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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Former Westfield
resident and inspirational author and
speaker, Robin Silverman, has collabo-
rated with her husband, photographer
Steve Silverman to produce a coffee-
table style book about her adopted
state, North Dakota.

“America’s Land of Tranquility: Vi-
sions of the Secret Beauty of North
Dakota,” is a photographic and poetic
tribute to the beauty and spirit of the
“Freedom Frontier.”

Robin accompanied Steve, an award-
winning landscape photographer, on

many of his photo shoots.
“I expected to take notes on what I

was seeing, but what I discovered is that
the land has a voice its own,” explained
Robin.

The single line of text that Robin
created to accompany each full-color
photograph is simple, yet elegant.

“The reader is lead on a metaphoric
journey from stress to serenity,” Robin
explained.

“America’s Land of Tranquility” has
also, in a sense, become a means of
strengthening international relations.
According to Robin, when The North
Dakota Wheat Commission began
doing business with Cuba, and Fidel
Castro wanted to know more about
North Dakota, a delegation took the
Silverman’s book to him, as well as to
dignitaries from the Taiwanese govern-
ment, who also do business with North
Dakota farmers.

Robin was the second woman gradu-
ate from Westfield High School to at-
tend the University of Pennsylvania. A
member of the last College for Women
there, she graduated with honors in
English. There, she met Steve when she

was a freshman and he a junior.
“We never intended to move

to North Dakota, but we wanted
to work together, and in 1978, it
appeared that Steve’s family’s
business in downtown Grand
Forks was being challenged by
the building of a new regional
mall,” Robin explained.

“We decided we’d come back
here then, knowing that if we didn’t,
there might not be another chance.
The business still exists, but we have
both since added other interests and
careers,” she added.

One of Robin’s career extensions in-
cludes being the author of over 1,200
newspaper, magazine and Internet ar-
ticles published since 1976. Her books
include: “Reaching Your Goals”; The
Ten Gifts: A Program for Personal
Peace”; “Something Wonderful is About
to Happen”; and “Where Do We Go?
What Should We Do?” among others.

“The greater piece of what I do is
mind/body power development. I plug
people in to energy resources they never
knew existed, both within themselves
and on the metaphysical —beyond the
physical plane,” she explained.

One of Robin’s newest endeavors is
her “Take a Load Off!” program in
which she shows people how to lose
weight, improve professional develop-
ment, deepen their relationships and
just generally get more fun out of life by
aligning their mental, physical and
metaphysical energy fields.
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MORRISTMORRISTMORRISTMORRISTMORRISTOOOOOWN WN WN WN WN – The 2004
Delbarton Faculty Art Show and Sale,
an exhibition by faculty members at
Delbarton School, will open with a
reception on Sunday, April 18, from 2
to 4 p.m. in Old Main at Delbarton in
Morristown.

The show and sale will include wa-
tercolors, photographs, prints and
mixed media by faculty members, in-
cluding Brother Paul Diveny of
Morristown, Carole O’Malley of Short
Hills, Sean Quirk of West Orange,
Chairwoman of the Delbarton Art
Department Diane Lopez of
Mendham, and Father Beatus Lucey

of Morristown.
Father Lucey is a former Delbarton

Headmaster and Art Department
Chairman for 34 years.

The show will run through Thurs-
day, April 29, and will be open on
weekdays, Monday through Friday,
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., and on
Sunday, April 25, from 12:30 to 2 p.m.

Admission is free and the show is
open to the public. Delbarton, St.
Mary’s Abbey is located at 230
Mendham Road, two miles west of
Morristown Green.

For more information, please call
(973) 538-3231.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Not every pro-
ducer or director knows how to act.
Nor should every actor sit in the
director’s chair. So it is pretty refresh-
ing to find someone who can do it all.

Naomi Yablonsky, a board mem-
ber of the Westfield Community Play-
ers (WCP) is Bella Abzug when it
comes to wearing an array of hats in
the theater. Donald Mokrauer, the
president of the WCP, which has
been in existence since 1934, sings
her praises.

“Naomi has both acted for us and
done all sorts of behind the scenes
work from serving on the play read-
ing committee, directing and pro-
ducing, to running activities and
fundraisers,” commented Mokrauer.

While he was hard pressed to cite
just one area of her expertise, he specu-
lated, “Most people do one or the
other (acting or directing), but she
seems to be able to do it all.”

This past fall, WCP presented
Yablonsky’s one-act plays as a
fundraiser under the umbrella title of
“Encounters.” Originally, it was a
trilogy that involved conversations of
people whom an audience might not
normally have overheard.

Yablonsky said the fictional char-
acters “kind of become kindred spir-
its” through the conversations.

For the fall fundraiser, she wrote
another short play to complement
the trio, and now showcases them as
a quartet of one-act plays.

Mokrauer said the night met with
“much success and high praise.”

Yablonsky has written “on and off
since college” as well as acted, pro-
duced, and directed shows in the
area. Since 1996, she has been retired
from the Newark Public Schools,
where she taught first grade and basic
skills. Now, with a bit more time to
dabble in shows, Yablonsky has di-
rected and acted in plays especially
with WCP and the Cranford Dra-
matic Club (CDC).

Favorite roles include “Kate” in
Broadway Bound and her most chal-
lenging role, that of a troll in CDC’s
Sleeping Beauty.

Don’t try to pin her down as to a
single favorite hat, or one she likes to
wear most in the theater because she
loves all aspects of it.

“The arts enrich people’s lives and
have added so much to my own life,”
she said.

Yablonsky enjoys donning the cha-
peau of a performer or director, but
said she derives much pleasure from

just being an audience member
watching actors perform.

“I really enjoy acting, but with my
background, directing is a natural
combination of acting and teaching.
The challenge (in directing) is to
bring out the creativity that is within
each person,” she explained.

Victor Cenci, Director of Public
Relations at WCP, attested to
Yablonsky’s ability to work well with
actors. In 1996, the Westfield orga-
nization produced a staged reading
of Love Letters in which Yablonsky
directed him.

“She has a good touch with ac-
tors,” said Cenci. “She listens well to
them, is not dictatorial, and is able to
get the most out of them.”

Perhaps it is Yablonsky’s own act-
ing ability and background as an
actor that make her approachable.

“With Naomi,” said Cenci, “it’s
more like a collaborative effort when
you work with her; she’s warm, wel-
coming. People like to work with her
and for her.”

Cenci mentioned that he could tell
that as a director, she always had a
vision.

Yablonsky’s upcoming vision in-
volves directing a comedy for WCP
in January, and continuing to help
the Westfield theater achieve its goals.

“I am interested in keeping up the
quality of the plays,” she said, “and
I’d like to see us get more volunteers.”

She is willing to share a bonnet or
two with someone else to get them
involved.

“There is such pleasure in being
involved in all parts of community
theater,” said Yablonsky. “You get to
meet so many talented people; there
are a lot of folks out there who have
so much to offer.”
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — A marvelous new
children’s CD, entitled “Toucan You
Can,” the debut recording of
Westfield artist Donna Lisa, alter-
nately makes one think of sitting
poolside with a piña colada or relax-
ing cross-legged, watching “The
Magic Garden.”

The CD has won-
derfully catchy
tunes, most of them
about our favorite
animal friends, but
all of them terrific.

Donna Lisa, a psy-
chotherapist in real
life (as well as a wife
and mom) has a pas-
sion for children’s
songwriting, and it
shows.

Recorded at
S.R.A Studios in
Scotch Plains ,
“Toucan You Can”
is sure to please chil-
dren of all ages. The
folksy music with
just a hint of Ca-
lypso has Lisa on
lead vocals  and
rhythm guitar.

The CD features a local children’s
chorus, utilizing the talents of Allison
Siko, Jimmy Walsh, Alyssa Hart and
Mary Lu Farrell.

Lisa arrived in Westfield after liv-
ing in California, Colorado and New
York. Passionate about the cultural
education of children, the local art-
ist also writes short stories and is at
work on a treatment for an ani-
mated feature film. She has taught
songwriting workshops in the past
and recently performed at The
Westfield Memorial Library.

In addition to the screenplay, she
is busy at work compiling a benefit
children’s CD. All proceeds from
that upcoming project will aid chil-
dren who were victims of the Sep-

tember 11 terrorist attacks.
How does this professional woman

find time to record CD’s and write
stories? The answer is simple. Donna
Lisa clearly loves inspiring and en-
tertaining children with her whim-
sical tales.

All of the songs on “Toucan You
Can” were written by Lisa and her

work simply shines. I’ve been sing-
ing the title song all day.

The artist studied at The New
School and New York University,
among others, and has a master’s
degree from Yeshiva University.

Currently, her main goal is to pro-
mote her debut album. However,
Lisa has a lot of future projects on
the horizon.

What I liked best about “Toucan
You Can” is that it is so easy to listen
to. You don’t feel like you are being
beaten over the head with the songs,
in fact, they are rather soothing. It is
a refreshing departure from repeti-
tive Purple Dinosaur-style music.

I am sure that children of all ages,
as well as their parents, will enjoy this
merry and imaginative recording.

For more information, please
v i s i t  the  ar t i s t’s  webs i te  a t
www.DonnaLisaMusic.Com.

The CD is available for purchase
at www.CDBaby.com/DonnaLisa.

Photo Courtesy of Ben Solomon
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – Audiences at
Les Miserables, this year’s production
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Repertory Theater,
donated over $5,505 to benefit home-
less children.

The cast of the show conducted a
bucket drive at the doors of the SPFHS
auditorium. On March 27, at the end
of six stagings, attendees far exceeded
the cast’s expectations for a donation
they planned to make to the Interfaith
Council for the Homeless of Union
County.

“We expected about $200 per night,”
said Tuan Nguyen, President of SPFHS
Repertory Theater. Contributions av-
eraged nearly five times that much.

“Each night, the collection seemed
to grow exponentially,” he added. “On
the second to last night, an anony-
mous donor left a $100 bill. SPFHS
Repertory Theater members had no
idea how generous our community is
until now.”

Accepting the donation on April 1,
Barbara Aaronoff, Executive Director
of the Interfaith Council for the Home-
less of Union County agreed to direct
the funds to after-school arts and edu-
cation programs for homeless children
and for those living in scattered site
housing.

“It was a joy just to be selected,” said
Ms. Aaronoff, noting that the unex-
pected size of the donation would
make a major difference in services the
council can offer.

Nguyen attributed the idea for the
bucket drive and its successful out-

come to the support of the show’s
director Tom Pedas, and producer
Laurie Wellman of the SPFHS choral
music program.

“From the day we started casting
last fall, Mr. Pedas wanted the cast to
honor the spirit and message of Les
Miserables,” said Ms. Wellman.

Mr. Pedas, the music teacher at
Hillside Avenue School in Cranford,
added, “In dozens of ways, the cast has
shown personal growth from the out-
reach as much as from putting on the
show itself.”

The drive culminated in a series of
outreach activities that were coordi-
nated by parent/volunteer Shelly
Gardner.

“Our cast members went to soup
kitchens to serve meals, sang Christ-
mas carols at a holiday party for the
homeless, presented a special preview
at an area homeless shelter for women
and children, and chartered a bus to
bring the residents of the shelter to
one of our performances,” said Ms.
Gardner.

Cast member parent Blanchard
Hiatt credited Mr. Pedas with creating
a meaningful and complete educa-
tional experience for more than 100
SPFHS students associated with the
show.

“Tom Pedas showed tireless devo-
tion,” said Mr. Hiatt. “Students, audi-
ences and the whole community re-
sponded to Les Mis with an outpour-
ing that in every way honors his and
Laurie Wellman’s tremendous personal
investment in our young people.”
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AREA AREA AREA AREA AREA — The American Library
Association (ALA) has designated the
week of April 18 as National Library
Week (NLW) and several area libraries
will hold special activities in obser-
vance of the week.

This year, the Westfield Memorial
Library will celebrate NLW in con-
junction with the New Jersey Library
Association’s “One Book New Jersey.”
The goal of “One Book New Jersey” is
to use books and literature to bring
New Jersey residents together.

The library’s children’s section has
planned an hour-long program, “The
Purr-fect Program” centered on the
children’s book, “How the Cat Swal-
lowed Thunder” by Lloyd Alexander.

According to children’s librarian,
Carol Ann Wilson, “The Purr-fect Pro-
gram” will take place on Wednesday,
April 21, at the library at 7 p.m. and will
include stories, crafts and refreshments
based upon the book. Attendees must
be Westfield residents and in Kinder-
garten through third grade. In-person
registration at the children’s desk is
currently being accepted.

Adult Westfield residents can par-
ticipate in their own “One Book New
Jersey” program on Tuesday, April 20,
at 7 p.m., when the Pulitzer prize-
winning book “The Pine Barrens” by
John McPhee will be discussed.

The talk will be lead by Dr. Hubert
Ling, Professor of Microbiology at Mor-
ris Community College and research
microbiologist at Johnson & Johnson
and DuPont.

“The Pine Barrens” concerns the
preservation of this New Jersey resource,
and is something every New Jersey
resident should be interested in, said
Wilson. The program begins at 7 p.m.,
is open to Westfield Library cardholders
and requires advance registration.

For additional information about
both of these programs, please contact
the Westfield Memorial Library at
(908) 789-4090.

The Fanwood Memorial Library,
the Scotch Plains Public Library and
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school dis-
trict are jointly presenting young adult
author, Carol Plum-Ucci at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School audito-
rium on Monday, April 19.

“It is the cooperative spirit of the
libraries and the school that is making
this event possible,” explained Dan Weiss,
Director of the Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary. Weiss is also chairman of the “One
Book New Jersey” Committee.

Plum-Ucci is the author of “The
Body of Christopher Creed.” In addi-
tion to discussing her book, she will also

discuss her experiences writing for teens.
For more information, please con-

tact the Fanwood Library at (908)
322-6400.

Scotch Plains Library director Meg
Kolaya reported that the township’s
library has several events planned in
honor of NLW.

On Tuesday, April 20, a book dis-
cussion of Moliere’s Tartuffe will be
held in the library’s Community Room.
On Wednesday, April 21, at 7 p.m.,
the library will sponsor “Poetry Out
Loud” with Gwyn English Nielsen
and Tom Plante, two local poets who
will read their original work.

Members of the audience will have
the opportunity to participate by shar-
ing their own poetic writings.

For more information, please call

the Scotch Plains Library at (908)
322-5007.

The Mountainside Public Library
has teamed up its NLW events with
TV-Turnoff Network’s “Turn off the
TV Week,” according to Linda Co-
rona, Public Services Librarian.

Their program, entitled “Turn Off
the TV…And Visit the Library,” is
open to all school age children. Each
child checking out books during NLW
will be eligible to select a bookmark.
Several lucky bookmarks designate
prizes such as a CD player or gift
certificates to a bookstore.

For more information, please con-
tact the library at (908) 233-0115.

The director at the Berkeley Heights
Public Library reported that the facility
did not plan specific events to mark NLW.
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SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT – “Brahms, His Life,
His Times, His Requiem,” an illus-
trated lecture, will be presented by
Summit Chorale Music Director and
Conductor Garyth Nair on Monday,
April 19, at 8 p.m. at Brothers Col-
lege Chapel on the campus of Drew
University in Madison. Tickets are
$10 at the door. For more informa-
tion, please call (973) 292-1186.
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – Members of
the Scotch Plains and Fanwood Arts
Association will present the Annual
Members’ Show from Monday, April
26, to Friday, April 30, in the down-
stairs gallery of the
Scotch Plains Pub-
lic Library.

The public,
which is invited to
view the artwork
during library
hours, may also
meet the artists
during a reception
and awards presentation on Saturday,
May 1, at noon.

Jean McCullough, an art teacher,
painter and past president of the
Westfield Art Association, will judge
this year’s show.

For more information, please call
the Scotch Plains and Fanwood Arts
Association’s Information Officer Tom
Yeager at (908) 322-5438.
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PLPLPLPLPLAINFIELD AINFIELD AINFIELD AINFIELD AINFIELD — Carl Orff ’s

Carmina Burana (Songs from
Benediktbeuern/Cantiones Profanae),
will be presented by Crescent Concerts
in the sanctuary of the Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church, Watchung Avenue
at East Seventh Street in Plainfield, on
Friday, April 16, at 8 p.m. and Sunday,
April 18, at 4 p.m.

Performers will include the Crescent
Choral Society, the Madison Presbyte-
rian Church Choir, and the Apprentice
Chorus of the Newark Boys Chorus
School, accompanied by the New Jersey
Youth Symphony, all under the direc-
tion of conductor Paul Hostetter.

Featured soloists will be Mountainside
resident Meredith Hoffmann-Thomson,
soprano, and Bruce Rameker, baritone/
countertenor.

Tickets for these performances are
$15 for general admission, $10 for se-
nior citizens, and $5 for students.

For concert information, please call
the Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church office at (908) 756-2468 daily
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The church is
handicapped accessible and large print
programs will be available.


