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Old, New Members Welcome
At Upcoming Jaycee’s Meeting
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Jay-

cees will be hosting its annual re-
union, dubbed “Old-timer’s Night,”
on Wednesday, April 21, at 6:30 p.m.
This year’s event will be held at the
Jolly Trolley on North Avenue in
Westfield (next to the firehouse). All
past, present and potential Jaycees
are invited to attend. Dinner and
refreshments will be served to new
guests at no charge.

“This is a great opportunity for
those interested in joining the
Westfield Jaycees,” said Jeff Pinkin,
chapter president. “Being a Jaycee
allows you to network with interest-
ing people and make a real differ-
ence in the community.”

Members of the Westfield Jaycees
range from political and community
leaders to athletes and entrepreneurs.

“It’s the perfect avenue to expand
your horizons, make new friends and
make a difference,” said Mr. Pinkin.

The group has sponsored many
successful programs, including the
Westfield Child Shield program, the
Habitat program, a concert series
and awarding academic scholarships.
Jaycees donate the organization’s
time, efforts and money to making
Westfield a better place to live.

To find out more about joining the
Westfield Jaycees, come to Old-
timer’s Night on April 21, or visit
one of the group’s monthly meetings
on the first Wednesday of each month
at a local restaurant. The Jaycees can
be contacted at (908) 233-3251 or by
e-mail at jaycees@westfieldnj.com.

A Bit of Revolutionary
History on Kirkview Circle

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — There was a time
when the house at 1 Kirkview Circle
stood alone on 85 acres of land, which
stretched across both sides of
Lambertsmill Road.

Though the house itself dates back
to approximately 1750, the owners,
Joan and Robert Vivian, proudly dis-
play the deed in their den from 1841
when the property was purchased for
$4,500.

Until 1941, The property was a work-
ing farm with cows, chickens, pigs and
horses. When the property was sold,
the Town Council passed an ordinance
against the stabling of horses.

After buying the house 41 years ago,
the Vivians have made changes to it by
adding garages, a breezeway, extend-
ing the kitchen and adding a first-floor
powder room. Some of the original
beams and posts are visible in the
eating area of the kitchen.

One of the previous owners imported
Welsh Quarry Tile, which is the floor-
ing for the living room and master
bedroom. A separate, narrow, stair-
case leads to the master bedroom. The
wall along the downstairs hallway
shows the original wainscoting. Sev-

eral of the windows still have the origi-
nal hand-blown glass panes.

The home has seven fireplaces scat-
tered from the basement to the attic.
The upstairs bathroom walls are done
in their original subway tile.

The front of the house is shaded by
a large Copper Beech tree. The porch,
which was once entirely screened, is
the home to Mrs. Vivian’s thriving
plants. An outbuilding that sits at the
backend of the property is equipped
with a fireplace.

Originally known as the Squire
Radley House and later known as
Talcott Farms, the home was invaded
by British Soldiers on the evening June
26, 1777. According to the Vivians,
the troops were searching for Joseph
Acken, “The Old Rebel,” who resided
in the home. He was able to fool the
soldiers into thinking he was in bed
while he was out hiding in the corn.
The soldiers bayoneted his bed.

Mr. Acken is buried in the Revolu-
tionary Cemetery on Mountain Avenue.

Mr. and Mrs. Vivian related that
when the story of Mr. Acken came to
light, their young sons argued over
whose bedroom it had taken place in.

The Vivians are now planning a move
to Maine, where Mrs. Vivian will con-
tinue her antique business and Mr. Vivian
will continue his historic research.

Jeffrey’s Announces Australian Wine Tasting DinnerJeffrey’s Announces Australian Wine Tasting DinnerJeffrey’s Announces Australian Wine Tasting DinnerJeffrey’s Announces Australian Wine Tasting DinnerJeffrey’s Announces Australian Wine Tasting Dinner
Jeffrey Rust, chef owner of Jeffrey’s of Westfield,

114 Central Avenue, Westfield, cordially extends an
invitation to the second in a series of wine tasting
dinners. An Australian wine tasting will be paired
with a special six course menu created and prepared
by Jeffrey, along with his sous chef Richard Karyczak.

The wine tasting and dinner will be held at 7 p.m.
on both Monday, April 19, and Monday April 26.
Guest speaker Rodney Rose, of Vintage Wine Sell-
ers, will lead a discussion and tasting of the wines.

The evening will start with an assortment of hor
doerves, paired with a 2000 Seaview Brut Sparkling
Wine. Additional courses will be a salad of frisee,
radicchio and blood orange, and sautéed orange
roughy on a bed of braised leeks with rock shrimp
and a lemon thyme white wine sauce.

These courses will be served with Penfolds
Chardonnays. The main course is grilled rack of

lamb with mashed purple potatoes and light lamb
jus, served with Penfolds Bin 2 Shiraz Mourvedre.

The evening will conclude with fresh lemon me-
ringue tart, paired with an Australian dessert wine.

Jeffrey and Richard enjoy holding the wine tasting
dinners to showcase the fine wines offered on the
restaurant’s wine list. The wine list currently consists
of over 200 selections; all housed in a temperature
controlled wine cellar.

Jeffrey’s of Westfield is pleased to announce that
the restaurant is the recipient of a Wine Spectator
Magazine Award of Excellence for the second year
in a row. Jeffrey’s is the only Westfield restaurant to
be honored with this recognition.

The cost for the wine tasting and dinner is $75
per person. Advance reservations are required.
Please call 908-232-4517 to make a reservation or
for additional information. Paid Bulletin Board

HISTORIC HOME...The Vivian home at 1 Kirkview Circle, above,  in Westfield
predates the revolutionary war. The guest house located at the back of the
property is pictured below, with an inset of the large Copper Beech tree that
shades the property.

BRIGHTENING THEIR DAYS…The Jewish Family Service Agency of Cen-
tral New Jersey provides a multitude of services to individuals, couples and
families in Union and parts of Somerset counties. Among these are homemaker,
home health aide and respite services for the elderly. See story on Page 4.

Resident Wants Mayor, Council
To Listen To the Speed Hump Noise

After reading Karen Masciale’s letter
regarding the speed humps on Gallows
Hill, I would like to let the people know
how priceless the speed hump in front of
my house is to me. Every time a motorist
honks his horn in frustration at all hours
of the night – priceless; when I am out
working in my yard and I am given a
gesture by motorists – priceless; when a
car bottoms out going about five miles
per hour over the hump – priceless; the
new cracks in the walls in my home from
trucks hitting the humps – priceless.

The ironic part is that I have driven
behind residents who pushed to have
these speed humps installed, and they
have a problem observing the posted
speed limits on other streets. So again,
we have the “don’t do it in my neighbor-

hood” syndrome.
I ask the frustrated motorists traveling

on Gallows Hill Road, “do not honk your
horn at the speed hump between 124 and
130 Gallows Hill Road.” Several resi-
dents invited the mayor and council to
come to our homes to observe and listen
to the noise generated by these humps.
To date, we have not received any re-
sponse.

I am not against pedestrian safety, but
if you go to Rahway Avenue and observe
the speed by Westfield High School and
Edison Middle School, I think you will
agree that speed humps are not the an-
swer. Education is the answer, for both
motorists and pedestrians alike.

Anita Whalen
Westfield

Letter to the Editor

     xtraordinary personal service, sound fashion advice and quality  merchandise, make

keeping in style fun and easy at Jude.  Cranford resident and owner, Jude Zimmerman, uses

her 20 years of fashion industry experience to hand pick selections of clothing and accesso-

ries from such designers as Eileen Fisher, Lily Pulitzer, Sigrid Olsen, Karen Kane, J’Envie.

Jude enjoys working  with women who enjoy the collaborative process of selecting the right

clothes to complement their skin tone and body type.  Discover fashion, function and

femininity in a friendly atmosphere that features each season’s most appealing styles and

colors.  Featuring Lily Pulitzer, mother & daughter.

E

11 North Union Avenue

Cranford, NJ 07016

908-276-5900
Monday thru Saturday: 10 am - 5 pm

Thursday Evening till 8 pm

Clothing &
Accessories

  

Corporate Events • Business Meetings
Teambuilding Events • Wine Tasting Events

Private Group Cooking Class Events
Weddings • Engagement Parties
Rehearsal Dinners • Fundraisers

Call Classic Thyme, Managing Agent, at 908-232-5445
For additional information and pricing.

The James Ward MansionThe James Ward Mansion
of Westfieldof Westfield

Corporate Events • Business Meetings
Teambuilding Events • Wine Tasting Events

Private Group Cooking Class Events
Weddings • Engagement Parties
Rehearsal Dinners • Fundraisers

Call Classic Thyme, Managing Agent, at 908-232-5445
For additional information and pricing.


