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Four BOE Candidates
Vie for Three Seats
By BETSEY BURGDORF

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation elections will be held on Tues-
day, April 20, from 2 to 9 p.m. There
are three open seats with four candi-
dates vying for a chance to sit on the
board.

The candidates include incumbent

the curriculum; ensure that limited
resources are focused on the educa-
tion of the borough’s children; help
educators and administrators do their
jobs and hold them accountable; con-
tinue to hire and retain only the best
personnel and demand the highest
standards from each employee; main-
tain school facilities as active com-
munity focal points for use by all;
and to work towards these goals with
discipline, keeping focus on the
district’s mission.

“It is only by demanding the high-
est standards and receiving the ac-
tive participation of parents, teach-
ers, administrators and community
members that we can achieve our
goals,” Mr. Haggar concluded.

Mr. Venes and his wife, Carol,
have lived in Mountainside for 27
years. They have four daughters, all
of whom were educated in the
Mountainside school district. He has
held the position of elementary school
teacher in Harding School in
Kenilworth, and for the last 37 years
as a guidance counselor in the
Rahway school system, before retir-
ing in June 2003.

The candidate received a Bachelor
of Arts and Master of Arts degrees at
Newark State College (now Kean
University) in Elementary Educa-
tion and Supervision and Adminis-
tration. He continued his education
at Seton Hall University, where he
earned his sixth Year Level in Guid-
ance and Counseling.

Mr. Venes has served on President
of the Union County School Coun-
selors Association for almost 20
years, a position he still currently
holds.

A communicant at Our Lady of
Lourdes Church in Mountainside,
Mr. Venes has served as borough’s
representative to the Union County
Regional High School Board of Edu-
cation.

The candidate believes his experi-
ence as an educator would be an
asset to the board of education and
would prove helpful in the selection
of a new chief school administrator
and principal. He is interested in
overseeing the core curriculum stan-
dards set by the state and feels he
would prove beneficial in implement-
ing the goals and objectives of the
district.

“A review of the state mandated
test scores revealed that the math
score on the ESPA (Elementary
School Proficiency Assessment)
was quite poor,” Mr. Venes stated.
“Comparing the scores of the
schools in Union County in the ‘I’
category, Mountainside scored sec-
ond to last in this area. We should
make it one of our goals to improve
this score.”

Mr. Venes is seeking a seat on the
board because he was not pleased
with the construction at Beechwood
and Deerfield Schools.

“I am not pleased with the process,
the results, or the runaway costs,” he
said. He would also take a pro-active
approach to legislation regarding

Raymond Haggar

Carmine Venes

Mayor McDermott Says WF Council Will Ask
Developer Robert Powell to Scale Back Plans

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council is
“absolutely” returning to developer
Robert Powell to ask for a decrease
in the size of the redevelopment
projects on South Avenue and Pros-
pect and Elm Streets.

“We think it’s too big,” Mayor
Gregory McDermott told The
Westfield Leader. “We do not have a
shovel in the ground.”

The current proposal for South
Avenue includes 9,000 square feet of
retail, 64 rental apartments, and 15
condominiums, with 1,105 park-
ing spaces. At its highest point, the
residential units would be 44 feet
tall.

Prospect and Elm Streets is pro-
posed to have 11 condos on Prospect,
8 apartments on Elm Street and 3,350
square feet of retail with 490 parking
spaces.

Mayor McDermott said that the
council and the residents do not want
90 residential units.

The mayor said that the council
would be sitting down with Mr.
Powell soon with a list of what they
do and do not want to see in the
development.

Mayor McDermott said that he has
been driving the process, “not be-
cause I feel positively or negatively
against it,” but so the council can

analyze all the information and come
to a conclusion.

He said that the council also
has to answer the question, “Do
we want any parking structures at
all?”

Mayor McDermott said that a lot
of people may feel that the process is
being dragged out, and that the coun-
cil may have “wasted time,” but he
said it is difficult to get so much done

Council to Decide on Ward Project
During April 13 Conference Session

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Last week, the Westfield Town
Council met with Town Planner
Blaise Brancheau to discuss a zon-
ing change on Prospect Street.

Developer James Ward has pro-
posed to build a 35-unit luxury
apartment complex for age 55 and
older, at the site of the former Sta-
tistical Research headquarters.

The property in question is cur-
rently zoned for retail use. Mr. Ward
is asking the council to change the
zoning for his development.

In February, the council met with
Mr. Brancheau and asked him to
return with a list of other proper-
ties a change in zoning would ef-
fect.

Mr. Brancheau said that he looked
at properties in the CBD (Central
Business District) and GB-1 (Gen-
eral Business district) zones and
found three properties that a zon-
ing change could affect.

He said that, other than the Ward
property, the municipal parking lot
on Prospect Street and property on
Elm Street where the First Baptist
Church, Video Video and offices

currently stand could be impacted.
Mr. Brancheau said that the lot

requirements would be 125 feet
wide, 120 feet deep and the build-
ing would be required to be 40 feet
tall or less. A maximum of 35 units
could be built.

Mr. Ward’s project is currently
proposed to be 43-feet high.

Mr. Brancheau said that most
other locations were excluded be-
cause of problems that would oc-
cur with traffic.

He said that the council could do
one of three things: they can create
a zoning overlay of multifamily
use, regulate the location with cer-
tain criteria or change the permit-
ted principal use. Mr. Brancheau
recommended that the third option
was the easiest.

If the council does choose to
change the zoning, the property
will have to be made exempt to the
Special Improvement District taxa-
tion.

Mr. Brancheau said that the
change would not be spot zoning
because there is a need for senior
housing and the change in use is an
appropriate transition from the busi-
ness district to residential.

The building and town property
committee will review the proposal
again, and the council will discuss
the issue on Tuesday, April 13. If
the council approves the project
and ordinance to change the zon-
ing could be ready in two weeks.

The council also briefly discussed
their capital budget. Previous dis-
cussion centered on approval of
requests by the Downtown
Westfield Corporation and Recre-
ation Department.

Given the late hour, council opted
to postpone discussion of the items
and move forward with an ordi-
nance to appropriate monies for
the remaining capital items, includ-
ing road improvements; and delay
the other projects.
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Raymond Haggar, Carmine Venes,
Gene Nagel and Michael Melango.

Mr. Haggar and his wife have been
Mountainside residents for 12 years.
They have two children, both of
whom attend school in Mountainside.
He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Engineering and a Master of Busi-
ness Administration degree in Man-
agement.

The candidate has served on the
board for the past three years. While
on the board, he has also served as a
member of the Ad Hoc Committee
for Long Range Planning. He has
also been involved in coaching rec-
reation soccer, basketball and t-ball.

“I am proud of the improvements
we have made in our district’s school
system,” Mr. Haggar said. “Over the
past few years we have improved our
business administration by making it
more ably managed, made the bud-
get process more open, hired a cur-
riculum coordinator and improved
the communication to the commu-
nity.”

Mr. Haggar believes there is much
more work to be done and feels there
are “few quick fixes to our chal-
lenges.” If re-elected, he hopes to
foster continuous improvements to
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
AN INSTITUTION CLOSING...J&M Market on Mountain Avenue in Mountainside is closing its doors after more than
35 years of business. Mr. Frank and Mr. Ray DeRose own the building and are reported to be looking into new business
opportunities. The business has been in the DeRose family for over three decades, previous to that it was owned by John
and Martha Lorten.

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
RED LIGHT STOP, GREEN LIGHT GO...Town council members and resi-
dents listened intently as the traffic studies were present regarding the pro-
posed redevelopment projects at Prospect and Elm Streets and South Avenue.

Cooperation in Subdivision
Prevents Shoehorning

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In a unanimous decision, the
Westfield Planning Board granted a
subdivision variance to property
owners Michael and Robin Ince, 221
Maryland Street and Gustave and
Joanne Buonanno, 229 Maryland
Street at their Monday evening meet-
ing.

The variance, which was explained
by Planning Board Chairman Jay
Boyle as a lot-line adjustment, will
give the Inces 29 extra feet of prop-
erty to create a more uniform lot
pattern on the street.

“No new lot will be created,” ad-
vised Mr. Boyle.

Mr. Ince testified on behalf of the
application explaining to board mem-
bers that since last September, his
mother had come to live with his
family and they were looking to ex-
pand their property. He noted that
his neighbor, Mr. Buonanno had been
looking to sell his property to a de-
veloper as a subdivided lot but there
was not enough frontage for a sec-
ond lot.

Therefore, he explained, he of-

fered to buy the additional land to
expand his own home and Mr.
Buonanno accepted.

After the vote, Planning Board
member Richard Elbert commented,
“This is the opposite direction of
other properties where subdivisions
are sought for shoehorning houses. I
commend the applicants for this ap-
plication. It is a nice use of property.”

After the meeting, Planning Board
member and Town Council Liaison
James Foerst stated, “This applica-
tion should be a model for property
owners in Westfield. This applicant
could have shoehorned an additional
home into this location but instead
these neighbors worked together to
preserve the existing character of

Edwards and Kelcey, Keller & Kirkpatrick Debate
Projected Traffic Counts With Deck Development

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Last Wednesday, Scott Parker
from Edwards and Kelcey (E&K)
and Gordon Meth from Keller and
Kirkpatrick (K&K) presented their
traffic study findings and fielded
residents’ questions.

E&K was brought in by the de-
veloper HKT Nassau to analyze
the possible traffic impacts associ-
ated with the parking garage-de-

velopments on Prospect and Elm
Streets and South Avenue. The coun-
cil, after much debate, decided to
bring K&K on board to indepen-
dently analyze their findings.

E&K performed traffic counts dur-
ing October on streets in and around
the proposed redevelopment sites.
Estimates where then made for the
areas in 2006 for if the structures are
or are not built.

K&K produced a similar report

using E&K’s counts, but made sev-
eral different assumptions. Where
E&K assumed smaller, “mom and
pop,” type retail, K&K used a larger
scale of retail to project the traffic
counts. The two firms also used dif-
ferent figures in the number of trip
generations associated with the resi-
dential portion of the construction.

Mr. Parker said that with the con-
struction of the parking garages there
would be a “redistribution of traffic
volumes.”

He added that the projects have the
characteristics of transit villages, and
used those numbers to estimate the
traffic volumes in the “build” sce-
nario.

Mr. Parker responded to residents’
questions that no transit villages are

complete in the state, but he said
that the likelihood of someone
getting on a train and coming to
Westfield to shop is low.

He said that 40 to 70 percent of
those who come to shop are al-
ready on the road, and are in-
cluded in the “pass-by” numbers
and are not new trips.

Both firms made recommenda-
tions that signal timing be matched
at the intersections of South, North
and Central Avenues. They also
said that a left-turn-only lane
should be established on South
Avenue. However, Mayor Gregory
McDermott noted that these are
county roads.

The traffic counts themselves
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What’s...
“Can you guess

who the bunny ?
Is it Greg or Dave?
Or maybe Denise, 
and she needs her

arms waxed?”

is

It’s time to bring the family out to the 
Williams’ Great Easter Egg Hunt, this 
Saturday at 2 pm. There will be over 5000 
eggs filled with candy & toys, and 50 
special prize eggs, which can be traded for 
bigger prizes including Beanie Babies and 
Magic Tricks. The Egg Hunt is only for 
Children 10 and under. (Yes Mrs. Lewis, that 
means that you can’t hunt eggs!) Please 
arrive at least 30 minutes early since the 
Hunt starts at exactly 2 pm.  

While your here, why not  choose an 
Easter flower or three? We have hundreds of 
pots of tulips, daffodils, Easter lilies, 
hydrangea, martha washington geraniums 
and about 307 other things in bloom. 
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To find out more and open an account, visit your local Chase branch at:
302 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-9789

Choose the right bank.
Get the right gift.

$100
Gift Certificate

Offer may be withdrawn at any time. The website www.chaserewardcertificate.com is owned, operated and maintained 
by GiveAnything.com, Inc., an independent third party, and not Chase. Chase neither endorses nor guarantees any of the
products, services or promotional offers available from third-party providers. $100 will be reported as interest on your
year-end 1099 tax form.

This offer not redeemable at merchant locations.

© Copyright 2004  JPMorgan Chase Bank. All rights reserved. Member FDIC.

Switch to Chase checking with Interest and Direct Deposit,
and get a $100 gift certificate — then choose your own gift
from hundreds of great stores, restaurants and more.

Open a Chase checking account
with Interest and Direct Deposit—
before April 9.

Get your $100 certificate instantly!

Visit www.chaserewardcertificate.com 
and choose from thousands of gifts at
hundreds of great places.
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IT’S THE EASTER BUNNY!…Youngsters visit with the Easter Bunny during
a previous Easter Egg Hunt sponsored by the Lions Club of Westfield. This
year’s event, for children up to age seven, will take place on Saturday, April 10,
at Mindowaskin Park in Westfield. Participants are asked to assemble in the
park by 12:45 p.m., as the hunt will begin at 1 p.m. sharp. Children will also have
an opportunity to have their photographs taken with the Easter Bunny.

Westfield Lions to Hold
Annual Easter Egg Hunt

WESTFIELD – The Lions Club of
Westfield will hold its 69th annual
Easter Egg Hunt in Mindowaskin
Park this Saturday, April 10, at 1 p.m.
for children up to age seven. An area
will also be designated for toddlers
to participate.

Participants and their parents are
asked to assemble in the park by
12:45 p.m., as the hunt will start
precisely at 1 p.m., weather permit-
ting.

Under the direction of Hunt Chair-
man Mike Gordeuk, more than 1,200
plastic eggs will be hidden in the
area around the gazebo. Immedi-
ately after the hunt, complimentary
plastic bags containing gourmet
jellybeans will be distributed to the
children.

In addition, several of the Easter
Eggs will be specifically marked so
that those who find them may re-
ceive a small prize from one of the
merchants in town. Individuals are
asked to bring each “prize winning”
egg to the designated redemption
table after the hunt to receive a cou-
pon good for that prize at the store.

Before the hunt, between noon
and 12:45 p.m., and after the hunt,
the Easter Bunny will be available
for pictures with the children. In
exchange for a $3 donation to Lions
charities, each participant will re-
ceive a framed photograph.

There will not be a rain date. In the
event of poor weather, the Lions will
hand out jellybeans and plastic eggs
under the gazebo, as well as having
the Easter Bunny there for photo-
graphs.

The Westfield Lions Club would

like to hear from anyone who has
pictures of or a memory from the
early years of the hunt, which started
in 1936. The club may be contacted
at P.O. Box 572, Westfield 07091.

The Lions Club expressed its ap-
preciation to Westfield Police Chief
Bernard Tracy and to Town Adminis-
trator James Gildea for their assis-
tance with the hunt, as well as to The
Westfield Leader for its coverage of
the event over the past 69 years.

The Lions organization is dedi-
cated primarily to sight conservation
and assistance to the visually- and
hearing-impaired worldwide.
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Firms Debate Traffic Counts
With Deck Development
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McDermott
on a part time basis. He added that
the council has a lot more on their
agenda other than parking.

The mayor said that he is looking
to “break down the communications
barrier,” and will be talking with
citizen groups about the redevelop-
ment projects.

He wants to assure residents that
he is not ignoring them when he is up
on the dais, but that many times he
does not have answers to their ques-
tions.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS Candidates
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Cooperation in Subdivision
Prevents Shoehorning

state aid to local districts citing that
“Mountainside receives a mere 3 per-
cent.”

Other issues he would address
would be tuition costs for Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights and how the dissolution funds
from de-regionalization would be
distributed.

Mr. Melango and his wife Heliene,
have lived in Mountainside since
1995. Their son Michael attends
Deerfield School and their daughter
Priscilla is a graduate of Governor
Livingston High School.

He is President of Melo Contrac-
tors, Inc. in Roselle Park, and brings
experience in construction manage-
ment and project budgeting. “My
experience in running a business,
and my problem solving abilities,
will allow me to contribute greatly
with the BOE’s budget decisions, on
going construction, as well as the
hiring process,” he said.

Mr. Melango cites “challenges and
dissapointments with respect to the
construction of the Beechwood
School project and the renovations
to the Deerfield School,” in his rea-
sons for running for a seat on the
board.

He would like to help facilitate
better communication between the
Board of Education and Borough
Council, as well as better communi-
cation with the residents.

“The decisions made at the Board
of Education are critical to our
chilren’s future,” Mr. Melango said.

Mr. Nagel could not be reached for
comments.

their neighborhood.”
Mr. Foerst continued, “By resizing

both lots, they effectively precluded
future over development while main-
taining their ability to accommodate
the growth of their families. It is my
goal to enact into law what these
families have done voluntarily and I
commend them for their efforts.”

In other business, the board unani-
mously approved an application to
Burgers R Us, LLC, located on 251
North Avenue, West,  to start a Chee
Burger Chee Burger Restaurant
where the Great Harvest Bread Com-
pany once held their business.

Dan Colantuono, a co-owner of
the new restaurant and part of the
management team, testified on be-
half of the new restaurant.

He said, “It will be a full service
gourmet style family restaurant with
all food being cooked to order.”

Mr. Colantuono added that the res-
taurant has a 1950s “Happy Days”-
type theme with a soda bar and is
“very family-oriented.” He noted that
waitresses will serve all food and he
considers pick up orders to be a very
small portion of their business.

According to his testimony, the
restaurant plans to open daily on
weekdays from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. and
stay open until 10 p.m. on Saturdays
and Sundays. The restaurant will
serve hamburgers with a choice of 42
different toppings, as well as French
fries, onion rings, milkshakes and
sodas.

Mr. Colantuono also testified that
the restaurants are a chain in the Fort
Meyers and West Palm Beach area of

Florida, but are approaching closer
in our area. Currently, he noted, the
closest restaurants are located in the
Philadelphia area. The restaurant, he
added, has plans to open soon in New
Brunswick and Princeton. He stated
that he and his three other partners
plan to open in Westfield sometime
in July or August.

Professional Planner Ken Bowers
also testified on behalf of the appli-
cation stating that although it was 15
parking spaces short, thus needing a
parking variance.

“The restaurant will do most of its
business in the evening, after com-
muters have gone home,” said Mr.
Bowers, adding that having the res-
taurant front a municipal lot with
meters “will insure a more rapid
turnover in the afternoon.”

Arthur Attenasio, the applicants’
lawyer, reminded board members that
although the restaurant was short 15
spaces for a parking variance, the
restaurant was slotted for 47 seats as
opposed to an approval for a restau-
rant granted by the Planning Board
in 1984 for 150-seat restaurant. The
Great Harvest Bread Company had a
30-seat capacity.

In other business, the board me-
morialized their decision to grant
Commerce Bank final major site plan
approval to turn the site of the former
Reilly Oldsmobile at 552-556 and
560 North Avenue into a Westfield
Branch.

In February, Brett Skapinetz, a
licensed professional engineer, testi-
fied on behalf of the bank and told
board members that, although only
15 parking spaces are required for
the bank, 41 are proposed. He also
noted that the impervious coverage
of the site would be reduced by 40
percent, making a reduction in water
run-off and that many trees and shrubs
would be added on the site.

Finally, before the close of the
meeting, board members briefly dis-
cussed a draft prepared by Town
Planner Blaise Brancheau of Robert
Catlin and Associates to amend the
land use ordinance as it relates to the
General Business District’s GB-3
zone.

The amendment allows and en-
courages a mixed residential and non-
residential use in the areas desig-
nated at GB-3 zones, which include
certain properties on Central Avenue
as well as properties on South Av-
enue past the traffic circle going
towards Scotch Plains.

According to the draft, the units
for residential dwellings in this area
will be contained to the second and
third floor of a building deemed as a
mixed use.

Board members present at the
meeting all endorsed the proposal, as
it will now go to the Town Council
for review. Mr. Foerst did abstain
from the vote as he stated, “I have not
had a chance to thoroughly review
the entire proposal.”

The next Planning Board meeting
will be held on Monday, May 3, at 8
p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31
Travis B. Gartner, 23, of

Bridgewater was arrested at a North
Avenue store on various charges. They
included fraudulent use of a credit
card, forgery and theft by deception,
as well as possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana, pos-
session of suspected marijuana with
intent to distribute and possession of
suspected marijuana with intent to
distribute in a school zone. Gartner
was held on $7,500 bail and later
transferred to the Union County Jail.

SUNDAY, APRIL 4
A Cumberland Street resident re-

ported the theft of $13,000 in jewelry
and $500 in assorted clothing items
over a two-and-a-half month period, as
well as $7,000 in unauthorized trans-
actions on her stolen credit card.

Jon Giuliano, 40, of Garwood was

arrested on South Chestnut Street and
charged with driving while intoxicated,
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia. He was later re-
leased on his own recognizance to a
responsible party.

Cornelius Banta Earns
Honors at Mercersburg

WESTFIELD – Mercersburg
Academy in Mercersburg, Pa.
has reported that Westfield resi-
dent Cornelius Fitzpatrick Banta
has received Honors for the win-
ter term. A 10th grader, he is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius
Banta of Westfield.

SPREADING SMILES…Second graders in Coral Venturino’s class at Wilson
Elementary School in Westfield shared plenty of smiles when they backed and
sold cookies to fellow students and faculty. Proceeds from the fundraiser will
benefit the Toys To Go program at Children’s Specialized Hospital.

Edward Smith Named
To Phi Beta Kappa
WESTFIELD –Westfield resi-

dent Edward Smith was elected to
membership in the Phi Beta Kappa
society this spring at Colby Col-
lege in Waterville, Me.

Membership in the society is
one of the highest academic hon-
ors an undergraduate student can
achieve.

Edward is a senior at Colby. He
is majoring in philosophy and En-
glish. A graduate of Seton Hall
Preparatory School, he is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Smith of
Westfield.

confirmed that many intersections in
town are already congested, and that
with or without the build, will con-
tinue to downgrade.

One resident said that the recom-
mendations are, “making (Westfield)
more vehicle friendly at the expense
of pedestrians.”

Several residents raised concerns
that a development previously pro-
posed at New Street, near the inter-
section of South and Central Avenues,
was not included in the traffic study.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
said that the application for New
Street has been withdrawn and that
currently, there are no new proposals
for the property on the table.

Residents also raised concern that
prohibiting left-hand turns out of the
east end of the deck will force traffic up
Boulevard and onto residential streets.

One resident pointed out that

though individuals arrive at the train
station over periods of time, they exit
the train in large groups.


