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Debbie Calderone

Pupil Was Caught Up in March Madness,
But Not Stereotypes, Gender Expectations
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By MICHELLE KUPPERSMITH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

March Madness seemed to be the
most popular two words in the En-
glish language as of March 18. I heard
it walking down the hallway, in the
library, and during classes especially
(but quietly of course).

I have to admit that I had succumbed
to the so-called madness, watching no
less than 30 or so games since Thurs-
day when the tournament started.

For those who aren’t in the know,
March Madness is the tournament
leading up to the men’s college bas-
ketball championship. 64 of the top
teams started playing on Thursday,
and by Sunday the field had been
whittled to 16 teams.

Needless to say, I had surprised quite
a few boys by being so interested in the
tournament. I also raised a few eye-
brows (and inspired some expletives)
by being in first place in the pool I
entered, at least for a little while (all I
can say is, thank you Vandy and Illi-
nois). That is, until Kentucky lost, but
that’s a whole different story and one I
shouldn’t get started on.

Coincidentally, going in line with
this theme (not basketball), my En-
glish class has been discussing the
writings of Margaret Fuller. One of
her essays examined the issue of femi-
nism and gender expectations in the
19th century. Surprisingly enough,
her ideas are still relevant to our en-
lightened day and age. The example
that I used to prove this was my recent
experience with March Madness.

Sure, girls can play sports now, but
it still does not seem socially accept-
able for a girl to be able to dish about
Stanford’s upset with the guys.

Maybe it’s because in most house-
holds the son goes with dad when he
can procure Giants or Jets tickets or
that on Thanksgiving it’s just accepted
that the men will sit in the den watch-
ing the football games while the
women cook. Sure, this isn’t the way
it is in every home, I’m not out to
make a generalization. But from my
experience, the overwhelming major-
ity of families function in this manner.

Gender expectations pop up in a
multitude of other areas. Consider the
Dodge car commercials, the ones with
the now ubiquitous Hemi engine. One
of the commercials features a couple in
therapy discussing the kind of car that
they want. While they are describing
the same car, the wife says she wants
one with a DVD player for the kids,
while the dad says, “I want a Hemi.”

The same theme runs through all of
the commercials; this idea that the
woman wants a practical car and the
dad wants a big souped-up SUV.

Those are assumptions and stereo-
types, yet they are quite telling about
society today. Companies spend mil-
lions trying to assess the wants of the
people; apparently Dodge has deter-
mined what women want in a car and
what men want. The classic juxtaposi-
tion of womanly practicality and humil-
ity and manly strength appears in the
commercials and society at large.

I have come to the conclusion that
although these expectations still exist
in society, we have made progress in
that we can recognize these stereo-
types.

So, finally, I have to say that I was
kind of proud of the surprise I invoked
from the guys I have spoken to about
the tournament. I like that I can tran-
scend the gender expectations that most
of society has and abides by. It is nice
to mix it up a bit, and besides, I don’t
really like to cook.
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 27
Hometown: Ms. Calderone was

born and raised in Nutley, where she
attended school. Currently, she is a
Wayne resident.

Education: At Wil-
liam Patterson Uni-
versity in Wayne, she
received a Bachelor
of Arts degree in En-
gl ish Li terature,
while completing the
college’s education
program. Ms.
Calderone said she
plans to go back to
school and further
her education.

Previous Experi-
ence: Her first teach-
ing experiences have
been in the Nutley
school district as a student teacher
and permanent substitute teacher at
all grade levels. Ms. Calderone noted
that teaching at all grade levels has
helped her grow as an educator.

I Knew I Reached My Students
When…Seeing the joy and enthusi-
asm that comes across her students’
faces has shown Ms. Calderone that
she connects with her pupils. She
believes education should be “a fun,
memorable and stimulating learn-
ing experience on all levels.”

What I Love About the School
District: In the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood public school district, she
notices “how the teachers care and
how supportive they are of every
student.” She added that every edu-
cator makes his/her first priority the

education and enrichment of their
students.

“The teachers are open to gaining
knowledge of different techniques
to meet the needs of the students,”
she said.

Favorite Topic to Teach: Ms.
Calderone cited read-
ing as her favorite
topic to teach because
it allows her to
“broaden students’
imaginations to an-
other level, to be-
come creative and
relate to reading on a
personal level.”

The Future of
Education in
America: She be-
lieves that the future
of education in
America is heading
in a positive direc-

tion, as educators are challenging
students more to think on their own.
In order for the student to become
successful and benefit from the
learning experience, Ms. Calderone
said there must be a constant com-
munication between teachers and
students’ parents/guardians.

My Goal As An Educator…“to
further my education and develop my
own techniques of teaching. I am
constantly searching for new ideas
and techniques in teaching,” she said.

Home Life: Recently engaged,
Ms. Calderone noted that her family
is “extremely supportive of my ca-
reer as an educator.”

“Everyday is a learning experi-
ence, even though I am an educator,”
she concluded.

National Survey Cites Westfield As One of Top
Communities for Music Education in America
WESTFIELD — An annual sur-

vey by a partnership of leading mu-
sic and educational organizations
named Westfield as one of the “Best
100 Communities for Music Educa-
tion in America for 2004.”

Linda King, Supervisor of Fine Arts
for the Westfield Public Schools, who
received the news, said, “It is an honor
to receive this distinction. It is a testi-
mony to the talent and commitment
of our teachers and students and the
support of the Westfield community.”

Under Dr. King’s leadership, the
music department, with 23 instruc-
tors, plans 23 choral and instrumen-
tal concerts per year. There are 1,448
students enrolled in the instrumental
instruction program.

Students at the intermediate and
high school level have been awarded
placement in regional, all-state, all-
eastern, and national bands, orches-
tras and vocal groups.

Representing 30 states, the roster
of the “best 100” was chosen through
a survey conducted jointly by several
organizations devoted to music and
learning.

The American Music Conference
joined MENC: The National Asso-
ciation for Music Education, The
Mr. Holland’s Opus Foundation, The
Music for All Foundation, The Mu-
sic Teachers National Association,
The National School Boards Asso-
ciation, Yamaha Corporation of
America and VH1 Save The Music
Foundation in creating the survey
and interpreting the results.

For the fifth year in a row, Perseus
Development Corporation of
Braintree, Mass. donated its time
and expertise to implement the
website survey and to analyze the
data it generated.

In a recent nationwide Gallup Poll,
93 percent of Americans said that
schools should offer musical instru-
ment instruction as part of the regu-
lar curriculum. The mental and physi-
cal benefits of active music making
have been well documented over the
last decade.

The College Entrance Examina-
tion Board has found that students in
music appreciation scored 63 points
higher on the verbal and 44 points
higher on the math sections of the
SAT than students with no arts par-
ticipation.

The U.S. Department of Educa-
tion data on more than 25,000 sec-
ondary school students found that
students who report consistent high
levels of involvement in instrumen-
tal music over the middle and high
school years show “significantly
higher levels of mathematics profi-
ciency by grade 12.”

In addition, a 1999 study pub-
lished in Neurological Research
showed that 237 second graders who
used piano keyboard training and
newly designed math software scored
27 percent higher on proportional
math and fractions tests than chil-
dren who used only the math soft-
ware. Similar studies continue to
emerge.

For the fifth annual survey, thou-
sands of public school and indepen-
dent teachers, school and district ad-
ministrators, school board members,
parents and community leaders, rep-
resenting communities in all 50
states, participated in the web-based
survey during January and February.

Participants in the survey answered
detailed questions about funding, en-
rollment, student-teacher ratios, par-
ticipation in music classes, instruc-

tion time, facilities, support for the
music program, participation in pri-
vate music lessons and other factors
in their communities’ quality of mu-
sic education.

The responses were verified with
district officials, and the sponsoring
organizations reviewed the data.

“We congratulate those commu-
nities that have consistently sup-
ported quality music programs in
their public schools,” said Anne
Bryant, Executive Director of the
National School Boards Associa-

tion. “They recognize the relation-
ship between academic achievement
and active participation in a music
program.”

“Moreover, in those communities,
the support goes beyond providing
financial resources; there is a broader
matrix in which students know their
achievements are recognized, val-
ued, and publicly honored, added
Ms. Bryant. “This kind of commu-
nity engagement creates a climate in
which student achievement rises to
new levels.”

YOUNG SCIENTISTS…Evergreen Elementary School in Scotch Plains hosted
its 4th annual Science Fair this month. Over 71 scientists participated this year
in Kindergarten through fourth grade. Prizes were awarded to third and fourth
grade students as follows: Grade 4, First Place — Tyree Singletary; Second
Place — Emily Nardone; Third Place — Andrew Wilson and Jessica McGovern,
and Grade 3: First Place — Madeline Krema; Second Place — Adam Bransky;
Third Place — Elise Ringel and Colleen Farrell. Ribbons and certificates were
presented to all participants. Pictured, left to right, are: first graders Maya
Mitterhoff, Sabrina Davis, and Emily London.

Correction
A press release regarding the

McKinley Elementary School Par-
ent-Teacher Organization’s
fundraising campaign to raise money
for new playground equipment con-
tained the wrong contact number.

The correct telephone number for
Playground Committee Chairperson
Tim Herzog is (908) 789-9404.

Roanoke Dean’s List
Includes Gordon of WF

WESTFIELD – Roanoke College
in Salem, Va. has placed Jacqueline
Gordon of Westfield on its Dean’s
List for the fall 2003 semester.

A 2001 graduate of Westfield High
School, Jacqueline is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon of Westfield.

She is a junior at Roanoke College,
where she is a psychology major with
a minor in elementary education.

NEW EQUIPMENT…Theresa Ackerman, Principal of the Crossroads School
in Westfield, is pictured with five of her students who are enjoying their new
Pedalo. The Crossroads Parent Organization donated this new piece of thera-
peutic equipment. The Crossroads School, part of the Union County Educa-
tional Services Commission, serves children with PDD and autism related
disorders.

N.J. Press Foundation Honors
Elisabeth Salemme of Westfield

WESTFIELD — Elisabeth
Salemme of Westfield has been
awarded the New Jersey Press Foun-
dation Scholarship and Internship. She
will receive a $3,000 scholarship and
a 10-week paid internship.

The foundation was established in
1962 as the scholarship fund for the
New Jersey Press Association.

Elisabeth has been assigned to The
Daily Record in Parsippany, where
she will work as a news reporter under
the supervision of the assistant man-

aging editor.
Ten New Jersey newspaper editors

evaluated the applications for the
scholarship. Candidates for the pro-
gram submitted essays, recommen-
dations, academic records and samples
of published work.

Elisabeth, who is a sophomore at
Bucknell University in Lewisburg, Pa.,
is currently Editor-in-Chief of The
Bucknellian, the university’s weekly
newspaper. The Bucknellian was re-
cently awarded second place in the
“Newspaper of the Year” contest spon-
sored by the Associated Collegiate Press,
under Elisabeth’s leadership. As a fresh-
man, she served as the news editor.

Elisabeth is double-majoring in
political science and journalism. She
has constructed a program for the
journalism major, which the univer-
sity does not offer. The Dean of Arts
and Sciences accepted her proposal.

Her interests will be further devel-
oped with plans to participate in a
journalism internship program in Lon-
don, England, spring 2005. The pro-
gram will be sponsored by Boston
University.

Elisabeth is a 2002 graduate of
Westfield High School. She was a
staff member of the school’s award
winning high school weekly, Hi’s Eye,
where she served as news editor. She
has also written for “The Student
View” column in The Westfield Leader.

She was the recipient of the 2002
Gail W. Trimble Scholarship, awarded
for excellence in journalism, at
Westfield High School.

GL High School Junior ROTC
Wins Multi-State Competition

WINNERS…The Governor Livingston (GL) High School’s Junior ROTC won
their first Second Liberty Brigade Drill Championship on March 6 in
Franklinville. Pictured, left to right, are: kneeling, Kristy Sullivan, Samantha
Grindlinger, Liz Dabbagh, Rebecca Gordin, Tina Chou, and standing, Phil
Dabbagh, Matt Chretien, Rob Perper, Steve Voytac, Bill Toft, Tim O’Sullivan,
Dane Finley, Hon Truppa, Bill Konicki, and Joel Merrill.

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — On
March 6, the Governor Livingston
(GL) High School’s Junior ROTC
won their first Second Liberty Bri-
gade Drill Championship.

This year’s competition, which
featured drill teams from New Jer-
sey, Pennsylvania and Delaware, was
held at Delsea Regional High School
in Franklinville.

The GL High School drill team is

competed. They placed second in the
remaining two events.

The team advisor, Lieutenant Colo-
nel Torres noted, “These kids were
very prepared for this competition.
With their many hours of practice,
I’m glad to see that they’ve come so
far.”

The GL Drill team finished as
follows: Color Guard – First Place,
Platoon Unarmed Inspection – First

comprised of 15 cadets who dis-
played their skills at regulation drill
as laid out in the United States Army
Field Manual. The GL team won the
League 4 Drill Championships in
early January and continued to train
hard for this event.

The GL team placed first in five
out of the seven events in which it

Place, Platoon Armed Inspection –
Second Place, platoon Unarmed Drill
– First Place, Platoon Armed Drill –
First Place, Squad Unarmed Drill –
Second Place and Squad Armed Drill
– First Place.

The team’s performance at this
meet capped off another successful
drill competition season for GL.

Project Homepage
Team At GL High
Completes Entry

BERKELEY HEIGHTS —
The Governor Livingston (GL)
High School Project Homepage
Team has posted its 2003-2004
project on the Internet and is
awaiting word from the judges
in two major research project
competitions.

This year, the students have pro-
posed an alternate, clean, renew-
able energy source to meet
society’s need for more electricity.

They have researched the pos-
sibility of extracting the energy
locked in the Earth’s magnetic
field. The project, entitled
“Faraday’s Dream” exploits the
fact that moving a wire through
a magnetic filed produces cur-
rent in the wire. The students’
idea is to place pairs of tethered
satellites in orbit about the Earth
to continuously provide energy
for people around the globe.

The pupils have entered this
research project in two competi-
tions, the Internet Science and
Technology Fair and TechXplore.

Student team members, work-
ing under the guidance of Dr.
Jennifer Martino of Governor
Livingston High School, include
Chandrani Mondal, Veena
Venkatachalam, Brian Wu, Jes-
sica Davisson, Alber Tsai, Larry
Yau, Ian Vo, Pedro Neto, Chris
Chan, James Muehlner, Molly
Zhang, Andrew Genaro, Marc
Campasano, Rosalie Yan, Craig
Gorin and Emily Kushner.

The GL Team’s proposal can
be viewed on the school’s
website at www.bhs.k12.nj.us
under the heading Internet Sci-
ence and Technology Fair.
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Francie M. Matthews, Ph. D. & Assoc. 
The Learning Specialists 

Trusted for 20 years in Westfield 
(908) 232-8920 

fm2learn@verizon.net 
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The

Adults $30   Seniors  $25   18 & Under  $15
Westfield High School Auditorium

For Tickets & Info Call: (908)789-9696

T
U
R
A
N
D
O
T

PUCCINI"S

or stop by NJWA at 150-152 East Broad Street in Westfield
The LOC is a division of the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts

Conducted by

Robert W. Butts

Fully Staged

April 24, 8pm

April 25, 3pm

May 1, 8pm


