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Devil Lax Boys Rely
On Defensive Crew

He will bat cleanup.
“Kevin has a good head on his

shoulders. He knows how to attack
different hitters. He calls a real good
game. This year, I am going to let
him call the pitches again. The only
time I will interfere is when I want
something in particular,” said
Baylock.

Senior Tri-Captain, leftfielder Kyle
Baker, who led off last year and
batted .355, will bat in the number 3
spot. He will be one of several Raid-

ers who will steal many bases this
season.

“Kyle works real hard in every-
thing he does, whether it’s fielding,
batting or weight room. He goes all
out all the time. That’s what makes
him such an asset to our team. He
will be in the 3 hole and, hopefully,
driving in most of our runs.”

Junior Chris D’Annunzio, in his
third varsity year, will handle short-
stop and bat second in the lineup. Last
year, he batted .308 and did spend
some time on the mound in relief.

“He’s learning how to play the
game. His arm strength is a lot stron-
ger, so it’s going to help him with
balls hit in the hole,” said Baylock.
“He might see some pitching too.”

Batting in the seventh spot will be
senior Jared Montagna who had a
.333 average last year. Junior John
Maloney will play first base and bat
fifth, senior speedster Ed Zazalli will
play second and bat ninth and senior
Tri-Captain Andrew Mulvee will play
third but could backup behind the
plate if necessary.

“John (Maloney) is a very good
fielder and has a real good stick,”
mentioned Baylock.

Senior Tri-Captain and speedster
Matt Powers will occupy centerfield
and bat in the leadoff position.

“He’s our runner,” hinted Baylock.
Junior Mike DiNizo will play right

field and bat in the sixth spot.
“It’s going to be a test to see how

fast they adapt to varsity pitching,”
added Baylock.

Due to their home field not ex-
pected to be playable until April
15, the Raiders will open away
against Bishop Ahr today and will
travel to North Hunterdon on Sat-
urday, April 3.

Raider Diamond Boys Must
Adjust to the Varsity Level
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CRUZ, PETROW, SHERIDAN SET TOADD TEAM POINTS

Blue Devil Track Girls to Mix
Talent With Numbers to Win

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After a very productive winter track
season, the Westfield High School
(WHS) spring track girls expect to
fortify every aspect of their team
with a fine blend of “across-the-
board” talent and a multitude of more
than 100 personnel. Although known
primarily for their depth in middle
and long distance events, the Blue
Devils also expect to receive many
team points from their sprint and
field teams.

“We have been working on devel-
oping each aspect of the team.
Westfield’s always been know for
its distance program, but now we
have a full set of sprinters, hurdlers,
jumpers and our field team has grown
to the point now where we are defi-
nitely making a difference,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Nancy Carpenter
pointed out. “We are trying to estab-
lish ourselves as a pretty well-bal-
anced team. A team, this big, allows

us that opportunity. I think we are
going to be somebody to be reck-
oned with.”

Adding to the team’s positive out-
look is the success of the 58 strong
winter track girls who set nine WHS
records. “Jen (Coach Buccino) had
a very successful season with the
indoor group,” said Carpenter. “They
are in the best shape they’ve ever
been.”

Of the 48 sprinters, seniors Jennell
Carter and Mika Cruz, part of the

six-person captain crew, along with
Ja’net Tiller will be the base of a
solid crew that includes freshmen
Meredith Kender and Kristina
Cofone.

“They have looked great on the
track. We are about six deep,” said
Carpenter.

Last year, at the county tourna-
ment, Cruz sailed 16’4” in the long
jump to surprise even herself.

“She’s going to be a major con-
tributor, hurdling, long jumping. She
is dynamic! She is a technician and
she does it when it counts,” ex-
pressed Carpenter.

Senior captains Alison Petrow and
Caroline Sheridan combined to set
some WHS records in the shot put
relay during winter track and will
head a group of 28-32 girls in the
field events.

“They had a terrific season in-
doors and have broken several school
records. I think this is going to be the
year for them. It’s all about progres-

sion and they have been improving
constantly. To win track meets in
Union County, you’ve got to have
field teams and we do. We finally are
competitive,” stated Carpenter

High jump specialists, senior cap-
tain Amanda Nehring and junior
Britany Mironovich, will also con-
tribute a number of team points.

The Blue Devils, however, will
still rely in their rock solid middle
distance and distance girls led by
juniors Emily MacNeil (400, 800
meters and 4x400 relay), who fig-
ured in five WHS records in winter
track, and Annie Onishi.

“Emily is coming off a great win-
ter season,” said Carpenter. “She
was injured at the end of last spring
season, so she really didn’t get to
finish the way she wanted to. She
wants to come back. She’s a hard
worker and she has a lot of talent, so
I think we are going to see some
good things from her.”

“Annie will be the leg of the 4x400,
run the 800 and run the mile,” said
Carpenter. “She is very versatile.
She leads by example on the track.
Running cross country last fall and
coming into her third-straight sea-
son is really going to pay off for
her.”

Senior captain Deenie Quinn
(1,600 and 3,200) “is our diehard!
Deenie is one of the finest young
women we have come to our pro-
gram. Her times are outstanding. I
think she is going to peak at the
right time.”

Of the six, team captains, Car-
penter happily stated, “I couldn’t
ask for six better leaders.”

“The goal of ours (coaching staff)
is to develop each aspect of the
team,” stressed Carpenter. “You can
have all the runners in the world, but
if you don’t have any representation
out there, jumping or throwing, you
will win some, but you may not win
it all. We’re looking to win it all!”

WF Track Girls Named
All-UC Team of Year
The Westfield High School girls

indoor track team has been selected
as the Union County (UC) “Team
of the Year” by The Star Ledger.
The Blue Devils swept the UC Re-
lays and the UC Track and Field
titles. Blue Devil junior Emily
MacNeil (800 meters) and the four-
some of MacNeil, Annie Onishi,
Meg Driscoll and Jennell Carter
(4x400 meters) made the All-Union
First Team.

Onishi (800 meters) received All-
Union Second Team honors while
Driscoll (800 meters) and Deenie
Quinn (3,200 meters) made the
Third Team. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood’s Aja Bundy (400 meters),
Mary Shashaty (3,200 meters) and
the Raider 4x400 team made the
Second Team while teammate
Meaghan Kelly (400 meters) made
the Third Team. Governor
Livingston’s Chrissy Sidie (1,600
meters) made the Third Team.few games will be our preseason, just

getting in rhythm and finding out
who belongs where.”

Others, Brian Gallagher, attackman
Andrew Schott and Dave Iazoni, “had
a little bit of varsity time last year and
need to fill in those roles,” added
Benaquista.

Seniors, midfielders Jordan
Lofredo and Alex Regenstreich, and
attackmen Greg Kivetz and Kyle Yost
are waiting for their opportunity.

“We need these guys to step in and
show it’s their turn to play. One thing
we have been preaching is we are a
team, especially this year, because
when you use a lot of guys, you’ve
got to gel together as a team,” com-
mented Benaquista who added, “I’m
counting on a good year. We are
going to, obviously, grow as a team
because more and more kids will get
varsity experience.

The Blue Devil’s home opener will
be against A. L. Johnson today fol-
lowed by a home game against
Hillsborough on Monday, April 5.
On Saturday, April 10, at 4 p.m. the
Blue Devils will host a showdown
with state power Summit.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
CROSSING FIRST…Emily MacNeil
will be the heart of the middle dis-
tance events for the Blue Devil girls
this spring.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDER TEAM CAPTAINS…Senior Tri-Captains Matt Powers, left, Kyle
Baker, center, and Andrew Mulvee will be assisted by a fine group of baseball
players who won the Union County Junior Varsity Tournament last year and
finished their season undefeated.
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Westfield
Spacious sunny home features 11 

rooms, 5 bedrooms, 4 baths, and 

gourmet kitchen. Located on pretty 

tree lined street. 

Offered at $769,000. 

Westfield

Westfield  
Totally updated impeccable Colonial 

has 10 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 4.1 

baths, kitchen with granite 

countertops, boxed-beam ceiling in 

living room and dining room. 

Asking $829,000.

Westfield  

Westfield
Close to schools, town and NYC 

transportation, wonderful 9 room 

Victorian has 5 bedrooms, 3.1 

baths, and beautiful deep property. 

Presented at $1,175,000. 

Westfield

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EXPECTING A FINE SEASON…Six team captains have been selected to lead
the Blue Devil girls to a successful track season. Pictured, left to right are: front
row, Mika Cruz, Alison Petrow and Jennell Carter; back row, Amanda
Nehring, Caroline Sheridan and Deenie Quinn.

Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate
Direct Dial: 908-301-2029

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

Don’t miss your opportunity to schedule a private appointment
Or visit my website:

www.NJTopHomes.com for a Visual Tour and the Property Brochures.

www.NJTopHomes.com RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Fanwood . . . Lead a charmed life in this English Country Cottage situated on a
picturesque street and still within walking distance to the NYC Train.  The epitome
of Town & Country rolled into one, this storybook home is set on a generous lot
that boasts its own fish pond.  An artful balance of Old World and New World
design, the important updates include a premium roof designed to imitate the
original, central air conditioning & a newer gas furnace.  This house has been loved,
and You will love it too!  This exceptional home can be yours for: $450,000

C O T S W A L D  C O T T A G E

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


