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Fans of The Beatles can delight
in the long-awaited George
Harrison albums in re-
mastered form, com-
plete with bonus tracks
courtesy of Capitol/
Dark Horse Records.

Some titles that fea-
ture glorious sound
and the bonus tracks,
which are all worth
having, include Thirty
Three & 1/3 (contain-
ing “Crackerbox Pal-
ace); Somewhere in En-
gland, which includes
“All Those Years Ago”
and the ethereal “Life
Itself”; Gone Troppo,
featuring the hit
“That’s the Way It
Goes”; Live in Japan
with Eric Clapton and
his band, as well as
Cloud Nine, including
“Got My Mind Set On
You” and “When We
Was Fab.”

Lost Highway
Records has two great
new EP’s from Ryan
Adams. Love is Hell Parts
1 & 2 should have been
released as one full al-
bum, but Adams continues his matura-
tion as a songwriter. Standout tracks
include, “My Blue Manhattan,” “Thank
you Louise,” as well as the Dylan title
rip-off, “English Girls Approximately.”
The title track, as well as a cover of Oasis’
“Wonderwall,” is also well done.

Another Alternative Country label
recently launched by Virgin Records
entitled Back Porch Records has four
great new albums to check out includ-
ing the latest from the talented Peter
Bruntnell.

Bruntnell’s Ends of the Earth con-
tinues the gentle rocking folk he is
known for, while the alternative band
Cracker return with surprisingly strong

Forever. While being primarily known
for their dark edgy pop tunes, Cracker

really delivers the goods on this
country-noir gem.

Back Porch has also re-
leased the latest from
Flaco Jimenez, whose
voice on Sleepytown

sounds too much like
Lyle Lovett to grab my
attention. But, I can’t
get Over the Rhine’s
lovely Ohio out of my
CD player — it is that
good.

Vagrant Records
serves up another
scorching solo offering
from former Replace-
ments lead vocalist Paul
Westerberg. Come Feel
Me Tremble contains
14 excellent hard and
mid-rocking tunes in-
cluding a fantastic ver-
sion of a highly under-
rated Jackson Browne
song, “These Days,”
covered well in the 70s
by numerous artists in-
cluding Velvet Under-
ground chanteuse
Nico, as well as Greg
Allman in the early 70s.
There is also a live
DVD out from

Westerberg’s latest tour.
The Westfield Leader and The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times received
an independent release in the mail
from Nessa Marquez, a multi-talented
artist/musician/actress. Her new al-
bum, Ready When You Are, features
beautiful acoustic guitar including a
few flamenco flourishes. Standout
tracks include, “Allemande” “One More
Tear” and “Don Pelayo.”

While I would have preferred a bit
more flamenco on some of the songs as
Marquez is a magnificently smooth
strummer, this CD is perfect for relax-
ing summer nights or any other en-
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – In mid-March, at
his North Chestnut Street home in
Westfield, Alex Schwarzer-Muth di-
rected scenes for his independent short
film, Sibling Rivalry, which would
also serve as his senior thesis.

While Schwarzer-Muth, a film stu-
dent at New York University’s
(NYU) Tisch School of
the Arts, was direct-
ing actors for a
scene shot upstairs
in his childhood
home, the film’s
producer, Iris
Jyoung, joined Pro-
duction Manager Joe
Bly and Production Coor-
dinator Maureen Abbate in comment-
ing that the film could best be de-
scribed as “an ambitious endeavor.”

Originally, for his thesis, Schwarzer-
Muth wanted to produce a “magical/
realism-type” film, similar to those
projects he pursued in his sophomore
and junior years. However, his friend,
Dan Elortegui, had written two scripts,
and the script that Elortegui did not
pick for himself ended up being cho-
sen by Schwarzer-Muth.

The 14-page script was rewritten
and tailored to reflect the Westfield
resident’s style and vision. Schwarzer-
Muth and actress Gina Savage de-
scribed the basic plot of “Sibling Ri-
valry” as “Home Alone meets Psycho.”

Revolving around a family of four,
when the babysitter cancels, the par-
ents, Steve and Catherine, decide to
leave impish Isabelle, 9, in the care of
her 12- to 13-year-old brother, An-
drew. Mayhem and bitter sibling en-
mity ensue in the small, crowded house.

Savage commented, “There are
lighthearted and funny parts, but it
shows how evil children can really get
when they take their masks off.”

The cast includes Benjamin Howes
as “Steve,” the father. Originally from
Australia, he has performed in a num-
ber of different regional theater
projects, according to Savage, who
portrays “Catherine,” the mother. She
is also a stand-up comedienne.

“Isabelle” and “Andrew,” are por-

trayed by Nicole Block, a dancer, and
Matthew Borish, who holds a starring
role on CBS’ primetime drama,
“Hack.” Matthew plays Michael
Olshansky, Jr., the son of a former
Philadelphia police officer, who turned
to taxicab driving and crime-fighting.

“The kids are incredibly smart and
gifted,” shared Savage. “They’re spunky

and enthusiastic.”
Sibling Rivalry was
cast out of New York

City, with the help
of Mike Lemmon,
a casting agent,
from Philadelphia.

Though all who
contribute to Sib-

ling Rivalry hail from
the Metropolitan area,

other local residents are involved, in-
cluding Director of Photography Jus-
tin Ott of Scotch Plains and Maureen
Abbate of South Plainfield.

In his sophomore year at NYU,
Schwarzer-Muth also used his home
and the Watchung Mountains to film
what he termed a “dream movie” about
a woman haunted by childhood memo-
ries. In his junior year, he chose the
Westfield train station, his home, an
old Scotch Plains silo and Watchung
for his next film, Christian’s Dream.

Since he had been taking the train
so frequently, Schwarzer-Muth became
attracted to the train station as a back-
drop. The script was rather straight-
forward in nature, he said, describing
it as “a color-sync film that involved
the train station, and the man running
away from the unexpected pregnancy
of his girlfriend.” Allie Jason starred as
the little girl who was in Christian’s
Dream. Sue Christiano of Westfield
was responsible in helping Schwarzer-
Muth find talented actors for the film.

Both the sophomore and junior
projects were written and directed by
Schwarzer-Muth, who noted that aside
from its proximity and convenient lo-
cation, Westfield was the backdrop for
many of his projects because it is such
“a photogenic town.”

However, Sibling Rivalry involves
“a lot of physical action,” in which the
sister and brother are almost literally at
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SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT – “Unveiling the
Image: Multicultural Woman Art-
ists” will be held at the New Jersey
Center for Visual Arts (NJCVA)
through Wednesday, May 26.

A gallery lecture will be pre-
sented on Sunday, May 2, at 2
p.m. with artists Elena Sisto and
Philemona Williamson.

The exhibition explores the con-
nections between the art of nine
contemporary Latino, African-
American, Asian-America and
Middle-Eastern American women
artists and their experiences – po-
litically, societal and person, while
being raised in, currently living in,
and/or working in New Jersey.

With their roots providing points of
departure, these artists often use im-
ages as metaphors for displacement
and for the establishment of a personal

foundation in American society.
The exhibition, which has been co-

curated by Nancy Cohen and Denise
Call, will be held in the NJVCA Gal-
lery, which is open daily from 12 to 4
p.m. Admission is free.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Fifteen-year-old

Westfield High School (WHS) fresh-
man, Stephanie Christiano was the
first place winner of the 14- to 15-
category in the Little Opera Company
of New Jersey Vocal Excellence Com-
petition for Young Artists.

Stephanie was also selected by one
of the judges to attend the Spoleto
Vocal Arts Symposia in historic Spoleto,
Italy this summer. The program will

consist of master operatic classes, as
well as vocal and performance training
with prominent Italian coaches. She
will also perform in several Italian
churches, some dating as far back as
the 12th century.

The program will end with a final
performance at the 16th century Teatro
Caio Melisso Opera House.

Stephanie is a student of Luis
Cabrera at New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts. She is also a member of The
Little Opera Company of New Jersey.
Last year, she was a member of the
New Jersey State Honor Choir and
was selected as one of only six soloists
in the state for their annual concert.
While attending Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School in Westfield, she has per-
formed in the annual musicals.

Recently, Stephanie performed in
My Sister Eileen at WHS and is a
member of the school’s Concert Choir.
She plans to pursue a career in music
and is excited to be going to Italy for
this wonderful experience.
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y — Each year, the
Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders and
the Cultural Arts and
Heritage Commission
awards monies to local arts
groups to help the organi-
zations realize their dreams.

The grants are offered to
many different types of ar-
tistic groups, includ-
ing drama, dance,
music and education
programs.

One such recipi-
ent this year is a
group that covers all
of these areas and
much, much more.

The Garden State
Cultural Association
(GSCA), based in
Union County, is a
non-profit Bengali
Indian/American or-
ganization that of-
fers a plethora of
events each year. The
group has a mem-
bership of over 120 volunteers and
the annual Durga Puja festival at-
tracts nearly 2,000 people.

Durga Puja, which,
when translated literally
means Hindu Goddess,
is a two-day festival held
in the fall and the amount
of work that does into
planning this event is fas-
cinating.

Edison resident Asit
Ray, Founding Chair-
man of the GSCA, told
The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the group pre-
pares for Durga Puja for months.
The celebration begins with a tradi-

tional religious ceremony in the
morning, followed by hours of cul-
tural events, which include a multi-

media program for children, song
and dance performances and a tra-
ditional Indian meal.

The programs vary on the
two different nights;
however, the major
theme that runs
throughout
Durga Puja is

worship of the Goddess of Durga.
Ray explained that women are

held in very high regard in Hindu
philosophy and many dif-
ferent goddesses are wor-
shipped for varying rea-
sons. The Goddess of
Durga, for instance, sig-
nifies strength.

The event attracts Hin-
dus and Americans of East-
ern Indian descent from
several states. Famous
Hindu artists perform at
the event every year.

Ray told The Leader/The
Times that a major focus of the group
is educating children in Hindu phi-
losophy. Several local schools partici-

pate in the event and the children
rehearse for months.

The GSCA has a drama pro-
gram and a traditional Eastern
Folk Dance program that com-
bines the styles of Eastern and
Western folk dancing.

The GSCA Board of Trustees
meets once a month to plan the
group’s many events, which, in
addition to Durga Puja, offer a
traditional picnic each year, a
spring festival entitled Saraswati
Puja, and “Songs of India,” a tra-
ditional concert of Hindu music.

It’s hard to imagine how Ray, a
fulltime chemical engineer, finds
the time to work so hard on a
volunteer project. However, the
pride in his voice when he speaks of
the GSCA makes it very clear that
he is driven by love of his ancestry.

Durga Puja will be held at
Plainfield High School on Satur-
day, October 16, and Sunday, Oc-

tober 17. For more information,
please visit the GSCA website at
www.gsca.us.
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CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD – Union County

landscape artists and photographers
will display their artwork at the

Cabin Fever Art
Show on Saturday,
April 3, at 2 p.m. at
Atria Cranford, a se-
nior living commu-
nity located at 10

Jackson Drive in Cranford.
Local residents Ian Dorian, Linda

Dorian, Ben Venezio and Sheilia
Lenga will join Berkeley Heights
resident and famed photographer
Nancy Ori in exhibiting. The works
of Atria Cranford’s Executive Di-
rector Doug Vocelle,  will also be
highlighted. Cranford High School
students will exhibit their artwork
and volunteer their assistance at
the show.

All art will be available for pur-
chase with 10 percent of the pro-
ceeds benefiting Meals-on-Wheels
of Union County.

For more information, please call
Fran Monteleone at (908) 709-4300.
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— Berkeley Heights resi-
dent and Kean Univer-
sity Professor of Com-
munication Disorders
and Deafness, Dr.
Barbara Lecomte, has
written a textbook for
speech language spe-
cialists and profession-
als that offers a new way
of looking at language
and speech.

The book is en-
titled “Phonetic
Transcription: A
Workbook of Exer-
cises,” and it is the
culmination of a 35-
year career dedi-
cated to speech, language and the study
of their respective disorders.

Dr. Lecomte majored in elementary
education and minored in speech pa-
thology, before receiving a master’s de-
gree in speech language pathology, from
Newark State College. She holds a doc-
torate degree in Speech and Language
Pathology from New York University.

She currently serves as a university
professor at Kean University in
Union, where she lectures on acous-
tic phonetics, developmental pho-
nology and disorders of speech pro-
duction and voice. Phonology is the
study of the relationship between
sounds and language.

“Phonetic Transcription,” contains

over 100 exercises, drills, games and
activities that teach phonological pro-

cess.
“The book is practical for
students to use, and is
paced appropriately as
well,” Dr. Lecomte told
The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

Additionally, for the last
eight years, Dr. Lecomte

has been the coordinator of
Kean University’s under-

graduate Speech, Lan-
guage, and Hearing
Sciences Program,
where she oversees
the studies of 80 un-
dergraduate stu-
dents.

“This is one area
where you can help people from cradle
to grave,” said Dr, Lecomte of her
profession. She went on to explain that
her youngest clients may be babies with
swallowing difficulties, while her older
clients may be geriatric patients suffer-
ing aphasia (the impairment of speech
affecting the ability to read and write) as
the result of a stroke.

In between may be youngsters who
need speech intervention, children who
have birth defects such as cleft palate or
Down’s Syndrome, and adults with
vocal nodules. All of these conditions
can hinder speech and language and
their development.

Dr. Lecomte has taught clinical
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Kam Cheng, who
was last heard in Broadway’s La
Boheme as “Mimi,” will star as “Liu”
in The Little Opera Company (LOC)
of New Jersey’s produc-
tion of Turandot on
Saturdays and Sun-
days, April 24, 25 and
May 1 at Westfield
High School.

“I have been waiting
a long time to play the
part of Liu and I am
thrilled to be perform-
ing with such a profes-
sional, yet community-
based company,” said
Cheng, a soprano.

Cheng’s many cred-
its include performing in Broadway’s
Miss Saigon as “Kim,” and starring
as “Tuptim” in Broadway’s recent
revival of The King & I. She has
performed in concert with the Bos-
ton Pops, Chicago Pops, Florida
Philharmonic, Houston Symphony
Orchestra, and other ensembles.

Her opera roles include “Nedda”
in I Pagliacci, “Adina” in L’Elisir
d’amore, “Pamina’ in the Magic
Flute, and “Musetta” and “Mimi” in
La Boheme. Cheng is currently Resi-
dent Artist at the Academy of Vocal
Arts in Philadelphia, where she will
be singing as “Madame Butterfly.”

“The Little Opera Company of
New Jersey is so pleased to have such
an experienced talent performing
with us,” stated Valerie Pineda, Ar-

tistic Director of the LOC. “The
young artists in our company are able
to learn so much from watching Kam
perform. This is an opportunity they

will never forget.
Cheng is not the only

professional performer
in the Turandot cast.
Tenor Juan Pineda,
who has also performed
on Broadway in Miss
Saigon, will take on the
role of “Calaf.” Soprano
Dauri Shippey, cast as
“Turandot,” holds
bachelors and masters
degrees from The
Julliard School. She is
the winner of the In-

ternational Pavarotti Competition, and
The Metropolitan Opera Auditions.

Other performers include Brazil-
ian-born bass-baritone Isreal Pessoa as
“Timur.” Pessoa is a regular performer
at the São Paulo Opera House in
Brazil.

The Little Opera Company’s fully-
staged Turandot performance dates
include April 24 at 8 p.m., April 25 at
3 p.m. and May 1 at 8 p.m. All
performances will be held in the au-
ditorium of Westfield High School.

Tickets are $30 for adults, $25 for
senior citizens, and $15 for students.
For more information and ticket res-
ervations, please call (908) 789-9696
or visit the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts on East Broad Street in
Westfield.
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