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Baptist Churches to Hold
Easter Celebration Events

Calvary Lutheran Church
To Observe Holy Week

GREAT GARDEN IDEAS…Patrick Cullina, Associate Director of Rutgers
Gardens, recently took members of the Garden Club of Westfield on a photo-
graphic tour of both public and private gardens, designed to give them
inspiration for home landscaping. The presentation included suggestions for
combining flowers and shrubs, essential design features, seasonality and main-
tenance. Pictured with Mr. Cullina, from left to right, are: Betty List of the
Garden Club of Westfield, Jane Curtis, Program Committee Co-Chairwoman
for the club, and Nancy Priest, President of the Friends of Mindowaskin Park,
who was a guest at the event.

SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s
Baptist Church will observe Eas-
ter this Sunday, April 11, begin-
ning with a combined 6 a.m. Sun-
rise Service, followed by break-
fast, at the Metropolitan Baptist
Church.

The Reverend Clement Griffin
is the Pastor of the Metropolitan
Baptist Church, located at 823
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.

The Annual Easter Program will
be presented at 8:30 a.m. by the
Sunday School Department at St.
John’s Baptist Church, located at
2387 Morse Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Pastor Kelmo C. Porter, Jr. will
deliver the sermon during the 10
a.m. Special Easter Morning Ser-
vice at  St. John’s Church. All  events
are open to the public.

Additionally, the St. John’s Bap-
tist Church Women’s Ministry will
conduct its fourth annual retreat
Friday through Sunday, April 16
to 18, at the Bridgewater Marriott
in Bridgwater.

The theme for the retreat will be
“More of God Less of Us.” The
registration fee of $185 includes
lodging, meals and banquet, and a
workshop packet. The retreat will
focus on prayer, praise, fellow-
ship, workshops and networking
sessions.

For more information on the Eas-
ter programs or the Women’s Min-
istry retreat, please call St. John’s
Baptist Church at (908) 232-6972.

CRANFORD – The Calvary
Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, will hold
several worship services to close the
season of Lent and mark the celebra-
tion of Easter.

The Reverend Carol A. Lindsay
will lead worship and preach at all
services. Music will be provided
under the direction of Jeanne
Elmuccio, interim music director.
Members of the public are invited to
attend all services.

A Maundy Thursday service will
be offered tonight, April 8, at 7:30
p.m. The service will be held in the
round, as worshippers gather in the
chancel around the altar for absolu-
tion, the symbolic washing of feet
and Holy Communion.

A soprano duet will be performed
by Calvary Choir members Melissa
Toddings of Cranford and Peg
Bernhardt of Dunellen. This service

also will include the stripping of the
altar in preparation for Good Friday.

The solemnity of Good Friday will
be observed April 9 at 7:30 p.m. with
a service of prayer and meditation
with Tenebrae, also known as the
Service of Darkness. Music will be
provided by the Calvary Choir.

The Easter celebration will begin
this Sunday, April 11, with Festival
Services of Holy Communion at 8:30
and 11 a.m. Each service will offer a
full liturgy with trumpet accompani-
ment by Gerson Horowitz of Fords
and a choral postlude of Handel’s
“Hallelujah Chorus” performed by
the Calvary Choir and the congrega-
tion.

Other seasonal music will include
“Christ the Seal of Death is Broken,”
by Fanny Cosby and Ruth Schram,
and Handel’s “I Know That my Re-
deemer Lives,” featuring soprano
soloist Melissa Toddings.

Former Publisher to Recall
Arrival of Jews in America

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, April
18, Fran Gold of Westfield, former
editor and publisher of The Jewish
Horizon newspaper, will present a
program between 2 and 5 p.m. at the
Miller-Cory House Museum of
Westfield on the arrival of Jews in the
colonies in 1654.

Fleeing persecution in another
country, these people endured many

hardships in their quest to find a new
home, including attacks by pirates,
hunger and even jail before estab-
lishing the first permanent settle-
ment of Jews in what is now the
United States. This year, Jews all
over America will commemorate the
350th anniversary of their arrival on
September 7, 1654.

Costumed docents will conduct
tours of the Miller-Cory House, lo-
cated at 614 Mountain Avenue, and
answer inquiries about life in the
Colonial period. The last tour will
begin at 4 p.m.

Additionally, open-hearth cooking
will be demonstrated in the Frazee
Building by Janet Murphy of
Kenilworth. Taste treats will be avail-
able for visitors to sample. Individu-
als are also invited to visit the
museum’s gift shop, managed by
Deborah Bailey of Westfield.

Admission to the museum and its
grounds is $2 for adults, 50 cents for
students and free for children under
age six. On Sunday, April 25, the
museum’s annual Sheep-to-Shawl
Festival will take place. For further
information about the activities of the
museum, please call (908) 232-1776.

Easter and Passover Celebrations Show
How Our Faiths Converge and Diverge

By RABBI JOEL N. ABRAHAM

This year, Easter Sunday is April
11 and Passover begins at sundown
of April 5, ending at sundown April
12 (April 13 for Conservative and
Orthodox Jews living outside the land
of Israel).

Next year, Easter Sunday is March
27 and Passover runs from April 23
through 30. Some years, the dates
converge (making life easier for
school superintendents everywhere)
and others they are far apart. What an
interesting metaphor for the Jewish/
Christian interaction around these
two sacred times.

Our religions converge in that
Christian tradition teaches that Jesus’
Last Supper was a Passover seder.
For many communities, the seder
(the ordered meal of the first night of
Passover) has been a bridge between
communities.

At Temple Sholom, we invited the
members of our host congregation,
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
to join us for our yearly congrega-
tional seder. Many Christians view
this as a chance to learn about the
Jewish roots of Jesus, although I am
always very careful to explain that
the seder of today is very different
than in the time of the Second Temple
in Jerusalem.

Our religions diverge in that the
Passover/Easter season has often been
one of great tension between our
communities. Historically, some
retellings of the events of the Easter
story, the Passion of Jesus, have em-
phasized the role that Jews might

have played in the crucifixion. Con-
temporary listeners then sought re-
venge on the Jews of their own time.
Passover has often been a time of
dangerous libels against the Jews,
resulting in pogroms (mob killings)
against Jewish communities.

Our religions converge in the mes-
sage of the renewal of our faith in the
spring of the year; in the joy of
redemption, and in how remember-
ing our foundational histories rein-
forces our beliefs and practices.

Our religions diverge in how we
view the essential nature of the hu-
man being and our relationship with
the Divine. And yet we converge
again in the message of how we are
expected to treat others, and what
our human task is here on earth.

Passover (Pesach in Hebrew) and
Easter are very different holidays,
with little other than the calendar to
invite comparison. Difference is of-
ten a cause for distrust and conflict.
However, without difference, dia-
logue can be very bland.

This spring, let us all resolve to put
destructive conflict behind us and try
to understand our differences and
explore what may bring us together.
May all of us marking a sacred occa-
sion at this time have a meaningful
and moving experience. May all of
us find renewal in the spring season.

* * * * * * *
Rabbi Abraham is the spiritual

leader of Temple Sholom, a Reform
congregation serving the Plainfields,
Scotch Plains and the surrounding
communities.

First Congregational Church
Announces Easter Services

WESTFIELD — The First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield will
hold several services this week, be-
ginning tonight and continuing
through Easter Sunday, April 11.
Visitors are welcome to attend.

Maundy Thursday will be observed
tonight, Thursday, April 8, at 7:30
p.m. with a Tenebrae service (a ser-
vice of shadows), the retelling of the
Last Supper and Holy Communion.

The Good Friday service will be
held tomorrow, April 9, at noon. It
will include a dramatic reading of
the Passion Story based on John 18:1
through 19:42.

Easter Sunday will be celebrated
with identical services at 9 and 11

a.m. Special choral and instrumental
music will include Widor’s Toccata;
“The Light Divine” from Mascagni’s
Sicilian Vespers, and the “Hallelu-
jah” chorus from Handel’s Messiah.

A one-room schoolhouse will be
offered for children ages three and
older during both services, and child
care is available for infants to two-
year-olds. One coffee hour will be
held for both services at 10 a.m.

The First Congregational Church,
located at 125 Elmer Street, is
equipped with a wheelchair ramp
and an infrared audio system for the
hearing-impaired. For further infor-
mation, please call the church office
at (908) 233-2494.
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First United Methodist 
 Church of Westfield 

Celebration led by 

The Big Apple 

 Dixieland Jazz Band 

Easter Sunrise   6:30 am 

Seekers 9 am  Worship  10:30 am 

Saturday,  
April 10 

8 pm 
 

908-233-4211 

 

1 East Broad St  

Dixieland Easter Vigil 

Everyone’s  

Invited!!!  

Imagine a Religious School that kids like to attend . . .  
You can find it at Temple Sholom! 

    In a recent survey of our students: 

• 91% said they like how we teach Hebrew 

• 98% said they like their teachers 

• A majority even said that they like coming to Religious School! 

Join us for a Religious School Open House on  
Sunday, April 18, 10:00 a.m. -noon. 

See for yourself how much our students enjoy the creative Hebrew and Jewish curriculum at  

Temple Sholom.  A presentation by the Rabbi and the Religious School Director begins at 10:30, 

followed by a tour of the school in action.  Babysitting is available with a reservation. 

 Our Religious School classes are held at UC High School, 1600 Martine Ave. in Scotch 

Plains.  For more information, babysitting reservations, or directions, please call us at 908-889-

4900, or e-mail us at sholom@sholomnj.org. 

Temple Sholom 
LaGrande & Martine Aves., Fanwood 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 539 Scotch Plains,  NJ  07076-0539 
908-889-4900      www.sholomnj.org 

Parkinson’s Group
To Gather April 12

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Parkinson’s Disease Support Group
will meet at 1:30 p.m. on Monday,
April 12, in the Christian Lounge of
the Parish House at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.

Sheri Cognetti of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA will provide
details about a new, 10-week exer-
cise class for people with Parkinson’s
to be offered at the Y beginning the
following Monday, April 19. There
is no charge and light refreshments
will be served.

Meetings of the group take place
at the church on the second Monday
of each month. Individuals with
Parkinson’s disease and/or their
caregivers are invited to attend.

The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield is located at 140 Mountain
Avenue. For more information,
please call Barbara Ringk at (908)
322-9214 or the church office at
(908) 233-0301.

The Chelsea at Fanwood
is pleased to invite you to join them for

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m

A MEMORY ENHANCEMENT
WORKSHOP

presented by Sandra Frank
Seniors will have the opportunity to develop new skills to improve recall and

learn how emotions impact memory and play an important role in short-circuiting
clear thoughts. The lessons will be given in an entertaining style to promote

success experiences through the use of games and prizes. Come Join Us!

WHEN: WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14, 2004
TIME: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM

WHERE: THE CHELSEA AT FANWOOD
295 South Avenue • Fanwood

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community involvement and family education.

R.S.V.P. by
April 12, 2004
Eileen Weller

908-654-5200 x511

Open to the Public - Please join us for this informative program - Everyone is welcomed!

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED

Holy Trinity Seniors
Post Next Meeting

WESTFIELD – The monthly
meeting of the Senior Social Club of
Holy Trinity will be held on Mon-
day, April 12, at 1:30 p.m. in the
gymnasium/auditorium of the el-
ementary school.

A trip to the Duke Gardens has
been planned for Thursday, May 27.
Individuals will have an opportunity
to sign up for the trip at this meeting.
Refreshments will also be served.

Christ is Risen!
Please join us for Easter Worship

April 10 Vigil - 7:29 p.m.

April 11 Services - 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran Church
Corner of Clark & Cowperthwaite, Westfield

908-232-1517
Across from Roosevelt Intermediate School


