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Author Plum-Ucci to Visit
Scotch Plains-Fanwood HS

SCOTCH PLAINS – Carol Plum-
Ucci, the New Jersey author of One
Book New Jersey’s 2004 Young Adult
Selection, “The Body of Christopher
Creed,” will be appearing at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Media Center on Monday,
April 19, at 3 p.m.

The program is open to all mem-
bers of the community.

“The Body of Christopher Creed”
has earned the Michael L. Printz
Honor Book Award, sponsored by
the American Library Association.
The award honors books that exem-
plify literary excellence in young
adult literature.

Ms. Ucci, who has won a silver
medal, was one of only five winners
nationwide and DreamWorks Pic-
tures has optioned the novel for a
possible movie.

Ms. Ucci wrote “Christopher
Creed” in approximately 18 weeks.
Her novel tells the story of the disap-
pearance of high school outcast Chris
Creed, and the quest of popular class-
mate Victor “Torey” Adams to deci-
pher Chris’s last cryptic e-mail mes-

sage and learn the truth about Chris
and himself.

Ms. Ucci said she decided to write
for young adults at a vulnerable time
in her life.

“It has been my dream to serve one
kid at a time, one page at a time,”
added Ms. Ucci. “To aspiring writ-
ing students, I say, ‘Dream big, and
don’t let anybody steal it.’”

Presented by the New Jersey Li-
brary Association, the One Book New
Jersey 2004 program unites and en-
courages individuals to read and par-
ticipate in discussions and other
events in the same book. The pro-
gram has selections for all levels of
readers.

Ms. Ucci’s appearance is a coop-
erative effort jointly sponsored by
the Friends of the Fanwood Memo-
rial Library, the Scotch Plains Public
Library, the SPFHS Media Center,
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education.

For more information, please call
the Fanwood Memorial Library at
(908) 322-6400 or the Scotch Plains
Public Library at (908) 322-5007.

READY TO VOTE…In order to be eligible to vote in the School Election on
Tuesday, April 20, Westfield High School (WHS) students who turned 18 this
year were presented the opportunity to register to vote thanks to the efforts of
the Westfield Area League of Women Voters (LWV). WHS seniors Amanda
Reider, left, and Pamela Musat complete their applications with the help of
LWV President Merry Wisler, seated in background, and member Mercedes
Fol-Okamoto. The LWV set up a registration table at the entrance to the WHS
library, under the coordination of Social Studies Supervisor Maria Schmidt.

WHS Variety Show Club
Lauded for Fundraising

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School’s (WHS) Variety Show Club
members were recently honored for
their fundraising efforts at the sec-
ond annual reception of the “Dress
for Success” program held at New
Jersey City University in Jersey City.

In addition to WHS, Goldman
Sachs, WWOR UPN9, Fleet Bank
and New Jersey City University were
also honored.

The selection of WHS as an hon-
oree was based on the work of the
Variety Show Club, which raised over
$1,500 for Dress for Success at last
year’s “Step Into the Spotlight” Vari-
ety and Talent Show. Over 70 stu-
dents, faculty, administrators and
other staff members worked together
for several weeks to produce the
show which consisted of 25 acts that
included Broadway show tunes,
country ballads, opera, original mu-
sic, monologues and performance
art.

Dress for Success is a not-for-profit
organization that provides business
attire to more than 45,000 low-in-
come women in over 75 cities each
year who are preparing to enter the
workforce. In addition to providing
each woman with a business suit for
her first job interview and another
suit when she is hired, the Dress for
Success organization offers continu-
ing support through its Professional
Women’s Group program.

Faculty advisor and English
teacher Kim Gosen-Fowler, who at-
tended the ceremony along with Va-
riety Show Club representatives
Carolyn Harbaugh and Gio Palatucci,

stated, “The Westfield High School
community was extremely proud to
contribute to the Dress For Success
program because of its ability to
reach so many women for whom
additional support and resources are
critical to enacting positive change
in their lives.”

“I commend the students in the
Variety Show Club for their efforts,”
commented WHS Principal Dr. Rob-
ert Petix. “Their unselfish commit-
ment to raising funds to help others
exemplifies the decency as well as
the capacity of our young people for
service to the community.”

For more information on the Dress
for Success program, including how
to make donations, please visit
www.dressforsuccess.org.

EXPLORATION…The Westfield Area Y’s National Association for the Educa-
tion of Young Children (NAEYC)-accredited half-day preschool program
recently held a “5-Sense Science Fair” as part of the curriculum. Children
participated in hands-on activities that helped them explore their sense of touch,
taste, smell and listening. Pictured, above, Chandler Merz in Maria Nierstedt’s
“Fun for Fours” class observes his tastebuds while Devon March looks on. For
more information on the Y’s preschool program, please call (908) 233-2700 or
visit www.westfieldynj.org. SP Residents Receive

Honor Roll Distinction
WEST ORANGE – Seton Hall

Preparatory School in West Orange
has released its Second Trimester
Honor Roll, which includes seven
students from Scotch Plains.

To qualify for First Honors, a stu-
dent must attain a grade point aver-
age above 4.0. Second Honors dis-
tinction is bestowed upon students
receiving between 3.5 and 4.0 grade
point averages. Commended students
earn between 3.0 to 3.49 grade point
averages.

Juan-Anton Velarde, a 10th grader
and junior Mark Zabel, were awarded
First Honors, while sophomore Mat-
thew Anderson earned Second Hon-
ors distinction.

WF Pupils Earn Second Place
In Destination Imagination

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS…Students from
Wilson Elementary School in Westfield cap-
tured Second Place in the Cartoon Dimensions
category at the Destination ImagiNation® com-
petition on April 3. Pictured, left to right, are:
front row; Brian Pollock and Rory Fitzpatrick;
second row; Alex Goldschmidt, Tyler Varian,
David Verchick and Alyssa Hatch; and top row;
Team Manager Sherry Varian and Matt Ragoza.

WESTFIELD — On
April 3, thousands of New
Jersey students traveled to
West Milford to compete in
the 2004 Destination
ImagiNation® problem-
solving competition.
Among the competitors
from Westfield were four
teams from Wilson Elemen-
tary School and one team
from Westfield High
School.

Wilson School Principal
Dr. Andrew Perry also vol-
unteered his time and en-
ergy as an appraiser on com-
petition day.

One of the teams from
Wilson School captured
Second Place in their chal-
lenge, Cartoon Dimensions.
This particular challenge
asked students to write a
script, design a skit, create
costumes and props, and
perform their solution to a
panel of judges.

Throughout the months
that preceded the competition, the
teams also practiced improvisational
Instant Challenges, which stimulated
the team’s ability to think quickly
and creatively with only minutes to
prepare solutions.

When tournament time arrived,
each team’s final score reflected its
Central Team Challenge performance
plus its response to an Instant Chal-
lenge.

Destination ImagiNation® is one
of the world’s largest creativity and
problem solving programs for youth
of all ages, with thousands of partici-
pants in 47 states in the U.S., 15
countries and Canadian provinces par-
ticipating annually.

The Destination ImagiNation®
program helps kids build important,
lifelong skills, such as problem solv-
ing, teamwork and divergent think-
ing.

WESTFIELD – West Chester Uni-
versity in West Chester, Pa. has re-
ported that Westfield resident
Kristen Gundrum has received the
“Who’s Who Among Students in
American Universities and Colleges
Award.”

A senior at West Chester Univer-
sity, Kristen is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Bill Gundrum of Westfield.
She is a 2000 graduate of Westfield
High School.

At West Chester University, she is
pursuing a bachelor’s degree in early
childhood education.

She is an active member of Alpha

Xi Delta sorority since the spring of
2002 and serves as Academic Vice
President, Fraternity Heritage and
Inter-Greek Council representative.
Kristen was inducted into Rho
Lambda, an honors sorority, in the
fall of 2003.

Kristen participates in many com-
munity service activities, including
philanthropic activities in her so-
rority, which raise money for Spe-
cial Olympics. She has also partici-
pated in Dancing for Dreams, a non-
profit organization, which raises
money for Camp Dream Catcher, a
camp for children affected by AIDS.

Pingry Invites Families
To Information Sessions

BERNARDS TOWNSHIP — The
Pingry School will offer information
sessions this spring on both the Short
Hills and Martinsville campuses.

Scheduled for parents interested
in applying for the 2005-2006 school
year, the sessions will include a tour
of each campus, a question-and-an-
swer session with the admission of-
ficers, and the opportunity for par-
ents to observe classes.

These sessions offer families an
opportunity to learn about Pingry’s
academic, athletic, and extracurricu-
lar programs; speak with the assis-
tant headmaster and admission staff;
and learn more about the school’s K-
12 need-based financial aid program.

Families can also find information
and directions about the school at
www.pingry.org. Space is limited to
30 individuals, and attendees must
respond in advance.

Sessions for the Short Hills cam-
pus will be held on Tuesday, May 11,
from 9:15 to 11 a.m.

The Martinsville campus will host
its sessions on Fridays, April 16 at
8:15 a.m.; April 23 at 8:15 a.m.;
April 30 at 8:15 a.m.; May 7 at 8:15
a.m.; May 14 at 8:15 a.m.; and May
21, at 8:15 a.m.

According to freshman and
Watchung resident Fatima Rakla,
“At Pingry, everything is connected
as if it is all one thing. You know
your teachers and can talk to them;
you know the other students, and
you feel like you are part of a com-
munity.”

“Pingry is a really good school
because it’s fun, and you can learn a
lot. It gives me confidence because
everyone participates in class, and
no one is afraid to say what they
think,” added Jeffrey Baum, fourth
grader and Short Hills resident.

The Lower School campus is lo-
cated on Country Day Drive in Short

Hills, just off Hobart Gap/White Oak
Ridge Road by way of Briarwood
Drive. For directions, information,
or to confirm attendance, please con-
tact Sheila Ramirez, Associate Di-
rector of Admission, at (973) 379-
4550.

The Upper School campus is on
Martinsville Road in Bernards Town-
ship, two miles south of Exit 33 off I-
78. For directions and information,
please call Sara Boisvert, Director of
Admission at (908) 647-6419.
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TREE EXPERT CO.

• Trimming
• Repairs
• Removal

Modern Equipment
State Certified
Immediate Service

Insured For Your Protection

908-233-TREE

SSCHMIEDE

908-233-8733

DID YOU KNOW . . .
The Oldest Tree is a Bristel

Cone Pine (4,900 Years
Old) found in the Sierra,

Nevada Mountains.

Celebrating our 50th year
in the Tree Business

Kristen Gundrum of Westfield
Garners ‘Who’s Who’ Award
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      Francie M. Matthews, Ph. D. & Assoc. 
      The Learning Specialists 

          Trusted for 20 years in Westfield 
                         (908) 232-8920 

                                   fm2learn@verizon.net 

Seton Hall Prep Reveals
Westfield Honors Students

WEST ORANGE – Seton Hall
Preparatory School in West Orange
has released its Second Trimester
Honor Roll, which includes seven
students from Westfield.

To qualify for First Honors, a stu-
dent must attain a grade point average
above 4.0. Second Honors distinction
is bestowed upon students receiving
between 3.5 and 4.0 grade point aver-
ages. Commended students earn be-
tween 3.0 to 3.49 grade point averages.

First Honors students include
Nicholas Colucci, a 10th grader; An-
drew Pusar, an 11th grader; Kevin
Smith, a 10th grader, and Zachary
Sproull, a ninth grader.

Second Honors pupils include 10th

grader Patrick Muldoon and Bran-
don Pantano, a 12th grader. Brendan
Connolly, a 12th grader, received
Commended distinction.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Cheryl
Wagner, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Chris Wagner of Scotch Plains,
has been named to the Dean’s List as
a result of her academic performance
during the fall 2003 semester at
Southampton College of Long Is-
land University. A biology major at
the college, Cheryl is a graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

Southampton College
Recognizes Wagner

The Board of Trustees of

THE WINSTON SCHOOL
Invites You To

THE WINSTON SCHOOL POPS 2004

An Evening of Cocktails, Dinner, Live & Silent Auction and
Grand Prize Raffle Honoring Two Dedicated Winston Vol-
unteers and Friends, Jerry K. Graham and Tine K. Graham.

Join Us In Supporting THE WINSTON SCHOOL

May 1, 7 p.m.
The North Maple Inn

Basking Ridge

Dancing With Tim Mcloone & The Shirleys

All Proceeds Benefit An Educational Triumph In Our Community.

For Tickets and Information,

Please call 973-379-4114
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Educational Commission
Honors WF Police Chief

WESTFIELD – Westfield Po-
lice Chief Bernard Tracy was hon-
ored by the foundation of the
Union County Educational Ser-
vices Commission, which pro-
vides specialized programs and
services to disabled
and non-disabled
students who cannot
be served ad-
equately in their
own school district.

According to the
Commission Super-
intendent Edward
Hartnett, Chief
Tracy has dedicated
his career to helping
children, especially
those at risk.

In addition to co-
ordinating numerous
functions where police officers and
at-risk students can interact in non-
confrontational situations and de-
velop mutual respect, Mr. Hartnett
pointed out that Chief Tracy has
spearheaded a fundraising cam-
paign to support the community-
based life skills program at Cen-
tennial High School, another com-
mission school.

The commission, which pro-
vided services to over 7,000 chil-
dren this year, also honored An-
thony Trezza, the sponsor of the
Drive for Autism, a fundraising
golf outing that supports Cross-
roads School, a commission pro-
gram for students with autism.

Since its inception in 2002, the
Drive for Autism has generated
over $53,000.

“These two individuals have
given selflessly of their time to
help provide young children across
the state with improved educa-
tional opportunities,” said Marie
Gagliardi, former foundation vice

president and chair-
woman of the
awards ceremony
that was held on
March 30.

The Union
County Educational
Services Founda-
tion is the
fundraising arm of
the commission,
providing the re-
sources to foster the
creation and devel-
opment of unique or
innovative pro-

grams and services that help stu-
dents become well-adjusted, func-
tional members of their commu-
nities, according to Superinten-
dent Hartnett.

The foundation, works to sup-
port students who are truly in need
of assistance; when it honors indi-
viduals who have made a valuable
contribution to education and chil-
dren, it is a notable event.

The commission also honored the
Schering-Plough Corporation for its
commitment to education through
grants and other support to numer-
ous New Jersey school districts.

Joseph Starkey, Director of
Community Affairs for the phar-
maceutical firm, attended the cer-
emony to receive his award on
behalf of the organization.

Bernard Tracy


