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S. Plains Township’s $19 Mil.
Municipal Budget Detailed

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Despite facing increased costs in a
number of non-discretionary areas,
the Scotch Plains Township Council
was able to put forth a 2004 munici-
pal budget that contains a four-point
municipal property tax increase that
is in line with the average of the past
14 years and was made possible by a
township surplus nearly double that
of last year, an increase in state aid,
an improving economy and some
last-minute budget cuts.

The council introduced the 2004
spending plan last week, and a pub-
lic hearing will be held on Tuesday,
April 27. The council, after budget

discussions in February and March,
ended up shaving a point off the five-
point property tax increase contained
in the budget that was proposed in
late January by Township Manager
Thomas Atkins.

Excluding last year’s 18-point in-
crease and the tax freeze in 2000,
municipal property tax rate increases
since between 1991 and 2004 have
averaged about 3.6 points annually.

The $19.697 million budget is 5.8
percent higher than last year, but
includes a $130,400 federal
firefighters grant that, for account-
ing purposes, must be included as an
appropriation even though it is not
actually a newly-created township

program.
Removing that grant from the equa-

tion makes for a budget increase of 5
percent. As a result, the tax rate for
municipal government purposes will
rise from $1.24 to $1.28 per $100 of
assessed valuation, meaning the
municipal property tax bill for the
average assessed home of $120,000
will be $1,536, an increase of $48
from last year. The average assessed
home has a market value of $360,000
to $420,000.

The municipal portion of local
property tax bills represents about 18
percent of the total levy, with the
Union County government portion
accounting for about the same level
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education budget financed
by the remaining 60 to 65 percent of
the tax bill.

About 63 percent, or $12.4 mil-
lion, of this year’s municipal budget
will be financed by property taxes, a
slightly lower level than last year.
State assistance, which is increasing
by 2.3 percent for the first time in
three years, will fund about 15 per-
cent of the budget. The nearly $3.04
million from Trenton is made up of
several components, including a
block grant of $92,545, $1.12 mil-
lion in municipal property tax relief
and nearly $1.826 million from en-
ergy receipts tax.

Approximately 7 percent of the
budget will be financed by using
$1.4 million of the anticipated $1.8
million township surplus, which to-
taled just $950,000 in 2003. Con-
struction code fees, anticipated to
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Scotch Plains Mayor Marks, Coronato
Kick-Off 2004 Reelection Campaign

New Police
Chief Search

Underway
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

Some significant changes at the
top are in the offing in the Scotch
Plains Police Department with the
impending retirement of the
department’s chief and a captain.

Township Manager Thomas
Atkins is currently evaluating can-
didates within the police depart-
ment for both positions and will
announce the promotions within
the next few weeks.

Police Chief Marshall Nelson,
who has headed the department for
two years, will step down at the end
of April after a 32-year career and
Captain John Shebey, a 31-year
veteran, will also retire at that time.

Mr. Atkins reported that a four-
step selection process is involved in
choosing a new Police Chief and
Captain: a state civil service exami-
nation; a township-administered writ-
ten essay exercise; an oral interview
conducted by the township and a
consultant; and an evaluation of each
candidate’s performance records.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
and Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato kicked off their re-election
campaign on Sunday, with the mayor
touting the Republican team’s ac-
complishments while also making
another pitch for property tax re-
form.

About two dozen supporters in-
cluding past and present township
council members, Union County
Republican Chairman Ronald
Frigerio and the four GOP candi-
dates for the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders attended a re-
ception during which the mayor an-
nounced that he and Mrs. Coronato
would seek second terms this No-
vember.

Their Democratic opponents will
be named within the next week or so,
given that the filing deadline is Mon-
day, April 12.

Stating that “we’re going to run on
accomplishments,” Mayor Marks
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Times on Sunday that “there’s no
question that Scotch Plains remains
a very desirable place to live and
raise a family.”

He noted that municipal property
values increased 23 percent last year,
more than in any other town in Union
County. The mayor listed several
attributes that, he said, make Scotch
Plains an attractive place to live,
including “quality education, the
services that are provided, its atmo-
sphere, its people and, I think in
some way, out local government as
well.”

“We’ve made tremendous strides,”
Mayor Marks said, pointing to an
expansion in recreation programs and
services, including both new and re-
furbished ballfields, and senior citi-
zen services, including last year’s
purchase of a new senior citizen bus
and preliminary investigations into

establishing a senior citizen center in
Scotch Plains.

The mayor, who has been increas-
ingly involved in recent years in ef-
forts to reform the state property tax
system, said that, “the most impor-
tant thing we can do as elected offi-
cials is not within the borders of
Scotch Plains, but down in Trenton,”
where a fresh legislative efforts are
being made to either place a binding
referendum on the ballot asking vot-
ers whether a constitutional conven-
tion should be convened to reform
property taxes or to convene a spe-
cial legislative session to address the
issue.

“People can gripe about property
taxes,” the mayor told The Times this
week, “but until you’re willing to put
your neck on the line, nothing is
going to happen. Someone needs to

County Freeholder Bd. Discusses
Tire Recycling Transfer Facility

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

At its regular meeting held on March
26, the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders discussed a new ordi-
nance involving plans for a tire recy-
cling transfer facility in Hillside that
would fall under the Union County
Solid Waste Management Plan.

Before voting on the ordinance,
the board held a public hearing, with
Joseph Spatola, Director of the Union
County Utilities Authority (UCUA),
leading the formal presentation to
the board.

Mr. Spatola explained that for sev-
eral years, Casings of New Jersey,
based in Hillside, has served as the
transfer point for tires from gas sta-
tions and automotive centers to be
taken to out-of-state facilities for
processing.

Casings was seeking formal ap-
proval by the board to serve as an
official transfer facility under the
Solid Waste Management Plan, with
final approval coming from the New
Jersey Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (DEP).

Mr. Spatola added that the Hill-
side government has approved of
Casings continuing to operate as a

transfer facility, and that there is no
residue or other environmental con-
cerns. According to Mr. Spatola,
when all of the specifics are in place,
the facility expects to handle a maxi-
mum capacity of 185 tons of tires
daily.

In response to several questions
from the freeholder board and the
public, County Counsel Robert Barry
stated that the purpose of a facility
such as Casings is to ensure that tires
are disposed of properly. Casings
will not actually destroy the tires,
said Mr. Barry, but rather serve as a
transfer point for the tires to be
shipped to out-of-state locations. He
noted that the number of tires dumped
on roadsides is increasing, and that
landfills have often refused to take
the tires and dispose of them.

“Illegal dumping of tires has be-
come a major problem. Landfills
don’t want tires because if they’re
not cut, they take up significantly
larger amounts of volume of a
landfill’s capacity…to have a facil-
ity such as this (Casings) in the county
is beneficial,” Mr. Barry explained.

Freeholder Chester Holmes
seemed dismayed at the lack of in-
formation coming from Mr. Spatola

and his fellow presenters. The free-
holder commented that the details
submitted by the UCUA were inad-
equate, especially with regards to the
possibility of other types of waste
being accepted at the transfer facil-
ity.

“I wasn’t prepared to vote on some-
thing that I didn’t know anything
about. They didn’t offer this kind of
information,” said Freeholder

Canadian Geese Control Battle
Wages On in Union County

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

The debate over how to handle
Union County’s epidemic of geese
wages on, with animal rights groups
crying fowl over the latest methods
being proposed to rid the parks of the
fecal birds.

According to the animal control
company hired by Union County Free-
holders, Goose Control Technology

of Metuchen, a multi-faceted pro-
gram using various methods will be
employed to lessen the geese popula-
tion this coming spring and summer.

The program may include non-
lethal as well as lethal methods, said
company spokesperson Paul
Galligher. The company will use egg
oiling, plantings, chemicals and noise
deterrents as well as rounding up and

slaughtering the geese, if necessary.
Mr. Galligher said that each situa-

tion is different and every park will
be evaluated on an individual basis
to determine which methods will be
best for that area. If necessary, one
option, said Mr. Galligher, will be
that the geese may be rounded up and
taken to a slaughterhouse, where

                                 Amy Horowitz for The Times
February 28, 2002: WIRED WITH TECHNOLOGY…The National Guard Armory on Rahway Avenue in Westfield has
been wired with upgraded, state-of-the-art equipment. Pictured, above, are: Lieutenant Colonel De Cara, Captain
Christenson and Lieutenant Mercurio.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield National Guard Armory
Troops Will Be Deployed Overseas

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

The 250th Signal Battalion, based
at the Westfield National Guard Ar-
mory, has been activated for federal
service and will soon be deployed
out of Fort Dix, The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times confirmed on Tues-
day. The newspaper was unable to
confirm as of press time whether the
battalion would be going to Iraq in
conjunction with Operation Iraqi

Freedom or Afghanistan for Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom.

Congressman Michael Ferguson
(R-NJ) will be visiting with the troops
at the Westfield Armory on Saturday
and intends to see them off at Fort
Dix.

“I want to thank the 250th Signal
Battalion of the New Jersey National
Guard for the tremendous sacrifice
that they are making in service to our
country. My prayers are with our
service men and women as well as
their families during this period of
service,” Congressman Ferguson told
The Times.

A phone call to Lieutenant Colo-
nel Roberta Niedt in the Public Af-
fairs office was not returned as of
press time.

According to its web site, the bat-
talion has not been deployed over-
seas since World War II. The
battalion’s first active duty in several
years was in 2002, when it partici-
pated in post 9/11 bridge and tunnel
protection.

In 2002, a $500,000 communica-
tion center was constructed at the
Westfield Armory, located at 500
Rahway Avenue. This center enables

          Horace R. Corbin for The Times
CAMPAIGN KICK OFF...Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks, second from left, and Councilwoman Paullette Coronato,
second from right, announced their bids for reelection at a party on Sunday. Pictured, from left to right, are: Fredrick
Danser, Mayor Marks, Councilwoman Coranato and Bill McClyntock.

Brooks Crandall for The Times
FOUND BIRD...Ben Rosi, Grant Crandall and Eli Ben-Michael (not pictured) were
hiking in the woods and spotted a beautiful powder blue Parakeet in the Berwyck
Chase section of Scotch Plains. The friendly bird happiiy tagged along with the boys.
Please contact The Times if your feathered friend is featured in this photo.
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the National Guard to partner with
the private sector in integrating and
maintaining state-of-the-art distance
learning and conference centers
throughout the state of New Jersey.

The Westfield Armory conference
center is comprised of networked
computers tied to the Internet, an
instructor station, and two-way moni-
tors. There are two VCRs capable of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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www.williams-nursery.com
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C’mon get Happy, it’s time to get out in the 
garden and have some planting fun. Soil 
temperatures have warmed up, and now is a 
great time to start putting shrubs in the 
ground.

We’ve been busy at Williams with several 
truckloads of the biggest and freshest  plants 
arriving each and every day.

Just in some great 5’ tall forsythia, nice and 
full. This week you can get a FREE forsythia 
with the purchase of any three. These are ideal 
for screening, or as a stand alone specimen.

We also have some very nice rose bushes  
including David Austin varieties that are 
breaking dormancy and are 50% off. 

 And don’t forget we have one of the area’s 
largest selections of pansies.
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...Get Planting!!!

Get One FREE
Forsythia

w/ purchase of
any three.

(Expires 04/08/04)
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C’mon...

“Diggin’ 
Dave

Williams”

Dinner to Be Held to Honor
Scotch Plains Police Chief

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Fri-
day, April 30 Chief Marshall Van
Nelson Jr. will retire from the
Scotch Plains Police Department.
Before Chief Nelson’s official
retirement date, there will be a
dinner held in his honor. The
dinner will be held at 7 p.m. on
Friday, April 16 at Shackamaxon
Country Club. For further infor-
mation about the dinner contact
Virnez Stevphens at (908) 322-
7106.

Chief Nelson has been a mem-
ber of the Scotch Plains Police
Department for the past thirty-
three years. In 1970 he began his

one bank robbery, numerous
armed robberies and burglaries.
His Bureau was also responsible
for all narcotics investigations.

During the month of August
1996 Chief Nelson was promoted
to Captain and assigned to the
Patrol Division. This is the larg-
est division in the police depart-
ment. Captain Nelson was re-
sponsible for the productivity of
all uniform personnel.

Chief Marshall’s promotion to
Captain gave him the distinction
of being the first African Ameri-
can to attain this rank in the
history of the Scotch Plains Po-

career with the Scotch Plains Po-
lice as a patrolman patrolling the
streets of the township of Scotch
Plains. He remained in this as-
signment for the next three years
where he endeavored to protect
and served the citizens of Scotch
Plains.

In January of 1973 Chief
Nelson was promoted to the po-
sition of Detective and assigned
to the Detective Bureau. October
1979, Chief Nelson was pro-
moted to the rank of Sergeant
and became the Road Supervisor
in the Patrol Division.

After becoming Sergeant,
Chief Nelson was promoted to
Detective Lieutenant in Novem-
ber of 1986. He was assigned to
the Detective Bureau as the com-
manding officer, where he was in
charge of all criminal and follow
up investigations performed by
his personnel.

During Chief Nelson’s tenure
as Bureau Commander, his sub-
ordinates solved two homicides,

lice Department.
Captain Nelson was then pro-

moted to the office of Chief of
Police for the Scotch Plains Po-
lice Department on February 26,
2002. This will made him the
highest ranked African Ameri-
can and the first African Ameri-
can Police Chief in the history of
the Township of Scotch Plains.
As, such he is responsible for the
general direction, control, and
supervision of the entire Police
Department.

Chief Nelson graduated from
West End High School located in
Clarksville, Virginia in June of
1957. After graduation from high
school, he attended Hampton
University (then known as Hamp-
ton Institute in Hampton, Va).

Chief Nelson has completed
various continuing education
courses in Police Supervision and
Police Executive Development
at the following universities:
Rutgers, Seton Hall, and Penn
State.

    Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
TOP COP…Scotch Plains’ top cop Chief Marshall Van Nelson, Jr. smiles
for the camera while serving the last few weeks as Chief of Police for the
Township of Scotch Plains. On Friday, April 16, at Shackamaxon Country
Club, Chief Nelson will be honored with a farewell dinner.

total $470,000 this year, will fund
another 2.4 percent of the budget.

A variety of grants and other fund-
ing, including the firefighters grant,
a $19,183 clean communities grant
and a $21,000 local preparedness
equipment grant, will fund another 1
percent. An assortment of other rev-
enue items like cable television fran-
chise revenue, the $150,000 capital
surplus and various insurance and
other reimbursements will finance
3.4 percent of the 2004 municipal
budget.

About 22 percent of the Scotch
Plains budget is earmarked for the
police department, with $336,451
paying for operating expenses and
$4,055,421 going towards salaries
and wages. Both areas saw reduc-
tions of $10,000 each in the budget
proposed last week. The budget for
streets and roads will account for
slightly more than 11 percent of the
budget, with $1.26 million earmarked
for salaries and wages and $940,000
going towards operating expenses.
Both of these areas also saw their
budgets reduced, by $5,000 and
$10,000, respectively, in the final
proposal.

The final Scotch Plains Library
budget of $1,014,477 was reduced
by $7,400 because the library will be
retaining the library fines it collects
instead of turning them over to the
township.

Salaries and wages for the Recre-
ation Department will increase by 11
percent, to $473,324 while appro-
priations for operating expenses,
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Scotch Plains $19 Million
 Municipal Budget Detailed

$147,795 last year, was reduced from
$180,195 to $175,195 in the budget
introduced last week.

A number of non-discretionary
spending areas over which township
officials have no control, totaling
about $600,000 in all, saw signifi-
cant increases this year, including a
7 percent increase in group insur-
ance costs for township employees, a
5.5 percent increase in costs for legal
services, a 3.1 percent increase in
maintenance costs for fire hydrants,
5 percent more than originally an-
ticipated in payments to the Plainfield
Area Regional Sewerage Authority,
a 27 percent hike in street lighting
costs and higher salaries for police
and public works employees that are
contained in collective bargaining
agreements.

Additionally, after several years of
not having to make contributions to
the state Police and Firemen’s Re-
tirement System, the township this
year will have to contribute $82,269
to the fund.

“they will be killed in the same
manner that chickens are killed.”
He would not elaborate further on
what that method may be. The goose
meat will then be packaged and
distributed to local food pantries to
feed the homeless, he explained.

Mr. Galligher could not provide
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
with the name of the slaughterhouse
or the food pantries, saying that
those arrangements were still being
made. None of the local food pan-
tries contacted by The Times, in-
cluding the Hillside Distribution
Center have yet been informed of
the plan.

Meara Nirgra, Director of Com-
munications for the Hillside Food
Distribution Center, which distrib-
utes food to pantries throughout
Union County, told The Times that
she had not heard anything about
the goose distribution plan from ei-
ther the Freeholders or the Goose
Control Company. She did say that
any meat distributed through her
agency would have to be inspected,
pass government standards and be
certified safe for human consump-
tion. She added that her agency was
not obligated to accept the dona-
tions nor were homeless obligated
to accept the goose meat, if avail-
able.

However, decapitating the geese
and distributing the meat to the
homeless does not sit well with lo-
cal citizens against using lethal
methods.

Rahway resident Kerri Blanchard,
the spokesperson for a group of lo-
cal citizens against killing the geese
told The Times, “The homeless do
not want to be used as a front to
justify killing the geese.”

She claimed that this goose meat
is not inspected and she believes
that it is “unsafe to pawn this goose
meat off on homeless citizens.”

Ms. Blanchard said that non-le-
thal methods should be adequate if
carried out scientifically to deter
geese from county parks. Like many
other animal activists, she advo-
cates the approach of Geese Peace,
which uses non-lethal methods to
deter geese from frequenting parks.

“The methods used by the free-
holders were not applied scientifi-
cally,” said Ms. Blanchard. “Nox-
ious chemicals were used on only
one acre of grass on a golf course
and the county did not provide any
proof of where dogs were used.”

Ms. Blanchard showed The Times
a request for access to government

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Canadian Geese Control
Battle Wages On in County

records, which she filed on March 1,
for documentation of methods used
by the county. She stated that all she
got back was a report of methods
used in Monmouth County and a
letter of a laboratory study, but noth-
ing showing where or how methods
were applied in Union County parks.

She also showed The Times a let-
ter from the Division of Fish and
Wildlife to Dan Bernier, Division
Chief of Parks and Recreation, cit-
ing a laboratory study stating that
the geese droppings were not dis-
ease-ridden.

“No human disease outbreaks
have been directly linked to expo-
sure to goose feces” the letter stated,
“and the geese do not pose a signifi-
cant source of environmental con-
tamination.”

“The only scientific proof pro-
vided to us by the county shows that
the geese feces are not dangerous,”
Ms. Blanchard said. “No other proof
of methods were provided to me.”

“The citizens,” Ms. Blanchard
added, “are also against the meth-
ods being proposed due to the enor-
mous cost to taxpayers.” The grants
obtained were squandered on un-
necessary and expensive bushes,
which were haphazardly placed, in
an ineffective manner, she claimed.

“The planting methods must be
done scientifically and they weren’t.
The county could also invest in a
machine that would attach to a
mower and clean the ground of goose
feces, which is much more eco-
nomical than trying to kill thou-
sands of geese each year,” she said.

Director of Union County Parks,
Chuck Sigmund, told The Times that
the majority of residents were in
favor of ridding the parks of the
geese by any means and that only a
small percentage of people were
against killing the geese.

Last year, the county had a permit
to gas 2,700 geese. Approximately
574 geese from Union County Parks
were gassed in trucks, before ani-
mal rights activists stopped the ac-
tion by filing a lawsuit.

The freeholder board claimed that
they have tried many non-lethal
methods to rid the county’s park
system of the overpopulation of
geese, to no avail.

Mr. Sigmund told The Times that
dogs, boats, chemicals and plantings
were tried, but failed to curb the
overpopulation.

Goose Control Solutions is ex-
pected to begin implementing their
program later this spring.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders Discuss Tire
Recycling Transfer Facility

Holmes, who later abstained from
voting on the ordinance.

Mr. Barry informed Freeholder
Holmes that under no circumstances
would other waste be permitted at
Casings, and that the facility would
be monitored by all appropriate agen-
cies, including the DEP. He added
that the DEP would grant final per-
mit approval, and that the DEP would
instruct the UCUA as to the days and
hours of operation and other details.

In a special ceremony, the free-
holder board presented a special reso-
lution to Sara May Johnson, a stu-
dent at Jonathan Dayton High School
in Springfield.

Sara began a special program en-
titled “Pennies for Police Dogs” to
raise money for the purchase of one
bulletproof vest for a county police
dog. Through her efforts, Sara was
able to collect 49,500 pennies ($495)
– the cost of one vest.

The board announced it would
match the donation and purchase a
second vest, and Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich added that a private donor
had supplied additional funds for a

third vest. Freeholder Chairman An-
gel Estrada praised Sara’s dedication
and thoughtfulness in beginning the
program.

“Her effort is really an inspiration
to our board,” said Chairman Estrada.

In a press release, Union County
also announced the creation of a
program entitled “Supersize
America: Beating the Obesity Epi-
demic.” The program was developed
by Dr. Karen Ensle of the Rutgers
Cooperative Extension, with the goal
being to educate people on the im-
portance of a healthy, fit lifestyle.

The board recognizes the increas-
ing focus being put on obesity and
health in the United States, and the
hope here is that education will assist
county residents in eating better and
exercising regularly.

Freeholder Daniel Sullivan stated,
“This program will give residents of
Union County the knowledge they
need to change their eating habits
and work toward improving their
overall health.”

For more information, please call
Dr. Ensle at (908) 654-9854.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
GOP POW WOW...Republican Union County Freeholder candidates get pumped
up for the November election on Sunday at a party for Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks. Pictured, from left to right, are: Joe Renna, Patricia Quattrocchi,
Frank Arena, Bruce Patterson and Union County Republican Chairman Ron
Frigerio.

Fanwood DEM Club Meeting
Held at Borough Train Station
FANWOOD – More than 30 mem-

bers of the Fanwood Democratic Club
met at the Fanwood Community
House on March 25 to discuss the
upcoming political season and wel-
come new members to the organiza-
tion.

The group enjoyed homemade
desserts, coffee and tea while club
president Tom Plante called the meet-
ing to order. A treasurer’s report was
made by Steve Falco before the gath-
ering at the historic train station was
greeted by Mayor Colleen Mahr,

Assemblywoman Linda Strender,
Borough Council President Kathy
Mitchell and Councilman Jack
Molenaar. A lively discussion about
downtown redevelopment plans and
the borough’s application for prop-
erty tax relief followed their remarks.

For more information about the
Fanwood Democratic Club contact
Bill Populus at (908) 789-7577 or
Tom Plante at (908) 889-5298, or by
writing to the Fanwood Democratic
Club, PO Box 163, Fanwood, NJ
07023.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

THURSDAY, MARCH 18
• A Plainfield resident walked into

police headquarters and reported that
she was assaulted. The victim stated
that she was pushed by her supervisor
at a business located in Scotch Plains.

FRIDAY, MARCH 19
• A Wellington Downs resident re-

ported that his concrete nativity or-
nament was stolen from his lawn.

SATURDAY, MARCH 20
• A business owner on East Sec-

ond Street reported that someone
stole a plastic bag filled with ex-
pired loaves of bread. A check in
the amount of $114.88 was also
with the bread. The theft occurred
on March 19 at 10:17 p.m.

SUNDAY, MARCH 21
• A Front Street resident reported

being harassed. The victim stated that
her ex-boyfriend has been harassing
by calling her asking about the daugh-
ter they have in common.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Deployment
sending out, as well as recording, 24
hours of images.

The 250th Signal Battalion be-
comes part of the 42nd Infantry Di-
vision located in Troy, N.Y. The New
Jersey battalion is comprised of ap-
proximately 500 soldiers split be-
tween locations in Somerset, Cherry
Hill and Westfield.

have the guts to go out there and
propose alternatives.”

Mayor Marks was first elected to
the Township Council in 1996, served
as the last council-appointed mayor
in 2000 and then won a four-year term
in the township’s first mayoral elec-
tion in November 2000.

Mrs. Coronato, who is in her sec-
ond year as Deputy Mayor, was first
elected to the council in 2000.

While last Sunday’s event marked
the formal start of campaign 2004, the
first shots were fired five days earlier
at the council’s March 23 meeting
when Mayor Marks, during the intro-
duction of the 2004 municipal bud-
get, said “the silly season, the politi-
cal season” was beginning.

Recalling last year’s municipal bud-
get hearing, the mayor said the local
Democratic Party had sent out what
he termed “very misleading and de-
ceptive political mailings” that, he
said, incorrectly stated the true level
of the township property tax increase
then being proposed.

The mayor warned at the council
meeting, and again last Sunday, that
those tactics could be repeated during
this year’s campaign, telling The Times
on Sunday that, “this is what happens
when Democrats are out of power.
They get desperate,” he said, pointing
to what he termed was the misleading
Democratic campaign in 1998, “when
they deliberately lied about tax in-
creases and had to eventually apolo-
gize,” and its efforts last year “when
they deliberately misled residents
about property taxes.”

In response, Democratic Party
Chairman Ken Lipstein, told The
Times that, “Mayor Marks is the one
with the credibility problem. He has
made municipal property taxes an
issue in every election since he has
been in office, promising to stabilize
and hold the line on taxes. However,
the average yearly municipal residen-
tial tax point increase in the five years
that he has been mayor, including the
anticipated increase this year, is 24
percent higher than the increase when
the Democrats held the majority in
1999.”

Mr. Lipstein, who will be announc-
ing his party’s mayoral and council
candidates within the next week, said
that “the Scotch Plains municipal tax
rate for residential property will be 32
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percent higher after passage of this
year’s budget than it was in 1999. Of
course, these figures include the whop-
ping 18 tax point, or 16.9 percent,
increase in the municipal residential
property tax that the all-Republican
Township Council gave us last year. I
will say this.”

“Mayor Marks does show courage
in running for re-election on his record
of having given Scotch Plains its high-
est municipal tax increase in history.”

Mayor Marks said, that, “unless
you’re prepared to present an alterna-
tive to people, you’re really doing a
disservice to the town and the resi-
dents to just complain about this is-
sue.”

He told The Times that when he
opposed the 1999 municipal tax in-
crease, “I presented a specific and
viable alternative because we had the
highest surplus in township history.”

He challenged Mr. Lipstein, “or
anyone else for that matter, that if you
have a specific alternative on taxes,
please let us know about it. We’ll be
happy to listen.”

The mayor said he had asked Mr.
Lipstein for an alternative during
last year’s budget hearing, “but he
didn’t offer one. He chose to go
negative. And that speaks to his cred-
ibility.”

Christine Doyle Earns
Fall Academic Honors
SCOTCH PLAINS – Ball State

University in Muncie, Ind. has
named Scotch Plains resident
Christine Doyle to the fall 2003
semester dean’s list.

Teen Group at Library
Plans Book Discussion
FANWOOD – The Teen group of

the Fanwood Memorial Library will
hold a book discussion on Tuesday,
April 20, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. to
discuss the novel “The Body of Chris-
topher Creed” by Carol Plum-Ucci.
Pizza and soda will be served.

The novel is the One Book New
Jersey 2004 Young Adult selection.
For more information, please call
Annie or Nancy at (908) 322-6400.
The library is located on North Av-
enue and Tillotson Road.


