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By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Many experts had high expecta-
tions for the young Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School basketball
team this season and ranked them
very high, but the Raiders kept on a
steady and patient pace of develop-
ment to finish, 16-10. The team fea-
tured primarily three seniors, two
juniors and three sophomores on their
starting lineup.

“Overall I thought it was a very
successful year,” said Raider Head
Coach Dan Doherty. “We were never
going to live up to the expectations

put upon us by many and we didn’t
try to. We just went out and tried to
become a better team every game,
and we did. I don’t remember the last
time that we had a 16-game winning
season, but I believe this was the
second time in 30 years. Our major
goal was to win the Watchung Con-
ference, and we did.”

The Raiders got off to a 10-2 start
and had victories over Alabama and
New York before losing to Florida in
the Delaware Holiday tournament.

“We were very aggressive and full
of confidence,” said Doherty. “We
got off to a competitive start but
became a little shaky when Derrick
Caracter was hurt for a five-game
stretch.”

On February 12, the Raiders
clipped No. 14 Plainfield, 74-71, to
clinch the conference.

“It was right after the seedings came
out,” said Doherty. “The seniors came
out and told me that we were the ninth
team in the county, so we turned
around and knocked off the No.2 team
in the county the next day.”

After swamping Rahway, 75-51,
in the preliminary round of the Union
County Tournament, the Raiders
were eliminated by top-seeded St.
Patrick, 71-59.

“It was a very exciting game and
we gave it everything we had,” said
Doherty. “The game was tied with
about six minutes to go, but we just
ran out of gas and they pulled away
with about two minutes left.”

In the opening round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 tourna-
ment, the Raiders delivered Voorhees
a, 65-36, spanking then catapulted
past No. 9 West Morris, 78-59, in the
quarterfinals before being out-pointed,
78-59, by Raritan in the semis.

“It was the most hostile crowd and
toughest place to play in the state
although it was a great atmosphere,
but they played better that night,” said
Doherty. “They were a hot team and
they showed it by winning Group 3.”

Caracter, the 6’9" forward, fin-
ished with 19.2 points-per-game
(ppg) and averaged 13.8 rebounds
per game.

“He’s perhaps the most talented
big man I have seen and coached at
the high school scene in a while,”
commented Doherty. “The pressure
on him was immense and he handled
it very well. Taunts and heckling
continually followed him, but he just
went on about his business. He’s
very mature on the court with that.”

Sophomore center Lance Thomas
finished with 17.3 ppg and averaged
eight rebounds per game.

“Lance is a coaches dream,” said
Doherty. “He does whatever needs to
be done. He’s continuously works
hard, plays every spot and just gets
better and better in each and every
game. He’s got the whole package.”

Senior Sean Fuller, junior Lakim
Lockery and sophomore Mike
Johnson shared duties at guard.

“A lot of people had problems with
them and they gave it everything they
had,” explained Doherty. “Fuller
brought a lot of leadership and expe-
rience. He hit some clutch shots that
won two big games. He’s a very tena-
cious and very emotional individual
and he really gets the team going.”

Lockery, an outstanding football
player, was beset by injury. “Although
still injured through most of the sea-
son, he gave us a nice physical pres-
ence,” noted Doherty. “He was a great
defender and he played the point guard
position very unselfishly.”

PERLMAN, EGAN, CALLAHAN NAMED TEAM CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Boys Add Strength
In Numbers to Track Program

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Over the past three years, the
Westfield High School boys track
and field team has been adding num-
bers to its program and the results
have been promising. Although this
season will be good, the real promise
still seems to be in the near future
since 97 of the 125 Blue Devils are
sophomores and freshmen.

“We have talent but we are young,”
pointed out Blue Devil Head Coach
Jack Martin. “We’ve had a tremen-
dous increase in the last few years,
especially the last two years. This is
the third season where we’ve had a
record number of kids.”

The Blue Devils expect to be their
strongest in the middle distances,
long distances and the pole vault.
With such a large number of under-
classmen, the sprint events and field
events are presently up for grabs.

Seniors Brendan Egan, Sean
Perlman and Sean Callahan have been
named team captains. Egan is the
heart and soul of the middle dis-
tances – 400 and 800 meters and the
4x400 meter relay team. Last year,
Egan was the 400-meter champion at
the Watchung Conference National
Division meet and placed second in
the 800 meters.

“He has done more running in the
early season, so I think he will be

stronger in the 800. Last year, he was
right around two minutes. We are
looking for him to lead the way,” said
Martin.

Junior Jake Brandman will be an
asset in the 400 and sophomore Kris
Kagan will be strong in the 800 and
1,600, and juniors Scott Steinberg
and Rob Broadbent will add strength
in the 400 and 800 events. Seniors
Josh Dennerlein and Perlman will
compete in the intermediate hurdles.

Two juniors, Mike Gorski and Mike
Woods, will be among the county
elite in the pole vault. During winter
track, Gorski cleared 13 feet and
Woods cleared 12’6”. With both on
their game, the duo could prevail at
the county relays.

“We are looking at the middle
distances being our strength and, in
the field, the pole vault is by far our
strongest,” said Martin.

A very pleasant find is sophomore
Jeff Perrella who recorded a 4:29
mile during winter track. He will
also compete in the grueling 3,200-
meter event.

“Jeff wasn’t a part of our cross
country this year, but he will defi-
nitely be on cross country next year.
Rob Broadbent, who is our top cross-
country kid, will be called upon in
the middle distances,” added Martin.

Presently, senior Jeff Whitney is
the top Blue Devil in the 200 meters.

Heading the long jumpers will be
senior Roche Landolf who has sur-
passed the 19-foot mark. Junior Tom
White will be heaving the shot put,
junior Jeff Pazdro will toss the jav-
elin and sophomore Tyler McCubbin
will compete in the high jump.

The Blue Devils open their season
at the Kearny Relays on April 3. The
event, however, will be held in
Morristown. The first regular-season
meet is at Scotch Plains-Fanwood on
Tuesday, April 6. The Blue Devil
Classic is set for Saturday, April 17.

“Right now, we have a lot of inex-
perienced kids on the team. There’s
so many it’s hard to give names. We
should have a pretty good idea what
we have by the 17th,” said Martin.

FOCUS NEXT SEASON  WILL BE ON BIG MEN CARACTER, THOMAS

SP-F Raider Boy Cagers Finish, 16-10,
Complete Season on a Big Upswing

Johnson “is destined to become
better and better once he builds up
the confidence,” mentioned Doherty.

Senior guard Martese Gilliam added
a very physical presence. As to senior
forward Michael Walker, Doherty
said, “He just bangs, rebounds, blocks
shots, covers guards and did whatever
we needed him to do.”

Junior Jeff Marable did a great job
when called upon from the bench.
Gavin Ford, a tremendous athlete
according to Doherty, demonstrated
incredible leaping capabilities is ex-
pected to do well next year. Kyle
Gates worked very hard on the off-
season and is expected to be a huge
factor next year.

“They’re a great group of kids and
they’re great to coach,” summarized
Doherty. “We really look forward
and anticipate big things next year,
although it will be tough losing those
three seniors. As a team, it was a big
learning lesson with what we went
through and I believe next year we
will start doing something.”

Fred Lecomte (past files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLOCKING THE SHOT…Raider sophomore center Derrick Caracter, right,
blocks the shot of an East Side Red Raider.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinance as follows were passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting thereof held on March
30, 2004.

Bernard A Heeney
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1831

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE TOWN CODE OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD CHAP-
TER 13, “MOTOR VEHICLES
AND TRAFFIC” BY AMEND-
ING CERTAIN PROVISIONS
THEREOF

1 T - 4/1/04, The Leader Fee: $16.83

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CAPTAINS OF A LARGE CREW…Tri-Captains, Sean Callahan, left, Brendan
Egan, center, and Sean Perlman will guide a crew of 125 Blue Devil boys in track
in field this season. The Blue Devil boys appear to be strongest in the middle
distance and pole vaulting events.
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209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Scotch Plains $399,900 Scotch Plains                                          $1,200,000

Fanwood $399,000 Westfield                                                   $995,000

Adorable cape with colonial flair.  3 second floor bedrooms, formal
dining room, finished basement.  Definitely not a drive-by.  WSF0199

Spectacular colonial completely renovated & expanded.  5 bedrooms,
4.1 baths, great with fireplace, quality kitchen.  WSF2978

Fabulous 4 bedroom, 2 bath colonial in move-in condition.  Roof
raised ‘02, new kitchen, ‘03, 2 zone gas heat, cac and more.  WSF0224

Spacious split.  5 bedrooms, 2.1 baths, master suite with walk-in closet
& private entry w/home office potential.  WSF0190

Elegant CH colonial.  4 bedrooms, 2.1 baths, 2 fireplaces, family room,
rec room, state of the art kitchen and more.  WSF0185

Very spacious expanded ranch.  Step-down living room, dining room
with chair rail, kitchen with Corian counters & much more.  WSF0212

Scotch Plains                                            $399,900

Westfield                                                   $809,900


