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Important Dates Told
For Upcoming Elections

Ancient Egypt to be Topic
At Next Historical Soc. Mtg.

AREA – Deadlines are fast approach-
ing for potential voters who wish to
receive absentee ballots for the Tues-
day, April 20 Board of Education Elec-
tion or to register for the Tuesday, June
8 Primary Election, Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi announced.

“Every potential voter should have
the opportunity to cast his or her
ballot for school board members and
budgets, municipal and county gov-
ernment, and U.S. Congress,” Ms.
Rajoppi said. “We want to ensure that
everyone has the opportunity to vote.”

Upcoming election dates include:
• Tuesday, April 13: Last day to
apply by mail for an absentee ballot
for the board of education election;
• Tuesday, April 20: Annual Board of
Education Election;
• Monday, May 10: Last day to register
to vote for the June Primary Election;
• Tuesday, June 1: Last day to apply
by mail for an absentee ballot for the
June Primary Election;
• Saturday, June 5: Special opening
of the County Clerk’s Office in Eliza-
beth, to apply for an absentee ballot
for the June Primary Election, from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.;

• Monday, June 7: Last day to apply
in person for an absentee ballot (be-
fore 3 p.m., Elizabeth office);
• Tuesday, June 8: Primary Election
Day. Polls open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.;
• Tuesday, June 8: Petition filing dead-
line 4 p.m. for independent candidates
for the November 2 General Election.

A pamphlet outlining all of the
important 2004 election dates, can-
didate petition filing deadlines, ab-
sentee ballot deadlines, and cam-
paign-finance report deadlines is now
available at public libraries, the Union
County Clerk’s offices in Elizabeth
and Westfield, and Municipal Clerk
offices throughout the county. The
pamphlet also includes a detachable
absentee ballot application.

“This pamphlet lists the key election
dates and other information essential
for voters and prospective candidates
for elective office,” said Ms. Rajoppi.
“With the absentee ballot application,
registered voters who are unable to
make it to the polls on any Election
Day can easily apply to receive absen-
tee election ballots at their homes.”

The County Clerk’s office can be
reached at (908) 527-4360.

WESTFIELD – The Ancient His-
tory of Egypt will be the topic of a
presentation by Hassan (Sam)
Mahmoud at the first Wednesday
luncheon of the Westfield Historical
Society at noon, Wednesday, April 7,
at B.G. Fields Restaurant, 560 Spring-
field Avenue, Westfield.

Mr. Mahmoud’s talk will explore
the ancient history of Egypt and the
records that date back 7,000 years.
He will cover the period from the
pre-dynastic era of about 5,000 B.C.,
until the beginning of the first cen-
tury A.D. He will also discuss the
achievements of this ancient civili-
zation whether materialistically, so-
cially or spiritually.

Mr. Mahmoud will show how the
records demonstrate the link between
that civilization and our current one,
and its influence on every aspect of
our life, even on our beliefs. He will
tell how this civilization grew and
matured before the ones of the
Sumerians, The Babylonians, the
Assyrians, the Hebrews, the Indians
or the Chinese.

Mr. Mahmoud said that the dis-
covery of old objects and remains
will shed more light on that vast and
rich history.

Mr. Mahmoud came to the United
States 34 years ago and has been a
resident of Westfield for11 years. He

serves on the Board of Trustees of the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra and
is a member of the Westfield Histori-
cal Society. He is a retired General
Manager (insurance), of Nissho-Iwai
American Corporation, a Japanese
Trading Company. He also held other
positions in the United States that
included managing marine insurance,
shipping, international trade and risk
management.

His business took him on exten-
sive world travels to Europe, the Far
East, Latin America and Africa,
where he was able to visit many
historical sights and museums. In
Egypt, Mr. Mahmoud visited the
Pyramids, the great temples of Up-
per Egypt and the Pharaonic tombs
of the Valley of the Kings and the
Valley of the Queens, for deep obser-
vations and studies. In Egypt, before
coming to the United States, he lec-
tured on history, political science,
marine insurance and international
trade. In the United States, he has
published several articles about his-
tory and politics in local newspa-
pers.

Regular attendees to the luncheon
will be contacted by a phone commit-
tee of the society to verify their reser-
vations. Space permitting, others may
attend the luncheon by calling (908)
233-2930 by noon, Monday, April 5.

New Name Revealed
For SP Garden Center

SCOTCH PLAINS – One of
America’s most complete and unique
garden centers of its kind has unveiled
a new company name, Parker Gar-
dens. The former Parker Greenhouses
Farm & Garden Center, is greeting a
new spring season with a more exten-
sive, vibrant selection of flowers, trees,
plants and shrubs, and garden and
home accents and accessories, ac-
cording to Steve Parker, owner of
Parker Gardens. The facility has been
in operation for over 50 years.

“For sure, Parker Gardens, is shorter
and easier to remember than our old
name,” said Mr. Parker. “It also repre-
sents a fresh start to a new spring
season during which we are increas-
ing our assortments of unique plant
varieties to satisfy the more varied
preferences of our customer base.”

He said that the 14-acre garden
center, replete with 16 greenhouses,
is welcoming customers with the
high quality selections customers
have come to expect.

“We look forward to another suc-
cessful year of serving our custom-
ers with the area’s best quality shrubs
and plants to enhance any home’s
landscape indoors or outdoors,” Mr.
Parker said.

“Many colorful annuals are already
blossoming in our greenhouses, creat-
ing a spectacular garden show for cus-
tomers who visit this time of year,” he
said. “With cold-hardy plants like
panzies already in bloom, homeowners
can get a jump start on bringing instant
color to their landscapes and quickly
cure their cabin fever.”

The Parker Gardens staff of horti-
cultural experts are available to assist
with plant selection, design and main-
tenance, as well as help in choosing
landscaping accessories, home ac-

cents, planters, hanging baskets, foun-
tains, garden sculptures, containers,
birdhouses and many other antique,
vintage and one-of-a-kind finds.

“Our staff is eager to help custom-
ers coordinate plant colors, designs
and textures to accommodate their
specific needs,” he said.

Parker Gardens also provides ex-
pert landscaping design and installa-
tion services to home owners. Free
gardening seminars are scheduled
throughout the spring and summer
seasons, and the center will present an
updated website in the near future.

“We believe that customers will
look at our new name not only as
something easier to say and remem-
ber, but also as a renewed commit-
ment to their total satisfaction,” Mr.
Parker said.

Parker Gardens in located at 1325
Terrill Road, Scotch Plains. For more
information, please call (908) 322-
5555 extension 5 for directions or
no. 6 for special events.

HATS OF THE PAST…The Osborn Cannonball House Museum, located at
1840 Front Street in Scotch Plains, will be open to visitors from 2 to 4 p.m. this
Sunday, April 4. A collection of vintage hats for men and women, spanning a
period of more than 150 years, will be on display. Costumed docents will give
tours of the museum and there is no admission fee. Pictured, left to right, are:
Bonnie Pisane, Darlene Palombo and Connie Klock. All are members of the
Historical Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

Tom Jardim Appointed
To Ceasefire NJ Board

Steven Cole Makes
Commandant’s List

At Air Force Academy
SCOTCH PLAINS – Air Force

Cadet Steven Cole has earned honors
with placement on the Commandant’s
List at the U.S. Air Force Academy,
Colorado Springs, Colo., for demon-
strating excellence in military lead-
ership qualities and maintaining a
3.0 or better military performance
average for a semester.

The academy is a four-year mili-
tary institution of higher learning that
provides instruction, education, train-
ing and experience in academics,
military training, aviation and air-
manship programs, physical training,
athletic conditioning, and spiritual
and ethical development to all cadets.

Steven is pursuing a bachelor of
science degree in social sciences and
has been selected to be the third
group training noncommissioned
officer. The position is second in
charge of training for a quarter of the
cadet wing, or roughly 1,000 cadets.

He is the son of Carol and Bob
Cole of Scotch Plains. Steven is a
year 2000 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

WESTFIELD – Former Westfield
Mayor Tom Jardim has been named
to the Board of Trustees of Ceasefire
New Jersey, New Jersey’s gun vio-
lence prevention organization.

Mr. Jardim joins a 25-member
board that includes former Acting
Governor Donald DiFrancesco and
former U.S. Senator Robert Toricelli.

Ceasefire New Jersey is a non-parti-
san, volunteer organization whose
members seek to lower the level of gun
violence in New Jersey and the coun-
try. Established in 1988 by The Rever-
end Jack Johnson, Ceasefire New Jer-
sey includes members throughout the
state who represent a cross-section of
racial, religious, professional, politi-
cal and age groups. The goal of the
organization is to make New Jersey
safer by decreasing the proliferation
and the misuse of firearms.

Since its successful effort to gain
New Jersey’s landmark Assault
Weapons Ban in 1993, Ceasefire New
Jersey has enjoyed many successes,
most notably enactment of the
nation’s first Childproof Handgun
Law in 2002. Some of the
organization’s current goals include
opposing any weakening of New

Jersey’s restrictions against carrying
concealed weapons, supporting a ban
on the cheap “junk” guns (or “Satur-
day Night Specials”) that are a major
component of violent crime and sup-
porting federal enactment of a law
limiting legal purchases of handguns
to one per month.

In addition to his tenure as mayor of
Westfield, Mr. Jardim has an extensive
record of civic involvement. He has
served as the President of the Union
County League of Municipalities, as
an officer with the Portuguese Ameri-
can Congress of New Jersey and an
Advisory Board of Trustees Member
of Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside, New Jersey.

He currently serves as a member
of the Board of Trustees of the
Westfield Foundation, the Westfield
Interfaith Community Preservation
Association, the Westfield Neigh-
borhood Council and the Morristown
Community Theatre. He is a found-
ing member and current secretary of
the Raritan Valley Line Rail Coali-
tion, a coalition of municipal and
county officials, rail advocates and
commuters. He is also a member of
the President’s Council of Emerging
Leaders of the University of Rich-
mond, in Virginia.

As a member of the Ceasefire New
Jersey Board, Mr. Jardim looks forward
to making homes, schools and commu-
nities safer from gun violence.

Lucent Wins $75 Mil.
Telecommunications

Contract in Iraq
WASHINGTON, D. C. – Rep-

resentative Michael Ferguson, (R-
NJ), announced Wednesday that
the Pentagon has awarded Lucent
Technologies a $75 million con-
tract to repair and modernize tele-
communications systems in Iraq.

The Defense Department contract
was awarded in conjunction with the
Coalition Provisional Authority
(CPA) in Iraq. Lucent will be respon-
sible for updating and repairing Iraqi
telephone and wireless services.

Earlier this year, Rep. Ferguson
wrote a letter, signed by the New
Jersey congressional delegation,
to the CPA urging it to award the
telecommunications contract to
Lucent. He called CPA’s Program
Management Office in Baghdad
on Lucent’s behalf.

Lucent’s corporate headquar-
ters is in Murray Hill, which is in
the Seventh District that Rep.
Ferguson represents.

“This important contract rec-
ognizes Lucent’s history and cur-
rent leadership in telecommuni-
cations,” he stated. “Lucent is a
proven leader in software and data
technologies, and with this con-
tract, the Defense Department is
recognizing its success.”

Hypertension Clinic
Posted For April 12

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will hold its free
monthly Hypertension (high blood
pressure) Screening Clinic on Mon-
day, April 12, from 10 a.m. to noon.

It will be held in the Community
Room of the Scotch Plains Library,
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

The intent of the clinic is to iden-
tify new cases of high blood pres-
sure. People over age 30 who smoke
or are overweight, have a family
history of heart disease or diabetes,
and have not had their blood pres-
sure checked recently are urged to
attend.
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To find out more and open an account, visit your local Chase branch at:
302 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-9789

Choose the right bank.
Get the right gift.

$100
Gift Certificate

Offer may be withdrawn at any time. The website www.chaserewardcertificate.com is owned, operated and maintained 
by GiveAnything.com, Inc., an independent third party, and not Chase. Chase neither endorses nor guarantees any of the
products, services or promotional offers available from third-party providers. $100 will be reported as interest on your
year-end 1099 tax form.

This offer not redeemable at merchant locations.

© Copyright 2004  JPMorgan Chase Bank. All rights reserved. Member FDIC.

Switch to Chase checking with Interest and Direct Deposit,
and get a $100 gift certificate — then choose your own gift
from hundreds of great stores, restaurants and more.

Open a Chase checking account
with Interest and Direct Deposit—
before April 9.

Get your $100 certificate instantly!

Visit www.chaserewardcertificate.com 
and choose from thousands of gifts at
hundreds of great places.
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For nearly 50 years, K. Hovnanian® has been delivering 
superior quality and value and as a result, more homes
than any other builder in the Northeast. Tens of thousands
of families have chosen K. Hovnanian® for very important
reasons: More home for your money. More quality and 
amenities. More fine craftsmanship. It’s more than how great K. Hovnanian® homes look, it’s how they make you
feel. People just feel more confident and more comfortable with K. Hovnanian.® In short, more at home. Is it any
wonder that K. Hovnanian® is known as the first name in lasting value?
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UNION COUNTY, NJ Scotch Plains

THE RESERVE
NOW OPEN!

PRE-CONSTRUCTION PRICING!

Money Isn’t All You’re Saving

All prices are base prices and subject to availability. Priced by location. Prices subject to change without notice. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U. S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout 
the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

Find your new home at

CALL ONE OF OUR SALES CENTERS OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DIRECTIONS TO ALL OF OUR COMMUNITIES. OPEN 10 TO 6 DAILY. 
MORTGAGE FINANCING PROVIDED BY K. HOVNANIAN® AMERICAN MORTGAGE, LLC. K. HOVNANIAN® IS A BUILDER OF FINE HOMES IN NEW JERSEY, PENNSYLVANIA, TEXAS, 

NEW YORK, WASHINGTON D.C., MARYLAND, VIRGINIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, NORTH CAROLINA, OHIO, WEST VIRGINIA, ARIZONA, FLORIDA & CALIFORNIA

DO YOU OWN LAND? Talk to K. Hovnanian® about development possibilities. Call (888) KHOV-HOME

khov.com®
Find your new home at

khov.com®
Find your new home at

The Reserve is an intimate community of 100 townhomes presented by 
K. Hovnanian® at Scotch Plains, Inc., ranging in size from approximately 
1,800 to over 2,000 square feet. These wonderfully crafted homes feature 
2 - 3 bedrooms, 21⁄2 bathrooms and a one-car garage. Located in desirable 
Scotch Plains, The Reserve is nestled between Watchung and Westfield. 
The Watchung Reservation, with its woods, lakes, streams, meadows and trails, 
are just steps from your back door. The Reserve offers residents easy access to
major highways and mass transit and convenient commuting to New York City.
Historical sites, golf courses and other recreational facilities are all within 2 miles.
Scotch Plains features an excellent school system as well as quality shopping, 
dining and entertainment. 

Magnificent townhomes in beautiful 
Scotch Plains from the upper $300’s.  

(908) 490-1421

Artist’s rendering.


