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County Freeholder Bd. Discusses
Tire Recycling Transfer Facility

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At its regular meeting held on March
26, the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders discussed a new ordi-
nance involving plans for a tire recy-
cling transfer facility in Hillside that
would fall under the Union County
Solid Waste Management Plan.

Before voting on the ordinance,
the board held a public hearing, with
Joseph Spatola, Director of the Union
County Utilities Authority (UCUA),
leading the formal presentation to
the board.

Mr. Spatola explained that for sev-
eral years, Casings of New Jersey,
based in Hillside, has served as the
transfer point for tires from gas sta-
tions and automotive centers to be
taken to out-of-state facilities for
processing.

Casings was seeking formal ap-
proval by the board to serve as an
official transfer facility under the
Solid Waste Management Plan, with
final approval coming from the New
Jersey Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (DEP).

Mr. Spatola added that the Hillside
government has approved of Casings

continuing to operate as a transfer
facility, and that there is no residue or
other environmental concerns. Ac-
cording to Mr. Spatola, when all of
the specifics are in place, the facility
expects to handle a maximum capac-
ity of 185 tons of tires daily.

In response to several questions
from the freeholder board and the
public, County Counsel Robert Barry
stated that the purpose of a facility

such as Casings is to ensure that tires
are disposed of properly. Casings
will not actually destroy the tires,
said Mr. Barry, but rather serve as a
transfer point for the tires to be
shipped to out-of-state locations. He
noted that the number of tires dumped
on roadsides is increasing, and that
landfills have often refused to take
the tires and dispose of them.
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By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The debate over how to handle
Union County’s epidemic of geese
wages on, with animal rights groups
crying fowl over the latest methods
being proposed to rid the parks of the
fecal birds.

According to the animal control
company hired by Union County
Freeholders, Goose Control Tech-
nology of Metuchen, a multi-faceted

Canadian Geese Control Battle
Wages On in Union County

program using various methods will
be employed to lessen the geese popu-
lation this coming spring and sum-
mer.

The program may include non-
lethal as well as lethal methods, said
company spokesperson Paul
Galligher. The company will use egg
oiling, plantings, chemicals and noise
deterrents as well as rounding up and
slaughtering the geese, if necessary.

Mr. Galligher said that each situa-

tion is different and every park will
be evaluated on an individual basis
to determine which methods will be
best for that area. If necessary, one
option, said Mr. Galligher, will be

                  Amy Horowitz for The Westfield Leader
February 28, 2002: WIRED WITH TECHNOLOGY…The National Guard Armory on Rahway Avenue in Westfield has
been wired with upgraded, state-of-the-art equipment. Pictured, above, are: Lieutenant Colonel De Cara, Captain
Christenson and Lieutenant Mercurio.

BOE Gives Final Approval
For $71.7 Million Budget

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
voted unanimously to give final ap-
proval to the 2004-2005 school dis-
trict budget at its meeting on Mon-
day night. Westfield citizens will
have the opportunity to accept or
reject the budget when they vote at
the annual school board election on
Tuesday, April 20.

The 2004-2005 budget, which the
board and the school district’s ad-
ministration have been assembling
and discussing since early January,
totals $71,710,802. Of that number,
the public will only be voting on the
tax levy of $65,163,152. The board’s
approved budget represents a 5.99
percent increase over the total bud-
get for the 2003-2004 school year.

Board President Arlene Gardner
praised the board’s work and fiscal
responsibility, saying “that our per-
pupil and administrative costs are
below the state average attests to our
efficient use of taxpayer money.”
The per-pupil cost in the Westfield
public schools is approximately
$11,000. State funding covers only
$758 of the per-pupil cost.

Westfield resident Peter Murray
briefly addressed the board, criticiz-
ing its budgetary spending habits
and saying that the board is not “be-
ing sharp enough” in keeping neces-
sary budget increases to a minimum.
He cited the difficulties being en-
countered by Westfield residents
dependent on Social Security to meet
the financial demands of the tax levy.

Ms. Gardner responded, “We have
to make sure we offer a quality edu-

cation to every student in the dis-
trict.” She cited growing enrollment
as the main factor responsible for the

continuous budget increases.
The last time the public voted to

WF National Guard
Armory Troops Will

Be Deployed Overseas
By LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The 250th Signal Battalion,
based at the Westfield National
Guard Armory has been activated
for federal service and will soon be
deployed out of Fort Dix, The
Westfield Leader confirmed on
Tuesday. The newspaper was un-
able to confirm as of press time
whether the battalion would be
going to Iraq in conjunction with
Operation Iraqi Freedom or Af-
ghanistan for Operation Enduring
Freedom.

Congressman Michael Ferguson
(R-NJ) will be visiting with the
troops at the Westfield Armory on
Saturday and intends to see them
off at Fort Dix.

“I want to thank the 250th Signal
Battalion of the New Jersey Na-
tional Guard for the tremendous
sacrifice that they are making in
service to our country. My prayers
are with our service men and

women as well as their families
during this period of service,” Con-
gressman Ferguson told The
Westfield Leader.

A phone call to Lieutenant Colo-
nel Roberta Niedt in the Public
Affairs office was not returned as
of press time.

According to its web site, the
battalion has not been deployed
overseas since World War II. The
battalion’s first active duty in sev-
eral years was in 2002, when it
participated in post 9/11 bridge
and tunnel protection.

In 2002, a $500,000 communi-
cation center was constructed at
the Westfield Armory, located at
500 Rahway Avenue. This center
enables the National Guard to part-
ner with the private sector in inte-
grating and maintaining state-of-
the-art distance learning and con-
ference centers throughout the state
of New Jersey.

Borough BOE Will Send $11.5 Mil.
Budget to County for Approval

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The 2004-2005 school budget was
the primary focus of the televised
Mountainside Board of Education
meeting last Friday night. Business
Administrator Paul Visuzzo pre-
sented the $11.5 million budget, stat-
ing that the tax levy will be respon-
sible for almost 90 percent of the
burden.

The proposed budget shows what
Mr. Visuzzo calls a modest 3.8 per-
cent increase.

In addition to the budget, local
taxes will be responsible for
$387,219 in debt services from loans
taken out for the construction on
Beechwood and Deerfield Schools.
Debt services are responsible for
driving the  school tax increase of
5.2 percent, or roughly a $174 in-
crease, per household.

Salaries and benefits claim 56.5
percent, or $6.5 million of the bud-
get, while out of district tuition
claims almost one-third of the en-
tire budget costing the district $3.6

million. Fixed costs make up 92
percent of the total expenses, which
does not leave the board much room
for modification.

The Spending Growth Limita-
tion Adjustment (SGLA), a state
Department of Education budget
adjustment allowance based on stu-
dent population growth, will allow
the board to increase the budget
cap by $229,810.

The SGLA will also increase the
local tax levy. Some tax relief will
come from the $5 million dissolu-
tion fund awarded to the district for
de-regionalization. The refund will
be paid in $440,000 installments,
with the first payment being applied
directly to the tax levy.

Enrollment will likely see a 43
student increase next year, bringing
the total student population to 979.
The projected enrollment for kinder-
garten shows an increase of 10 stu-
dents, bringing the total to 93 pupils,
which could require an additional
section. Increased kindergarten en-
rollment would affect the budget

because of the need for an additional
teacher.

School board elections will be held
on Tuesday, April 20, from 2 to 9
p.m. Residents can vote at the fol-
lowing locations: Our Lady of
Lourdes Church, Mountainside Bor-
ough Hall and the Mountainside Pres-
byterian Church.

Four candidates are vying for three
open seats on the board. Gene Nagel,
Carmine Venes and Michael Melango
will challenge incumbent Ray Haggar
for a chance to sit on the board.

          Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GOP POW WOW...Republican Union County Freeholder candidates get pumped up for the November election on
Sunday. Pictured, from left to right, are: Joe Renna, Patricia Quattrocchi, Frank Arena, Bruce Patterson and Union
County Republican Chairman Ron Frigerio.

 Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
SUNNY DAYS...Area residents were out enjoying the spring weather at the
Tamaques Park playground over the weekend.

EMOTIONS ESCALATE AS RESIDENTS CLAIM APPEARANCE OF UNDERHANDEDNESS

Westfield Residents Take Issue
With Council on Parking Decks

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On Tuesday night, the chambers
of the Westfield Town Council was
packed with residents out to voice
their opposition to and concerns with
the parking garage-redevelopment
projects on South Avenue and Pros-
pect and Elm Streets.

The evening started with a presen-
tation from Richard Reading on the
school impact study he submitted to
the town. The study concluded that
six public school children would come
out of the 98 rental units, which were
proposed at the time of the study.

Mr. Reading revealed that the nine
affordable housing units now in-
cluded could yield one child for ev-
ery three units, or a total of three
school children. He said a total 12
school children was the high-end
prediction for the development.

He said that the “units are not
particularly child friendly,” also
pointing out that with the average
rent being $2,190 a month, it is

equivalent to a $400,000 mortgage.
Third Ward Councilman Mark

Ciarrocca questioned whether the
quality of the school system was taken
into account for the study. He said that
the towns used in the comparison
were “not comparable,” and ques-
tioned, “Is that a really fair analysis?”

Mr. Reading said that people would
choose the units because of their
convenience for commuting, not for
the school district.

Fourth Ward Councilman James
Foerst questioned what would hap-

pen to the schools if 98 current
Westfield residents left their homes
for the new development.

Mr. Reading said that the town is
already seeing regeneration in the
school system, but said that 98 units
is not a “real increase” in the housing
market.

First Ward Councilman Sal
Caruana used Battery Park City in
New York as an example of a devel-
opment that was projected to pro-
duce a small number of children, but
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Early Spring Hours
7 days 9am-5pm
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524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

C’mon get Happy, it’s time to get out in the 
garden and have some planting fun. Soil 
temperatures have warmed up, and now is a 
great time to start putting shrubs in the 
ground.

We’ve been busy at Williams with several 
truckloads of the biggest and freshest  plants 
arriving each and every day.

Just in some great 5’ tall forsythia, nice and 
full. This week you can get a FREE forsythia 
with the purchase of any three. These are ideal 
for screening, or as a stand alone specimen.

We also have some very nice rose bushes  
including David Austin varieties that are 
breaking dormancy and are 50% off. 

 And don’t forget we have one of the area’s 
largest selections of pansies.
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ground.
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truckloads of the biggest and freshest  plants 
arriving each and every day.

Just in some great 5’ tall forsythia, nice and 
full. This week you can get a FREE forsythia 
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including David Austin varieties that are 
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largest selections of pansies.

...Get Planting!!!

Get One FREE
Forsythia

w/ purchase of
any three.

(Expires 04/08/04)

Get One FREE
Forsythia

w/ purchase of
any three.

(Expires 04/08/04)

C’mon...

“Diggin’ 
Dave

Williams”

FRIDAY, MARCH 26
•  Herbert Sanford, 54, of Cranford

was arrested at North Chestnut Street
and Kimball Avenue and charged with
driving while intoxicated. He was sub-
sequently released to a responsible party.

“Illegal dumping of tires has be-
come a major problem. Landfills
don’t want tires because if they’re
not cut, they take up significantly
larger amounts of volume of a
landfill’s capacity…to have a facil-
ity such as this (Casings) in the county
is beneficial,” Mr. Barry explained.

Freeholder Chester Holmes
seemed dismayed at the lack of in-
formation coming from Mr. Spatola
and his fellow presenters. The free-
holder commented that the details
submitted by the UCUA were inad-
equate, especially with regards to
the possibility of other types of waste
being accepted at the transfer facil-
ity.

“I wasn’t prepared to vote on some-
thing that I didn’t know anything
about. They didn’t offer this kind of
information,” said Freeholder
Holmes, who later abstained from
voting on the ordinance.

Mr. Barry informed Freeholder
Holmes that under no circumstances
would other waste be permitted at
Casings, and that the facility would
be monitored by all appropriate agen-
cies, including the DEP. He added
that the DEP would grant final per-
mit approval, and that the DEP would
instruct the UCUA as to the days and
hours of operation and other details.

In a special ceremony, the free-
holder board presented a special reso-
lution to Sara May Johnson, a stu-
dent at Jonathan Dayton High School
in Springfield.

Sara began a special program
entitled “Pennies for Police Dogs”
to raise money for the purchase of
one bulletproof vest for a county
police dog. Through her efforts,
Sara was able to collect 49,500
pennies ($495) – the cost of one
vest.

The board announced it would
match the donation and purchase a
second vest, and Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich added that a private donor
had supplied additional funds for a
third vest. Freeholder Chairman An-
gel Estrada praised Sara’s dedica-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders Discuss Tire
Recycling Transfer Facility

tion and thoughtfulness in beginning
the program.

“Her effort is really an inspiration
to our board,” said Chairman Estrada.

In a press release, Union County
also announced the creation of a
program entitled “Supersize
America: Beating the Obesity Epi-
demic.” The program was developed
by Dr. Karen Ensle of the Rutgers
Cooperative Extension, with the goal
being to educate people on the im-
portance of a healthy, fit lifestyle.

The board recognizes the increas-
ing focus being put on obesity and
health in the United States, and the
hope here is that education will assist
county residents in eating better and
exercising regularly.

Freeholder Daniel Sullivan stated,
“This program will give residents of
Union County the knowledge they
need to change their eating habits
and work toward improving their
overall health.”

For more information, please call
Dr. Ensle at (908) 654-9854.

Red Cross Chapter to Offer
Courses in Lifesaving Skills
WESTFIELD – The Westfield/

Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross has revealed the dates
for several upcoming classes. All
classes will be held at the Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter House, lo-
cated at 321 Elm Street in Westfield.

An Adult CPR (Cardiopulmonary
Resuscitation) class will be offered

on Thursday, April 15, from 6 to 10:30
p.m. It will deal with choking, breath-
ing and cardiac emergencies in adults,
and will also include training in AED
(Automated External Defibrillator) use.

On Thursday, April 29, an Infant
CPR class (birth to 12 months old)
will be held from 6 to 9:30 p.m.,
while on Tuesday, May 4, a Child
CPR class will take place from 6 to
10 p.m. The latter course addresses
emergencies involving children ages
one through eight.

Both the Child and Infant CPR
classes address breathing emergen-
cies and CPR. A combination class
(offering both certifications) will be
offered on Friday, April 9, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Community CPR, which offers
training in all three (infant, child and
adult CPR) will be offered this Satur-
day, April 3, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The CPR for the Professional Res-
cuer class (infant, child, adult, two-
person CPR and AED) will be held
on Saturday, April 10, from 9 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. This course is intended for
those who have a duty to respond to
emergencies, such as lifeguards,
emergency medical technicians and
healthcare professionals.

The CPR for the Professional Res-
cuer Re-certification course is for
those who hold this current certifica-
tion but need to renew. This class
will be held on Tuesday, April 13,
from 6 to 10 p.m.

A First Aid Basics class will be
held on Tuesday, April 27, from 6 to
10 p.m. It will teach individuals how
to check the condition of conscious
and unconscious victims and how to
care for life-threatening bleeding,
sudden illness and injuries.

Pre-registration is required. To reg-
ister for a class or for more informa-
tion, please call the chapter at (908)
232-7090 or email
johnsonl@crossnet.org. A full spring
course schedule may be viewed at
www.westfieldmtside-redcross.org.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Canadian Geese Control
Battle Wages On in County

that the geese may be rounded up and
taken to a slaughterhouse, where
“they will be killed in the same man-
ner that chickens are killed.” He
would not elaborate further on what
that method may be. The goose meat
will then be packaged and distrib-
uted to local food pantries to feed the
homeless, he explained.

Mr. Galligher could not provide
The Westfield Leader with the name
of the slaughterhouse or the food
pantries, saying that those arrange-
ments were still being made. None of
the local food pantries contacted by
The Leader, including the Hillside
Distribution Center have yet been
informed of the plan.

Meara Nigra, Director of Commu-
nications for the Hillside Food Dis-
tribution Center, which distributes
food to pantries throughout Union
County, told The Leader that she had
not heard anything about the goose
distribution plan from either the Free-
holders or the Goose Control Com-
pany. She did say that any meat
distributed through her agency would
have to be inspected and have passed
government standards and certified
safe for human consumption. She
added that her agency was not obli-
gated to accept the donations nor
were homeless obligated to accept
the goose meat, if available.

However, decapitating the geese
and distributing the meat to the home-
less does not sit well with local citi-
zens against using lethal methods.

Rahway resident Kerri Blanchard,
the spokesperson for a group of local
citizens against killing the geese told
The Leader, “The homeless do not
want to be used as a front to justify
killing the geese.”

She claimed that this goose meat is
not inspected and she believes that it
is “unsafe to pawn this goose meat
off on homeless citizens.”

Ms. Blanchard said that non-lethal
methods should be adequate if car-
ried out scientifically to deter geese
from county parks. Like many other
animal activists, she advocates the
approach of Geese Peace, which uses
non-lethal methods to deter geese
from frequenting parks.

“The methods used by the free-
holders were not applied scientifi-
cally,” said Ms. Blanchard. “Nox-
ious chemicals were used on only
one acre of grass on a golf course and
the county did not provide any proof
of where dogs were used.”

Ms. Blanchard showed The Leader
a request for access to government
records, which she filed on March 1,
for documentation of methods used
by the county. She stated that all she
got back was a report of methods
used in Monmouth County and a
letter of a laboratory study, but noth-
ing showing where or how methods
were applied in Union County parks.

She also showed The Leader a
letter from the Division of Fish and
Wildlife to Dan Bernier, Division
Chief of Parks and Recreation, citing
a laboratory study stating that the
geese droppings were not disease-
ridden.

“No human disease outbreaks have
been directly linked to exposure to
goose feces” the letter stated, “and the
geese do not pose a significant source
of environmental contamination.”

“The only scientific proof provided
to us by the county shows that the
geese feces are not dangerous,” Ms.
Blanchard said. “No other proof of
methods were provided to me.”

“The citizens,” Ms. Blanchard
added, “are also against the methods
being proposed due to the enormous
cost to taxpayers.” The grants ob-
tained were squandered on unneces-
sary and expensive bushes, which
were haphazardly placed, in an inef-
fective manner, she claimed.

“The planting methods must be
done scientifically and they weren’t.
The county could also invest in a
machine that would attach to a mower
and clean the ground of goose feces,
which is much more economical than
trying to kill thousands of geese each
year,” she said.

Director of Union County Parks,
Chuck Sigmund, told The Leader
that the majority of residents were in
favor of ridding the parks of the
geese by any means and that only a
small percentage of people were
against killing the geese.

Last year, the county had a permit
to gas 2,700 geese. Approximately
574 geese from Union County Parks
were gassed in trucks, before animal
rights activists stopped the action by
filing a lawsuit.

The freeholder board claimed that
they have tried many non-lethal meth-
ods to rid the county’s park system of
the overpopulation of geese, to no
avail.

Mr. Sigmund told The Leader that
dogs, boats, chemicals and plantings
were tried, but failed to curb the
overpopulation.

Goose Control Solutions is ex-
pected to begin implementing their
program later this spring.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Deployment
The Westfield Armory conference

center is comprised of networked
computers tied to the Internet, an
instructor station, and two-way moni-
tors. There are two VCRs capable of
sending out, as well as recording, 24
hours of images.

The 250th Signal Battalion be-
comes part of the 42nd Infantry Di-
vision located in Troy, N.Y. The New
Jersey battalion is comprised of ap-
proximately 500 soldiers split be-
tween locations in Somerset, Cherry
Hill and Westfield.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Residents Take Issue
With Council on Decks

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
FOUND BIRD...Ben Rosi, Grant Crandall and Eli Ben-Michael (not pictured)
were hiking in the woods and spotted a beautiful powder blue Parakeet in the
Berwyck Chase section of Scotch Plains. The friendly bird happily tagged along
with the boys. Please contact The Leader if your feathered friend is featured in
this photo.

instead hundreds moved in. “Aren’t
there anomalies?” he questioned.

“There’s no guarantees,” Mr. Read-
ing responded. He said that with
“high-end” rentals, the school dis-
trict is not the priority.

Boulevard resident Rosalyn
Harrison said that she wanted to hear
from all of the members of the coun-
cil if they are concerned with the
current scope of the project.

First Ward Councilman Peter
Echausse, serving as Mayor until the
arrival of Gregory McDermott, said
that he personally has concern with
the size of the projects and the amount
of spaces.

Allen Solomon of Orenda Circle
said that when the price of the park-
ing garage is added up with interest,
the cost for school children and main-
tenance totals over $80 million over
30 years.

“The people don’t want it, and
you’ve got to hear the people,” War-
ren Victor told the council.

Rachael Manning of Dorian Court
said, “every neighbor I’ve taken this
to has signed my petition (against the
redevelopment)…and I’ve just be-
gun.” She said that it seems there is
something underhanded going on in
the process. When asked for clarifi-
cation on her comment by Mayor
McDermott, Mrs. Manning said it
seems that under the table dealings
are going on and the project is being
“ram rodded down our throats.”

Mayor McDermott said that the
“council gets nothing” and said that
the perception concerns him and is
“not true at all.”

Jim Baker asked the council to
“look at something simple instead of
something so complex.” He sug-
gested that additional surface park-
ing be looked into.

Beverly Mack of Central Avenue
said she doesn’t “feel my town coun-
cil is listening to me.” She admitted
to being a latecomer to the process,
but said she is going to do everything
she can to not let this project happen.

Several residents who are against
the projects said that they believe the
council is not doing anything under-
handed, but acknowledged that per-
ception exists around town. Resi-
dents also said that it is not a personal
attack on any member of the council,
but rather that they all want what is
best for Westfield.

When residents once again asked
for a non-binding referendum on the

projects, Mayor McDermott said that
it would be difficult to phrase the
question.

Several residents stated their dis-
may that the mayor uses the word
“when” instead of “if” when talking
about the projects. They said it gives
them the impression he is not listen-
ing.

Mayor McDermott said the coun-
cil is still gathering information, and
the projects will only move forward
if certain criteria can be reached.

“Greg’s will is not going to guide
the members of this council,” Coun-
cilman Ciarrocca told the public.
“There’s no unanimity.”

Councilman Caruana asked “the
public to cut us some slack” and let
the council finish gathering the in-
formation. “Give us the opportunity
to produce the best result,” he con-
tinued.

When Mayor McDermott at-
tempted to close the public comment
portion of the meeting, Mr. Baker
stood up in the audience, yelling,
“you say you want to listen and then
close the meeting!”

“We are listening,” said Fourth
Ward Councilman Lawrence
Goldman. “I’ve been listening for
eight years.” He said that if the coun-
cil had not been listening a structure
would have been built five years ago.
He welcomed residents to come for-
ward with an alternate plan that rep-
resents a broad cross section of resi-
dents.

Residents also raised concerns that
the developer is not listening to the
council, and that the council is not
being forceful in its demands.

Mayor McDermott asked residents
to continue to come out and voice
their opinions.

After the meeting, Mayor
McDermott told The Westfield
Leader, “we do not have a shovel in
the ground.” He said that the council
has yet to discuss the latest proposal
by the developer as a group. He said
“now we have a better understanding
of what we want,” and, with the
professionals on board, the council
will go back to the developer with its
“wish list” for the projects.

Spelling Bee Champions Told;
David Chen to Compete in D.C.

SPELLING CHAMPS…Seventh graders David Chen, left, from Edison Inter-
mediate School and Alex Powell from Roosevelt Intermediate School, were
among the finalists in the local spelling bee competition sponsored by The Star-
Ledger. David went on to win the County Spelling Bee and will compete in
Washington, D.C. in the nationals in June.

WESTFIELD — Seventh graders
David Chen from Edison Intermedi-
ate School and Alex Powell from
Roosevelt Intermediate School were
among the finalists in the local spell-
ing bee competition sponsored by
The Star-Ledger.

The students competed against
2,000 students throughout Union
County to win the first round, joining
only 30 other students who qualified
for the county finals.

David went on to win the county
finals held at Kean University in
Union on March 30. As winner of the
spelling bee, David will represent
The Star-Ledger and Union County
at the national spelling bee in Wash-
ington, D.C. in June. David captured
his win by spelling the word “eutaxy”
correctly.

At the national contest, David will
compete against 263 other spellers,
some of whom will be returning com-
petitors.

reject the budget was in 1994. If the
budget is rejected by the voters, it is
then reviewed and revised by the
town council.

The board also approved the job de-
scription for the district’s Chief Tech-
nology Officer (CTO) at the meeting.
The CTO’s major function will be “over-
seeing and directing the Westfield
School district’s technology, telecom-
munications, support operations and
strategic planning.” Additionally, the
CTO will be responsible for “managing
contracts, managing projects, and de-
veloping and overseeing strategic and
tactical plans.”

The board deliberated over the
exact wording of the job description
for some time, making some gram-
matical adjustments as well as add-
ing extra duties. The board added the
requirements that the CTO be re-
sponsible for hiring and supervising
the district’s tech staff and serving on
the district’s technology committee.

School Superintendent Dr. William
Foley cited his desire that the CTO’s
work be of a more technical nature.

“I want this person focused on the
nuts and bolts of the hardware,” he
said, “not on the development of a
technology plan” for the district.

The district’s administration hopes
to begin the hiring process soon.

The board voted unanimously to
seek a bond referendum in Septem-
ber to pay for an artificial turf field
and a new track at Kehler Stadium,
as well as repairs to the field at
Edison Intermediate School.

The three projects will cost a total
of approximately $1.1 million, which
will be paid for over a 10-year period.

Board member Richard Solomon
noted his satisfaction with the deci-
sion to make the payments over the
10-year period, “so that the annual
impact is much less.”

Ms. Gardner also commented on
the way the referendum is structured,
telling the board, “this is really a cost-
saving project for us.” She hopes that
by spreading out the payments over
10 years, saving on grass field main-
tenance by purchasing an artificial
turf field, and doing both the turf field
and the track together, the district is
actually saving money on necessary
repairs.

Dr. Foley spoke with all the coaches
at Westfield High School (WHS),
who agreed that Kehler Stadium is
the best site for the artificial turf
field. The board had earlier discussed
the possibility of putting in the arti-
ficial turf field at Edison Intermedi-
ate School, but decided against it
because of its distance from WHS.
Additionally, a turf field at Edison
Intermediate School would cut into
the Junior Varsity baseball field there.

Board member Kimberly Rhodes
commented on the necessity of putting
down a new track, telling the board
that, “after this year, we will have to
replace the track or end the program.”

The money for the bond referen-
dum is outside of the school district’s
budget. A vote will be held on Tues-
day, September 28, to determine if
the referendum will pass.

Schundler Elected
To Phi Beta Kappa
WESTFIELD – Colby Col-

lege in Waterville, Me. reported
that Westfield resident Elizabeth
Schundler was elected to mem-
bership in the Phi Beta Kappa
society this spring. Membership
in the society is one of the high-
est academic honors an under-
graduate student can achieve.

Elizabeth is a senior at Colby.
She is majoring in physics and
mathematical science. A gradu-
ate of Westfield High School, she
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Russell Schundler of Westfield.
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