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SP Zoning Chairman Raises
Concern With Bd. Approvals

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Zoning Board
of Adjustment gave quick approval
to two variance applications last
week, causing Chairman James
Fawcett to express some concern
that the board was not always giving
adequate scrutiny to such applica-
tions.

Before taking action on an appli-
cation by Emanuel and Diane Wiesen
to construct an addition to their home
at 1244 Sleepy Hollow Lane that
would require a side yard setback
variance, Mr. Fawcett, as is the norm,
opened the hearing to the seven other
board members for questions of the
applicants.

When there were none, Mr. Fawcett
asked for any comments from inter-
ested parties in the audience and
then again asked board members for
any questions or comments before a
vote was taken.

Noting that the board grants “99
out of 100” variance applications
that it considers, Mr. Fawcett asked
with some exasperation, “When do
we say no to variances with setbacks
significantly closer to property lines”
than is allowed. He seemed perturbed
that board members had not asked
anything of the Wiesens, who plan to
expand their garage from a two-car
to a three-car and also add a master
bedroom.

In what may have been an attempt
to explain the reason for his col-
leagues’ relative silence on the appli-
cation, board member Chris Abeel
responded by saying that the Wiesen’s
lot was irregularly-shaped, meaning
that their requested 16-foot side yard
setback “may not be the same as 16
feet in a regular lot.”

William Kraft said that the board

SP-F Board of Education Debates
Pay Increase for Poll Workers

By MICHELLE SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education held its public
hearing of the 2004-2005 school
budget on March 30, and moved to
adopt the current expense tax levy
at $55,338,242, the amount that will
be on the ballot on Tuesday, April
20.

State aid totaled to $4,116,794
and federal aid amounted to
$890,626. Salaries account for 59
percent of the budget spending, 16
percent employee benefits, and 7
percent as the amount of spending
in budget for the category of “other,”
such as money spent on textbooks,
desks and chairs, and new curricu-
lum.

Board member Edward Saridaki
said that from the money allotted for
facilities and maintenance, $115,000
is designated for repairs and replace-
ment for the parts of the roof at
Evergreen Elementary School that
are in need of repair.

Board members explained to the
public that enrollment is anticipated
to increase by 100 students next year.
Statistics show that from 1998 to
2003, the Scotch-Plains-Fanwood
school district has increased enroll-
ment by 623 students.

Other statistics presented by the
board showed that property sales in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood have
appreciated by 22 percent in the last
year, which is a greater percent in-
crease than other neighboring towns.
Board members also averaged that
the school district spends $9,326 per
student a year, which is less than the
New Jersey state average of $9,685
per student, and the Union County
average of $9,936 per student.

Board Vice President Linda Nelson
closed the public hearing by saying,
“This is about children and educa-
tion, and about property values and
what we value as a community.”

In other board matters, Luis
Rodriguez, an Industrial Technical
Education teacher at Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School, gave a pre-
sentation about a revised class called
Solid and Surfacing Modeling as
part of the CAD (Computer and
Design) program that will replace
CAD III.

Mr. Rodriguez said that Solid and
Surfacing would allow students to
design in the three-dimension using
the computer software, Rhino. The
class, which Mr. Rodriguez proposes,
would let students experiment with
industrial design, web graphics, and
animation.

Mr. Rodriguez believes his stu-
dents will be able to keep up with
rapidly changing technology, and
therefore be better prepared for col-
lege and careers in fields such as
engineering and graphic design.

Board members and Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr. Carol Choye
supported Mr. Rodriquez’s develop-
ments in curriculum.

“What I am proudest of,” said Dr.
Choye, “is how (Mr. Rodriguez) has
changed and updated courses by us-
ing the structure and periods in place
to give students cutting edge educa-
tion.”

Dennis Kobitz from the Union
County Board of Elections spoke to
the board about raising the fee paid
to polling people during school elec-
tions.

The board recently received a let-
ter from the Union County Board of
Elections which board members felt
implied that if they did not raise the
wages than there would be no poll
workers on voting day.

Mr. Kobitz assured the board that
this would not be the case, but ex-
plained that out of 20 communities
in Union County, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood was one of two communi-
ties that paid $7.69 per hours while
most poll workers receive at least
$10 per hour if not the maximum of
$14.29.

Mr. Kobitz added that he has diffi-
culty in getting workers to come to
Scotch Plains-Fanwood because of
the low pay. The Union County Board
of Elections typically sends out four
workers per district, but may have to
reduce that number to two if he can-
not assemble employees to work in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s 28 districts
(though only fifteen polling places).

The dollar amount paid to poll
workers has recently been increased
by the state, although the state does
not give money to the communities
to alleviate these new expenses, Ms.
Nelson pointed out.

Board member Thomas Russo
added that an increase in pay for a
poll worker’s eight-hour day would
be paying the workers more than
substitute teachers are paid in the
district.

The school board is ultimately re-
sponsible for setting the fee for poll
workers and a decision is anticipated
at the next board meeting.

The board also moved to submit

project plans to the Department of
Education for an intercom system
at Terrill Middle School, a health
suite and gymnasium at the high
school.

The next school board meeting
will be held on Thursday, April 15,
and School Board Elections are slated
for Tuesday, April 20, from 2 to 9
p.m.

Fanwood’s Annual
Easter Egg Hunt

To Be Held Saturday
FANWOOD – On Saturday, April

10 at 10 a.m. at Forest Road Park The
Fanwood Recreation Commission
will host the annual Easter Egg Hunt.
There will be hundreds of eggs, doz-
ens of prizes, come and meet the
Easter Bunny and much, much more.

Come and see first hand the newly
constructed Forest Road Park Build-
ing which will be available for birth-
day parties, family celebrations and
new and exciting recreational pro-
grams.

The Easter egg hunt will be held
rain or shine - for further informa-
tion call Linda at (908) 889-4935.

should “consider every application
on its own.”

The other application approved
last Thursday was from Doug and
Maria Ackerman of 2549 Moun-
tain Avenue, who are expanding
their existing garage and family
room and also adding a master bed-
room suite to their home. The ex-
pansion will result in side-yard set-
backs that required a variance from

the board.
At the start of its meeting, the

board memorialized two applications
that were approved last month. One
gave permission to Vera Relkin of
1198 Maple Hill Road to convert an
existing one-car garage into a bed-
room and then to construct a new
non-conforming one-car garage.

The other allows Dr. Nicholas

S. Plains Police Chief Nelson Will
Retire After 33 Years of Service

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Marshall Nelson says he
plans to sleep late on May
1, a well-deserved reward
after more than 33 years
with the Scotch Plains Po-
lice Department, from
which he will be retiring at
the end of this month serv-
ing as Police Chief for the
past two years.

Speaking to The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times this
week, Chief Nelson, who
joined the force in Novem-
ber 1970, said he decided
to become a police officer
because his wife had friends
who were married to po-
licemen.

“We socialized with
them,” Chief Nelson re-
called, “and I became in-
terested by listening to them
and thought it was some-
thing I’d enjoy doing.”

He called his career decision “the
best move I ever made.”

Chief Nelson is the last member
of the township police department
to have trained at the New Jersey
State Police Academy in Sea Girt;
prospective officers now train at the
John Stamler Police Academy in
Scotch Plains.

Calling himself “the last of the
Old Guard,” Chief Nelson, who
reaches the mandatory retirement
age of 65 in August, said the biggest
change he has seen in Scotch Plains
during the past three decades is a
trend towards more transitory and
shorter-term residents.

“People used to live in their home
for a long time,” he said. “It used to
be that if someone called the police
and said, ‘This is Mrs. Smith on
Raritan Road,’ you knew exactly
which house was hers.” To an ex-
tent, it’s no longer the case. Nowa-
days, he said, people who might
work in New York live in apartments
for relatively short periods of time
before they’re transferred elsewhere.
And, he said, there are some private
homes that are owned by compa-
nies, who house their employees
there before they, too, are trans-
ferred out of the area.

At his swearing-in two years ago,
the Township Council chambers
were filled beyond capacity with
family, friends and well-wishers as

Chief Nelson became Scotch Plains’
first African-American Police Chief.
Did this imbue him with any sense
of added responsibility? “Any added
responsibility I placed on myself,”
he said, explaining that it was “a
driving pressure to excel and suc-
ceed.”

He praised the political structure
in Scotch Plains, which he said was
“never anything but supportive of
me.”

He singled out for praise Town-
ship Manager Thomas Atkins as well
as a number of mayors dating back
to Albert Theurer. “No one in the
Administration ever asked me to do
any more than this job,” Chief Nelson
told The Times. “I was always treated
fairly. I asked for no favors and was
given no favors.”

Two weeks ago, speaking at a
Township Council meeting, Union
County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow called Chief Nelson
“well respected and well regarded,”
and said his retirement will be “a
great loss to the township.”

A successor to Chief Nelson will
be named in the next few weeks.
Given that several ranking and older
members of the department have
retired in recent years, the next po-
lice chief, Chief Nelson pointed out,
will likely be someone relatively
young and able to serve a term in
excess of the average tenure for a
police chief in New Jersey.

The biggest challenge
for the new chief will be
“moving the department
forward,” Chief Nelson
said. “The foundation is
here.”

“It’s always been a good
department, very service-
oriented. My main focus
was to hold it together
until a new chief came in
who would be here for a
long time.” Chief Nelson
said, “There is a small
segment (within the de-
partment) that isn’t on
board with the goals of
the administration.”

Chief Nelson spent six
years as a Captain in the
department before his pro-
motion two years ago and
worked as a detective for
much of his career, work
that he said he enjoyed
the most. He said he was

especially proud that during his ten-
ure, he worked on or supervised
three homicides, all of which were
solved. And, he added, every bank
robbery case in which he was in-
volved was solved.

Chief Nelson, who will be hon-
ored next week at a dinner, said he
plans to “stick around town” after
he bids farewell on April 30.

Anti-SID Petition Being
Circulated Among

Twp. Property Owners
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

Seven weeks before the Scotch
Plains Township Council is sched-
uled to hold a public hearing on the
creation of a Special Improvement
District (SID) in the downtown area,
a petition opposing the creation of a
SID is circulating through the busi-
ness community.

While declining to provide any
specifics about the petition, its word-
ing or how many have already signed
the document, John Appezzato told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that “yes, there is a petition.” Recall-
ing the community-wide forum in
mid-February on the SID proposal,
when a number of attendees ex-
pressed either skepticism or opposi-
tion to the SID concept, Mr.

Appezzato, an attorney with offices
on Westfield Avenue, said that, “there
are commercial property owners who
are opposed to this.”

At the February meeting, skeptics
and opponents cited the SID’s oper-
ating costs and the assessments be-
ing proposed to fund the SID as well
as what they felt was the unlikeli-
hood of its ultimate success as rea-
sons for their lack of enthusiasm.

Mr. Appezzato called the petition
drive “an exercise in democracy at
its best.”

A steering committee formed last
year to investigate the feasibility of a
SID spent six months deliberating
and discussing various aspects of a
SID including its goals, possible
projects, assessment fees and opera-
tions before submitting to the Town-
ship Council a final report that rec-
ommended that a SID be established.

Property owners would be assessed
an annual fee, via a six-tiered flat
rate formula, based on the value of
their property. The council is ex-
pected to introduce an ordinance to
establish a SID at its Tuesday, May
11 meeting, with a public hearing on
the ordinance set for Tuesday, May
25.

Steve Goldberg, the President of
the Scotch Plains Business and Pro-
fessional Association who served as
chairman of the SID steering com-
mittee, did not want to comment
directly on the petition since he has
not yet seen it. But he did tell The
Times that, “while I understand their
concerns, I just feel that if they knew
more about it, they would have a
different opinion.”

Describing herself as, “very frus-
trated,” Councilwoman Nancy
Malool, who has spearheaded the
effort to create the SID, told The
Times she “would have preferred that
people come and talk to me before”
signing any petition, “because I’m
not totally sure they fully compre-
hend” the particulars of how a SID
works. “I’m disappointed that
they’d wait until a public hearing
to show up with a piece of paper
with a bunch of signatures rather
than come to the steering commit-
tee meetings.”

She said she hopes to talk to peti-
tion signers before the public hear-
ing. “I’m disappointed that they did
not reach out to me or Steve
(Goldberg) or any other member of
the steering committee.”

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
PATRIOT’S PATH...American flags are on display as drivers make their way up East Second Street and Park Avenue
in downtown Scotch Plains. Flags can be sponsored for $125 each and a plaque will be mounted designating the donor.

Fred Rossi for The Times
HAIL TO THE CHIEF...On April 30, Scotch Plains Police
Chief Marshall Nelson will retire from the force after over
33 years of service to the township.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
PLAY BALL...Raider baseball players and coaches are waiting for conditions
to be right for opening day at the newly refurbished baseball field at the high
school. Delays have been encountered as the team and fans wait to hear the
traditional refrain, “Let’s play ball.”
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& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com

NEW Spring Hours

7 days 9am-6pm
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524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

...Hoppening?

EASTER fLOWER
HEADQUARTERS
EASTER fLOWER
HEADQUARTERS

What’s...
“Can you guess

who the bunny ?
Is it Greg or Dave?
Or maybe Denise, 
and she needs her

arms waxed?”

is

It’s time to bring the family out to the 
Williams’ Great Easter Egg Hunt, this 
Saturday at 2 pm. There will be over 5000 
eggs filled with candy & toys, and 50 
special prize eggs, which can be traded for 
bigger prizes including Beanie Babies and 
Magic Tricks. The Egg Hunt is only for 
Children 10 and under. (Yes Mrs. Lewis, that 
means that you can’t hunt eggs!) Please 
arrive at least 30 minutes early since the 
Hunt starts at exactly 2 pm.  

While your here, why not  choose an 
Easter flower or three? We have hundreds of 
pots of tulips, daffodils, Easter lilies, 
hydrangea, martha washington geraniums 
and about 307 other things in bloom. 
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To find out more and open an account, visit your local Chase branch at:
302 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-9789

Choose the right bank.
Get the right gift.

$100
Gift Certificate

Offer may be withdrawn at any time. The website www.chaserewardcertificate.com is owned, operated and maintained 
by GiveAnything.com, Inc., an independent third party, and not Chase. Chase neither endorses nor guarantees any of the
products, services or promotional offers available from third-party providers. $100 will be reported as interest on your
year-end 1099 tax form.

This offer not redeemable at merchant locations.

© Copyright 2004  JPMorgan Chase Bank. All rights reserved. Member FDIC.

Switch to Chase checking with Interest and Direct Deposit,
and get a $100 gift certificate — then choose your own gift
from hundreds of great stores, restaurants and more.

Open a Chase checking account
with Interest and Direct Deposit—
before April 9.

Get your $100 certificate instantly!

Visit www.chaserewardcertificate.com 
and choose from thousands of gifts at
hundreds of great places.
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Julie Lowen Receives
Dean’s List Distinction
SCOTCH PLAINS – American

University in Washington, D.C. has
reported that Scotch Plains resident
Julie Lowen was named to the Dean’s
List for the fall 2003 semester.

Julie, a senior in the School of
Communication at American Uni-
versity, is majoring in public com-
munication.

Melillo of 1375 Rahway Road to
construct a detached three-car ga-
rage on his four-acre property.

Board Attorney Vincent Loughlin
said a response has been filed to the
appeal by Nextmedia Outdoor of the
board’s November 2003 rejection of
its application to replace a billboard
located in a lot at the corner of
eastbound Route 22 and Union Av-
enue. Mr. Loughlin said he expects a
hearing on the appeal to be held
during the summer.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Zoning Bd.

Cooperation in Westfield Planning Board App.
Subdivision Prevents Shoehorning of Property
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- In a unanimous
decision, the Westfield Planning
Board granted a subdivision vari-
ance to property owners Michael
and Robin Ince, 221 Maryland
Street and Gustave and Joanne
Buonanno, 229 Maryland Street at
their Monday evening meeting.

The variance, which was ex-
plained by Planning Board Chair-
man Jay Boyle as a lot-line adjust-
ment, will give the Inces 29 extra
feet of property to create a more
uniform lot pattern on the street.

“No new lot will be created,”
advised Mr. Boyle.

Mr. Ince testified on behalf of
the application explaining to board
members that since last Septem-
ber, his mother had come to live
with his family and they were look-
ing to expand their property. He
noted that his neighbor, Mr.
Buonanno had been looking to sell

his property to a developer as a
subdivided lot but there was not
enough frontage for a second lot.

Therefore, he explained, he of-
fered to buy the additional land to
expand his own home and Mr.
Buonanno accepted.

After the vote, Planning Board
member Richard Elbert com-
mented, “This is the opposite di-
rection of other properties where
subdivisions are sought for shoe-
horning houses. I commend the
applicants for this application. It is
a nice use of property.”

After the meeting, Planning
Board member and Town Council
Liaison James Foerst stated, “This
application should be a model for
property owners in Westfield. This
applicant could have shoehorned
an additional home into this loca-
tion but instead these neighbors
worked together to preserve the
existing character of their neigh-

borhood.”
Mr. Foerst continued, “By

resizing both lots, they effectively
precluded future over development
while maintaining their ability to
accommodate the growth of their
families. It is my goal to enact into
law what these families have done
voluntarily and I commend them
for their efforts.”

In other business, the board
unanimously approved an applica-
tion to Burgers R Us, LLC, located
on 251 North Avenue, West to start
a Chee Burger Chee Burger Res-
taurant where the Great Harvest
Bread Company once held their
business.

Dan Colantuono, a co-owner of
the new restaurant and part of the
management team, testified on be-
half of the new restaurant.

He said, “It will be a full service
gourmet style family restaurant
with all food being cooked to or-
der.”

Mr. Colantuono added that the
restaurant has a 1950s “Happy
Days”-type theme with a soda bar
and is “very family-oriented.” He
noted that waitresses will serve all
food and he considers pick up or-
ders to be a very small portion of
their business.

According to his testimony, the
restaurant plans to open daily on
weekdays from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
and stay open until 10 p.m. on
Saturdays and Sundays. The res-
taurant will serve hamburgers with
a choice of 42 different toppings,
as well as French fries, onion rings,
milkshakes and sodas.

Mr. Colantuono also testified that
the restaurants are a chain in the Fort
Meyers and West Palm Beach area of
Florida, but are approaching closer
in our area. Currently, he noted, the
closest restaurants are located in the
Philadelphia area. The restaurant, he
added, has plans to open soon in New
Brunswick and Princeton. He stated
that he and his three other partners
plan to open in Westfield sometime
in July or August.

Professional Planner Ken Bow-
ers also testified on behalf of the
application stating that although it
was 15 parking spaces short, thus
needing a parking variance.

“The restaurant will do most of
its business in the evening, after
commuters have gone home,” said

Mr. Bowers, adding that having the
restaurant front a municipal lot with
meters “will insure a more rapid
turnover in the afternoon.”

Arthur Attenasio, the applicants’
lawyer, reminded board members
that although the restaurant was
short 15 spaces for a parking vari-
ance, the restaurant was slotted for
47 seats as opposed to an approval
for a restaurant granted by the Plan-
ning Board in 1984 for 150-seat
restaurant. The Great Harvest Bread
Company had a 30-seat capacity.

In other business, the Board me-
morialized their decision to grant
Commerce Bank final major site
plan approval to turn the site of the
former Reilly Oldsmobile at 552-
556 and 560 North Avenue into a
Westfield Branch.

In February, Brett Skapinetz, a
licensed professional engineer, tes-
tified on behalf of the bank and told
board members that, although only
15 parking spaces are required for
the bank, 41 are proposed. He also
noted that the impervious coverage
of the site would be reduced by 40
percent, making a reduction in wa-
ter run-off and that many trees and
shrubs would be added on the site.

Finally, before the close of the
meeting, board members briefly
discussed a draft prepared by Town
Planner Blaise Brancheau of Rob-
ert Catlin and Associates to amend
the land use ordinance as it relates
to the General Business District’s
GB-3 zone.

The amendment allows and en-
courages a mixed residential and
non-residential use in the areas des-
ignated at GB-3 zones, which in-
clude certain properties on Central
Avenue as well as properties on
South Avenue past the traffic circle
going towards Scotch Plains.

According to the draft, the units
for residential dwellings in this area
will be contained to the second and
third floor of a building deemed as
a mixed use.

Board members present at the
meeting all endorsed the proposal,
as it will now go to the Town Coun-
cil for review. Mr. Foerst did ab-
stain from the vote as he stated, “I
have not had a chance to thoroughly
review the entire proposal.”

The next Planning Board meet-
ing will be held on Monday, May 3,
at 8 p.m.
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THE EASTER BUNNY IS COMING!…This year’s Easter Egg Hunt in Fanwood
will be held at 10 a.m. on Saturday, April 10, at Forest Road Park. Children will
be treated to hundreds of eggs and prizes. Sponsored by the Fanwood Recreation
Commission, children  will have an opportunity to have their photographs taken
with the Easter Bunny.

Firms Debate Projected
Traffic Counts With Deck
Development in Westfield

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Last Wednesday,
Scott Parker from Edwards and
Kelcey (E&K) and Gordon Meth
from Keller and Kirkpatrick (K&K)
presented their traffic study find-
ings and fielded residents’ ques-
tions.

E&K was brought in by the de-
veloper HKT Nassau to analyze
the possible traffic impacts associ-
ated with the parking garage-de-
velopments on Prospect and Elm
Streets and South Avenue. The
council, after much debate, decided

to bring K&K on board to indepen-
dently analyze their findings.

E&K performed traffic counts
during October on streets in and
around the proposed redevelopment
sites. Estimates where then made
for the areas in 2006 for if the
structures are or are not built.

K&K produced a similar report
using E&K’s counts, but made sev-
eral different assumptions. Where
E&K assumed smaller, “mom and
pop,” type retail, K&K used a larger
scale of retail to project the traffic
counts. The two firms also used
different figures in the number of
trip generations associated with the
residential portion of the construc-
tion.

Mr. Parker said that with the con-
struction of the parking garages
there would be a “redistribution of
traffic volumes.”

He added that the projects have
the characteristics of transit vil-
lages, and used those numbers to
estimate the traffic volumes in the
“build” scenario.

Mr. Parker responded to resi-
dents’ questions that no transit vil-
lages are complete in the state, but
he said that the likelihood of some-
one getting on a train and coming
to Westfield to shop is low.

He said that 40 to 70 percent of
those who come to shop are already
on the road, and are included in the
“pass-by” numbers and are not new
trips.

Both firms made recommenda-
tions that signal timing be matched
at the intersections of South, North
and Central Avenues. They also said
that a left-turn-only lane should be
established on South Avenue. How-
ever, Mayor Gregory McDermott
noted that these are county roads.

The traffic counts themselves
confirmed that many intersections
in town are already congested, and
that with or without the build, will
continue to downgrade.

One resident said that the recom-
mendations are, “making
(Westfield) more vehicle friendly
at the expense of pedestrians.”

Several residents raised concerns
that a development previously pro-
posed at New Street, near the inter-
section of South and Central Av-
enues, was not included in the traf-
fic study.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
said that the application for New
Street has been withdrawn and that
currently, there are no new propos-
als for the property on the table.

Residents also raised concern that
prohibiting left-hand turns out of
the east end of the deck will force
traffic up Boulevard and onto resi-
dential streets.

One resident pointed out that
though individuals arrive at the train
station over periods of time, they
exit the train in large groups.
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