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DEATH NOTICE
Jeanne Clark Rahmeyer, Equestrian;
Writer For N.J. Tourism Department

DEATH NOTICE
Evelyn Wakefield Young, 80, Teacher;
Enjoyed Family, Travel and the Arts

DEATH NOTICE
James S. Airey, 59, Retired Executive;
Navy Veteran and Sports Enthusiast

In the company of her family,
Evelyn Wakefield Young, 80, died
peacefully on February 26, 2004.

Evelyn Wakefield Young was born
at home during a snowstorm on Feb-
ruary 21, 1924 in Westfield, N.J. to
Alice Rich Wakefield and Ralph
Campbell Wakefield.

She spent her school years in
Westfield, where in high school she
was pitcher on the softball team, co-
editor of the yearbook, assistant edi-
tor of the newspaper and a member
of the National Honor Society.

Miss Wakefield followed this with
a bachelor’s degree in English at
Wellesley College, where she rowed
crew, illustrated and contributed to
many publications, and aided the
World War II effort as a crackerjack
producer of weather balloons.

She grew up summers in Truro,
Cape Cod as a girl sailor, swimmer,
clammer and hand-reel fisher girl of
flounder and mackerel. After the war,
Evelyn Wakefield led a youth hostel
bicycling trip in Europe to rebuild
hostels.

A master’s degree in education at
New York University and teacher
training at The New School (NYC)
led to a position teaching English at
Colby Junior College (now Colby-
Sawyer College) in New Hampshire.
This was followed by a job with Dr.
Tressler in NYC, where she edited
and contributed to the English in
Action series of school textbooks.

Miss Wakefield met John Young on
an Appalachian Mountain Club ski
trip — they celebrated their 47th wed-
ding anniversary last June. Together,
they raised four children in Lexing-
ton, Mass., where Mrs. Young was an
active volunteer, particularly in the
Cub Scouts and Girls Scouts, Follen
Community Church and church choir,
and Mothers’ March of Dimes.

Avidly interested in the world, she
protested the war in Vietnam by join-
ing a Mothers’ March in Washington
D.C. Before most, she recycled, gar-
dened and composted; provided
healthy foods and conserved beach
plum jelly and rose hip jam.

An active outdoorswoman, she
loved to swim, snorkel, ski, hike,
camp, row, boat, fish and body surf,
and she shared these activities with
her family.

She enjoyed and maintained the
family homestead in Truro, where
she also cared for her mother in her
mother’s later years, organized Rich
family reunions and raised money to
save Highland Light.

A wonderful yet modest artist and
photographer, she won a blue ribbon
with a photograph of beach cottages
in Truro — it was the only photo-
graph she ever entered into a contest.

Evelyn Wakefield Young was in-
terested in travel, and enjoyed expe-
riencing the local culture. When she
traveled to China with Wellesley
College in 1980, she learned basic
Chinese before she went so she could
split off from the group and speak
with the local people. Returning
from a sail around the Bahamas, she
and her daughter took a mail boat,
filled otherwise with a festive fu-
neral party. She and her husband
hiked 100 miles of The West High-
land Way in Scotland on their 25th
wedding anniversary.

She will be remembered for her
adventurous spirit, her quiet, dry wit,
her amazing breadth and depth of
knowledge, her warm and loving
nature, her love of and respect for the
earth and its people, and her relaxed
smile.

Although in her later years her life
was diminished by depression, she
could still reach people with her
warmth, and could still make them
laugh.

She is survived by her husband,
John Young, Jr. of Hanson and Truro,
Mass.; her three sons, John C. Young
of Jamaica Plain, Mass., Andrew W.
Young, his wife, Stefanie, and their
two children, of Chappaqua, N.Y.,
and George M. Young of New York
City; her daughter, Charlotte H.
Young of Arlington, Mass., and her
brother, Richard Wakefield of Se-
attle, Wash.
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James Scott Airey, 59, of Scotch
Plains died on Saturday, March 27,
at Overlook Hospital in Summit af-
ter a courageous battle with ALS,
also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease.

Mr. Airey was a veteran of the
Vietnam War, having served in the
United States Navy aboard the USS
Wasp and the USS Forrestal. He was
employed by the Coin Depot Corpo-
ration in Elizabeth for 40 years before
retiring as Vice President in 2002.

He was a member of the Campfire
Club of America; the National Rifle
Association, and the Wild Wings Gun
Club of Ocean County. Mr. Airey
was an avid softball player, having
played with the three local softball
teams. Jim loved the outdoors and
was an avid sportsman.

He was predeceased by his daugh-
ter, Katie, and his sister, Mary Jane

Airey.
He is survived by his wife, Susan

Papcun Airey; his son, Scott Airey,
and his wife, Nicole; three sisters,
Joyce Locascio, Eleanor Cosgrove
and Dorothy Shank, and one brother,
Richard Airey.

The funeral was held yesterday,
Wednesday, March 31, from the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. A Funeral Mass
followed at the Immaculate Heart of
Mary Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains. Interment took place
at St. Mary’s Cemetery in Clark.

Memorial donations may be made
to ALS Therapy Development Foun-
dation (ALS-TDF), 215 First Street,
Cambridge, Mass. 02142 or The Arc
of Union County, 1225 South Av-
enue, Plainfield 07062.
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Jeanne Clark Rahmeyer of
Westfield, N.J., wife of the late
Reinhard H. Rahmeyer, died on
March 27.

She was born and spent the first
50 years of her life in Trenton, N.J.
An accomplished rider, she partici-
pated in steeplechase and polo
events.

Mrs. Rahmeyer graduated from
the Katharine Gibbs School in Man-
hattan and also received a degree in
fashion design. She pursued a ca-
reer in writing and became gain-
fully employed by the State of New
Jersey’s Department of Tourism. She
wrote several guide books, most
notably “A Figure Eight through the
Garden State.”

Mrs. Rahmeyer, who retired to

raise her only daughter, worked on
the PTA and taught the “Great
Books” program for several years.
An avid reader and enthusiastic trav-
eler from a young age, she traveled
extensively throughout the world
for most of her life.

She is survived by her only child,
Bebbins Yudes, and son-in-law, James
Yudes, of Westfield, and her two
beloved granddaughters, Meghan
Yudes and Jeannette Yudes Stepanski.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

The family requests that dona-
tions be sent in her name to the
Humane Society or any animal res-
cue organization.
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St. Peter’s Prep Bestows
Honors to WF, SP Pupils

AREA – Four local residents
were among the 398 students at St.
Peter’s Preparatory School in Jer-
sey City recognized for achieving
First Honors, Second Honors or
Honorable Mention for the second
marking period.

Junior Brian Serzan and sopho-
more Michael Serzan, both of
Westfield, each earned First Hon-
ors. Junior Matthew Kiebus of
Westfield received Honorable Men-
tion.

Scotch Plains resident and
sophomore Andrew Bonner also
earned Honorable Mention.

To obtain First Honors, a stu-
dent must receive 90 or higher
in all courses, while an 85 or
higher in all courses must be
earned by students with Second
Honors status. Honorable Men-
tion distinction is granted to
pupils who maintain a minimum
85 average with no course grade
lower than 80.

HERITAGE DOLLS…Second grade students at Coles Elementary School in
Scotch Plains crafted heritage dolls and collages in celebration of their unique
heritages. Family members attended Nancy Gerbino’s class to share in the
presentation of projects. Children dressed dolls in the costume of their country
of heritage, and made collages of pictures of ethnic foods, costumes, flags and
places of interest from their heritage. The children also sampled ethnic foods,
such as Irish soda bread, Italian cookies, flan and plantaines.

Community News

CWF to Transition Programs
To New Location in Cranford
COUNTY — After 20 years of

providing counseling, divorce and
other support groups, as well as com-
munity education workshops, the
Center for Women and Families
(CWF) will be transitioning its ser-
vices and programs from its current

location at 1801 East Second Street
in Scotch Plains to The Counseling
Centers for Human Development
(CCHD) in Cranford.

The decision was based on the
current economic climate and rising
operating costs, according to CWF
Board President Dorothy Van Dyke.

“We have sought to align ourselves
with another excellent organization
providing complementary services,
so that our clients’ needs would con-
tinue to be served,” she said.

Spring programs for Children
Helping Children, a peer support
group for youngsters impacted by
separation, divorce or remarriage,
and divorce support groups will be
held at the CCHD, located at 201
Lincoln Avenue, East, in Cranford.

“The Men’s (Lunchtime) Divorce
Support Group” will be held Mon-
days starting April 12 from noon to
1:30 p.m. It will focus on the divorce
experience from the man’s perspec-
tive. Participants should bring a bag
lunch.

“Divorce 101: Contemplating
Separation or Divorce” will also be
held starting April 12, from 7:30 to 9
p.m. Group members will explore
feelings, fears, needs and the legal
process surrounding such life-alter-
ing events in order to make informed
decisions.

“Divorce 102: Alumni and Friends
Surviving Divorce” will be offered
starting Wednesday, April 14, from
7:30 to 9 p.m. This group will seek to
help individuals cope with new prob-
lems and unresolved issues follow-
ing separation or divorce.

To register or for more informa-
tion about any of these programs,
please call the CCHD at (908) 276-
0590. Support groups are $30 (mem-
bers) and $50 (non-members) for six
sessions.

Library Events to Salute
‘One Book New Jersey’

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will hold two spe-
cial programs celebrating One Book
New Jersey, which encourages resi-
dents across the state to read the
same book as a means of bringing
people together through literature.

This year’s chosen books include
“The Pine Barrens” by John McPhee,
for adult readers, and “How the Cat

Swallowed Thunder,” by Lloyd
Alexander, for children in kindergar-
ten through grade 3.

An hour-long program on the
children’s book will take place on
Wednesday, April 21, at 7 p.m. It will
feature stories, crafts, games and re-
freshments. Youngsters must be
Westfield Library cardholders and be
the appropriate age for the program.

In-person registration is required
and may be done at the Children’s
Desk beginning Wednesday, April 7.

Adults are invited to a book dis-
cussion of “The Pine Barrens,” fea-
turing Dr. Hubert Ling, on Tuesday,
April 20, at 7 p.m. This Pulitzer
Prize-winning book studies the cul-
tural, botanical and historical aspects
of the forested region covering about
a fourth of the state of New Jersey
and details efforts to preserve it from
urbanization.

Dr. Ling is a professor of Microbi-
ology at the County College of Mor-
ris and a research microbiologist at
DuPont and J&J.

This program is free to Westfield
Library cardholders. Advance regis-
tration is required and will begin on
Tuesday, April 6, at the Circulation
Desk on the first floor of the Library.

For more information, please call
the Children’s Desk at (908) 789-
4090, visit www.wmlnj.org on the
Internet or stop by the library at 550
East Broad Street for a copy of the
library’s quarterly newsletter.

Education News

Blood Drive to Be Held
At Westfield Red Cross

WESTFIELD – A blood drive is
scheduled for Wednesday, April 7,
from 3 to 8 p.m. at the Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross chapter house, lo-
cated at 321 Elm Street in Westfield.

A complimentary cholesterol
screening will be available for all
who donate. Walk-ins are welcome.
Donors must be at least 17 years old.
There is no upper age limit for do-
nors, provided they meet health re-
quirements.

All donors must present a signed
or picture form of identification and
know their Social Security number.
Donors are also advised to eat a meal
before donating.

For more information, please call
the Red Cross chapter at (908) 232-
7090, visit www.westfieldmtside-
redcross.org, or contact the Blood
Center of New Jersey at (800) NJ-
BLOOD, extension no. 140.

Westfield Area AARP Plans
Monday Afternoon Meeting
WESTFIELD – Westfield Area

Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons will
hold its next general meeting on
Monday, April 5, in the Presbyterian
Church Assembly Hall, located at
the corner of Broad Street and Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield.

Following the social period with re-
freshments at 1 p.m. and a brief business
meeting at 1:30 p.m., three guest speak-
ers will present a program concerning
the needs of the older person.

Trudy Karpel of Patient Needs
Solutions will discuss the use of home
health aides and Medicare assistance
for home care; Donald Cash of Elder
Care Associates will review current
information on long-term care, and
Fred Lange of the Plainfield Memo-
rial Society will highlight issues per-
tinent to seniors.

Members are asked to donate

canned and boxed grocery items for
the homeless and the needy. Com-
munity Service Chairman Skeets
Kuzmuk has commended the
chapter’s support of the Westfield
Food Pantry, noting $700 worth of
special certificates for food was given
during the holidays to benefit needy
families. The certificates can not be
used to purchase liquor or cigarettes.

Trips and Tours Chairwoman Marie
Stauder is currently taking reserva-
tions for two multi-night trips, in-
cluding “Tea in the Tulip Garden”
from April 28 to 30 and a Canadian
trip for June 14 to 18. She may be
reached at (908) 889-6769.

Additionally, a six-day, seven-
night trip to Chicago and the sur-
rounding area is scheduled to begin
on Sunday, October 10. Full infor-
mation on the trip will be provided at
Monday’s meeting.


