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HONORING THE BEST…Watchung Hills Warrior Carl Riccio receives an emotional and encouraging greeting from
the entire Westfield Blue Devil baseball team prior to “Play Ball,” in the opening round of the First Annual Greater
Watchung Hills Tournament, which was held in honor of Carl on April 10. Carl was an outstanding baseball player and
wrestler for the Warriors and incurred an athletic career-ending injury.
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Security Cameras To Be
Installed At Beechwood

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Mountainside’s Chief School Ad-
ministrator, Dr. Gerard Schaller, an-
nounced at Tuesday night’s meeting
of the Board of Education that play-
ground equipment for the newly
opened Beechwood School has been
purchased and should be installed by
May.

In other business, the board ap-
proved the two-day eighth grade trip
to Washington D.C. from May 6 to 7.
The trip was suspended for the last
two years in the wake of the Septem-
ber 11, 2001 tragedy.

The board also approved a $5,700
closed circuit television security sys-
tem to be installed at Beechwood
School to monitor the entrances at
both the school and board offices.
The board also approved an invoice
to National Enviro Remediation Ser-
vices, LLC for asbestos abatement
services for Deerfield School in the
amount of $9,400. In addition, it
approved a $3,580 invoice to Health
& Safety Services for laboratory fees
and project monitoring related to the
asbestos abatement for Deerfield.

Board member Ray Haggar an-
nounced that in a matter of weeks,
equipment to televise board meet-
ings should be purchased. “We are
looking for the right type and the
right amount,” he said. The board is
concerned with the quality of the

audio as well as the visual and wants
assurance that both will be as clear as
possible before anything is pur-
chased. “Videotaping is fairly low on
our list of priorities,” Board Presi-
dent Peter Goggi replied when asked
by an audience member why there
has been such a long delay in pur-
chasing the equipment. “In relation
to adding value to our students, this
fell low on our list, especially in light
of the asbestos abatement,” he con-
cluded.

The search for a new chief school
administrator has been narrowed
down from 24 to four candidates.
“We will be starting the semi-final
round of interviews,” Mr. Goggi said.
“I am very pleased with the level of
candidacy,” he continued.
“Mountainside is a school people
want to work in,” he concluded.

Mr. Goggi acknowledged parting
board members Sally Riveccio and
Richard Kress, who have served on
the board nine and 15 years, respec-
tively, by saying, “On behalf of the
board and as a community member,
I would like to thank Richard and
Sally for their dedication. I have
thoroughly enjoyed working with you
both.”

“It has been an honor,” Mrs.
Riveccio responded. She and Mr.
Kress are not seeking re-election in
the board elections on Tuesday, April
20. Polls will be open from 2 to 9 p.m.

Naming of Egan Court
Set For Memorial Day

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A Memorial Day ceremony to of-
ficially name Egan Court was for-
mally announced at Tuesday
evening’s Mountainside council
agenda setting meeting.

Mayor Robert F. Viglianti an-
nounced that at 12:30 p.m. on Mon-
day, May 31, immediately following
the noon Memorial Day ceremony at
the library, there will be an assembly
at the Egan Court location, where
another ceremony will mark the un-
veiling of the new street sign.

A resolution regarding the naming
of Egan Court after Lieutenant James
T. Egan, of the United States Marine
Corps, was read at the November
2003 council meeting. The resolu-
tion stated that the right-of-way,
which was a recent subdivision on
New Providence Road, would be
named in the Marine’s honor.

Lieutenant Egan has been listed as
Missing In Action in South Vietnam for
over 30 years. Born at Overlook Hospi-
tal in Summit in 1943, he was raised in
Mountainside on Fairview Drive.

According to the resolution, Lieu-
tenant Egan was an Artillery For-
ward Observer with a reconnaissance
patrol operating about 15 miles south-
west of the city of Quang Ngai, in
Quan Ngai Province in South Viet-
nam, when his patrol was ambushed
by Vietcong/North Vietnamese Army
forces on January 21, 1966.

It was reported that Lieutenant
Egan was wounded in battle, pre-
sumed to have been captured and
was thereafter listed as Missing In
Action.

Mayor Viglianti noted that mem-
bers of the Egan family would be
invited to the formal ceremony, along
with members of the Veterans of For-
eign Wars and the American Legion.

A statement from the November
resolution reads, “the governing body
of this Borough determines that it is
fitting and proper to assure that he
(Lieutenant Egan) is not missing from
the minds and hearts of his fellow

citizens of our Borough; to recall that
he was one of us and to recall when we
pass that intersection that he gave his
life to assure and protect the way of
life we enjoy in this Borough.”

In other business, the mayor stated
that at next week’s council meeting,
he would introduce a rough draft of
the borough’s budget, noting, “it is
only the municipal portion of the
budget.”

He stated that because of state
mandated budget increases and loss
of revenues from low interest rates,
the municipal portion of the budget
will go up 4.2 points. This translates
into an average increase of $67 for a
home assessed at $150,000.

The mayor stated the municipal
budget contained an increase of
$32,288.80 for a Police and Firemen’s
Retirement Fund that was formerly
taken care of by the state but has been
mandated back to each municipality
for funding.

He also reported the state has man-
dated that Mountainside give the sum
of $49,000 to its library. In addition,
the Mayor noted that the borough’s
contract for recycling, “which is also
state mandated,” has expired and that
Mountainside has only received one
bid at an increase of $74,000 per year.

Finally, the mayor said there has
been a $37,390.96 loss of income on
investments because of the “low in-
terest rates.” He concluded that these
four major points, totaling nearly
$200,000, translate into an increase
of “a bit over four points.”

He also reiterated that this only
reflected the municipal portion of
residents’ tax bills and that the school
budget and the county portion have
not yet been factored in.

Finally, it was announced that at
next week’s council meeting, the
governing body will conduct a sec-
ond reading on Ordinance 170-2004,
which calls for placement of a stop
sign at Woodacres Drive and Whip-
poorwill Way. The next Mountainside
meeting will be held on Tuesday,
April 20, at 8 p.m.

Questions Still Exist
On Auto Spa Appeal

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Before the start of the Westfield
Board of Adjustment meeting Mon-
day, the board briefly discussed an
application made by Will and Joe
Faris concerning 215 South Avenue,
East, which is the proposed site of
Westfield Auto Spa.

Vince Loughlin, attorney for the
board, said he felt that although the
applicants, through their attorney,
Art Attenasio, had asked that their
application be postponed, it should
instead be taken off the agenda com-
pletely.

He stated that there were some
“fundamental and jurisdictional
questions that needed to be answered”
before the board could hear the case.

Mr. Loughlin noted that after the
zoning questions were answered, the
applicants could return to be added
to a future agenda.

According to the petition, the ap-
plicants are looking for Major Site
Plan approval in addition to vari-
ances for a sideyard setback, build-
ing coverage and relief from required
parking spaces, lighting and sign
height requirements.

In other business, a case that was
carried over from the board’s March
meeting at the request of the
homeowners had to be carried again
to the May meeting, because neither
of the applicants was present at
Monday’s meeting.

Last month, homeowners Edward
Dugan and Alex Nesenjek applied to
install a circular driveway at 819
East Broad Street. The applicants
stated that they wanted a circular
driveway for safety reasons and were
also asking for permission to install

a 35-foot by 34-foot parking area in
the front of their home.

At the March meeting, neighbors
of the property, including Al West,
Nancy Brenner and Howard Adams,
all opposed the applicants’ request.
They maintained the parking lot in
front of the home would be “un-
sightly and not consistent with the
neighborhood.”

Board of Adjustment members,
including Francis Smith and Will-
iam Heinbokel, had stated last month
that they saw no real hardships to
justify granting the variances, say-
ing they thought they were more of a
matter of convenience.

They noted that if they did grant
the variances, it would open the door
to other such requests from neigh-
bors on the street, which the board
could not argue against after grant-
ing the first one.

The homeowners had concluded
that they wanted their case to be
carried over, in order to work on
some alterations with their architect.

In other business, five applicants
decided to withdraw their appeals
after talking with board members
about their cases.

One couple was told their applica-
tion for a two-car garage with stor-
age was “too big.” Two separate ad-
ditions were characterized as “too
massive” by board members, and
one application for a pool and fence
was deemed “too close to the sideyard
setback.”

Applicants on Knollwood Terrace
looking to install a deck on the side
of their home also decided to with-
draw their application after being

WF Temple Appeals
Parking Lot Decision

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On March 23, Temple Emanu-El
filed an appeal with the Superior
Court of New Jersey seeking to over-
turn the Westfield Board of
Adjustment’s denial of its request for
a parking lot expansion.

In 2001, when the temple began to
form plans for construction of a park-
ing lot on the adjacent property,
UNITE (United Neighbors Investi-
gating Temple Expansion) was es-
tablished. UNITE was represented at
the Board of Adjustment hearings by
attorney James Flynn.

The property sought by the temple
for the parking lot expansion is zoned
as residential, which does not permit
use as a parking lot. Thus, the temple
sought a “change of use” ruling from
the zoning board to be that of “con-
ditional use,” which does permit the
parking lot construction. The zoning
board denied this request for a change
in December of 2003.

The temple itself is located in an

RS12 residential zone with a condi-
tional use, which is given to houses
of worship. It requested variances to
construct a parking lot on a 1.1- acre
piece of property next to the temple
on East Broad Street that the temple
is negotiating to purchase.

Also a consideration in the matter,
improvements are not to exceed 50
percent impervious lot coverage with
a conditional use variance. Currently,
the temple has 67 percent impervi-
ous coverage of two lots.

Last year, nine hearings were held
before the Westfield Board of Ad-
justment. Planners, engineers, traf-
fic experts and residents gave testi-
mony.

The temple, through attorney John
Schmidt, is asking that the court
overturn the board of adjustment’s
decision retroactive to December 15,
2003 for approval of 71 new parking
spaces, for a total of 136 spaces.

As stated in the lawsuit, town ordi-
nance requires that the temple must

Benjamin B. Corbin  for The Westfield Leader
IMPRINTS...The final stages of the traffic calming projects for the Shop Rite
grid are being completed with the imprints being put in at the intersection of St.
Marks Avenue and South Chestnut Street.

Environmental Remediation
Is Needed in Elm Street Lot

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Tuesday night’s conference meet-
ing of the Westfield Town Council
began with a presentation from Eric
Meyer of the PMK Group, which
conducted the environmental stud-
ies on the South Avenue and Prospect
and Elm Street parking lots.

Mr. Meyer explained to the coun-
cil that although there are monitor-
ing wells on a portion of the South
Avenue lot, they are the responsibil-
ity of the Amoco station located next
to the lot.

However, at the Elm Street park-
ing lot, where a gas station once
stood, four underground tanks were
found.

It is estimated that use of the tanks
was stopped in the early 1970s. Soil
samples found 100 parts per million
(ppm) of Xylene in the soil. The
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) permits no more than

67 ppm of Xylene.
A groundwater sampling was also

taken at this site, where 522 ppm of
lead was found. The DEP standard is
10 ppm. Mr. Meyer explained that if
a well were installed, that number
would drop significantly, noting it
was high because lead adheres to soil
and there was sediment in the sample.

According to Mr. Meyer, the tanks
need to be removed and remediation
will need to be done in the areas
around them, but how much is not
known. He recommended the town
now go to the DEP and follow the
department’s cleanup instructions for
the site.

Horace R. Corbin  for The Westfield Leader
EGG HUNT...Children enjoy the Easter Egg Hunt and having their pictures
taken with the Easter Bunny at the annual event sponsored by the Lions Club
in Mindowaskin Park last Saturday.

Arlene Gardner Opts Not to Seek Another Year
As President of Westfield Board of Education

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield Board of Education
President Arlene Gardner announced
her intention not to seek another year
as the body’s President during the

board’s meeting on Tuesday.
Ms. Gardner has been a board mem-

ber since 1996 and the board’s Presi-
dent for the last three years. “I think
it’s time for someone else to step up
to the plate,” she said.

Ms. Gardner still has one year left
on her term as a board member,
during which she will serve as a
member of the general body. The
board will choose a new President
and a new Vice President at its meet-
ing on April 27, as is customary.

The board declined an opportunity
to place cellular antennas at Edison
Intermediate School and Wilson El-
ementary School. The district was
approached two and a half months
ago by T-Mobile, one of the nation’s
leading wireless providers. Had the
board voted to go ahead with the
antennas, the district would have seen
yearly revenue of approximately

$100,000.
Board members received numer-

ous e-mails from parents concerned
about the possible health risks posed
by the presence of cellular technol-
ogy on school grounds. “There is
substantial concern,” said board
member Alice Hunnicutt.

Without irrefutable proof that the
cellular antennae would not be a
detriment to the health of students at
Edison and Roosevelt, the board felt it
could not responsibly move on with the
project. “It is definitely not worth the
risk,” said Ms. Gardner.
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Lawrence Avenue
Rahway Avenue
Central Avenue
Dudley Avenue
Boulevard
Westfield Avenue
Willow Grove Road
Mountain Avenue
North Avenue
Brightwood Avenue
Scotch Plains Avenue
East Broad Street
Clark Street
South Avenue
Standish Avenue
Grove Street
Euclid Avenue
Prospect Street
Shackamaxon Drive
Summit Avenue
Woodland Avenue
Chestnut Street

Summonses

Speeding Enforcement Stats.
For the Month of March

The monthly publishing of speeding enforcementis part of the Westfield
Police Department’s efforts to make the streets of Westfield safer for
everyone. The Westfield Police Department will not tolerate agressive
drivers, and while issuing summonses is not the main objective, it is

Street Warnings

28
9
2
2
2
0
0
0
1
6
0
3
3
0
1
1
0
2
0
0
0
1

39
18
14
17
7
7
7
7
4
3
1
4
2
1
0
3
1
1
1
2
3
0

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com

NEW Spring Hours

7 days 9am-6pm

NEW Spring Hours

7 days 9am-6pm

524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

...Flowers!

Rainy Day Savings
Bring this ad in on
the next rainy day

and save 20%*

Rainy Day Savings
Bring this ad in on
the next rainy day

and save 20%*

April...

We’ve been quite busy at Williams Nursery. 
Trucks are rolling in every day with tons of 
annuals, perennials, blooming trees and 
shrubs. 

April Showers bring May flowers, and in 
celebration we are offering a Special savings 
of 20% Off on any plants purchased on a 
rainy day.  You do need to bring this ad with 
you for the savings, and it really has to be 
raining. 

*Sorry but Misting does not count, we will 
have the Rainy Day sign up when the sale is 
in effect, and these savings can’t be used 
on previous purchases. Offer Expires 4/23

We’ve been quite busy at Williams Nursery. 
Trucks are rolling in every day with tons of 
annuals, perennials, blooming trees and 
shrubs. 

April Showers bring May flowers, and in 
celebration we are offering a Special savings 
of 20% Off on any plants purchased on a 
rainy day.  You do need to bring this ad with 
you for the savings, and it really has to be 
raining. 

*Sorry but Misting does not count, we will 
have the Rainy Day sign up when the sale is 
in effect, and these savings can’t be used 
on previous purchases. Offer Expires 4/23

Denise Jackson
2nd place winner

in the 
Morton

Salt Girl Competition

Quick Gift
Solution

One week or the 
whole summer. 

For children ages 3-15 

Spots are still available 
in many of our 
traditional full day 

camps like Blue Sky 
and Sunshine, our  half 

day preschool camps 
and our Caravan and 
Teen Express travel 
camps.  Some other 
camps still available.   
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Summer Day Camp 2004 

Westfield Area Y * 220 Clark St. 
Westfield, NJ  07090 

908-233-2700 
www.westfieldynj.org 

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER
MOUNTAINSIDE

FRIDAY, APRIL 9
Gregory Nelson, 40, of Plainfield

was arrested and charged with driv-
ing with a suspended license.

Zulma Riascos, 31, of North
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
driving without a licence, and failure to
present registration and insurance. She
was released to a family member.

SATURDAY, APRIL 10
 Damage was reported to an Audi S4

parked outside a business on Mill Lane.
Damage was done to the drivers side

door but no entry was gained.
SUNDAY, APRIL 11

A stereo valued at $300 was stolen
from a Ford Escort parked in the Loews
Theater parking lot.

 A Dodge Intrepid was broken into in
the parking lot of Loews Theaters. A
Motorola phone valued at $200 and $2
in change were stolen.

CH

M

IEDE
TREE EXPERT CO.

• Trimming
• Repairs
• Removal

Modern Equipment
State Certified
Immediate Service

Insured For Your Protection

908-233-TREE

SSCHMIEDE

908-233-8733

DID YOU KNOW . . .
The Oldest Tree is a Bristel

Cone Pine (4,900 Years
Old) found in the Sierra,

Nevada Mountains.

Celebrating our 50th year
in the Tree Business

Candidate Criticizes Spending;
Possible Train Tunnel Discussed

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders an-
nounced that the long-awaited bud-
get would be unveiled by the end
of this month.

However, one Republican free-
holder candidate recently ques-
tioned the amount of spending
done by the board, particularly
with regards to the proposed pur-
chase of the Union County Arts
Center in Rahway. The county re-
cently announced plans to pur-
chase and renovate the center, say-
ing they wanted to start focusing
on expanding the arts in the county.

Bruce Paterson, a resident of
Garwood, is one of three Republi-
can candidates seeking a free-
holder seat. At the April 8 free-
holder meeting, he expressed his
dismay that the board, in his opin-

ion, “like(s) to spend money.”
He also commented that while

municipalities, such as Garwood,
are faced with budget constraints,
the county continues to increase
the budget to incorporate new ex-
penditures. He referred to the pur-
chase of the arts center as a “line
item” in a budget.

“I want to go on record as saying
I am opposed to this,” stated Mr.
Paterson.

In response to Mr. Paterson’s
remarks, several of the freehold-
ers commented that the purchase
of the arts facility is an important
step in increasing the number of
arts-related programs and events
currently offered by the county.
One such concert recently took
place when Julio Iglesias per-
formed at the Ritz Theatre in Eliza-
beth.

In other business, Freeholder

Lewis Mingo, Jr., Liaison to the
Union County Transportation Ad-
visory Board (UCTAB), reported
on the status of several transporta-
tion issues. One particular issue of
local interest involves the NJ Tran-
sit Raritan Valley Line and the
long-called-for tunnel, which
would allow riders on the line to
continue to New York City with-
out changing trains.

Current riders along the Raritan
Valley Line must change trains at
Newark Penn Station in order to
continue to New York.

Freeholder Mingo explained that
the UCTAB, in conjunction with
the Rari tan Valley Coali t ion
(RVC), has begun to focus more
on the proposed tunnel. The free-
holder said he realizes how impor-
tant such a project has become,
especially since the number of
commuters by train has steadily
increased over the years and will
continue to do so.

With the addition of Union
Township as a stop, said the free-
holder, and the possible expansion
of the Garwood station stop, the
need for a direct trip without trans-
fers has become extremely impor-
tant. Freeholder Mingo added that
the project was still in the early
stages and that the tunnel is not
yet ready to be built.

“It’s not going to happen tomor-
row,” he stated Freeholder Mingo.

However, it now appears the
prospects are looking better and
better for the tunnel.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7
Ian Eldridge, 18, of Westfield was

arrested in the 600 block of Hort Street
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated and with refusal to take a
breathalyzer test. He was later re-
leased to a responsible adult.

A First Street resident reported the
theft of a bicycle valued at $225 from
outside a Quimby Street business.

FRIDAY, APRIL 9
Robin Christmas, 43, of Westfield

was arrested at Westfield’s northside
train station and charged with posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia.

She also was wanted on two war-
rants issued by the Plainfield Mu-
nicipal Court, with a total bail amount
of $560. She was released on her own

recognizance on the  Westf ie ld
charge.

SATURDAY, APRIL 10
One or more unknown individuals

entered a step van in the 1100 block of
Prospect Street and removed approxi-
mately $10,000 in carpentry tools. The
missing items included circular saws,
drills,  framing nailers and four
sawzalls, according to police.

SUNDAY, APRIL 11
Curtis Crumholt, 44, of Westfield was

arrested in the 1500 block of Rahway
Avenue and charged with possession of
a handgun. Police, who responded to the
scene after receiving a report of an argu-
ment between the suspect and a woman,
discovered the handgun in the trunk of
the suspect’s car.

Horace Corbin  for The Westfield Leader
RETIRING…Owner Barry Gold of Great Harvest Bread Co. closes up the
business in Westfield on Wednesday. Mr. Gold is shown supervising removal of
the equipment which has been sold to locations in California, Pennsylvania and
Florida. He and his wife, Mindy, intend to take some time off before determining
their next initiatives.

FRIDAY, APRIL 9
Aram Najarian, 19, of Plainfield,

and Anthony Edwards, 19, of Green
Brook were arrested and charged with
possession of a controlled and danger-
ous substance, and possession of con-
trolled and dangerous substance para-
phernalia. Patrolman Everitt made a
motor vehicle stop of the vehicle on
Sleepy Hollow Lane. The stop led to
the arrest of the two men after Patrol-
man Everritt smelled what he believed
to be burnt Marijuana. The two men
were processed and released on sum-
monses.

SATURDAY, APRIL 10
A employee from the Mobile Gas

Station on Route 22 East reported that
he was robbed at gun point at approxi-
mately 8:10 p.m. The victim stated
that a young light skinned male ap-

proximately 5’6” and weighing 120
pounds wearing a black puffy coat
and black cap came into the store area
and took a mountain dew soda from
the refrigerator and asked the victim
where the bathroom was. The suspect
left and came back into the store and
asked for telephone cards. The two
exchanged money and the cards. The
suspect then pulled out a handgun
while the victim began to give him
change. The suspect demanded the
money in the cash register and then
left. The victim believed that the sus-
pect fled in a light brown vehicle.

SUNDAY, APRIL 11
A Myrtle Avenue resident reported

that a pair of diamond stud earrings
were removed from her house. The
earrings were inside the victim’s pocket
book.

told the Westfield Land Use Ordinance
does not allow decks on the side of a
house, only in the rear.

Finally, board members granted six
variances for additions to homes; one
variance for a front porch, and one
variance for a five-foot fence around a
pool.

The next Board of Adjustment meet-
ing will be held on Monday, May 10,
starting at 7:30 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Board of
Adjustment

provide either 167 parking spaces based
on the number of fixed seats, or 477
spaces based on the square footage of
its buildings.

The temple is seeking to install an
underground drainage system, which
would connect to a nearby storm water
drainage system. Due to regulations
recently passed by the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion, the temple is seeking to have the
plans approved retroactively so as not
to fall under these regulations.

The temple alleges that it “satisfied
its burden of proof for a conditional use
variance as to impervious coverage, the
variance for the number of parking
spaces and for the other relief requested.”

According to the appeal, the temple’s
final plan reduces impervious lot cov-
erage to 64.5 percent, which is less
than the current impervious coverage.

It is also stated in the appeal that “a
number of zoning board statements evi-
denced a misunderstanding of the appli-
cable law or of the zoning board’s proper
role in considering the application.”

The temple also alleges, that pursu-
ant to the Religious Land Use and
Institutionalized Persons Act
(RLUIPA), it had certain rights and
privileges that were violated through
the denial of the application.

It also says that judgment should be
brought against the town because its land
use ordinance, as applicable to religious
institutions, violates the RLUIPA.

The suit also alleges that, “the zon-
ing board’s denial was simply to sat-
isfy the objections of neighbors and
other Westfield residents who appeared
and spoke at the hearings, sometimes
speaking against Temple Emanu-El as
a religious institution.”

Phone calls to Mr. Flynn and Mr.
Schmidt were not returned.

Mr. Meyer put together a rough
cost estimate for the cleanup, which
was estimated at $80,000 to $90,000.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
said there may be some financial
recourse by recouping funds from
the previous owners of the site who
abandoned the tanks.

Resident Maureen Rothfelder
questioned if it was possible that the
tanks have leaked into the sewer
main that runs under the parking lot.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh
said that while it is a valid concern,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Environmental Remediation
Needed in Elm Street Lot

there is no evidence of that at this
point. He said the town has the abil-
ity to look into the sewer to see if it
is compromised.

In other business, the council will
accept the donation of a school bus
that will be used by the police
department’s community policing
bureau and the recreation depart-
ment.

In a separate matter, the council
will hold a public hearing next week
on the operating budget, as well as
the capital improvement budget, for
the town.

The capital budget for the Recre-
ation Department, as well as the op-
erating and capital budget for the
Downtown Westfield Corporation,
will be discussed at the Tuesday,
April 27 conference meeting.

The council then went into closed
session to discuss three pending law-
suits: Jorgensen versus Morgan,
Schoenemanns versus Westfield et
al, and Temple Emanu-El versus the
Westfield Board of Adjustment.

In the first suit, the council was to
discuss a civil lawsuit being brought
by town employee Deborah
Jorgensen against Parking Director
John Morgan and the Town of
Westfield.

Ms. Jorgensen alleges that Cap-
tain Morgan made “remarks…of an
inappropriate sexual nature,”
changed her work hours, and that
after his appointment as parking di-
rector, has “engaged in a series of
harassing, retaliatory and discrimi-
natory acts toward” her.

She is seeking compensatory and
punitive damages, attorney’s fees,
litigation costs, interest and rein-
statement of her former shifts and
duties.

Tom Bruno of the CWA (Commu-
nication Workers of America), the
union representing Ms. Jorgensen,
told The Westfield Leader that the
lawsuit is a “culmination of attempts
to resolve (the problems) less for-
mally” and that “this has been going
on for some time.”

Town Administrator James Gildea
told The Leader that the allegations
have been investigated and there has
been “no wrongdoing.” He said that,
“no disciplinary action is warranted
at this point.”

The council was slated to discuss
the lawsuit brought by the
Schoenemanns. The Town of
Westfield, the Westfield Board of
Education, School Superintendent
Dr. William Foley and Westfield High
School Principal Dr. Robert Petix
are named in the suit.

Greta Schoenemann died after she
sustained injuries from a fallen tree
limb at Westfield High School in
September 2002.

The council was also set to discuss
Temple Emanu-El’s suit seeking to
overturn the Board of Adjustment’s
decision to deny its application for a
parking lot. For more information on
this, see the related story below.

The council was slated to meet
again last night after press time in
closed session to discuss developer
negotiations.
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The board approved an initiative for
Schools Superintendent Dr. William
Foley to go ahead with the formation of
a Ninth Grade Transition Committee.
The committee’s goal will be to cope
with “adjustment problems as eighth
graders leave the security of the smaller
intermediate schools and enter ninth
grade at the high school,” according to a
document given to board members by
Dr. Foley.

The committee will “assess how we
prepare our eighth graders to enter high
school by gathering input from students,
staff, and parents,” according to the docu-
ment.

In discussing the makeup of the group,
the board recommended that outside in-
volvement be limited to groups that
would be directly involved in any activi-
ties that would come as a result of the
committee’s discussions.

“I’m very comfortable in involving
some outside people,” said Dr. Foley.

Ms. Gardner stressed the need for the
formation of this committee, calling the
ninth grade transition “a problem that
the community is worried about.”

Dr. Foley then reviewed progress on
the board’s 2003-2004 goals, as deter-
mined at the board retreat on October 15
of last year. The board’s first goal was to
determine the appropriate course of ac-
tion to “narrow the achievement gap of
disaggregated student groups, such as
African-American students and students
with disabilities.”

Dr. Foley noted a need to “track stu-
dents over time,” in order to keep up
with each student’s needs in regards to
testing. He also noted the “need to give
teachers more instructional strategies.”

The board’s second goal was to figure
out how to cope with enrollment growth,
a problem that the school district will be
dealing with for the foreseeable future.

Dr. Foley told that board that the
district’s kindergarten enrollment for the
2003-2004 school year turned out to be
smaller than predicted, while enrollment
in the district’s first grade classes turned
out larger than planned.

The board also discussed the number
of parents sending their children to pri-
vate schools, saying, “parents feel that
some private schools will give their stu-
dents a competitive edge in the hot col-
lege market.”

Third on the list of board goals for this
school year was determining the effec-
tiveness of in-class support, a method
for keeping students with special needs
in mainstream classes.

Dr. Foley noted the need to have bet-
ter ways of deciding if a student is an
appropriate candidate for in-class sup-
port, telling the board it “should be a
data-driven decision.”

The board’s final goal for the 2003-
2004 school year was an evaluation of
the Guidance Department at Westfield
High School. This evaluation is still
ongoing, and the board will further dis-
cuss the topic at future meetings.

The board approved the district’s new
Strategic Plan, with an amendment re-
inserting the word “ethical” into the
district’s mission statement in a list of
qualities the district wishes to instill in its
students. The word had been removed for
fear of possible religious connotations.

The board’s Policy Committee put 19
new policies before the board for first
reading, including policies on employee
attendance, ethics, substance abuse, sexual
harassment and military leave. All poli-
cies were approved and will come before
the board for final reading in one month.
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