with conditions.

Marc and Cynthia Plawker, 122 East
Dudley Avenue, is seeking permission to
erect a one- story addition, contrary to the
requirements of Section11.06E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Approved with condi-
tions.

Joseph and Ellen Oliveri, 226 Virginia
Street, is seeking permission to construct
additions; alter front porch by adding a roof
over the existing landing and construct a
handicap ramp in the side yard contrary to
the requirements of Sections 11.09E6,
12.03D, 12.04F1, and 12.04F3 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Approved with condi-
tions.

Craig Rosenthal, 22 Faulkner Drive, is
seeking permission to erect an addition con-
trary to the requirements of Section12.03D
of the Land Use Ordinance. Approved
with conditions.

Roseanne Peer, Secretary
Board of Adjustment
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HELP WANTED

Waitstaff and kitchen staff for local
restaurant. Flexible hours,
competitive salary. Experience
required. Ask for Tim 10:00am-
3:00pm (908) 232-7320

SUMMER RENTAL

Long Beach Island
4 Bedrooms,

1 house from Ocean
Call (908) 233-6751

evenings only

CHILDCARE

Experienced mom looking to
care for infant in my Westfield

home. Flexible hours.
Call (908) 654-5809

GARAGE / ESTATE SALE

Westfield - 110 Dickson Drive
Saturday 4/24, 10am to 3pm

No early birds
Dining room set, Bedroom set,
Household contents, various

furniture, kids toys

NANNY WANTED

Experienced nanny needed for a
three year old child. Monday thru
Thursday, live in or out. Must have
references and valid NJ drivers
license. Car will be provided.

Call (908) 928-1181

GARAGE SALE NOT TO MISS!

Nordic tracks, furniture, air
conditioners, artwork, tvs,
phones,skis, much more good stuff.

Saturday, May 1, 9am-5pm
Sunday, May 2, 9am-3pm

490 Otisco Drive, Westfield

FOR SALE BY OWNER

Sunday, OPEN HOUSE, 1-4pm
62 Montrose/Hendricks

Fanwood
3 BR; 1-1/2 Baths

(908) 889-7231

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield - Newly painted one
bedroom, 2nd floor, $900 per
month includes water, parking.
Central Avenue location. Call for
appointment and information.

(908) 232-1111

CASHIERS NEEDED

Busy Central Jersey Garden
Center needs Experienced FT/
PT CASHIERS to handle
customer transactions, stock
products and provide some basic
plant care. Weekdays/weekends
or both. $10 - $15/Hr depending
on exp. Call (877) 623-8873 EOE.

GARDEN CENTER STAFF

Parker Gardens in Scotch Plains
is hiring general garden center
staff for the summer season.
Garden Center duties include
some of the following: customer
assistance/sales; loading/
unloading merchandise; weeding,
stocking, cashier, etc. Applications
are being taken at:
1325 Terrill Rd, Scotch Plains.

 hr@parkerplants.com
 (877) 623-8873

EOE/MF

HELP WANTED

Do you enjoy Fun, Fitness, and
Flexibility? An established children’s
FUN fitness program seeks per-
sons who possess leadership &
admin skills, and enjoys working
with children 2-7 yrs. old. Don’t
miss this FUN opportunity, jump
aboard and join our team! Child
Care Center experience is a plus.

(732) 578-1BUS (1287)
fax: (732) 389-7824

email: funbus@aol.com
www.funbuses.com

DOCTOR’S OFFICE FOR RENT

Medical Office Available
1,300 sq. ft., ample parking

$2400 per month
Fanwood Medical Building

346 South Avenue, 1st Floor
(732) 469-7932

ADVERTISING SALES-LOCAL

Ad sales for local maps and
directories. Well-regarded
company est. 1956. Full/part time.
Ideal for retired sales pros.
Outgoing personality a must.

Call Matt Holmes
(800) 524-9055 or

fax resume (800) 618-7244.

WANTED TO RENT

WESTFIELD HOUSE RENTAL
WANTED - 2-3BR unfurnished w/
appliances & garage; prefer
Washington School Dist.; for
June 1, 2004 to Jan 31, 2005 (8
mo.); please call (917) 750-9546

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Mountainside-Newly renovated
spacious 2 bedroom apt. in 2
Family house. Dining room, Living
room, Kit. CAC & heat included.
$1400/mo 1-1/2 security. No Fee.

(908) 230-4285

Commuter Parking Spot Wanted

NYC Commuter looking for
parking spot near Westfield train
station. If available please call

Mike at (908) 789-3375

PART TIME

Legal Secretary - Real Estate
Westfield Law firm seeks qualified
individual. Must be computer literate
in Microsoft Word, 2-3 days a week.
Fax resume to (908) 232-4351

OFFICE ASSISTANT

Westfield, NJ non-profit counseling
agency seeks individual to manage
front desk, phone inquiries,
scheduling, data entry &
correspondence. Must have
computer and bookkeeping skills.
30 hrs/wk. Salary negot., benefits,
pleasant working conditions.

Fax (908) 232-6129

PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
OVERSIZED 2 CAR GARAGE

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY,
SAFE, SECURE LOCATION,

IDEAL FOR STORAGE
$250.00/M

Call Lori (973) 397-3541

MATH TUTOR

Ivy-level mathematics degree.
SAT, calculus, trigonmetry, alge-
bra, writing, study skills.

Joe (908) 781-0888

AUTO FOR SALE

91 Buick Skylark - GREAT
commuter car! Working AC, PS,
PW, PD, AM/FM Cassette, NEW
Brakes, NEW Muffler/Pipes, NEW
Inspection good for TWO years!!!

Please email Jim at :
JimR1000@yahoo.com
or call (732) - 801-3200

95 Pontiac Grand AM
PWR, 4-Door

Excellent Condition.
Best Offer

Call (908) 665-2527 eves

AUTO FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.

Call 1-866-BURGDORFF or
www.burgdorff.com\careers

SUMMER JOB

Day camp counselor! No nights or
weekends (except training). Boys
& Girls group counselors,
lifeguards, travel camp, instructors
for crafts, rollerblading, nature,
dance/movement, karate,
lacrosse & soccer. Must be High
School grad, college student or
teacher. Interviewing now.

(908) 647-0664
rvrbnd1@aol.com
or apply online at

www.campriverbend.bunk1.com

LOOKING FOR A HOUSE

Couple with small baby looking to
purchase a house in Westfield.
Husband works in Manhattan so
walking distance to train desired.
Would like to find a house soon
but very flexible with regards to
move date/possession date.

Please call Cathleen
(917) 841-4632 Principals only

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield, Northside. Lovely 5RM
Townhouse. Walk to town & NYC
Trans. CAC, W/D, DW, HdWdFlrs.
$1500 per mo. + Utils. No Fee.
Please reply to (908) 322-1238

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
1,000 sq. ft. Office Space
$3,200/mo All Inclusive

Good Location, Ground Floor.
(908) 928-9608

CHILDCARE HELP

Childcare Needed - Westfield
couple seeking pt-time, lv-out
nanny or college student; 3 dys/
wk; 24 hours. Full Time Possible
Call (908) 789-2242 between 7-9PM

PIANO FOR SALE

Leckerling - Antique, Upright
Cabinet, Grand Piano - 1913.

Best Offer.
(732) 424-8747

HOUSE CLEANING

Reliable, experience, references.
English speaking, own transport.
 Houses, Apartments & Offices.
Give your house a special touch!

Call Christine (908) 527-6261

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY

POLICY AS TO STUDENTS
The Westfield Young Artists’ Cooperative

Theatre, Inc. admits young people of any
race, color, national and ethnic origin to all
the rights, privileges, programs, and activities
generally accorded or made available to
young people in the company. It does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color,
ethnic and national origin in administration
of its educational policies, admissions
policies, scholarship and loan programs,
and athletic and other company-
administered programs.
1 T - 4/22/04, The Leader Fee: $13.77
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) Friends will
present a medley of five residences in its
Annual Home Tour, open to the public, on
Saturday, May 8, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

In its 20th year, the self-guided tour will
wind its way through picturesque and sto-
ried neighborhoods of historic Westfield
and environs. The featured homes will
represent a range of architectural influ-
ences and design sensibilities.

One residence houses a veritable an-
tique roadshow and offers a nostalgic, schol-
arly trip through bygone America. The
home also boasts a vast, museum-quality
collection of rare and exquisitely-crafted
18th and 19th American folk art.

Renee Trabert, WSO Friends President,
described the tour as “a compendium of
homes that define good taste and embody
the pleasures of hearth and home.”

Other activities include a gift basket
raffle with luxury items from top-tier mer-
chants, cultural venues and restaurants, a
plant sale, live music, free refreshments and

JJJJJuxtapose Guxtapose Guxtapose Guxtapose Guxtapose Gallerallerallerallerallery to Hy to Hy to Hy to Hy to Hostostostostost
RRRRReception for Areception for Areception for Areception for Areception for Artist Dtist Dtist Dtist Dtist Desplanesplanesplanesplanesplan

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The mixed media
collage artwork and small etchings cre-
ated by French artist and New York
resident Danielle Desplan will be spot-
lighted at Juxtapose Gallery in Westfield
during a special wine and cheese recep-
tion on Friday, April
30, beginning at xxx
p.m.

Desplan’s art-
work, according to
Juxtapose Gallery
Proprietor Gerri
Gildea, has been
shown at the
Westfield gallery for
almost 10 years.

“I use painting as
a medium to trans-
late impressions,
emotions and
memories into a vi-
sual format,” com-
mented Desplan.
“The techniques in-
volved are based on the superimposition
of several layers of painting/collages.”

She continued, “It first starts with an
abstract acrylic painting which is used as
a background. It is enhanced with wa-
tercolor, which provides light to the
painting. Then, several layers of collages
bring the almost-tri-dimensional aspect
of the work.”

Desplan added, “A very textured Japa-
nese paper appears by places below the
next layers. The collage, usually torn
from old books, gives the distinctive
picture. Further collages with translucide
rice paper, old letters from 19th century
archives, handmade paper, add new lay-
ers.”

“Finally,” she stated, “the artwork has
been reworked and the collages inte-
grated into a single piece using pastel,

gold, watercolor and fading.”
“The original meaning of the initial

collage is then destroyed, through its
general feeling is conserved and used by
the artist to create her own modern
fresco, merging into different techniques,

several centuries and
different feelings,”
noted Desplan.

“Thus, by ma-
nipulating formal
and symbolic ele-
ments, the artwork
becomes a magical
interplay of concept,
time, and place:
pieces of old paper
scribbled with differ-
ent calligraphies,
ink, pastel and wa-
tercolor are used to
create texture and
layers of color,” con-
cluded Desplan.
“The result is a lay-

ering of antiquity and modernism that
transcends time, as a unique genre of art
unfolds.”

Desplan earned a Master of Arts de-
gree in Sociology and a Master of Fine
Arts degree from the University of Paris-
Sorbonne. From 1977 to 1978, she was
an art librarian at the University of Paris-
Sorbonne. Before becoming an art
teacher in Paris from 1979 to 1984, she
was a student at Ecole des Beaux Arts in
Paris.

Between 1984 and 1993, Desplan
has shown her artwork in galleries and
exhibitions in California, France, Chi-
cago, Australia, Alaska, New York,
Canada, and New Jersey.

She has held membership in several
societies, including the California Soci-
ety of Printmakers.

               Michelle Le Poidevin for The Leader/The Times
A floral mixed media collage piece byA floral mixed media collage piece byA floral mixed media collage piece byA floral mixed media collage piece byA floral mixed media collage piece by
Danielle DesplanDanielle DesplanDanielle DesplanDanielle DesplanDanielle Desplan

CONCERT PLANNING…Milton Faith, Youth and Family Counseling ServiceCONCERT PLANNING…Milton Faith, Youth and Family Counseling ServiceCONCERT PLANNING…Milton Faith, Youth and Family Counseling ServiceCONCERT PLANNING…Milton Faith, Youth and Family Counseling ServiceCONCERT PLANNING…Milton Faith, Youth and Family Counseling Service
Executive Director, left, meets with the Reverend Alphonse Stephenson, conductorExecutive Director, left, meets with the Reverend Alphonse Stephenson, conductorExecutive Director, left, meets with the Reverend Alphonse Stephenson, conductorExecutive Director, left, meets with the Reverend Alphonse Stephenson, conductorExecutive Director, left, meets with the Reverend Alphonse Stephenson, conductor
of the Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea, to discuss the Saturday, May 22 benefitof the Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea, to discuss the Saturday, May 22 benefitof the Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea, to discuss the Saturday, May 22 benefitof the Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea, to discuss the Saturday, May 22 benefitof the Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea, to discuss the Saturday, May 22 benefit
concert at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.concert at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.concert at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.concert at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.concert at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

OOOOOrrrrrchestra of Schestra of Schestra of Schestra of Schestra of St. Pt. Pt. Pt. Pt. Peter beter beter beter beter by the Sy the Sy the Sy the Sy the Seaeaeaeaea
ConcerConcerConcerConcerConcert on Mt on Mt on Mt on Mt on May 22 to Aid ay 22 to Aid ay 22 to Aid ay 22 to Aid ay 22 to Aid YFCSYFCSYFCSYFCSYFCS

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Reverend
Alphonse Stephenson and his Orchestra of
St. Peter by the Sea will present a concert to
benefit Youth and Family Counseling Ser-
vice (YFCS) on Saturday, May 22, at 8 p.m.
at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

The 14th annual concert conducted by
Rev. Alphonse to benefit YFCS, this con-
cert is the agency’s only fundraiser.

The orchestra presents 60 concerts per
year, both on tour and at their summer
open-air concert series, the Festival of the
Atlantic, at Point Pleasant Bach. The en-
semble performs a wide range of music,
and the program for each concert is a blend
of classical selections, “pops” favorites, op-

eratic arias and patriotic medleys.
According to YFCS, Rev. Alphonse sees

the conductor as a communicator with the
orchestra and with the audience. He makes
sure that people who come to each concert
feel a part of what is going on and enter into
the enjoyment of the evening.

A Lieutenant Colonel in the New Jersey
Air National Guard, Rev. Alphonse serves
as Chaplain of the 108th Air Refueling
Wing at McGuire Air Force Base. He
balances his military duties with his pasto-
ral responsibilities and musical career.

For more information about he concert,
to become a sponsor, or to purchase tickets,
please call YFCS at (908) 233-2042.

Mountainside Potters’ Guild
To Hold Annual Spring Sale

more.
All profits will benefit the WSO, whose

ambitious and wide-ranging repertoire
places it among the top New Jersey sym-
phonies and the state’s most precious
artistic resources. The WSO also con-
ducts educational outreach programs that
impact the lives of over 2,000 pupils
through special concerts and master
classes.

The award-winning WSO, which is
comprised of professional musicians and
led by Maestro David Wroe, is the Resident
Orchestra of Union County.

Home Tour tickets are $25 in advance
and $30 on the day of the event. Addresses
for the spotlighted homes are printed on
the tickets and a WSO Home Tour map is
also provided. Tickets may also be pur-
chased at a variety of Westfield-area busi-
nesses and retail establishments.

For more information on the Home Tour
or a schedule of WSO events, please call the
WSO Office at (908) 232-9400 or visit
www.westfieldsymphony.com.

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

The Alamo:The Alamo:The Alamo:The Alamo:The Alamo:
RRRRRememberememberememberememberemember, I, I, I, I, Indeedndeedndeedndeedndeed

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & ½ POPCORNS

Many of our historical heroes were drunk-
ards. And louts. And let’s not forget
philanderers…no fun in history if you don’t
have philanderers. Some were even oppor-
tunists posing as patriots. Can you imagine
that? Well, director John Lee Hancock can,
and does in his very dour yet still strangely
engaging version of The Alamo.

The attention to detail and sometimes
curious toppling of icons may have some
disgruntled filmgoers exclaiming, “Remem-
ber John Wayne’s 1960 version.” In case
you’ve forgotten, the Duke directed him-
self as Davy Crockett, paid more attention
to Hollywood than history, and garnered
seven Oscar nominations in the process.

Of course, anyone who ever cracked a
book knows Wayne’s very colorful but
inaccurate take was really just his self-
aggrandizing way of giving something back
to the country, as well as the profession.
But that was before J.F.K.’s assassination,
when there wasn’t such a cynically mad rush
to unlearn Muzzey (David S.), the historian
whose pro-expansionism influenced several
generations of schoolchildren in the first few
decades of the 20th century. We were living
in one of those post-war, semi-delusional
eras. That’s when although we know the
truth, we still figure that we’ve re-earned the
luxury of imbibing the myth…and letting it
exist side-by-side with the facts.

Sadly or not, we are currently not in such
a period. We experienced a very brief version
of one a couple of years back, when we were
confident that our civilization had tran-
scended the foils of empire: i.e.- That we’d
never do another Vietnam. But it looks like
we’re back to cynicism. Still, it bears noting.
Yes, Hancock’s contribution to the story of
the Alamo, based on the writings of Leslie
Bohem and Stephen Gaghan, smacks of
stark realism. Yet truth be told, the recogniz-
able names of the saga don’t entirely dimin-
ish the celebrity which time and public
penchant have accorded them.

Translating them in the present-minded
way that an enlightened Hollywood in
search of box office receipts might, Crockett,
Travis, Bowie and Houston are now more
like rock stars. The flaws go with them. Oh,
perhaps Crockett might be the exception
that proves the rule, portrayed splendidly
by Billy Bob Thornton with just the right
stitch of human ambiguity…sort of the
John Lennon of the group.

But Bowie, exacted right down to his
consumptive self-destruction by Jason
Patric, is certainly your Keith Richards.
And so on it goes. Dennis Quaid is Sam
Houston, the methodical plotter, perhaps
more politician and autocrat than altruist.

And in the film’s most enigmatic char-
acterization, Patrick Wilson is solid as
William Travis, spit and polish in the
theatre of war, but a shadowy question
mark at home.

Interestingly, director Hancock takes a
slightly different tack than most chroniclers
who preceded him. Maybe it’s because we
all know how things turned out in 1836,
when 175 Texans and Tejanos held out for
13 days in the mission-turned-fort against
General Santa Anna’s army of 7,000.

But by extending the tale through the
Battle of Jacinto some six weeks later, the
story becomes more historical than
elegiacal. And in this way the filmmaker
also opens the door for some political
speculation, as well as an aspersion or two.

Be it known, this is a far less romantic
and much savvier Alamo. The deductions
are grim and pragmatic. Likewise the battle
scenes and ultimate outcome are more
devastating than glorious. Hence those
who prefer their history a little less histori-
cal may wish to pass.

And yet, even though the early word on
this film spoke of bleak and trenchant
doings, how could I not see for myself? I
ask you. Back in the day, when Disney
aired the TV series on ABC and Fess
Parker so grandly played the title role, did
I not sing, at the top of my lungs, “Davy,
Davy Crockett, king of the wild
frontier”...then skipping several lines, and
rejoining the lyrics with, “…kilt him a
be’ar when he was only three?”

I inevitably laughed. How could he kill a
bear when he was only three? Probably he was
more like 10, my age, when he kilt a be’ar.

Gosh. I couldn’t kill a bear, let alone “kilt” one.
And so this was dead serious stuff…worthy of
adulation and song. But perhaps the most
important proof of my devotion to the lore
was a possession…a property right up there in
importance with my English racer bicycle,
which in those days, understandably enough,
was a surrogate horse.

I no longer have the coonskin cap that
vouched my loyalty to Davy and all things
American. But I’m hoping it turns up on
the “Antiques Road Show” one of these
nights. It’ll be interesting to see if the
assaying expert spots the inconsistency.
You see, coonskin caps came in basically
two permutations: with and without tail.
Naturally, those with a genuine raccoon
appendage were more expensive. Which
gave my mom an idea. Why spend the
extra cash? She had just had a fur coat
remodeled, and was the beneficiary of a
leftover pelt or two. What difference did it
make that it wasn’t raccoon? And so maybe
it offers a window of explanation about
how I turned out. But to the best of my
knowledge I was the only Davy Crockett
on the block with a mink tail hanging from
his otherwise genuine coonskin hat.

In the movie, there’s a tale to Davy’s
hat, too…pun shamefully intended. Dur-
ing a rare light moment, chided by Jim
Bowie about the signature apparatus as
they swap stories, Crockett admits that it
wasn’t until a stage actor impersonating
him donned the hat that he made it his
trademark. Flashing a sly grin, Davy in-
forms: “People expect things.”

It’s doubtful this was the sort of grin that
could stop a bear in his tracks…what Davy
called “grinning down” in the original
Disney series. But it’s certainly one of the
reasons Thornton proves a valid Crockett.
We are convinced of his stardom, and can
appreciate how he might very well be the
prototype for the endless supply of working
class heroes that would become an integral
part of the American ethos.

In fact, Messrs. Quaid, Wilson and
Patric also do their share, albeit in a lesser
register, to humanize this early 19th cen-
tury Fab Four. It proves a boon to the film.
Because admittedly, Hancock affords us
little quarter once the cannons start firing.
And with nary a bit of comedy relief to
spell the war-weary viewer, only these
personality segues and the film’s political
deductions help mitigate what can other-
wise be a rather unrelenting experience.

Even by taking the film past the tragedy
and allowing for the avenging upshot that
gained Texas its independence, the direc-
tor never changes the focus of his effort.
It’s always there, imbedded in the national
psyche, along with the pokes, jabs, slights,
insults and other egregious offenses a na-
tion reminds itself to remember if it’s
around long enough. But maybe it’s the
metaphor The Alamo has come to repre-
sent that gets us most. For let’s face it.
Ultimately, we are all in an Alamo of sorts.
And that’s not easy to forget.

* * * * * * *
The AlamoThe AlamoThe AlamoThe AlamoThe Alamo, rated PG-13, is a Touch-

stone Pictures release directed by John Lee
Hancock and stars Billy Bob Thornton,
Patrick Wilson and Dennis Quaid. Run-
ning time: 137 minutes.
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CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD — The Celebration
Singers will participate in the Chicago
Choral Festival from Saturday, May 1 to
Tuesday, May 4, joining six other com-
munity and collegiate choirs in a perfor-
mance of Gabriel Faure’s Requiem with
professional orchestra and soloists on
Monday, May 3, at Chicago’s Symphony
Center, home of the Chicago Symphony.

The Celebration Singers will join a
festival chorus of adult singers from across
the United States for rehearsal and per-
formance leadership by Simon
Carrington, founder of the Kings Sing-
ers and Professor of Choral at Yale Uni-
versity.

After the performance, the choral par-
ticipants will then enjoy Chicago’s sky-
line by night on board a post-concert
reception cruise on Lake Michigan.

The Celebration Singers will return to
New Jersey on May 4 and go right into
final rehearsals for their spring concert
“Keepin the Beat.” The dessert cabaret
will be held on Friday and Saturday, May
7 and 8 at 8 p.m. at St Anne’s Church,
325 Second Avenue in Garwood.

The spring concert, under the direc-
tion of Sean Berg, will be the group’s
second annual dessert cabaret and will
feature songs from Broadway shows in-
cluding: The Fantasticks, Bye Bye Birdie,
Guys and Dolls, Les Miserables, Annie,
Chicago, Rent, Grease, Hairspray and
many others.

Tickets are available for $15 adults,
$12 children and senior citizens with a
10 percent discount for full-table book-
ings. For ticket information, please e-
mail celebrationsingers@hotmail.com or
call (908) 241-8200 to leave a voicemail
message. Someone will return your call.
Tickets will also be available at the door
as well on May 7 and 8.
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without any knowledge of its underly-
ing meaning, the listener cannot help
being moved by the emotional con-
tent of this profound piece, which is at
times mournful, ironic, tortured, and
regretful.

Wroe’s interpretation was powerful
in its intimacy. The orchestra played
superbly, most memorably in delicate
solo passages by each of the string
principals. The most extensive were by
the superb concertmaster, Anton

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Concerto Competition
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The Internet Lounge locasted
at 256 South Ave, Fanwood, will
be hosting an Open Mic/Karaoke
Night on Sunday, May 2, at 7
p.m.  Join us for a cup of gourmet
coffee and a wide variety of or-
ganic foods and participate in an
original poetry reading, a stand-
up comedy routine or a musical
number.  There’s no cover charge,
so come and spend a few hours in
a friendly relaxed atmosphere,
make new friends, surf the web or
play a game of Diablo2,
NeverWinter Nights, WarCraft or
Counter-Strike.  To ask about our
schedule of events feel free to con-
tact us at (908) 490-1234 or visit
our web site:
www.theinternetlounge.com.
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MURRAMURRAMURRAMURRAMURRAY HILLY HILLY HILLY HILLY HILL – The 25th An-
niversary Concert Season of the New
Jersey Youth Symphony
(NJYS) will culminate in
a special performance on
Sunday, June 6, at 4 p.m.
in Prudential Hall at the
New Jersey Performing
Arts Center in Newark.

The program will in-
clude “Jubilee,” a com-
missioned composition
by Westfield Public
Schools Fine Arts De-
partment Chairperson
Raymond Wojcik of
Clinton. The piece will be performed
by the six orchestras and two flute
ensembles that make up the NJYS.

Other showcased conductors in-

clude Dr. George Walker of
Montclair, David Sampson of

Morristown, Rita Asch
of Princeton, Donald
Behm of Berkeley
Heights, and David
Austin of Chatham.

Wojcik, who will be
one of the six featured
New Jersey composers,
served as Composer-in-
Residence in 2000 at
the Conductors Insti-
tute of Bard College in
New York. He is also
the former Music Di-

rector and Conductor of the Garden
State Philharmonic.

For more information, please visit
www.njys.org.

Raymond WojcikRaymond WojcikRaymond WojcikRaymond WojcikRaymond Wojcik

This non-profit musical organization
has grown in scope, appeal, audience,
and member enthusiasm. The group has
expanded since last year, and continues
to offer a tuition-free choral training
program for children aged 9 to 13.

Funding has been made possible in
part by the New Jersey State Council on
the Arts, Department of State, through a
grant administered by the Union County
Division of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs.

Miller, whose playing had an almost
other-worldly pathos.

The piece ended like the last breaths
of a dejected and dying man. After the
last bleakly whispered note, it took
nearly a minute for the tension to
subside, at which point the audience
applauded tentatively, dumbstruck by
the sheer emotional weight of the
piece.

Ending the program was Mozart’s
penultimate Symphony No. 40.
Though in the hardly cheery key of G
minor, the piece seemed almost light-
hearted in comparison to the preced-
ing selection. Many members of the
audience, seeming relieved to be res-
cued from the depths of Shostakovich’s
innermost demons, clapped at the end
of the first movement.

Maestro Wroe’s tempos were char-
acteristically brisk throughout. Even
the slow movement seemed somewhat
restless. As seems to be his custom,
Wroe shaped every phrase and nuance
with his baton and his inexhaustible
energy.

Because of the torrid pace of this
performance, Maestro flung himself
from one side of the podium to the
other in quick succession as the the-
matic material jumped between in-
strumental sections. Although the
speed of these movements was some-
what visually distracting, he achieved
the tension and drama the piece called
for.

This rather lengthy evening was
satisfying on many levels. It was both
exhilarating and emotionally drain-
ing. If I had felt any other way as I left
the concert hall, I would have been
disappointed.

MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE – The Pot-
ters’ Guild of New Jersey will host its
10th Annual Spring Sale of functional
and sculptural ceramics and ceramic
jewelry at the Community Presbyte-
rian Church at 1459 Deer Path in
Mountainside on Saturday, April 24,
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday,
April 25, from 12 to 5 p.m. Admission
is free.

Several potters from the area will
exhibit their work this season, includ-

ing pots, large carved vases, tile work,
wall pieces, pitchers, and teapots will
be available, as well as platters, casse-
roles, raku and pit-fired vessels in vary-
ing colors and styles, and one-of-a-
kind sculptures and decorative objects
of art.

For directions to the show or more
information about membership to the
guild, please visit
www.PottersGuildNJ.org or call Judy
Musicant at (908) 233-1633.
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By BRAD TINFOWBy BRAD TINFOWBy BRAD TINFOWBy BRAD TINFOWBy BRAD TINFOW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Music Director David Wroe led the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra in pre-
senting the three winners of the New
Jersey Music Teachers Assocation Con-
certo Competition last Saturday night
at the Union County Arts Center.
Although the competition was open
to piano, strings, brass, and wood-
winds, the winners in all three age
groups were pianists. The performers,
all of whom had already impressive
resumes, played the first movements
of their respective pieces.

Nine-year-old Contance Lin Kaita
opened the concert with Haydn Piano
Concerto in D. She played with
sprightly energy and personality, mak-
ing the most of its relatively light-
weight musical substance. Confident
throughout the piece, Kaita seemed to
be even more relaxed in the cadenza,
where she had the greatest freedom.
The audience responded with an en-
thusiastic ovation, impressed with her
command and poise.

Emily Choi captured the audience
from the moment she stepped on stage
in a stunning gold-trimmed red dress.
It was difficult to glean from her onstage
demeanor that she was merely 12 years
old.

Maestro Wroe chose a quick tempo
for Beethoven Piano Concerto No.1.
To my taste, the opening theme lacked
the bouncy quality that gives it its
character. Choi had no technical diffi-
culty in keeping to the breakneck
speed, but at times her liberal pedaling
blurred her otherwise glittering pas-
sage work. She showed more flexibil-
ity in the extensive cadenza. Although
she continued to attack the rapid pas-
sages with ferocity, she was able to let
the lyrical sections breathe more. After
the orchestra’s tag ending following
the cadenza, the hall filled with thun-
derous applause.

Andrew Nguyen performed the Pi-
ano Concerto No. 1 by Rachmaninoff,
who composed the piece just after
graduating from Moscow Conserva-
tory. The piece makes formidable tech-
nical demands on the soloist, includ-
ing rapid and difficult passage work,
thunderous chords and octaves, and a
singing tone. Musically it is less satis-

fying than his more mature works, but
it is still unmistakably in the composer’s
idiom.

Mr. Nguyen seemed more aware of
the world outside his own sphere, as
he followed the Maestro’s baton in-
tently, in a true musical collaboration.
This highly romantic piece allowed
the pianist considerable interpretative
license, and he exploited it well. His
seemingly effortless technique, natu-
ral musicality, singing tone, and spon-
taneous interpretation left the audi-
ence astounded for the third time of
the evening.

Opening the second half of the pro-
gram, Shostakovich’s Chamber Sym-
phony was arranged for string orches-
tra from his String Quartet No. 8. The
composer wrote the piece in 1959
while in Dresden, where he observed
first hand the city still in ruins from
World War II allied bombing. It was
published with the inscription “In
memory of the victims of fascism and
war.” Maestro Wroe dedicated Satur-
day night’s performance to the U.S.
soldiers who have died fighting in
Iraq.

This highly autobiographical piece,
filled with reminiscences of the
composer’s own compositions, is based
on a four-note motif comprising his
initials, DSCH (D, E flat, C, B). The
subtext of the work is the composer’s
personal torment with Stalinism. But

Our world is full of interesting
people. The planet is awash with tal-
ented, creative individuals who enrich
our lives with their artistry. I’ve always
been amazed at the amount of brilliant
artists who make their homes here in
Union County. But never have I been
so impressed with an artist as I am
with Westfield resident Catalina
Gaglioti, and she’s just 11-years old.

A fifth grader at Jefferson Elemen-
tary School, Miss Gaglioti has already
accomplished feats few adults ever have
the chutzpah to do. A member of The
Little Opera Company of New Jersey,
the young singer will be performing in
Turandot on April 24, 25 and May 1 at
Westfield High School. The beautiful
Puccini opera will boast professional
and local singers as well as featuring
the talent of Catalina. But the up-
coming opera is just the tip of the
iceberg for the gifted Miss Gaglioti.

The young artist who sings opera
like an angel also plays the flute and
the harp and taught herself the key-
board. She is a member of the All
City Chorus in Westfield, as well as
the children’s division of Celebration
Singers in Cranford. Determined to
be the best performer she can possibly
be, she studies with Broadway veteran
Juan Pineda and Grammy Winner
Carol Thompson.

Her grades in school are phenom-
enal and she hopes someday to attend
Juliard or Princeton. Featured at a
September 11 memorial, Miss Gaglioti
performed to a hushed crowd at Lib-
erty State Park and also sings at all
openings of Wyndham Hotels.

But she’s just a regular kid. And
that’s a fact. Her mom, June Gaglioti,
an artist herself who owned a profes-
sional dance studio for thirty years,
told The Leader/Times that absolutely
none of this goes to Catalina’s head.
“She’s rather humble about it, in fact,”

her mother said.
The 11-year old prodigy has normal

friends as does things that most ado-
lescents do. They study together, they
play together and Catalina’s biggest
fan is her sister, Olympia. June is
determined to let her daughter have a
normal childhood.

“She does want
to be fa-
m o u s , ”
J u n e
said,

“but
only so
she can
give some-
thing back. She
wants to take care of people who don’t
have anything.”

The young singer recently said that
she admired Angelina Jolie because
the actress works so hard at helping
the disadvantaged.
Rather wise words from an 11-year

old, don’t you think? But June told
The Leader/Times that her talented
daughter has always been this way. She

feels most com-
fortable singing
in church and
once told her
mother, “God
gave me a gift.
If I brag about
it, it could be
taken away.” I
can only imag-
ine how proud
June and her
husband, At-
torney Amedeo
Gaglioti, must

be of their little girl.
“She’s a perfectionist
and she works very
hard,” June said, “but
for all the right rea-
sons.”

When asked if she
wanted to audition for
shows like Star Search
and American Idol,
Catalina politely re-
plied, “No, thank you.”
Instead, the incredibly
grounded little singer
chooses to work hard in
school and perfect her
craft. She wants a profes-
sional career, but only on

her own terms. “She won’t
be a one-hit wonder,” June

said.
This coming September, Catalina

will be performing in a private concert
somewhere here in Westfield. The
venue has not yet been decided but
June promised to alert The Leader/
Times when the details are finalized.
I’ll be first in line for tickets. I am sure
that this is only the beginning for
Catalina Gaglioti.

By MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANO
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The unfortunate and unexpected
illness of Carolyn Aiken gave the
April 17 Coffee with Conscience
concert goers the opportunity to
attend the performance of spirited
folk music singer-songwriter, Jes-
sica Owen.

Owen, originally from Edmonton,
Alberta Canada, and currently liv-
ing in Montclair stepped up to the
microphone to fill in for the bron-
chitis-stricken Aiken. The audience
was not disappointed.

Owen’s voice has been compared
to that of Jewel and her songwriting
to that of Sarah McLachlan. Satur-
day night’s performance demon-
strated her range of versatility. Her
voice was soft and melodious when
singing “This Doesn’t Happen Ev-
ery Day,” a new ballad co-written in
Nashville, with Byron Hill, and
brash and forceful when singing
“Struck By a Change.”

”I tend to write songs about things
that bruise me,” Owen told her
audience before singing “31,” a song
that was “hopefully” written from
the perspective of her ex-husband
while she was going through her
divorce.

She also shared with concert goers
the fast-paced “One More Time,”
which she called a “pep up” song.
Owen’s mastery of the acoustic gui-
tar complimented her voice and lyr-
ics.

Two of Owen’s songs from her
1999 album, “Humanisms” have
been used on the NBC television
show, “Providence.” Her latest al-
bum, “ever so slightly rearranged”
was released in 2003.

For more
i n f o r m a -
tion on Jes-
sica Owen,
or to hear
clips from
her two al-
bums, log
on to her
website at
www.jessicaowen.com.

R a c h e l
Bissex, who
hails from
Vermont, was originally slated to
open for Aiken. Bissex is a critically
acclaimed singer-songwriter who
has been touring for fifteen years
and has produced four albums.

Bissex’s energetic performance
was sprinkled with audience inter-
action. She candidly spoke about
the trials of the last year which
included a bout with breast cancer,
her son’s tour of duty in Iraq, her
husband’s need for double hip re-
placement “both at the same time”
and the death of her dog. She shared
“Do Not Be Afraid,” an original
song that Bissex admits she often
turned to while undergoing her per-
sonal ordeals, and invited the audi-
ence to sing the refrain along with
her.

Bissex has been a finalist in many
folk festivals and has opened for
musical greats such as Ray Charles
and Shawn Colvin. She will be shar-
ing the stage with Peter, Paul and
Mary in an upcoming concert.

Owen and Bissex, who had never
before performed together on the
same bill, gave the audience a treat
when producer Ahrre Maros
brought them on stage for an en-
core.

For more information on Rachel
Bissex, or to hear selections of her
music,  log on to
www.rachelbissex.com.

Coffee with Conscience’s April
17 concert benefited the Greater
Plainfield Habitat for Humanity.
The concert was recorded by WCT
TV-36. Residents of Mountainside,
Fanwood, Scotch Plains and
Westfield can view the performance
at 10 a.m. and 10 p.m. on Fridays
and at 7 p.m. Sundays in May.

Rachel BissexRachel BissexRachel BissexRachel BissexRachel Bissex

Owen, Bissex Lend
Talent to Concert
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Today, April 22, marks the thirty-
fourth anniversary of the establish-
ment of Earth Day, now an interna-
tionally recognized holiday. Dawn
Publications, a children’s book pub-
lisher located in Nevada City, CA,
specializes in books that foster and
inspire children’s deeper understand-
ing and appreciation for all life on
Earth. They have recently released
“Earth Day Birthday,” picture book
for children by Pattie Schnetzler.

The text of “Earth Day Birthday”
is written in the style of “The Twelve
Days of Christmas,” and its sing-
along lyrics can be sung to its tune.
Each page representing one of the
twelve days in Earth
Day is accompanied by
bold and bright pictures
of animals in the wild.
Wolves, seals, a bald
eagle and bison are just
a few of the animals
featured in their natu-
ral habitat in this de-
lightful book. As an
added bonus, the au-
thor provides eight dif-
ferent ways for chil-
dren, parents and teach-
ers to celebrate Earth
Day.

Children ages four to eight will
enjoy reading about Earth Day in

“Let’s Celebrate Earth Day,” by Pete
and Connie Roop. In easy to under-
stand language, the au-
thors explore the ori-
gins of Earth Day and
other environmentally
sensitive issues. The
book is crammed with
interesting environ-
mental facts that will
add to the understand-
ing of the holiday.
(Millbrook Press,
2001)

“Earth Book for Kids: Activities to
Help Heal the Environment” by
Linda Schwartz is an older book, yet
still timely (Learning Works, 1990.)
There are lots of interactive activi-

ties to help children
aged nine to 12 under-
stand environmental
topics such as recycling
and conservation.

Ever wonder where
garbage goes? “Where
Does the Garbage
Go?” By Paul Showers
(Harper Trophy 1994:
Revised Edition) tar-
gets early elementary
age children and pro-
vides a glimpse of how
garbage was disposed

of in the days before recycling and
landfills. Technically accurate pic-
tures of recycling are included.

Enslow Publishers, located in Ber-
keley Heights has a “Finding Out

About Holidays” Se-
ries. Their “Earth Day,”
written by Elaine
Landau (2002) is tar-
geted to very young
readers and gives a good
introduction of the im-
portance of the holiday
to this age group. The
book also details how
children can help clean
up the environment,

and text is emphasized with color
photographs.

College Club to HCollege Club to HCollege Club to HCollege Club to HCollege Club to Hostostostostost
SPFHS SSPFHS SSPFHS SSPFHS SSPFHS Select Chorelect Chorelect Chorelect Chorelect Chorususususus

SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – The Col-
lege Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains
will host the Select Chorus of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School dur-
ing the Monday, April 26, meeting
at 7:30 p.m.

The ensemble is under the direction
of Laurie Wellman. The performance,
which will be held at Union Catholic
Regional High School, is open to the
public. For more information, please
call Nancy at (908) 889-7624.

58 Elm Street • Westfield

908-232-3278

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

Serving The Community
for 30 Years

www.juxtaposegallery.com

OPENING RECEPTION:OPENING RECEPTION:OPENING RECEPTION:OPENING RECEPTION:OPENING RECEPTION:

Friday, April 30, 6 - 9 p.m.

Please Join Us!

Danielle Desplan

drawn, painted,
glued, written, waxed

pieces of paper . . .
As if they were samples of

life, crumbs of
recomposed movements,

layers of memories.

Etchings and Collages

“Melodie”

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

ON VIEW:ON VIEW:ON VIEW:ON VIEW:ON VIEW:
April 30 - May 14, 2004

10am - 5:30pm Mon. - Sat. • 10am - 8pm Thurs

PresentsPresentsPresentsPresentsPresents

ReminderReminderReminderReminderReminder
Westfield Street FairWestfield Street FairWestfield Street FairWestfield Street FairWestfield Street Fair

Sunday, April 25Sunday, April 25Sunday, April 25Sunday, April 25Sunday, April 25

Get Outta
The House
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* * * * * * *
Celebrate at Summit’s RRRRReeveeveeveeveeves-es-es-es-es-

RRRRReed Arboreed Arboreed Arboreed Arboreed Arboretumetumetumetumetum on Saturday, April
24, from 1 to 4 p.m. by participating
in one of many hands-on service
projects that will help the gardens and
woodlands grow. Projects include
woodland trail restoration to protect
the delicate flowers and plants, and
the removal of invasive plants to help
create a more diverse, native wood-
land habitat. It’s free, but you’ll need
to register. Call (908) 273-8787, ex-
tension no. 14.

* * * * * * *
The Fanwood Clean Community

Committee has announced that the
Annual FAnnual FAnnual FAnnual FAnnual Fanwood Clean-upanwood Clean-upanwood Clean-upanwood Clean-upanwood Clean-up will be
held on April 24. Volunteers will as-
semble at the South train station park-
ing area at 8:30 a.m. and work should
be completed by noon. Earth Day T-
shirts, work gloves and garbage bags
will be furnished to all participants. If
you are planning to attend, notify the
Fanwood Public Works Department
in advance by calling (908) 322-7404.

* * * * * * *
The Great Swamp Outdoor Educa-

tion Center in nearby Chatham will
present WWWWWildlife Bildlife Bildlife Bildlife Bildlife Babies: Annualabies: Annualabies: Annualabies: Annualabies: Annual
EarEarEarEarEarth Dth Dth Dth Dth Day Celebrationay Celebrationay Celebrationay Celebrationay Celebration, from noon
to 4 p.m. on Sunday, April 25. For only
$1, enjoy educational games, kiddie
crafts, demonstrations, hikes, animals,
and more for the entire family. Call
(973) 635-6629.

* * * * * * *
JJJJJersey Cityersey Cityersey Cityersey Cityersey City’’’’’s Libers Libers Libers Libers Liberty Sty Sty Sty Sty State Ptate Ptate Ptate Ptate Parararararkkkkk will

hold a daylong event on April 24, with
theatrical performances, live animals,
guided nature walks, hands-on craft
activities, a live falconry demonstration,
and a field trip to Caven Point Beach.
Call the park’s Interpretive Center at
(201) 915-3409. There will also be an
EarEarEarEarEarth Dth Dth Dth Dth Day 2004 5K Ray 2004 5K Ray 2004 5K Ray 2004 5K Ray 2004 5K Run/Wun/Wun/Wun/Wun/Walk &alk &alk &alk &alk &
FFFFFairairairairair along the Hudson River Water-
front. For information on that event,
call (201) 915-3403.

* * * * * * *
“““““YYYYYou Can Mou Can Mou Can Mou Can Mou Can Make a Dake a Dake a Dake a Dake a Differifferifferifferifferenceenceenceenceence”””””

will be held during the week of April
21 to 25 at the Trailside Nature and
Science Center in Mountainside.
Family programs, drop-off programs
for children, nature hikes, an evening
hike, and a planting workshop are
the highlights of this year’s Earth
Awareness Week. For any of these
events, call (908) 789-3670.

Continued on PContinued on PContinued on PContinued on PContinued on Page 19age 19age 19age 19age 19
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WESTFIELD -- Westfield Art As-
sociation, “Art in Westfield” Side-
walk Art Show and Sale, Saturday
May 8.  Raindate May 15.  10 am-
5 pm.  Downtown Westfield.  Co-
sponsored by Downtown Westfield
Corporation and Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce.  Free.  In-
formation  908-233-3021.

SSSSSpring Concerpring Concerpring Concerpring Concerpring Concert St St St St Setetetetet
BBBBBy y y y y WWWWWestfield Gestfield Gestfield Gestfield Gestfield Glee Clublee Clublee Clublee Clublee Club
WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Westfield Glee

Club, under the direction of Thomas Booth,
will perform 79th Year Spring Concerts on
Saturday, May 1, at 8 p.m. at the Church
of the Holy Cross in North Plainfield, and
on Sunday, May 2, at 4 p.m. at the
Westminster Presbyterian Church in Ber-
keley Heights.

The varied program will introduce new
songs and arrangements, while recalling
classics such as “Brothers Sing On” by
Edvard Grieg, “Great and Glorious” by
Haydn, and others. The theater and nov-
elty numbers will add contrast in style.

Saxophonist Buckley Hugo and pianist
Thomas Booth will be the special guests for
the concerts.

Hugo, the Saturday concert artist, has
been active in the New York area music
scene with groups and solo performances
in a range of styles, including jazz. He
earned a Bachelor of Music degree from the
University of Miami, and his career has
included active performances and educa-
tion positions.

Booth, the Sunday concert special artist,
will perform on the grand piano.

All are invited to attend the concerts,
and the men and women singers invite
interested student and adult singers to join
the Westfield Glee Club.

Tickets are available from members and
at the door for a donation of $12 for general
admission and $10 for students and senior
citizens. For more information, please call
Dale Juntilla at (908) 232-0673.


