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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Toison – The fleece of sheep
2. Iconoclasm – The act of breaking or

destroying images
3. Catallactics – In political economy,

the science of commercial exchanges
4. Acrotism – Absence or

imperceptability of the pulse beat

FORZANDO
1. A large deep bowl used for salads
2. With force or stress
3. A malicious person
4. A crossbow of the middle ages

CARAPACE
1. Turned up at the tip like a pug nose
2. Carefree, feeling relaxed
3. Bristly hairs on the porcupine
4. The upper shell of a turtle, crab, etc.

FULIGINOSITY
1. Unhealthfulness; unwholesomeness
2. The act of making blind
3. Sootiness; smokiness
4. Temporary loss of memory of one’s

surroundings
RAFFISH

1. Disgraceful; cheap
2. Confused; puzzled
3. Fatigued; exhausted
4. Fussy, petty

Development is Opportunity to
Continue Good Downtown WF

Flooding Problem
Continues On Coolidge

It is now going into seven months of
continued flowing water coming from
the property at 925 Coolidge Street where
construction is being done.

Water has been blocking up drive-
ways, the path leading to Harding Street
and clogging the only one drain sewer on
Coolidge from Wells to Sherman.

The children in this area have been
most effected by this water problem.
They use the path to get to Washington
School.

I have written letters to the mayor
asking him to look into this problem. We
need two drain sewers in this area. I
never received a reply.

In all my 33 years living in Westfield,
I have never seen nor heard of such lack
of consideration on the part of a con-
struction company.

Another thing that puzzles me is, the
Elizabeth Town Water Company has
been working on Coolidge Street. They
must have noticed the continued flow of
water coming from the construction site.

Eleanor Taylor
Westfield

I cannot remain silent as Westfield’s
best opportunity for good development
is being ridiculed and potentially jeopar-
dized albeit by well meaning residents.

Presently, the heart of downtown
Westfield is inundated with large sur-
face parking lots, acres of cracked as-
phalt that are necessary for economic
activity, but otherwise barren and bleak.
Some have called for an expansion of
surface parking lots as the solution for
more parking. Others say Westfield needs
no more parking. In either case, is this
the best vision that we have for our
wonderful town?

With the negative reaction to the cur-
rent redevelopment proposals, I wonder
if you could build Westfield today. It’s
not the zoning or the regulatory hurdles
that would stop development, it’s public
opinion that would stop good develop-
ment in its tracks.

Think about it. The Presbyterian
Church, its soaring steeple and large
assembly hall, if it were under construc-
tion today, many would say it’s too close
to Mountain Avenue, too large for
Westfield, and much too tall.

And development along East Broad
Street in downtown Westfield would not
win public favor on many counts. The
buildings have no side yards, no setback
from the sidewalk edge. Arcanum Hall,
another landmark Westfield building at
the corner of Elm Street, rises more than
45 feet. Residential development and
office space rise two to three stories
above the retail space to say nothing of
off-street parking and the school chil-
dren who live there.

Yet these are the enduring symbols of
Westfield and elements of good down-
town planning. These are the ingredients
that give Westfield the small town charm

of television’s Stuckeyville, Ohio and
the economic activity of a regional shop-
ping destination.

Please don’t discard the potential of
new development to preserve a “vista”
of asphalt or for fear of five or fifteen
additional school children. What will we
leave to future generations in this great
town – an expanse of asphalt or new
homes and shops that complement the
great downtown we already have?

The current redevelopment proposals
are Westfield’s best opportunity to con-
tinue the tradition of good downtown
development.

Richard Andreski
Westfield

The Westfield History Museum
Is A Reeve Idea of Top Priority

Don Mokrauer, President of the Westfield Historic
Society, made an impassioned speech to the Westfield
Town Council several weeks ago in asking for the
town to lease the Reeves house to the society. The
society hopes to create the Westfield Town History
Museum for the public on the Reeves house and
four-acre property that is located at 314 Mountain
Avenue, abutting Mindowaskin Park.

The town and the society will enter into an 18-
month lease, during which time the society will
attempt to raise the funds needed to convert the
house into office, storage and museum space. Ac-
cording to Mr. Mokrauer, renovations will cost at
least $500,000. The only assistance the society is
requesting from the town is for landscaping and
snow removal.

The town agreement is one that we whole-heartedly
support. But, Mr. Mokrauer’s plea was neither the
beginning nor the end of the story of the journey for
the museum.

The recent phase of the story began some twenty
years ago when Mr. Edgar Reeve approached the
town and announced his intention to will his four-
acre estate to Westfield. As the story goes, he would
turn over the property upon his death with the
stipulation that it not be sold or used for commercial
purposes. If so, the estate would instead revert to the
Reeve Foundation.

The only other things Mr. Reeve was said to ask in
return from the town were that he be able to live there
on the property, tax-free, and that the town maintains
the grounds during that period. The town agreed to
this seeming generous gift – after all, he was in his
80s – how long could he live?

The beginning of the story may have started over
100 years ago. It turns out that Edgar Reeve’s father
lived to be 92 and his mother lived to be 95.
Apparently, some stout genetics were at work and
Edgar Reeve lived to be nearly 101 years of age –
passing away on December 28, 2001. With this
longevity, Mr. Reeve was able to live property tax-
free for nearly 20 years – plus he had his grounds
maintained by the town.

Edgar Reeve remembered when Mountain Av-
enue in Westfield was a dirt road and deliveries to the
house were made by horse and wagon. Their prop-
erty entrance had a hitching post to tie the horses.
Gas lamps lighted the streets and the homestead. Mr.
Reeve’s father, William Edgar, used the ferry to
commute to New York City.

The Reeve family admired the trees of the area and
those on their property. There were red Oaks, blue
Atlas Cedars, Horse Chestnuts, Sugar Maples, and
evergreen English Yews. Coupled with this fond-
ness, they were instrumental in the development of
Mindowaskin Park.

With this Reeve background, one can understand
the current saga and the implications of the caveats
of the gift of the estate to the town; i.e., “not to be
sold or used for commercial purposes.” We suspect
Mr. Reeve went to his grave with a higher purpose
in mind for the property and perhaps with a little
chuckle – and that he cleverly crafted the agreement.

For what is the town to do with the gift, then?
Knock down the house and add the property to the
bounds of Mindowaskin Park? Or as the Westfield
Historical Society hopes, refurbish the house and
create the museum? In neither case does the Reeve

property enter the town property tax roles – or does
it become a site for development.

We fully support the alternative sought by the
Westfield Historical Society in creating a town mu-
seum. There are financial obstacles for sure.

As former Westfield Mayor Bud Boothe stated, “It
would be a disaster for the society and the town to
start down this road only to find that the society does
not have the support to keep it going into future years
and decades.” In spearheading the effort for the
museum, Mr. Boothe further commented, “This
town is constantly portrayed by real estate agents
and by merchants as a historic colonial town well
aware of its history and proud of its heritage. Many
communities around this country and the world have
community museums, including nearby Clark,
Cranford, Plainfield and Rahway. If they can do it, so
can Westfield.”

Don Mokrauer addressed the Westfield Town Coun-
cil and said, “With apologies to Voltaire, I maintain
that if a permanent home for the Westfield Historical
Society did not exist, it would be necessary to invent
one.”

He added, “We are a fairly sizable and active
organization consisting of nearly 700 members…
from the young to the very senior… from Westfield
residents to former residents to residents of nearby
towns.”

The society is the main repository of Westfield lore
and the archives house thousands of documents,
artifacts and memorabilia. It is a valuable resource
for school children, residents, businesses and schol-
ars.

With town support in 1972, the Society created the
Miller-Cory House on Mountain Avenue. It has been
an important local education resource for the past 32
years.

Westfield has a big “wish list” for development
items and expenditures. We know that all the items
desired cannot be achieved. But we suggest that the
Town History Museum should be placed at the top of
the priority list.

It would be a gift to the people and by the people,
but not the end of the story – as it would keep on
giving to those of the future from those of the present
and from those of the past.

And surely as he looks on from above, it would be
a delight to Mr. Edgar Reeve.

UNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELD

Submitted by Lorre Korecky
Board Trustee

The Needs of Today’s Society:
Jewish Family Service Agency

Of Central New Jersey

Garwood Resident Surprised to Still
Find Name on WF Permit Wait List

I was surprised to learn this week that
my name remains on the Westfield Park-
ing Waiting List despite the fact that I
moved out of Westfield nearly two years
ago. I must confess that when I moved,
I had forgotten I was on the waiting list
and therefore did not call Town Hall to
report my move. I can only wonder how
many others who remain on the waiting
list have moved out of town, or are
simply no longer interested in a parking
permit, but have not been removed from
the waiting list.

I very much enjoyed my time living in
Westfield and appreciated the small town
feel that attract television shows like
“Ed” to film in Westfield. For the sake of
the town’s future, I hope the mayor and
town council will reconsider the large,
expensive Redevelopment Plan with two
large parking garages, including com-
mercial and residential development,
they are now considering. I think the

town should be looking for ways to stop
overdevelopment. Instead, it seems to
me that the current town leaders are
becoming active participants in
Westfield’s overdevelopment problem.

When I lived in Westfield, the town
was talking about building some more
parking. I think that a modest-sized park-
ing deck, financed honestly with general
obligation bonds repaid over time, with-
out the commercial and residential de-
velopment, is a good idea for Westfield.

I, for one, hope the town reconsiders
its current course of action. At the very
least, I hope someone has the common
sense to thoroughly confirm those who
remain on the waiting list to see if they
still live in Westfield and if they would
actually purchase a parking permit at the
new rates.

David Rotter
Garwood

Frank Mascarich Remembered
For His Commitment to His Children
Frank Mascarich is a Wilson School

Dad that died suddenly last Wednesday.
His legacy is a family of three great kids,
a lovely wife and a whole community of
grateful Cub Scouts and their families.

I am the Committee chair of Cub
Scout Pack 171 at Wilson school. A
position I was not eager to accept. Frank
was a rare gem that made my job easy
and enjoyable. Frank loved scouting and
did everything he could to make camp-
ing and the Pinewood Derby fun events
for his family and the whole Cub Scout
pack. Wednesday night I was meeting
with some parent scout leaders to plan
the upcoming spring camping trip.
Frank’s second son JB had just moved
on to Boy Scouts and we were bemoan-
ing the fact that we weren’t going to
have Frank around anymore to help us.
Frank brought and thought of every-
thing. He always got to the campsite the
night before and set up camp including
a mess shelter for the whole pack. We
looked up to Frank for his camping
skills, knowledge of scouting and gener-
ous spirit. I think Frank had already

passed away at that point. He must of
heard our bellyaching and whispered in
our ear or maybe we just decided to “be
like Frank” because we got ourselves
organized and ready.

The Pinewood Derby is the biggest
event of the Cub Scout year. Frank was
Mr. Pinewood Derby. Frank had a mock
up of the Derby track that he would set
up in his living room each year to test out
the cars for Will and JB. I used to gawk
at a guy in a M5 BMW. Or marvel at the
exploits of Derek Jeter. I never imagined
that one day I would gawk at a 50 some-
thing year old Dad that got pumped for
Pinewood Derby. When you worked on
the Derby you got to know Frank or
maybe just know of him. And once you
knew about him, you couldn’t help ad-
miring him. We do it for our boys and
Frank showed us how to enjoy doing it.

Frank was a man of few words whose
deeds spoke volumes. The Cub Scouts of
Wilson School Pack 171 are forever
grateful for his leadership, support and
enthusiasm for scouting.

Mark Swingle
Westfield

FW Resident Says Write in
Rob O’Connor for SPF BOE

As a concerned citizen of Fanwood, I
was embarrassed by our town’s candi-
date for the Board of Education Seat.
During our recent Candidates Night spon-
sored by the SPF PTA Counsel, Mr.
Dolan was unprepared for the event. He
stated several times that he was running
unopposed and didn’t feel it necessary to
prepare for this event. I am sending out
a request that other Fanwood write in
candidates be considered for the upcom-
ing Board of Education elections on Tues-
day, April 20th. By encouraging write in
candidates perhaps someone will come
forward who can be fully prepared to
voice Fanwoodians perspective for the
Scotch Pains Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion.

One candidate to consider is Rob
O’Connor; Rob has been my neighbor

for many years. He is always involved in
school events sponsored by Brunner
school. For the past 2 years Rob has
chaired “Evening of Discovery”, a night
of science. He has taught After Class
Enrichment classes for 5 years. He has
also volunteered for numerous school
fairs, boutiques, art shows, etc. Rob is an
electrical engineer for Microchip Tech-
nology. He is married with three chil-
dren. His children attend Park Middle
School and Brunner Elementary School.

Rob O’Connor would be my write in
choice for the Scotch Plains Fanwood
Board of Education seat because he truly
has an interest in all of Fanwood’s
children’s education as well as in help-
ing minimize residents tax burden.

Denise Eckerson
Fanwood

Westfielder Claims
Garages Are Not Safe
I am one of the people in Westfield

opposed to the redevelopment project.
After all these years of fighting the “over
development” of Westfield by the “see
no evil, speak no evil, hear no evil”
developers, I wanted to find how
Westfield would fare if the blocks of
concrete were built.

I used the computer and a search en-
gine to find if parking garages were safe.
Nope. They are not safe. Actually they
are dangerous. As just one example,
below are garage safety tips from the
police department in Springfield, MO.

“If you must leave a key with a park-
ing attendant, leave only your vehicle’s
ignition key. Don’t leave anything at-
tached to it with your name and address.
Don’t park next to a van’s sliding door.
Change from heels to low flats or even
sneakers when leaving work in case you
need to run. At night, leave your office or
building with others if possible. If you’re
alone, have someone from building se-
curity escort you. Approach your ve-
hicle with your keys already in your
hand. Look around your vehicle for any
suspicious activity. If someone is loiter-
ing around your vehicle, walk past until
he leaves. Do a quick scan of your
vehicle’s interior including the back seat
before unlocking the door. Keep your
doors locked and your windows closed.
Be alert and suspicious of anyone ap-
proaching your vehicle to hand out leaf-
lets, ask for donations, etc. Always leave
the car window up. Keep valuables out
of sight. So that people won’t know
where you’re storing your valuables, put
them away before entering the garage.
Report any suspicious activity. Drive
slowly and follow the designated routes
into and out of the garage. Following
these tips and using common sense will
help keep you safe in a parking garage.”

I have a suggestion for the mayor and
town council. Have these safety tips
made into a plastic coated handout and
give one to each household in Westfield
when going door-to-door to “secure” our
votes on election day.

Richard Dobra
Westfield

This continues a series of articles fea-
turing the 22 community service agen-
cies that are part of the United Fund of
Westfield. The 22 agencies reflect the
needs of today’s society. Those who
seek help are provided with people-ori-
ented services that are partially funded
through contributions to the United Fund
of Westfield.

* * * * * * *
A blind, 80-year-old widower, with

no children and no nearby relatives, is
provided with a homemaker one day a
week to help with the cleaning, laundry
and shopping.

A 24-year-old single female who has
been suffering from depression received
counseling to encourage positive behav-
ior.

An 11-year-old boy, suffering from
disruptive behavior and poor school per-
formance, was provided counseling with
his parents to set rules and reinforce
consequences.

An 85-year-old widow, who recently
returned from rehabilitation following a
stroke, was provided with homemaker
services, and a visit from a registered
nurse and social worker who monitored
her medication intake and helped her
become more alert and oriented.

These are just a few of the recent
success stories told by the Jewish Fam-
ily Service Agency of Central New Jer-
sey, a non-profit, multi-purpose, non-
sectarian counseling agency. With of-
fices in Elizabeth, Fanwood and War-
ren, the agency provides individual,
marital, family and group counseling to
residents in Union and parts of Somerset
counties.

JFS serves an average of 4,300 indi-
viduals per year thanks to funding from

the United Fund of Westfield and other
United Ways, grants and foundations.

In addition to counseling, JFS pro-
vides homemaker, home health aide and
respite services for the elderly. Some of
the other services include nursing, medi-
cal and psychiatric care, as well as a
caregiver program, Meals on Wheels, a
food pantry, hospice services, Family
Life Education, substance abuse preven-
tion and treatment, and adoption.

JFS continues to be the lead agency in
New Jersey for the Holocaust Assis-
tance Program for 13 Jewish Family
Service agencies in the state, providing
frail Holocaust survivors with home-
maker and home health care.

The staff of 22 homemakers and 10
social workers provides much needed
assistance including counseling and case
management, enabling frail elderly shut-
ins to remain in their homes. JFS has a
professional staff of 80 full and part-
time employees, as well as 235 volun-
teers.

JFS’s counseling department has ex-
panded to include a Children’s Counsel-
ing Center. Since 1997, JFS has pro-
vided a School Based Initiative to five
schools, including parochial, private
schools and community centers.

The Jewish Family Service Agency of
Central New Jersey is one of 22 agencies
supported by the United Fund of
Westfield. For more information about
how to support these local service orga-
nizations, please call Linda Maggio,
Executive Director of the United Fund
of Westfield, at (908) 233-2113. For
information about the services and vol-
unteer opportunities provided by the Jew-
ish Family Service Agency, please call
(908) 352-8375.

Publisher’s Note To
Area Organizations

In 1999, the Westfield Foundation and the Town of
Westfield underwrote the development of the
Westfield Organizational Resource Directory
(WORD). The United Fund of Westfield produced
this great guide of over 300 entries. Although it
shows signs of age today, it provides useful informa-
tion regarding the wide variety of resources available
to all in the area.

Each year in our annual publication, This Is
Westfield, we provide a sampling of the area organi-
zations. We also need your help with keeping the
information current.

Please update your organization’s contact infor-
mation by no later than April 12. Please do so on the
Internet at www.goleader.com/04tiw/c.htm.


