
timesnj.com

Serving

The Township and

The Borough since 1959

THE

SCOTCH PLAINS - FANWOOD

 TIMES
SIXTY CENTS(908) 232-4407

press@goleader.comOUR 46TH YEAR – ISSUE NO. 16-46 Published Every Thursday Since 1959
www.goleader.com

USPS 485200
Periodical – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, N.J.

Thursday, April 15, 2004

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Community ... 6-7

Obituary ........ 8
Education ...... 9
Sports ............ 11-15

Real Estate .... 11-19
Classifieds..... 16

Baron to Run Against
Marks in November

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Democrats in Scotch Plains have
chosen Andrew Baron to run for
mayor and Barbara Baldasarre to run
for Township Council in this year’s
municipal elections. The candidates
will be looking to unseat Republican
Mayor Martin Marks and GOP Coun-
cilwoman Paulette Coronato, both of
whom are seeking second four-year
terms.

Mr. Baron, an attorney who is pres-
ently Municipal Prosecutor in
Fanwood and Plainfield, served as
Scotch Plains Township Attorney in
1999 and Assistant Township Attor-
ney in 2000 and 2001. He previously
served as an Assistant Union County
Counsel and Assistant Middlesex
County Prosecutor. In 1997, Mr.
Baron ran unsuccessfully for State
Assembly in the former 22nd Legis-
lative District.

“I see this as an exciting opportu-
nity to build on my prior background
and to give something back to the
community,” Mr. Baron told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times this
week. He said the Democratic cam-
paign would be spending some time
meeting with people and putting to-
gether what he said would be “a
positive platform.”

Mr. Baron said that, “people are
tired of politics as usual” and want
both parties to present positive plans
for the future. He added that he was
“excited that Barbara Baldasarre has
joined the ticket,” pointing to her
nursing experience and, especially,
“her work with seniors, who are a
vital part of our community.”

Ms. Baldasarre, who is making her
first run for elective office, has been
a registered nurse for 32 years and is
presently the Administrative Direc-
tor of Professional and Support Ser-

vices at Runnells Hospital.
This year’s mayoral contest will

be the second election since town-
ship voters, in a 1999 referendum,
chose a directly elected mayor sys-
tem instead of having the council
select a mayor annually from within
its ranks.

In the 2000 mayoral contest, Mayor
Marks defeated Democrat Geri
Samuel.

DECA Students Act as Council,
Approve Money for Comm. Tower

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil this week approved a $380,000
bond ordinance to finance the con-
struction of a new communications
tower at the south side firehouse at
the corner of Raritan Road and

Martine Avenue. The present antenna
system is more than 40 years old and
replacing it with more modern tech-
nology will allow for both radio and
cell phone communications among
fire department members. The project
will also involve improvements to
the firehouse itself, including a new

roof. Parts of the new tower will also
be leased to cellular telephone com-
panies, a move that will help offset
some of the costs of the new tower
and also provide the township with a
new revenue stream.

At Tuesday evening’s council
meeting, members of the DECA
Chapter at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School performed their annual
custom of running a full council
meeting. Filling the mayor’s chair
was Michael Hessemer. Josh Kay sat
in for Councilman Paulette Coronato,
Sean Colvin filled in for Councilman
Frank Rossi, Charles Bachi sat in for
Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge and
Michael Baumwoll filled in for Coun-
cilwoman Nancy Malool. Annie
Weber played the role of the Town-
ship Manager while Rob Kuchinski
sat in for Township Attorney Dou-
glas Hansen and Jaime Mannino filled
in for Township Clerk Barbara Riepe.
Except for Mr. Baumwoll, this year’s
student-in-government roster was
composed of seniors.

The council introduced several
ordinances that will be acted on at its
April 27 meeting. One will appropri-
ate $25,000 from the cable television
reserve fund for future enhancements
to broadcasting and programming
on TV-34. The other will amend an
existing ordinance by increasing the
maximum age to join the volunteer
fire department from 40 to 45 years
old. State law already permits those
up to 45 years old to join, and the
local amendment will simply bring
the municipal code into line with
state regulations.

With an ordinance creating a Spe-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Republicans Cite Taxes
As Issue for Nov. Election
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By ELIABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Republicans Joel Stroz and
Maureen Mawby will challenge in-
cumbent Democrat Council Presi-
dent Katherine Mitchell and Coun-
cilman Michael Brennan in the No-
vember election.

Mr. Stroz lives on Helen Street
with his wife and three children,
who will attend Coles School. A
corporate litigation attorney, he
plans to start his own practice, and
is currently at home full time with
his children. He served for a year on
the Strategic Planning Committee,
headed by Councilwoman Donna
Dolce, which prepared an advisory
report for the mayor regarding how
the borough’s business is run, and
ideas for improvements, such as a
shared services program.

In his first run for elected office,
Mr. Stroz will focus on property
taxes, the quality of La Grande Park,
and the downtown area.

“High property taxes is a central
issue. The town needs to hold back
on expenditures, to keep them as
low as possible, they have been
pretty high recently,” Mr. Stroz said
when interviewed by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

He will also look at the quality of
the recreation areas, such as La
Grande Park, to “keep them a place
where people like to go.” The Stroz
Family moved to Fanwood in 1999
because they liked the community,
and Mr. Stroz wants to see the down-
town area continue to be a place
where people come and shop.

A resident of Fanwood for over
thirty years, Ms. Mawby saw three
children, now grown, through the

Scotch Plains-Fanwood school sys-
tem. During that time she served
continuously with the Parent Teacher
Association (PTA), twice as PTA
President.  Currently between jobs,
she has worked in Executive Assis-
tant positions in the pharmaceutical
industry and plans to attend school
to become a paralegal. Mrs. Mawby
chose this opportunity to get in-
volved in local politics because she
is concerned about many issues
Fanwood is facing.

“I am concerned about the pro-
posed 11.5 percent increase, an in-
credible increase. I believe this is
the biggest issue of all,” stated Mrs.
Mawby in an interview with The
Times. “We need to be bringing
rateables into town to help the taxes
go down, to look at the downtown
area for possible rateables. We can’t
live on promised grants; that can be
problematic.”

In addition, she feels that the bud-
get needs to be lowered, and she
encourages residents to be present
at council meetings and to get up
and ask questions. She believes the
borough should continue to provide
and maintain its excellent services,
and that the fine parks should be
improved to include all ages.

Democrat Council President
Katherine Mitchell is at the end of
her second term, now in her sixth
year in office. Since 1999, she has
served for ten years as the Chair of
the Recycling Association and the
Environmental Commission. Previ-
ously she was the President, Vice
President and Secretary of the Re-
cycling Association, sat on the Li-
brary Board and the Clean Commu-

New Downtown Advisory
Committee Formed in Fanwood

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Tension continued to flare up be-
tween Republican and Democrat
council members during the tele-
vised monthly meetings of the
Fanwood council.

On Tuesday night, Republican
Councilman Stuart Kline voiced his
concern regarding a statement made
by Democrat Mayor Colleen Mahr
in the recent Fanwoodian newsletter
stating, “I am a little bit angered and
a little bit disappointed that, for the

very first time, partisan politics has
been injected into what has hitherto
been a non-partisan communication
piece.”

He went on to quote from the
Mayor’s Message in the newsletter:
“All members of the council are ap-
palled by a budget which reflects an
11 percent increase over the past
year, an indication that in the past
little foresight had gone into
Fanwood’s fiscal future.”

Councilman Kline continued, “I
am really perplexed because in our
extraordinary aid application, the
quote is ‘The Borough of Fanwood
has always taken a cautious, conser-
vative and fiscally sound approach to
providing services for its residents.’
So I am perplexed as to which state-
ment is true: your message in the
Fanwoodian or the statement you
signed and certified to be true to the
state in the application for extraordi-
nary aid.”

Mayor Mahr did not respond to
Councilman Kline’s comments, in-
stead continued on with the listed
agenda items.

Fred Rossi for The Times
DECA COUNCIL...Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School DECA
Chapter sat in for the Scotch Plains Council members on Tuesday night. Pictured
are: backrow,  Sean Colvin, Michael Hessemer, Josh Kay, Chuck Bachi, Rob
Kuchinski and front row, Annie Weber, Jaime Mannino, Michael Baumwoll.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
A DAY IN THE LIFE…Congressman Ferguson spoke to Terril Middle School
seventh graders in a social studies program about what he does on a normal day
as congressman.

WRITE IN STARTED FOR ROBERT O’CONNOR

Fanwood BOE Candidate
Seamus Dolan Withdraws

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

In news just made public,
Fanwood resident Seamus Dolan
has withdrawn as a candidate for a
seat on the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education.

Mr. Dolan’s decision was con-
firmed through a letter dated April
7 that was sent to Anthony Del
Sordi, Secretary of the Board of
Education. He was running unop-
posed.

Due to the lateness of this action,
Mr. Dolan’s name will remain as
the sole name on the ballot for the
election to be held on Tuesday,
April 20. Polls will be open from 2
to 9 p.m.

Meanwhile, Robert O’Connor of
Fanwood has thrown his hat into
the ring for the Fanwood seat on
the school board as a write-in can-
didate to oppose Mr. Dolan, who
ironically now has withdrawn.

“It’s a little tougher, but not im-
possible,” Mr. O’Connor said of
the write-in campaign, which be-
gan after the March 29 Candidates
Night, sponsored by the Parent
Teacher Organization.

He said that after that night, it
was “crystal clear” someone else
needed to run for the seat.

On Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s TV-35, Mr. Dolan noted
that since he was running unop-
posed, he had no need to study the
issues or to answer questions about
them.

Mr. O’Connor, who has a back-
ground in engineering, is currently
employed by Micro Chip Technolo-
gies. He manages technical sales
for the metropolitan area, and is
able to work from home. He and his
wife have two children in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district.

Mr. O’Connor feels that growing
up in a family of teachers and being
a Fanwood taxpayer gives him mul-
tiple perspectives in his approach
to work on the school board.

He also feels his background in
engineering makes him process
driven, and allows him to see all
aspects in order to make a good
decision.

Mr. O’Connor has served as
Chairman of the Evening of Dis-
covery at Brunner Elementary
School, and has volunteered for
after-class enrichment and as a
classroom helper.

In his withdrawal letter to the
Board of Education, Mr. Dolan
wrote, “I hereby withdraw as candi-
date for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education in the upcom-
ing election. I will continue to take
an active interest in school matters
but, for personal reasons, will not
seek elective office.”

According to public relations for
the school board, should Mr. Dolan
nevertheless become elected, the
board will name a replacement for
one year. After that, a new election
will be held to fill the un-expired
seat.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

More Info Still Sought
For FW Comm. Tower
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Times

There was a lengthy discussion
concerning the borough’s new pro-
posed communication tower last
Wednesday evening as the Fanwood
Borough Council met for their
monthly agenda meeting.

Fanwood Mayer Colleen Mahr
noted that last month, during the
planning board meeting, many resi-
dents came to voice their concerns
over the tower. These included the
location, size and landscaping sur-
rounding the tower. The mayor also
noted that bids for the tower came in
much higher that anticipated and
that she was recommending that the
borough go through another bidding
process to hopefully gain more com-
petitive bids.

Councilwoman, Donna Dolce
stated that she needed more defini-
tive information concerning the tower
including the cost, location, height,
design and capacity to add cellular.

Testimony was heard from Mr.
Charles Whalen of Salient Associ-
ates, a consultant for the borough,
concerning the tower. He noted that
a lattice style tower would probably
suit the borough’s needs the best as it
has a smaller base, is the least expen-
sive and is the best suited for radio
frequency antennas.

Also testifying before the council
was Mr. Chip Milcarek, a radio fre-
quency engineer from M & W Com-
munications who stated that he also
thought the lattice tower was best as
he noted, “Flag poles are not usually
used for two-way radios. If they were
used then spacing for coverage pat-
terns would be an issue.” He also
stated, “I have never seen a flag pole
tower for municipal use. You can’t fit
all that is needed for first respond-
ers.” He added that the lattice was
easier to work with for antennae
contractors.

He also noted that the tower could
not go exactly where the old tower
was because “it needs to be opera-
tional while the new tower is being
built.”

Although many residents were
unhappy with the new proposed lo-
cation of the tower, which has been
identified to be on a strip of land
behind Borough Hall near the park-
ing lot, it was noted by many council
members that the existing tower is
leaning due to its close proximity to
the Borough Hall Building. Mem-
bers of the governing body did state
that Borough Hall is shifting, most
likely affecting the position of the
tower.

Also, it was noted that the height,
which will be doubled from 60 feet
to 120, feet was disconcerting to the
neighbors, however they understood
that it was for complete reception for
first responders and other emergency
personnel.

Fanwood Police Officer Brian
Bartiromo stated that he was in favor

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
HATS IN THE RING...Andrew Baron, left, has announced his intent to run for
Mayor of Scotch Plains and Barbara Baldasarre, right, will run for council on
the Democrat ticket in the November election. Mr. Baron will oppose Mayor
Martin Marks, while Ms. Baldasarre will oppose Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
HERE COMES PETER COTTONTAIL...The Easter Bunny stopped by Forest
Road Park in Fanwood last Saturday to lead the Easter egg hunt and have his
picture taken with children.
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DECA Students Run
SP Council Meeting
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Fanwood Communications
Tower Decision Delayed

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com

NEW Spring Hours

7 days 9am-6pm

NEW Spring Hours

7 days 9am-6pm

524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

...Flowers!

Rainy Day Savings
Bring this ad in on
the next rainy day

and save 20%*

Rainy Day Savings
Bring this ad in on
the next rainy day

and save 20%*

April...

We’ve been quite busy at Williams Nursery. 
Trucks are rolling in every day with tons of 
annuals, perennials, blooming trees and 
shrubs. 

April Showers bring May flowers, and in 
celebration we are offering a Special savings 
of 20% Off on any plants purchased on a 
rainy day.  You do need to bring this ad with 
you for the savings, and it really has to be 
raining. 

*Sorry but Misting does not count, we will 
have the Rainy Day sign up when the sale is 
in effect, and these savings can’t be used 
on previous purchases. Offer Expires 4/23

We’ve been quite busy at Williams Nursery. 
Trucks are rolling in every day with tons of 
annuals, perennials, blooming trees and 
shrubs. 

April Showers bring May flowers, and in 
celebration we are offering a Special savings 
of 20% Off on any plants purchased on a 
rainy day.  You do need to bring this ad with 
you for the savings, and it really has to be 
raining. 

*Sorry but Misting does not count, we will 
have the Rainy Day sign up when the sale is 
in effect, and these savings can’t be used 
on previous purchases. Offer Expires 4/23

Denise Jackson
2nd place winner

in the 
Morton

Salt Girl Competition

Quick Gift
Solution

One week or the 
whole summer. 

For children ages 3-15 

Spots are still available 
in many of our 
traditional full day 

camps like Blue Sky 
and Sunshine, our  half 

day preschool camps 
and our Caravan and 
Teen Express travel 
camps.  Some other 
camps still available.   
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Summer Day Camp 2004 

Westfield Area Y * 220 Clark St. 
Westfield, NJ  07090 

908-233-2700 
www.westfieldynj.org 
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TREE EXPERT CO.

• Trimming
• Repairs
• Removal

Modern Equipment
State Certified
Immediate Service

Insured For Your Protection

908-233-TREE

SSCHMIEDE

908-233-8733

DID YOU KNOW . . .
The Oldest Tree is a Bristel

Cone Pine (4,900 Years
Old) found in the Sierra,

Nevada Mountains.

Celebrating our 50th year
in the Tree Business

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

Candidate Criticizes Spending;
Possible Train Tunnel Discussed

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders an-
nounced that the long-awaited bud-
get would be unveiled by the end
of this month.

However, one Republican free-
holder candidate recently ques-
tioned the amount of spending
done by the board, particularly
with regards to the proposed pur-
chase of the Union County Arts
Center in Rahway. The county re-
cently announced plans to pur-
chase and renovate the center, say-
ing they wanted to start focusing
on expanding the arts in the county.

Bruce Paterson, a resident of
Garwood, is one of three Republi-
can candidates seeking a free-
holder seat. At the April 8 free-
holder meeting, he expressed his
dismay that the board, in his opin-
ion, “like(s) to spend money.”

He also commented that while
municipalities, such as Garwood,
are faced with budget constraints,
the county continues to increase
the budget to incorporate new ex-
penditures. He referred to the pur-
chase of the arts center as a “line

item” in a budget.
“I want to go on record as saying

I am opposed to this,” stated Mr.
Paterson.

In response to Mr. Paterson’s re-
marks, several of the freeholders
commented that the purchase of
the arts facility is an important step
in increasing the number of arts-
related programs and events cur-
rently offered by the county. One
such concert recently took place
when Julio Iglesias performed at
the Ritz Theatre in Elizabeth.

In other business, Freeholder Lewis
Mingo, Jr., Liaison to the Union County
Transportation Advisory Board
(UCTAB), reported on the status of
several transportation issues. One par-
ticular issue of local interest involves
the NJ Transit Raritan Valley Line and
the long-called-for tunnel, which would
allow riders on the line to continue to
New York City without changing trains.

Current riders along the Raritan
Valley Line must change trains at
Newark Penn Station in order to
continue to New York.

Freeholder Mingo explained that
the UCTAB, in conjunction with
the Rar i tan Valley Coali t ion
(RVC), has begun to focus more

on the proposed tunnel. The free-
holder said he realizes how impor-
tant such a project has become,
especially since the number of
commuters by train has steadily
increased over the years and will
continue to do so.

With the addition of Union Town-
ship as a stop, said the freeholder,
and the possible expansion of the
Garwood station stop, the need for a
direct trip without transfers has be-
come extremely important. Free-
holder Mingo added that the project
was still in the early stages and that
the tunnel is not yet ready to be built.

“It’s not going to happen tomor-
row,” he stated Freeholder Mingo.

However, it now appears the
prospects are looking better and
better for the tunnel.

Fanwood Reminder
Fanwood will hold its 13th An-

nual Clean Communities Day on
Saturday, April 24, as part of the
community’s observance of Earth
Day. To give the Borough a “spring
cleaning,” volunteers of all ages,
interested organizations and fam-
ily groups are invited to assemble
at 8:30 a.m. by the Millennium
Clock at the south side parking lot
of the railroad station.

For more information, please call
the Fanwood Public Works Depart-
ment at (908) 322-7404. See story
on page 7.

FRIDAY, APRIL 9
Aram Najarian, 19, of Plainfield, and

Anthony Edwards, 19, of Green Brook
were arrested and charged with posses-
sion of a controlled and dangerous sub-
stance, and possession of controlled and
dangerous substance paraphernalia. Pa-
trolman Everitt made a motor vehicle
stop of the vehicle on Sleepy Hollow
Lane. The stop led to the arrest of the two
men after Patrolman Everritt smelled
what he believed to be burnt marijuana.
The two men were processed and re-
leased on summonses.

SATURDAY, APRIL 10
A employee from the Mobile Gas

Station on Route 22 East reported that he
was robbed at gun point at approxi-
mately 8:10 p.m. The victim stated that
a young light skinned male approxi-

mately 5’6” and weighing 120 pounds
wearing a black puffy coat and black cap
came into the store area and took a
mountain dew soda from the refrigerator
and asked the victim where the bath-
room was. The suspect left and came
back into the store and asked for tele-
phone cards. The two exchanged money
and the cards. The suspect then pulled
out a handgun while the victim began to
give him change. The suspect demanded
the money in the cash register and then
left. The victim believed that the suspect
fled in a light brown vehicle.

SUNDAY, APRIL 11
A Myrtle Avenue resident reported

that a pair of diamond stud earrings
were removed from her house. The ear-
rings were inside the victim’s pocket
book.

cial Improvement District (SID) ex-
pected to be introduced in early May,
Mr. Baumwoll, speaking for Coun-
cilwoman Malool, addressed the anti-
SID petition being circulated among
downtown property owners. Express-
ing concern that those in opposition
are not fully aware of the benefits of
a SID, Mrs. Malool urged those with
questions or concerns to contact her
at the Municipal Building at (908)
322-6700 ext. 554.

Midway through the meeting,
Stephanie Mitterhoff, speaking on
behalf of residents in a new 10-home
development on Nicole Court, ad-
dressed the council about property
assessments in that neighborhood.
She said that, concerning all proper-
ties in Scotch Plains, a property’s
assessed value is presently about 33
percent of its market value while the
rate for residential properties is about
27 percent. She said properties on
Nicole Court have been assessed at
37 percent of their market value a
figure she said was too high when
compared with recent sales prices of
similar homes.

“We’re being treated differently
than the vast majority of properties
in Scotch Plains,” Mrs. Mitterhoff
said.

She asked the township to re-ex-
amine the assessments of Nicole
Court properties.

“Treat us roughly on an equal ba-
sis,” she said, “so we don’t feel like
we’re being singled out.”

Mayor Martin Marks promised that
he and other township officials will
speak with Township Tax Assessor
Michael Ross, “and then we can make
an evaluation about whether” the
county tax board or the local govern-
ment should handle a reassessment
or other modification.

There were several presentations
at the start of the meeting, including
one by Police Chief Marshall Nelson,
who introduced newly-promoted
Police Lieutenant Steve Freedman
and Police Sergeant Dennis Murphy.
Chief Nelson is retiring at the end of
this month, and Mr. Atkins said he
may be naming a successor within
the next 10 days.

Captain Michael Cuccurullo of
the Scotch Plains Volunteer
Firefighters Association presented
Mayor Marks with a check for nearly
$8,600 from the group’s annual
fundraiser for the township to use to

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Republicans
Cite Taxes

purchase masks for members of the
fire department.

As it does annually, the council
welcomed the reigning Miss New
Jersey, Jennifer Farrell, who spoke
about her experiences. And a procla-
mation was issued urging township
residents to donate to the Knights of
Columbus annual fund drive sched-
uled for April 23-25.

At the end of the two-hour meet-
ing, after the council members certi-
fied that the students’ actions and
votes were ones the elected council
would have taken, Mayor Marks con-
gratulated the DECA students, say-
ing “they did an outstanding job.”

After the meeting, Township At-
torney Douglas Hansen, addressing
the appeal filed late last week by four
township police officers of the dis-
missal of their reverse racial dis-
crimination lawsuit filed against the
township police department, Police
Chief Marshall Nelson and former
Police Chief Thomas O’Brien,
termed the appeal “a colossal waste
of time.” The officers’ appeal, which
was formally filed with the Appel-
late Division last Friday, seeks a
reversal of Superior Court Judge
Edward Beglin’s February 24 dis-
missal of their lawsuit, which
stemmed from an April 2000 motor
vehicle stop on Martin Avenue in
Fanwood of a car occupied by four
African-American men. The officers
Kevin Lonergan, Brian Cheney,
Matthew Fugett and Brian Garbinski
all of whom are white, claimed that
Chief Nelson, then a Captain, had
improperly reprimanded them for
their performance on the night of the
incident, saying excessive force had
been used, and had made racially-
biased comments on the manner in
which they handled the stop of the
vehicle.

“The attorney and the four officers
should be ashamed of themselves for
wasting taxpayers’ money appealing
the decision of Judge Beglin,” Mr.
Hansen told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times on Tuesday. “Shame
on them. Their behavior is reprehen-
sible. It’s time to stop this so we can
move on.”

Mr. Hansen promised that the town-
ship will “vigorously oppose any
appeal.”

Steven Adler, an attorney for the
officers, was unable to be reached for
comment.

nities Committee.
“I am excited about being part of

the process to get the extraordinary
aid from the state, so that taxpayers
will have some relief,” Council-
woman Mitchell said in an inter-
view with The Times. “And I am
excited about the downtown, now
that we are getting more input from
residents; that is very important. I
am thrilled with what I have been
doing this year, working with the
Historic Preservation Commission
and with Public Safety, because I
am a nurse, and work with my
church.”

She has lived in Fanwood for fifty
years, and is a nurse who works as
the Medicare Assessment Coordi-
nator for Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital in Berkeley Heights.

A lifetime resident of Fanwood
and the surrounding area, Democrat
Councilman Michael Brennan re-
ceived his elementary and high school
education in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district, and resides
in the borough with his wife and
daughter. He is now in his third year
on the council, running for his sec-
ond term. Councilman Brennan is
currently the Fire Department Com-
missioner, the Liasion for the Recre-
ation and Shade Tree Commissions,
and serves on the Shared Services
Coordinating Council. He works for
the Town of Berkeley Heights, pro-
viding Information Technology (IT)
support.

During the council’s closing com-
ments at the end of the night, Demo-
crat Councilman Jack Molenaar
said: “In regards to the partisanship,
it’s something that I feel is part of
politics, so the comments that you
might have heard if you are a regu-
lar watcher of our meetings hasn’t
really bothered me, because that is
part of the job, that happens. So
tonight when there were comments
saying that our mayor was partisan
in one comment, I feel that was a bit
of a stretch.”

In other business, retiring Chief
Financial Officer (CFO) Barbara
Brennan was presented with a reso-
lution read by Mayor Mahr, flowers
and a crystal plaque honoring her
seventeen years of service to the
Borough of Fanwood. Mrs. Brennan,
the mother of Councilman Michael
Brennan, began working for the bor-
ough in 1987 as a secretary and
accounts payable clerk, and moved
on to Deputy Treasurer and CFO
positions.

At Tuesday’s council meeting,
Frederick Tomkins was sworn in by
Mayor Mahr as the borough’s new
CFO. Mr. Meyer Rosa has been hired
as a full time bookkeeper. At a pre-
vious council meeting, it was an-
nounced that the borough was look-
ing to fill the vacancy left by Mrs.
Brennan’s retirement with two po-
sitions rather than one. One resident
stood up during last night’s meeting
when the microphone is open to the
public to ask questions, and asked
why two positions were needed when
Mrs. Brennan had done the job as
one. Mayor Mahr and Council-
woman Donna Dolce, who heads
the Administration and Finance
Committee, explained that when the
duties of the job were closely exam-
ined, the borough realized that a full
time bookkeeper and a part time
CFO could do the job for the same
salary as one CFO. The cost of hir-
ing a full time CFO would go be-
yond the borough’s budget; how-
ever, state law requires that the bor-
ough have a CFO on staff at least
part time. Councilwoman Dolce ex-
plained it as “two positions for the
price as one,” as the salary for both
Mr. Tomkins and Mr. Rosa will not
exceed Mrs. Brennan’s previous sal-
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New Fanwood Downtown
Advisory Committee Formed

ary.
A Downtown Advisory Commit-

tee has been appointed for Fanwood
“to assist in community outreach.”
Committee members are Peter
Chemidlin, Frank Constanzi, Gregg
Cummings, Jim Dozier,  April
Dunleavy, Pat Hoynes, Charles
Mancuso, with Joe Higgens serving
as Chair and Councilman Michael
Brennan as Council Liaison. The
group, which will be “advisory in
nature only,” will discuss use of the
$50,000 Smart Future Grant received
by Fanwood.

Raymond Manfra has been ap-
pointed as Fanwood’s representative
to the Union County Facilities Au-
thority. Sherry Higgens fills a va-
cancy on the Board of Health and Eric
Gaulin will be Alternate Number Two
on the Environmental Commission.

The Memorial Library has re-
ceived a $37,591 grant which will
be used for upgrading the facilities’
computers, purchasing new furni-
ture and shelving for audio visual
equipment. Councilman Kline
thanked Assemblywoman Linda
Stender for her assistance in secur-
ing the grant for the borough.

Mayor Mahr announced a fund
raiser for Robert Cleary, a termi-
nally ill child living in Fanwood. A
magic show, with performances by
well known magician Brad Ross,
will be held on Friday, April 30, at
7:30 p.m. at Terrill Middle School,
and will run approximately one hour.
Adult tickets are $15, children $10,
with a $45 family rate available for
two adults and three children. All
proceeds go to the Cleary family to
help offset increasing medical costs
for five-year-old Robert.

Fanwood’s Annual Earth Day
Clean-Up will be held on Saturday,
April 24, from 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Volunteers from the community are
invited to help clean up debris and
litter in town, and should meet at
the South train station parking area
at 8:30 a.m., where Earth Day t-
shirts, work gloves and garbage
bags will be provided. Walk-ins are
welcome, and those who know in
advance that they will participate
are asked to notify the Fanwood
Public Works Department at (908)
322-7404.

of the lattice tower because of the
easier maintenance and also because
“I personally think it is less ugly.”

Council members along with the
mayor noted that before a decision
could be made more bids would have
to be obtained for the existing site
and an alternative site. The discus-
sion was then tabled for a future
meeting.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7
 Ian Eldridge, 18, of Westfield was

arrested in the 600 block of Hort Street
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated and with refusal to take a
breathalyzer test. He was later released
to a responsible adult.

 A First Street resident reported the
theft of a bicycle valued at $225 from
outside a Quimby Street business.

FRIDAY, APRIL 9
 Robin Christmas, 43, of Westfield

was arrested at Westfield’s northside
train station and charged with posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia.

She also was wanted on two warrants
issued by the Plainfield Municipal Court,
with a total bail amount of $560. She

was released on her own recognizance
on the Westfield charge.

SATURDAY, APRIL 10
 One or more unknown individuals en-

tered a step van in the 1100 block of
Prospect Street and removed approxi-
mately $10,000 in carpentry tools. The
missing items included circular saws,
drills, framing nailers and four sawzalls,
according to police.

SUNDAY, APRIL 11
Curtis Crumholt, 44, of Westfield was

arrested in the 1500 block of Rahway Av-
enue and charged with possession of a hand-
gun. Police, who responded to the scene after
receiving a report of an argument between
the suspect and a woman, discovered the
handgun in the trunk of the suspect’s car.

In other business, the council ap-
proved Fanwood’s participation in a
National Day of Prayer to be held on
Thursday, May 6, at the Scotch Plains
Village Green at 7:30 p.m. as per a
request made by Peggy Cowan of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ministerium.

Horace R. Corbinfor The Times
EGG HUNT...The annual easter egg hunt took place last Saturday at the new
Forest Road Park recreation building in Fanwood.

FRIDAY, APRIL 9
 Gregory Nelson, 40, of Plainfield

was arrested and charged with driv-
ing with a suspended license.

 Zulma Riascos, 31, of North
Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving without a licence, and
failure to present registration and in-
surance. She was released to a family
member.

SATURDAY, APRIL 10
 Damage was reported to an Audi S4

parked outside a business on Mill Lane.
Damage was done to the drivers side
door but no entry was gained.

SUNDAY, APRIL 11
 A stereo valued at $300 was stolen

from a Ford Escort parked in the Loews
Theater parking lot.

 A Dodge Intrepid was broken into in
the parking lot of Loews Theaters. A
Motorola phone valued at $200 and $2
in change were stolen.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER
Mountainside
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