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Former Marine Lt. Colonel
Ready to Take On Ferguson

By MICHAEL SHAPIRO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Steve Brozak is not your typical
candidate for Congress. He’s a
former marine lieutenant colonel
who questions how the situation in
post-Saddam Iraq is being handled.
He’s an investment banker who
promises not to be a “yes man” for
corporate America. He’s a Demo-
cra t but also an independent
thinker who pledges not to engage
in partisan bickering. The experi-
enced soldier is now
facing one of the
toughest battles of
his life: unseating
incumbent Republi-
can Congressman
Mike Ferguson in
the Seventh Con-
gressional District.

Lt. Colonel Brozak
is running for Con-
gress “to ensure that
someone in Congress
will have the experi-
ence to ask the tough
questions on crucial
pieces of legislation
and who will be independent enough
to represent the people of this area…”
His top issues include keeping and
creating good jobs, making health
care affordable, and supporting a
coherent national security policy that
“truly makes us safer and empha-
sizes the war on terror and homeland
security.” On these difficult and im-
portant issues Brozak says, “it is of
vital importance to make the right
decisions now.”

Mr. Brozak believes his past ex-
perience will serve him well in
Congress. He served over 20 years
in the Marines, “where he fought
to protect the basic American ide-
als of freedom and fairness.” As an
investment banker, he states that
he has helped create jobs and has
gained a strong understanding of
the economy. In the military and
the private sector, “the values of
service, accountability, and creat-
ing and defending opportunity
were something you worked at
every day,” Mr. Brozak says. As a

Congressman, he hopes to bring
these qualities to Washington, D.C.
and represent his constituents’ in-
terests.

Brozak believes the voters of the
Seventh Congressional District
have good reasons to elect him
over incumbent congressman
Ferguson. He states that Congress-
man Ferguson has supported tax
cuts for businesses that move jobs
offshore while Mr. Brozak supports
an economic recovery plan that will

increase jobs here at
home. Mr. Brozak
believes to make
prescription drugs
more affordable, in-
dividuals should be
able to purchase
medicine from
Canada or leverage
the power of the fed-
eral government to
lower drug costs. He
points out that Con-
gressman Ferguson
voted for a bill that
outlawed these cost
savings.

Recently, Congressman Ferguson
has hit some hard times. The mar-
ried father of three was involved in
an incident in a Georgetown bar
with a college co-ed who claimed
that Mr. Ferguson offered her his
Congressional lapel pin. Mr. Brozak
said that it is for the individual voter
to decide if such an incident is rel-
evant to the 2004 election. He said
that instead of talking about that
issue, he wants to focus on revitaliz-
ing the economy, improving national
security and creating comprehen-
sive health care.

Congressman Ferguson also re-
cently received the largest fine in
Election Law Enforcement history
for campaign finance violations.
In response, Mr. Brozak com-
mented, “I intend to be a Con-
gressman who will make you
proud, and who will be a leader in
something more worthy than get-
ting the highest penalty in recent
memory from the Federal Elec-
tion Commission.”

SP, FW Mayors Participate
In Local Panel Discussion

PEOPLE TO PEOPLE…Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks and Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr participated in a panel discussion with students in the
People to People program. Pictured above, from left to right, are: Lance Porter,
2nd, Mayor Marks, Michael Lubinski, Mayor Mahr, and Samantha Carow.

AREA – The mayors of both Scotch
Plains and Fanwood were invited to
participate in a panel discussion by
the group known as “People to
People.”

“People to People” is a national
organization that was founded by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower.
This organization recognizes young
people in all 50 states and Puerto
Rico as ambassadors for the nation
The students travel to a destination
abroad and represent the country as
student ambassadors. Before students
travel, they must meet as a group for
at least 12 hours over a period of time
to become more “ambassadorial.”
This year, the New Jersey contingent
will travel to Australia.

Three students from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School were nomi-
nated to participate this year and will
travel to Australia with their group.
They are Samantha Carow, Lance
Porter, 2nd and Michael Lubinski.
Both Samantha and Lance invited
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks.
Michael invited newly-elected

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr.
The panel discussion took place at

the United Methodist Church in
Cranford on March 27. The panel
consisted of six elected officials. Each
panel member was asked to attend by
various student ambassadors whose
assignment it was to ask elected of-
ficials to participate.

Included on the panel were Mr.
Marks and Ms. Mahr, as well as three
councilpersons and a former mayor.
Student questions asked to and an-
swered individually by the entire
panel included: Why do you want to
be a leader? What do you enjoy most
about your job? What positions have
you held in your career (other than
elected official)? Who inspired you
to get involved in public office?

The panel discussion was one of
several assignments the students must
complete on their quest to learn more
about both the United States and the
country they will be traveling to, which
in this case is Australia. The New
Jersey chapter of People to People
will depart for Australia this July.
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Sesame Street Live! Come see

Elmo, the Count, Cookie Monster,
Big Bird, Bert & Ernie and their
friends on stage Monday, April 12.
Bus departs at 9:30 a.m. Cost: $20.

Soccer Squirts: This course will
introduce children ages 3-5 years to
group experiences and basic motor
skills through soccer related activi-
ties. Dates: Tuesdays starting April
13 and ending May 25. Hours: 10 to
11 a.m. or 1 to 2 p.m. Cost: $89.

Golf Class: (ages 8 to 13) The class
is held on the following Tuesdays
from 3:30-5:30 p.m.: April 13 and 27,
and May 4. Classes will focus on
education on the golf swing, care of
the course, and playing safely. In-
structor Bill McCluney, PGA Head
Professional, will hold classes at Oak
Ridge Golf Course in Clark. Fee: $80.

Karate: Held on Thursdays (ages
6-9) from April 15 to June 3 from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.  Also offered on
Saturdays (ages 4-7) from April 17
to June 5 from 10:30-11:30 a.m.  Fee:
$35/class.

14th Annual Road Race: will be
held on Saturday, April 24, at
Tamaques Park in Westfield.  The One-
Mile Fun Run will begin at 9 a.m.
followed by the Five Mile run at 9:30
a.m. Both courses will begin and end
in Tamaques Park.  Put on your run-
ning shoes and come join us!

Daddy-Daughter Dance: Our
Annual Dance will be held on Friday,
April 30, at The Westwood from 6:30
to 9:30 p.m. for grades Kindergarten
through sixth Grade.  The evening
will consist of 5x7 father/daughter
photograph; hot buffet dinner & des-
sert, disc jockey to play the hottest

tunes, and an entire evening of danc-
ing and fun! Cost: $36/per person.

Summer Camps: The Recreation
Department offers a variety of enjoy-
able summer camp programs. Camps
include but are not limited to: Bowl-
ing, Tennis, Baseball, Soccer, Bas-
ketball, Roller Hockey, Wrestling,
Multi-Sports, and the Summer Play-
ground Program. Look for our bro-
chure in the mail!

Teen Center: The Teen Center will
be open on select Friday evenings
during the school year from 7 to 11
p.m. for all high school students.  The
teen center is a safe and enjoyable
alternative and all high school stu-
dents are invited to come check it out!
Located in the municipal building.

The “Night Place”: This popular
program is offered to all resident inter-
mediate school youths. Held at Edison
Intermediate School from 7:30 to 9:30
p.m. Activities include a disc jockey,
food, games, movies and dancing.
The cost is $2 in advance and $3 at the
door.  The date left for the coming
school year is May 7.

Memorial Pool News:  Registra-
tions are now being accepted from
last year’s pool members.

On Thursday, April 15, at 7 a.m., in
person registration begins for
Westfield residents who were not
members last year.

Please register for the above pro-
grams in person at: The Westfield
Recreation Department, 425 East
Broad Street. Westfield.  For more
information, please call (908) 789-
4080, visit westfieldnj.net/townhall/
recreation or at westfieldtoday.com/
ParksRecreation.

Steve Brozak

Fanwood Receives $38,000
Library Grant From State

Mayor Marks Chosen For
County Chamber Award

MOUNTAINSIDE – On March 22,
the annual Union County Chamber
of Commerce Mayor’s Dinner was
held at L’Affaire in Mountainside.
During the dinner, each of Union
County’s 21 Mayors or their repre-
sentative is given the opportunity to
address the attendees for five min-
utes about some aspect of their com-
munity.

This is the third year that the Cham-
ber has designated a “Best Speaker”
of the evening at the end of the night.
For the second time in three years,
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
was chosen for the award.

Mayor Marks spoke about the on-
going successes for the Scotch Plains
central business district and how the

Towne Centre is the center of gov-
ernment, education, culture and com-
munity He noted the location of the
Municipal Building, Park Middle
School, the public library, summer
concert series, community events at
Augustine Park and the presence of
three different churches.

He related how the town is explor-
ing the possibility of creating a Spe-
cial Improvement District, or SID,
so that the Towne Centre can become
a commercial center, not only for
Scotch Plains, but also for the entire
region.

Mayor Marks was also nominated,
along with three other Union County
mayors for, “Mayor of the Year” by
the County Chamber.

TRENTON – Fanwood and Eliza-
beth were awarded New Jersey De-
partment of Community Affairs Liv-
able Communities Grants for library
aid and municipal Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) assistance.
The funding will be used to rehabili-
tate and restore libraries and to bring
historic buildings into compliance
with ADA requirements.

Fanwood Borough received a
$37,591 Livable Communities Grant
for library aid. The Borough will use
the funding to upgrade computer
equipment and purchase furniture,
display units and shelving.

Elizabeth received a $40,000 Liv-
able Communities Grant for Munici-

pal ADA assistance. The city will use
the funding to make improvements to
its city hall, including the renovation
of four restrooms in the building, to
comply with the ADA guidelines.

“Here in New Jersey, Governor
McGreevey and I are dedicated to
making sure that facilities in every
town are accessible and structurally
up-to-date,” Commissioner Susan
Levin said. “Livable Communities
Grants do just that by providing our
local governments with the funding
they need to ensure that municipally-
owned buildings are accessible to all
New Jersey residents, and that our
local libraries are preserved and main-
tained for future generations to enjoy.”

  

   
   

 

  

Welcome
J&M Market
Customers!

We handle the same U.S. Prime
Beef & Fresh Poultry

389 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains • (908) 322-7126

www.johnsmarket.com

Our 65th Year

We offer the same custom cuts
& personalized service

We wish the best of luck to
Ray and his staff


