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David B. Corbin (2003 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS CHAMPS…The Westfield High School golf team won the Tournament of Champi-
ons golf title at Burlington Country Club in Mount Holly on May 19. Relaxing on the first fairway at Echo Lake Country
Club in Westfield and pictured, left to right, are: front row; Ryan Shallcross and Jimmy Arbes; middle row, Ton DelDuca,
Chris Tropiano, Garrett Cockren and Mike Ivan; back row, Mike Babetski, Adam Karnish, Head Coach John Turnbull,
Matt Hodges and Max Heitner.

SMITH, MCGUIRE, ‘KOP’, WALKER, LISS TOP SLATE

Raider Track Boys to Succeed
With Versatility and Veterans

MORAN, GERCKENS SELECTED AS TEAM CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Tennis Boys Seek
To Resume Last Year’s Roll

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Veterans and versatility will make
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School track and field boys a viable
team this year. For years, the Raider
boys have been either Union County
(UC), Watchung Conference (WC)
National Division and/or North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 3 champions or
have been in the hunt for those titles.
This year could be the same.

Probably the biggest shoes to fill

will be those of shot put and discus
champion Chris Feighner, who has
graduated; however, the remaining
strength will come with veteran se-
niors Zack McGuire, Brian Kopnicki,
Mike Walker, Tim Karis and Josh
Liss and junior Sean Smith.

McGuire, who will compete in, at
least, the 1,600 meters and 800 meters,
was second in WC and UC in the
1,600 last year and placed fifth in the
event at the sectional tournament as
well as placing sixth in the 800 meters.

“Zack is our captain. He’s our
leader. He was a little hurt in the
winter, so we took it easy on him, but
he’s coming right back and he will
score a lot of points,” said Raider
Head Coach Rich McGriff.

Distance man and UC cross coun-
try champ, Kopnicki (1,600 and
3,200) crossed second in the 3,200
meters in the UC and fifth in the
sectionals. Extra depth from sopho-
more Josh Zinman will earn the Raid-
ers plenty of points in the event.

“He’s big. Brian is the type of guy
you can depend on in a big meet. We
know we are going to get a first or
second from Brian,” claimed McGriff.

Walker, who sat out last year due
to injury, plans to be quite an asset in
any combination of the 200, 400,
high jump and long jump.

“Mike, last year, broke his back at
the end of basketball season. As a
sophomore, he was one of our top
high jumpers, one of our top 400
runners, one of our top long jumpers
and top sprinters,” McGriff pointed
out. “We are ultimately looking for
good things in his senior year.”

Liss was one of the Raiders’ top
triple jumpers last year. With his
good speed and athletic ability, he
will also compete in the 110-hurdles
and 400-hurdles. Last year, Karis
finished third in UC in the javelin
and second in the WC in the discus.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
tennis team peaked at the right time
last year when it toppled the 10th-
ranked Livingston Lancers to cap-
ture the NJSIAA North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 crown and continued
to advance to the Group 4 finals
where powerhouse Marlboro claimed
the title. With five of the seven play-
ers who also finished second in the

Union County Tournament to a tal-
ented Summit team returning, the
Blue Devils seek to continue the
success of last year’s strong finish.

“We had a great season. We lost in
the Group 4 final to Marlboro, a great
team. Summit was a better team than
us. They beat us in counties and they
beat us in the regular season. We lost
to two great teams at the end of both
of those tournaments,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach George Kapner.

“And, we have five of the seven
players from that team coming back.
Three of the four doubles players
will still be playing doubles and two
of the three singles players.”

Senior Co-Captain Rich Moran,
who placed fourth in the Union
County Tournament (UCT) last year
at first singles, will remain in that
position and senior Alex Jaslow, who
placed second in the UCT at third

BLUE DEVILS LOOK TO DEVELOP NO. 4 & 5 GOLFERS

Blue Devil Golfers Will Be
‘Team to Beat’ This Year

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After winning the Tournament of
Champions (TOC) last year, it is no
surprise that the Westfield High
School golf team would be labeled
as the team to beat this year. Four of
the top-five Blue Devils have re-
turned to defend their lofty status.
Only team captain Adam Karnish
has graduated but it will be a chal-
lenge to fill his shoes.

“The only player missing is Adam
who we are really going to miss,”
stated Blue Devil Head Coach John
Turnbull. “He was a four-year letter
winner and one of the top players in
our program.”

Last year, the Blue Devils put it all
together to recapture the Watchung
Conference (WC) title, win their sec-
ond-straight Union County (UC) title,
grab the Section 1 & 2 title and
capture the TOC title at Burlington
Country Club in Mount Holly to be

crowned as the state’s No. 1 team.
They finished with a 21-1 record,
losing only to then No. 1-ranked
Moorestown in mid May.

The four returning top-five Blue
Devils are juniors Ryan Shallcross,
Garrett Cochren and Tom DelDuca
and sophomore Jim Arbes.
Shallcross, who turned in the team’s
best nine-hole average of 38.5 and

received All-State recognition, is the
defending WC champion and two-
time defending UC champion.

Arbes, who also received All-State
recognition, placed second in the WC
and UC tournaments and had the Blue
Devils’ second-best average of 39.25.
Cochren, who had a 41 nine-hole
average last year, placed fourth in the

BUNDY, SHASHATY, 4X400 TO PROVIDE STRENGTH

Lady Raiders Tackle Track
Season With Young Squad
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Putting it lightly, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls’ track
and field team is quite young. With
virtually no seniors, a small squad of
juniors, sophomores and freshmen
must tackle the difficult challenge of
filling all the positions with quality
athletes. Fortunately, several of these
young ladies have proven athletic

credentials.
“We have a few relay teams where

we will be able to do well,” said
Raider Head Coach Jeff Koegel. “We
have some people who will do well
on an individual basis. That’s what
we are looking at right now. We are
really young.”

Junior Mary Shashaty will reap a
large harvest of points in her special-
ties, the 3,200 meters and 1,600

meters. Last year, Shashaty was sec-
ond in the WCT and UCT in the
3,200 meters and also crossed fourth
in sectionals in the 3,200 and fifth in
the 1,600. In winter track, she broke
the SP-F record in the 3,200.

“She ran this winter for the first
time. That should make a big differ-
ence. She really came along last spring
and she never came into her best
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David B. Corbin (2003 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOT ALWAYS GETTING IT RIGHT…Sean Smith has been Mr. Versatility
for the Raiders. He will compete in the high jump, 110 and 400 hurdles, triple
jump and javelin.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR A PRIVATE TOUR, PLEASE CONTACT:

Susan Dinan and Elizabeth Bataille
600 North Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 233-0065
Call direct at: (908) 518-5286 or (908) 518-5294

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated.

SCOTCH PLAINS—Surround yourself with quality and charm in this out-
standing custom home. Fabulous addition & renovation in 2002. Top of the
line gourmet kitchen and great room. Ideal floor plan for casual living and
elegant entertaining. Situated on over a half acre property with mature plant-
ings and perennial garden. Offered for: $899,000.

Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com-PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com
®REALTOR®REALTOR

Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-

Westfield
Wonderful Location! 

Walk to "downtown" 

shopping, Mindowaskin Park 

and New York City 

transportation! Enjoy the 

charm and convenience of 

this totally updated Colonial 

featuring ten rooms, five 

bedrooms and four and one-

half baths. The gourmet 

kitchen offers custom 

cabinets and granite 

countertops, the living room 

and dining room both have 

box-beam ceilings. There is a 

first floor laundry room as 

well as a terrific family room. 

Multi-zone gas heat/Central 

air conditioning. Lovely 150' 

deep property.  

A must see at $829,000.

The

 “Spring Market”
 is here!

 Thinking of  buying or selling...
call Prudential today
  for a complimentary

 market analysis
 of your home!
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