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MUSACCHIA, GUERRIERO NAMED CO-CAPTAINS

Speed, Maturity Could Place
Devil Softballers in the Hunt

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After an 8-12 season last year,
Westfield High School Head Softball
Coach Tara Pignoli may have more
confidence now that her six returning
starters have a year of experience un-
der their belts. These young starters,
featuring junior lefthander Lauren
Gelmetti on the mound, have matured
in every aspect of the game.

“Last season we lost five close
games by a margin of one run, so
looking at this season, I really at-
tribute those loses to all of our inexpe-
rience and I think that’s the best thing
we have going for us right now,” ex-
plained Coach Pignoli. “Almost every
girl that’s starting in the lineup played
last year, so I think that’s very prom-
ising. We just need to get some key
hits, so it’s going to be up to the bats as
to how the season goes.”

Gelmetti, who recorded a 1.90 ERA
last year and sported a .368 batting
average (BA), will bat in the No. 4
spot.

“She’s worked very hard in the off-
season and has developed quite a bit,
so I expect her to be more successful
on the mound,” said Pignoli. “She has
a lot of power but she just needs to
work on her discipline at the plate.”

Senior Co-Captain Lauren
Musacchia will return as the starting
catcher and bat in the no. 3 spot.

“She’s a great two-strike hitter,” said
Pignoli. “She had numerous clutch
hits in the late innings last season, so
she’s the one you want up at the plate
with runners in scoring position.”

Co-captain Jessica Guerriero, a
smart batter who batted .429 last year
and can get the bunt down with con-
sistency, will bat second and play

leftfield.
“Musacchia and Guerriero really

do have big shoes to fill this year,” said
Pignoli. “Both of them already have
faced some challenges this year and
have shown their ability to lead the
team and communicate and maintain
a certain unity between the players.”

Talented senior Jen Frost returns to
first base and will bat sixth.

“She’s a very vocal player who re-
ally tries to help those younger play-
ers who are learning new positions,”
said Pignoli. “They have a lot of con-
fidence in her because she picks up
those bad throws and does a really
great job hanging on to them and
getting the out. She’s another tough
out at the plate.”

Strong arm and speedster MaryKate
Flannery, who played centerfield last
year and batted .357, will bat clean up.

“She has good speed, is consistent
and has a good on-base percentage,”
said Pignoli.

Sophomore Kristina Fietkiewicz
will play shortstop and step to the
plate in the leadoff position.

“She puts the ball in play consis-

tently, has a good eye at the plate, has
great speed and is a tough out,” said
Pignoli.

Junior Katie Smith, a consistent hit-
ter, will bat fifth and play second.
Sophomore Marilyn Mench will play
third. Senior Danielle Palantchar and
sophomore Abby Chazanow are vy-
ing for the right field position. Seniors
Danielle Coleman, who played sec-
ond and had a team-leading 19 runs
scored, Brianna Gioranello and jun-
ior Brittany Vella will provide depth.

“Offensively, we have worked very
hard on hitting and I think that tradi-
tionally in Westfield, that has been
one of our weaknesses. This year I
feel pretty confident we’ll get a lot
more runners on base. We’ll put the
ball in play more consistently and,
hopefully, get those key hits when we
need them. I think our speed is a little
better, so we’re looking to take advan-
tage of every possible inch that we can
get.”

MANZI, CIANCIOTTA, WILLIS NAMED TRI-CAPTAINS

Lady Raiders Expect Strong
Pitching for Softball Success

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A veteran contingent of players
will take to the field for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls’
softball team this season. These vet-
erans bring with them defensive ma-
turity, fine pitching, speed and plenty
of clout with the “thunder sticks,” that
may put them in the hunt for county
and postseason recognition.

Raider Head Coach Kelli Covert,
who replaced retired Frank Butz,
played at the college level and brings
two years of experience as the assis-
tant coach at Fairleigh Dickinson
University. Covert, who also coaches
the Raider JV volleyball team, brings
with her a simple philosophy. “Have
a good time, but play the game and
play it well.”

Covert added, “I look forward to
teaching the girls new things about
softball, things that they did not know
before. We’re starting to get comfort-
able, a little more relaxed and I’m
seeing the athleticism coming out.”

The Raiders will showcase a trio
of hurlers in senior captain Laura
Manzi, sophomore Elaine Piniat and
junior Jess Moore. Manzi, last year’s
primary starter, has been known for
her control and yielded just 16 walks
and 99 hits while striking out 57
batters. Piniat showed outstanding
talent during summer ball and Moore,
who appeared in 40 innings last year,
may see time on the mound and will
play right field.

“We’re looking at Manzi and Piniat
to be the strength of our games,” said
Covert.

Senior captain, catcher Shanayia
Willis, permitted only 26 stolen bases
and finished with a .323 batting aver-
age (B.A.). She is expected to pro-
vide plenty of thunder.

“She brings a lot of experience back
there and she basically has a way about
her that relaxes the field and brings the
team together,” said Covert. “We’re
looking at freshman Lauren Mains to
occupy third base. Additionally, she’ll
be going in and out with Willis at the

catcher position.”
Junior captain Taylor Cianciotta,

who excelled at third base last year
and carried a .360 B.A., will shift to
second base. Sophomore Melissa
Sette is back at shortstop and not
only brings a strong glove but carries
a .385 B.A. She led the team with 16
walks.

“She’s quick with the bat and has
excellent speed on the base paths,”
commented Covert.

Senior Danielle Bartley will play
third also. Breaking into the lineup
and filling the vacancy at first will be
freshman Jill Lusk.

“She worked very hard and played
a lot during the summer as did many
of the girls. She has shown to play the
position well,” added Covert.

Sophomore speedster Kellie
Kaskiw will play centerfield while
sophomore Lauren Benovengo is

expected to play right and share time
with Lusk at first. Caitlin Driscoll
will fill in at the different outfield
positions.

“I will be looking to Willis,
Cianciotta and Manzi to keep the
team focused and in the game at all
times,” said Covert. “They all have
different characteristics. Willis will
lead in the field while Cianciotta and
Manzi are very vocal and can back it
up with their play. I anticipate they
will make sure the girls are doing
what they need to do. In total, I look
for hard work as a main priority
along with respect for their team-
mates. Any position is up on any day.
If you can outplay someone at prac-
tice, that’s your position, so don’t get
comfortable. I want them to work
hard every single time, every prac-
tice, and every game. Bottom line?
Get the job done!”

CRANFORD $449,900 FANWOOD                                   $499,900 GARWOOD $359,900

CRANFORD $649,500

SCOTCH PLAINS $459,000

MOUNTAINSIDE                             $959,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $639,900

WESTFIELD                                  $519,900 WESTFIELD $349,000

Welcome to this open and airy 8-room home featuring 4 Bedrooms,
2 full baths, updated Kitchen, CAC, master bedroom suite with
fireplace, Formal Dining Room, 2-car garage, brick patio, private
yard, vinyl siding and much more.  Just moments from shopping,
schools & New York transportation.

Wonderful Colonial offers 4 nicely-sized Bedrooms, 2.5 baths,
hardwood floors and moldings, Living Room, Dining Room, newer
Eat-In Kitchen, Family Room, private master suite, newer bath
and a splendid fenced backyard with trellis-lined gate and perennial
garden.  Close to many amenities.

Idyllic location is the perfect setting for this charming, mint-
condition home.  Peaceful seclusion nestled among wooded
surroundings.  Country-like living.  Garwood’s best-kept little
secret.  Dead-end locale.

Light and bright!  A must see!  Lovingly maintained 5 Bedroom,
3.5 bath home with sauna and Jacuzzi in new bath.  Large rooms
throughout.  Living Room is 21’ x 15’.  Also includes a Formal
Dining Room, Florida Room overlooking a beautiful yard plus a
21’ x 13’ Family Room, Central Air Conditioning and many more
amenities.  Great location and situated on a quiet street.

Elegant center hall brick Colonial offers 5 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths,
2-zone heat and Central Air Conditioning, 2 fireplaces, backs to
Watchung Reservation.  Many amenities.  A rare find.

Lovely custom center hall Colonial situated on half an acre features
5 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths and provides today’s family with space,
convenience and quality and is located in very desirable Scotch
Plains neighborhood.  Also located on a cul-de-sac.

Expanded Cape Cod with Colonial charm.  This home features
hardwood floors, crown moldings, arched doorways and built-in
bookcase.  The Family Room has newer Andersen windows and
skylight, an extra room on first level that can be a bath and / or
laundry room and a bath that has both Jacuzzi type tub and stall
shower.

Classic style derived from hardwood floors, moldings, archways
and built-ins fills this 3 Bedroom, 1.5 bath Colonial with charm.
Fabulous updated granite and limestone Eat-In Kitchen opens to
deck & yard.  Also featured is a Living Room with fireplace framed
by bookcases, a Formal Dining Room with built-ins and is close
to all schools and parks.

Trinity Gardens Condo!  Elegant 1st floor includes 2 Bedrooms, 2
baths, newer hardwood floors, Living Room with fireplace, two
sets of French doors to a private yard, underground parking and is
close to town and commuter transportation.
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MOUNTAINSIDE—Quality and charm surround
you in this updated Cape Cod. Wonderful floor plan
for everyday living and entertaining. Fabulous
kitchen with center island and granite countertops,
updated baths, finished basement with full bath.
Set on nearly a quarter acre with inground pool,
large deck and hot tub.

Offered for $549,000

For additional information or a private tour, please call:
Cathy Splinter
Sales Associate

Direct Dial: (908) 233-5508
cathy-splinter@burgdorff.com

600 NORTH AVENUE WEST  WESTFIELD, NJ  908-233-0065
Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

The Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood entered into a contract with
Penaloza & Calderone Asphalt Co., Inc. to
perform improvements to Sheelen’s Cross-
ing in the amount of $70,543.25. Additional
police traffic costs necessitated a change
order to the contract in the amount of
$4,655.77 that exceeds 120% of the original
contract. The Mayor and Council have ap-
proved the change order.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 4/8/04, The Times Fee: $13.26

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDER CAPTAINS AND COACH…The softball Raiders, with several veter-
ans, anticipate a good season. Pictured, left to right, are: senior Tri-Captains
Laura Manzi and Shanayia Willis, Head Coach Kelly Covert and junior Tri-
Captain Taylor Cianciotta.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL CAPTAINS AND COACH…Blue Devil softball senior Co-
Captains, Lauren Musacchia, left, and Jessica Guerriero, right, flank Head
Coach Tara Pignoli.


