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SP Planning Bd. OKs
Two Minor Subdivisions

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Planning Board
on Monday night approved two mi-
nor subdivision applications that will
lead to the construction of four new
homes.

In a meeting that lasted barely an
hour, the board first gave its approval
to an application by Gentemp, a part-
nership, to subdivide a 100 foot-by-
100 foot lot at the corner of William
Street and Coles Avenue into two 50-
by-100 lots, on which would be built
two single-family homes.

Next, the board approved Romano
DiNizo’s application to subdivide a
property at 1997 Prospect Avenue,
raze an existing house on the lot and
then construct two new four-bed-
room homes.

The board put off until next month
the continuation of a hearing to con-
sider Cuni Investment Corporation’s
application to subdivide a lot located

between Algonquin Drive and
Princeton Avenue, situated behind a
doctor’s office at 2314 South Av-
enue, into two separate lots and then
make improvements to the parking
lot that serves the office building.

In July, the board, in response to
concerns raised by Algonquin Drive
residents worried about increased
traffic on their street, which would
serve as an entranceway into the
parking lot, asked Cuni to submit
revised plans.

Planning Board member Robert
LaCosta said on Monday night that
he had seen the revised plans and that
the Algonquin Avenue entrance has
been eliminated, with the only in-
gress and egress being from South
Avenue.

Board Secretary Barbara Horev
told board members that, “a few of
the neighbors have come in” to in-
spect the revised plans “and were
very happy.”

‘Fanny Wood’ to Greet Visitors
To Downtown Festival Sunday

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Yes, Virginia, there really is a
Fanny Wood, and she’ll be on hand
once again to greet visitors to the
eighth annual Fanny Wood Day cel-
ebration this Sunday, September
28, from noon to 5 p.m. in
Fanwood’s downtown.

By now a fall tradition in the
community, the festival will take
place along South and Martine Av-
enues. The rain date is the follow-
ing Sunday, October 5.

As always, there promises to be
something for every age, interest
and palate, including popular foods,
displays by merchants and crafters,
and youth activities. According to
Mayor Louis Jung, at least 75 ven-
dors are expected to participate in
this year’s event.

Welcoming all to the festivities
will be Fanny Wood herself, also
known as Tonya Francesca Cama,
an actress and former model who
will portray the folklore heroine
for the sixth time this year.

A Fanwood resident for 11 years,
Mrs. Cama was first asked to play
Fanny Wood by former Mayor
Maryanne Connelly, who origi-
nated the festival. A daytime soap
opera veteran, Mrs. Cama had also
been a member of the now-defunct
Philathalians theatre group, which
was based in Fanwood.

Originally from Brooklyn, Mrs.
Cama spoke to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times this week about
her deep affection for both the bor-
ough and Fanny Wood Day, which
she feels offers a nostalgic glimpse
at a less complicated, bygone era.

 “I think it has an aura about it of
yesteryear,” she remarked. “I think
this yearly event brings back a feel-
ing of ‘remember when things were
nicer, when things were better.”

Among the scheduled Fanny
Wood Day activities are a
Moonwalk, Trackless Train, Fire
Truck Slide, Rock Climbing Wall
and pony rides. Clowns, Sponge
Bob and Bob the Builder are also
expected.

Live musical entertainment will
be featured throughout the day,
starting at 12:15 p.m. with Silk
City, a string band that performs a
mix of bluegrass and folk music.

The ensemble includes Fanwood
Memorial Library Director Dan
Weiss on guitar and vocals, Larry
Cohen playing bass and Barry
Mitterhoff on mandolin.

Also on the bill is Grammy Award
winner Tom Chapin, who will  per-
form his Family Show beginning at
1:30 p.m. Mr. Chapin garnered a
2002 Grammy for Best Spoken
Word Album for Children.  Round-
ing out the musical fare will be a
disk jockey from 1 to 4 p.m.

An Apple Pie Baking Contest, open
to Scotch Plains and Fanwood resi-
dents, will be held as well. Entrants
should bring their pies, plus an index
card with their name, address and
telephone number and the recipe on

the back, to the South Street Cafe,
217 South Avenue in Fanwood, be-
tween 11:30 and 12:30 p.m. on Sun-

day. For more information, please
call Tom Bader at (908) 322-0200.

This year’s event will also offer a
Children’s Fingerprinting program
conducted by members of the
Fanwood Police Department, a 50/
50 drawing and a Classic Car show.
More than 60 vintage vehicles are

expected to be showcased in the
west end of the Fanwood train sta-
tion parking lot.

While most hallmarks of the fes-
tival will return, the Little Miss
Fanny Wood Day contest will not
take place this year. Helen Ling,
the owner of Enchantments, will
be away and unable to organize the
event. However, she has vowed the
contest will be back again next
year, “bigger and better than ever.”

This year’s event will be particu-
larly special for Mrs. Cama, since
her 80-year-old mother, Rose Marie
Palone, is expected to attend for
the first time.

Mrs. Cama, a self-described ro-
mantic at heart, said she enjoys
playing Fanny Wood, whose ori-
gins remain a mystery and who has
inspired several legends.

 “I become the person and the

“I think this yearly event
brings back a feeling of
‘remember when things
were nicer, when things
were better.”

- Tonya Francesca Carna,
Fanny Wood

        Fred K.  Lecomte for  The Times
A HERO’S WELCOME…Returning home from a tour of duty in Baghdad and receiving a standing ovation prior to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood football game in Scotch Plains on September 20 are Marine Freedom Fighters from left: Private
First Class Brad Bedford of Fanwood, Lance Corporal Stan Pearson of Fanwood and Lance Corporal David Laverty of
Scotch Plains.  Staff Sergeant Gregory W. Taylor (right) is the United States Marine Corps recruiter.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Isabel Causes
Power Outages
In FW and SP

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The outer edges of Hurricane
Isabel touched Central New Jer-
sey last week, but except for
strong wind gusts and an un-
scheduled day off for local stu-
dents, Scotch Plains and Fanwood
fared pretty well.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
schools were closed on Friday,
following a windy night that
knocked out power at Terrill
Middle School and Coles El-
ementary School.

Scotch Plains Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins said there
were a handful of power outages
in the Martine Avenue-Cooper
Road neighborhood as well.

He told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the Thurs-
day night winds had resulted in a
few downed trees and power lines.
But the less-than-expected rain-
fall meant no street or basement
flooding.

“It could have been a lot worse,”
he said.

Crews from the Department of
Public Works spent the days fol-
lowing the storm clearing downed
tree limbs on local streets.

Fanwood Mayor Louis Jung
told The Times that his borough
was “very fortunate” in that only
three small areas lost power for
any extended time.

“We were all set for the worst,”
he said, noting that local emer-
gency management and Public
Works personnel had prepared
for a much-fiercer storm.

The worst aspect of the storm,

Refinancing of $6.7 Million
Senior Housing Bond OK’d

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

It is expected that Scotch Plains’
annual fall leaf pickup will get un-
derway in early November, depend-
ing on weather conditions and how
many leaves have fallen by then. The
Scotch Plains Township Council ac-
cepted a bid for leaf pickup at its
meeting on Tuesday night and also
approved a resolution allowing the
municipality to use a county facility
in Springfield for leaf disposal.

The council awarded a contract to
Nature’s Choice for the hauling of
leaves this fall. For the past several
years, S. Rotondi & Sons has per-
formed this task, but Nature’s Choice
submitted a bid of $2.22 per cubic
yard versus Rotondi’s bid of $2.39.
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
said it’s expected that 25,000 cubic
yards of leaves will be collected.

Township officials anticipate be-
ginning the pickup on Monday, No-
vember 3, although the effort could
begin before or after that date, de-
pending on weather conditions in
late October and early November
and on how many leaves have fallen
by late October.

Mayor Martin Marks said town-
ship trucks will try to make three or
four passes through town.

Some of the collected leaves will

be stored temporarily at Jerseyland
Park until they are disposed of at a
county site in Springfield.

In other business, Mayor Marks
said on Tuesday night that those
Scotch Plains residents whose ad-
dress formerly fell under the 07090
zip code need to make sure that their

billings, subscriptions and other of-
ficial papers contain Scotch Plains’
07076 zip code.

Certain township addresses fell
under Westfield’s 07090 zip code
until several years ago, when the
07076 designation was applied to all

First SID Meeting
Held in Township

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The steering committee looking
into whether Scotch Plains’ down-
town area would benefit from estab-
lishment of a Special Improvement
District (SID) held its first meeting
on Tuesday night, with a consultant

telling a dozen businesspeople about
the importance of working as a team
rather than pushing pet projects.

Seth Grossman, a consultant with
Cooperative Professional Services in
Newark, was hired by the township in
June to advise about setting up a SID
for the downtown business district.

That same month, he led a meeting
to provide business owners with ini-
tial information about the potential
benefits of a SID and how it might
assist in boosting the fortunes of a
business district striving to compete
with neighboring downtowns as well
as nearby shopping malls.

A SID is a legal designation of a
particular area in which additional taxes
are levied in order to finance business
district improvements. Presently, more
than 70 SIDs have been set up in New
Jersey since their creation was autho-
rized by the state in 1984.

The first such district was organized
in Cranford in 1986, with the latest, in
Washington Borough, having been
set up in the spring. Unlike many state-
authorized programs, SIDs are locally
organized and managed independently
of state government and, to a great

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
ENJOYING THE DAY…Don Wussler of the Lion’s Club looks on while
Stephanie, Ralph, Amber and their dog Tiki enjoyed the weather during the
annual Scotch Plains Day on Saturday.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
SEVELL AND SULIGA…State Senator Joseph Suliga spoke at the announce-
ment of the Sevell Farm being bought by the County for open space. This
property will remain a farm, where people from the community can go to see
what life was like in a simpler time.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
PERSERVED FARMLAND…The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
announced the purchase of the 23-acre Sevell’s Ponderosa Farm in Scotch Plains
on September 24. This Farm will now be preserved as open space for generations
to come, and not be developed.

Sen. Suliga Comments
On Open Space, Arrest

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

District 22 State Senator and former
Union County Freeholder Joseph
Suliga sat down with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times on Wednes-
day afternoon after he, and the Union
County Board of Freeholders, an-
nounced the preservation of the 23-
acre Sevell’s Ponderosa Farm in
Scotch Plains.

Senator Suliga is Co-chairman of
the Senate Environmental Commit-
tee, which he “never envisioned,” is
pleased to see this parcel of land
preserved.

The $10 million purchase will be
paid for through Union County’s
Open Space, Recreation and His-
toric Preservation Program, with
matching funds from the state Green
Acres Open Space fund.

According to the senator, Green
Acres funding has been increased by
$15 million this year.

The land will be preserved as a
farm with some recreational space
for picnics and events.

Senator Suliga said that this pur-

chase is “huge because of develop-
ment concerns” in Scotch Plains. He
added that development creates traf-
fic and impacts the quality of life.

Regarding his recent arrest in At-
lantic City’s Trump Marina casino,
Senator Suliga stated that, “it will all
be resolved.”

He confirmed that he was at the
casino for the evening with friends
and stated that he is “not a gambler.”

The senator refused to comment
further on the incident saying his
attorney, Edward Kologi, would not
permit him to remark.

Senator Suliga was arrested and
received summonses for harassment
and causing a public inconvenience,
the complaints were signed by a West
Caldwell woman and the casino, re-
spectively.

The senator is also working on a
bill that would allow video lottery
terminals in the racetracks. The bill
is currently in committee.

Senator Suliga told The Times that
this alternative would allow the state
not to increase taxes and could bring
in up to $1 billion in revenues a year.
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Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.
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Fanny Wood

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com

Let the 
Hayrides Begin!

Hours
7 days 9am-6pm 
Hours
7 days 9am-6pm 

524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

Two Big Events this week...
Our fall pumpkin picking, pony rides, 

hayrides, and haunted house start 
Saturday.  Bring in a can of food for 
our food drive and receive a FREE 
hayride. 

Save $$$ on our Giant Fall Sale. All 
trees and shrubs have been reduced 
20%-70%. Take advantage of these 
savings now thru Sept. 30th. (Please 
excuse the silliness of the Hay Pun).

Two Big Events this week...
Our fall pumpkin picking, pony rides, 

hayrides, and haunted house start 
Saturday.  Bring in a can of food for 
our food drive and receive a FREE 
hayride. 

Save $$$ on our Giant Fall Sale. All 
trees and shrubs have been reduced 
20%-70%. Take advantage of these 
savings now thru Sept. 30th. (Please 
excuse the silliness of the Hay Pun).

Giant Fall Sale
All Trees & Shrubs

20-70% Off

Giant Fall Sale
All Trees & Shrubs

20-70% Off

David

Williams

Hay...

Win
$500 in

our Scarecrow 
Contest

Details online
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Publisher’s NotePublisher’s NotePublisher’s NotePublisher’s NotePublisher’s Note

NNNNNew Subscription Ratesew Subscription Ratesew Subscription Ratesew Subscription Ratesew Subscription Rates
As of October 1stAs of October 1stAs of October 1stAs of October 1stAs of October 1st

There will be a modest increase in subscription rates as of October
1. The new rates will be $28 for one year, $52 for two years and $76
for three years. A college subscription will be $20 per year. Anyone
wishing to renew or extend their subscription prior to October 1,
may do so at the old rates. Please call us at (908) 232-4407; mail to
Leader/Times , P.O. Box 250, Westfield, NJ 07091 or go to
www.goleader.com/subscribe.

Further Testimony Heard Regarding
Parking Lot Near Temple Emanu-El

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- During the fourth
special meeting of the Westfield Board
of Adjustment to hear the application
for a parking lot adjacent to Temple
Emanu-El the temple concluded their
testimony and UNITE (United Neigh-
bors Investigating Temple Expansion)
began demonstration.

Testimony was heard from Traffic
Safety Officer Sergeant Terence
Gillespie of the Westfield Police De-
partment. He testified that during the
High Holy Days no parking signs are
posted on one side of the street because
of heavy parking on side streets. He
said that this is for safety reasons be-
cause with both sides of the streets
lined with cars emergency vehicles
cannot gain access.

According to Sergeant Gillespie, no
signs are posted during regular services.

He also testified that several of the
side streets do not have sidewalks and
that they are not as well lit as East
Broad Street. He said that it is his
opinion that a parking lot is safer than
having people cross the street.

Temple’s traffic expert Joseph
Staiger, a principal in Atlantic Design
and Traffic Engineers, was the next
person to offer testimony. He said that
his firm performed traffic and parking
counts during the High Holy Days of
2002, as well as one day in February
and another in May of this year.

On September 7, 2002 there were
176 cars parked on Linden and Jefferson
Avenues and East Broad Street within
a one-block radius of the temple. Forty-
five cars were in the temple parking lot.

On September 15, 2002 they counted
25 cars in the parking lot and 66 ve-
hicles on the street in the afternoon and
46 cars in the lot that evening and 102
automobiles in the street.

On September 16, 2002 his firm
counted 54 cars in the parking lot and
104 cars on the street.

This year, on May 3, 107 cars were

counted on the East Broad and Wells
Streets and Jefferson and Linden Av-
enues during a double bar mitzvah.

Mr. Staiger stated that the new 150-
space lot would be “essentially self-
sufficient” on a regular basis with
spillover into the street on High Holy
Days. He said that the lot would have a
service level rating of C to D, on a scale
of A through F, and those are accept-
able levels of service.

Some members of the board ques-
tioned the empty spaces in the parking
lot during the High Holy Days to which
Temple Executive Director Carolyn
Shane responded.

According to Ms. Shane, temple
members can apply for permits for the
lot if they are disabled or elderly, and
only those members may park in the
lot during the High Holy Days.

Town Planner Blaise Brancheau
questioned if the exit from the parking
lot should be changed to allow left
turns, which it currently prohibits, to
alleviate delays upon leaving.

Mr. Staiger suggested that during larger
events a police officer could direct exit-
ing traffic allowing a left-hand turn.

UNITE attorney James Flynn called
Westfield real estate broker and ap-
praiser Jeffery Koal as his first witness.

Mr. Koal said that a parking lot would
have negative effects on the property
values of those adjacent to it. He said
that, based on his experience, there
would be a 10 percent negative ad-

justment.
Mr. Koal cited two homes that were

sold in the past year on Fairacres Av-
enue; one at 779, directly adjacent to
the temple property, which was sold
for $515,000; and another on the oppo-
site side of the street at 748, which was
sold for $586,000.

According to Mr. Koal, the homes
sold approximately five months apart
and were similar in size with almost
identical assessments. He said that the
price difference is due to the fact that
one is adjacent to the temple. Mr. Koal
also testified that he had not been in-
side either of the homes.

Mr. Brancheau questioned if on street
parking had an effect on property val-
ues, to which Mr. Koal responded that
it was built in because prospective
homeowners are aware that the temple
is present.

Mr. Koal also testified that property
values in the area are “already high”
and that removing the on street parking
would not have a major effect.

Board Chairman Vince Wilt ques-
tioned if there was an impact on prop-
erties from the banquet hall the temple
has. Mr. Koal said that there was “no
question” and that people will often
congregate in a parking lot to talk after
an event.

UNITE will continue with their tes-
timony at the next meetings on Mon-
day, October 27, and Tuesday, October
28, at 7 p.m.

the mayor said, ended up being the
number of downed tree branches,
which necessitated a special branch
pickup last Sunday.

Fanwood residents were alerted
via TV-35 to place loose branches
and brush at their curbs on Friday
and Saturday, and much of the spe-
cial collection was completed on
Sunday, the mayor said.

Scotch Plains addresses. However, Scotch
Plains mail with the 07090 zip code
continued to be automatically forwarded
to Scotch Plains.

Mayor Marks said that transition pe-
riod is coming to an end, making it
important for affected residents to ensure
their official mailings contain the proper
zip code.

The council passed an ordinance au-
thorizing the Scotch Plains Senior Citi-
zen Housing Corporation to refinance
bonds issued in 1993 to construct the
senior housing complex at the south end
of Martine Avenue.

Councilwoman Coronato explained
that the 1993 bonds were sold at a higher
interest rate than is presently available.
Refunding the $6.7 million in bonds at a
lower rate, she said, will save fees and
interest payments.

The council needed to take this action
because, even though the housing corpo-
ration is an independent entity, the town-
ship government is the guarantor of the
bonds.

A number of events are scheduled in
Scotch Plains in the coming weeks. With
the Mayor’s Gala set for Friday, Decem-
ber 5, nominations for Charitable Orga-
nization of the Year, as well as Male and
Female Volunteers of the Year,  are due by
the end of this month.

Nominating forms can be picked up in
the Recreation Department at the Mu-
nicipal Building.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The annual Health Fair will be held on
Saturday, October 18, from 8 a.m. to 12
p.m. at the Municipal Building. A variety
of screenings – vision, blood, hearing,
diabetes, cholesterol and blood pressure
– will be available for free, according to
Councilwoman Coronato. Overlook Hos-
pital will also provide, for a $10 fee, bone
density scans.

Pre-registration is necessary for this
service and can be completed by calling
(908) 322-6700, extension no. 1309.

Also on October 18, at 10 a.m., the
Village Green at the corner of Park Av-
enue and Front Street will be dedicated as
Alan Augustine Memorial Park, in
memory of the former Scotch Plains
Mayor and State Assemblyman who died
two years ago.

A fountain presently being constructed
in the center of the park will also be
unveiled, said Councilwoman Nancy
Malool, who noted that Mr. Augustine
was Mayor when the Village Green prop-
erty was acquired by the township using
state Green Acres funding.

The council also passed resolutions
honoring James Keefe, Richard Rodbart,
Kenneth Siegel, Harold Knox, James
Hart and James Durkin, all of whom are
retiring from the Union County
Prosecutor’s office after several decades
of service.

Township Attorney Douglas Hansen
called all six men “great lawyers who are
great prosecutors.”

Refinancing of $6.7 Million
Senior Housing Bond OK’d extent, local government oversight.

The budgetary priorities for a SID
will be created by the business commu-
nity. Normally, the special assessments
to fund the SID are attached to each
property; most towns use the property
tax formula to calculate the levy.

Tuesday night’s committee meet-
ing was more introductory than de-
cision-making in nature, with 12 lo-
cal business owners in attendance.

Calling a SID “one of the most
effective and unique forms of commu-
nity development,” Mr. Grossman em-
phasized that local businesses would
have total control of where and how
the additional tax levies would be
spent. He also said it was important
that members of the business commu-
nity work together as a team and warned
against those looking at a SID as a way
of getting a particular project com-
pleted or to fix a particular problem.

Members of the steering commit-
tee will meet regularly in what is
anticipated to be a several month
process.

Mr. Grossman told the committee
that his function as consultant will be
to “help you go through a process to
allow you to use the SID statute prop-
erly,” come up with ideas and goals
“and then to put them into action.”

If the committee ultimately de-
cides to proceed with the establish-
ment of a SID, it would first present
a report to the greater business com-
munity before asking the Township
Council to formally establish it.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SID Meeting

Horace R.Corbin for The Times
EATS!…Scotch Plains residents stop to enjoy the food at the annual Scotch
Plains Day celebration sponsored by the Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
A LITTLE LAMB…Children enjoy the petting zoo at the annual Scotch Plains
Day celebration on Saturday.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
BALLOONS GALORE…Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks, left, hands out
balloons and literature for his District 22 State Senate campaign at Saturday’s
Scotch Plains Day festival.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
WHIRLWINDS…Cooper Road was one site of many  where downed trees and
branches fell in the Scotch Plains and Fanwood area during Thursday night’s
storm caused by Hurricane Isabel.

Results of Standardized Tests
Reported for WF Public Schools

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Students in the
Westfield public school district scored
well above federally mandated bench-
marks in a battery of tests administered
during the 2002-2003 school year.

Juniors at Westfield High School
(WHS) took the High School Profi-
ciency Assessment (HSPA) in the spring
of 2003. The HSPA tests students’ abili-
ties in the areas of Language Arts and
Mathematics, and a passing score is
required for graduation.

In the Language Arts category, 99.7
percent of students tested scored above
state standards. Of those students, 32.8
percent scored in the “Advanced Pro-
ficient” class, a drop from 46.7 per-
cent last year. WHS students fared
similarly well in the Mathematics cat-
egory, as 98.3 percent of students
earned scores that clear state stan-
dards. Of that group, 52.4 percent
scored in the Advanced Proficient cat-
egory, a score that climbed from 47.5
percent last year.

Students in the eighth grade took
the Grade Eight Proficiency Assess-
ment (GEPA) this spring. Like the
HSPA, the GEPA tests students’
knowledge of Language Arts and
Mathematics.

At both Edison and Roosevelt Inter-
mediate Schools, 99.5 percent of stu-
dents scored above state standards in
Language Arts. The two schools show
a noticeable discrepancy in their Math-
ematics scores.

At Roosevelt, 94.6 percent of those
tested earned scores above state stan-
dards, while only 86.3 percent at
Edison achieved the same mark.

In addition to these tests, third and
fourth grade students took the New
Jersey Assessment of Skills and

Knowledge (NJ ASK) test this spring.
The test was new at the fourth grade
level, and the district has not yet re-
ceived the scores.

Pupils with learning disabilities took
the Alternate Proficiency Assessment
(APA). Students who took this test are
enrolled in Individualized Education
Programs and represent less than 1
percent of overall test takers.

Currently, students in grades 3, 4, 8,
and 11 are tested each year. In spring
of 2005, fifth and seventh grade stu-
dents will begin being tested, and sixth
graders will join them in spring of
2006.

Standardized testing now occurs
under the umbrella of the No Child
Left Behind Act, a piece of federal
legislation signed into law by Presi-
dent George W. Bush on January 8,
2002.

One of the main tenets of the act
calls for individual school districts to
be held accountable for the test scores
of their students. The act mandates
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in
test scores. AYP culminates in 2014,
when all school districts will be ex-
pected to have 100 percent of their
students at proficient levels.

Within AYP guidelines, there are sepa-
rate measurable objectives for different
student subsets, such as different racial
and ethnic groups, economically disad-
vantaged students, students with learn-
ing disabilities, and students with lim-
ited English language proficiency.

Each of these subsets must achieve
average scores that meet or exceed
state standards. If a school’s students
come in below the proficiency mark,
the school will be termed “deficient.”

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wil-
liam Foley took issue with the re-
quired benchmarks, saying, “A school
shouldn’t be called deficient if one
subgroup is below the standard,” and,
“It’s not a realistic appraisal” of how
a school is doing.

“I think what we’re seeing is an over-
ambitious law that, over time, is going
to be retooled. In test results received
thus far, the Westfield School District’s
students have both met and exceeded
2003 benchmarks,” said Dr. Foley.

Board of Education President Arlene
Gardner said, “We’re doing nicely,
and we can do better.”

Members of the Long Range Plan-
ning Committee have devised a list of
community members to invite to be a
part of the formulation of the district’s
next Strategic Plan. The first meeting
of this group will take place on Satur-
day, November 1.

The process of creating a new Stra-
tegic Plan for the district will involve
breaking the group of 50 people into
smaller groups that will then focus on
a specific area of community interest.

Much of the discussion in these
groups will center around the recently
released results of the Board of
Education’s 2003 Survey, which can
now be found on
www.westfieldnj.com. School board
members will lead the groups, and
then be responsible for finding ways
to meet the goals the group sets.

Board member Kimberly Rhodes
cautioned the board, saying, “Our goal
is to listen and not direct community
values.”

Dr. Foley questioned the wisdom of
a new plan for financing a proposed
parking deck in Westfield. In the plan,
certain areas near where the deck
would be built would be designated as
“redevelopment zones.” Residents in
these areas would be part of a “Pay-
ment in Lieu of Taxes,” or PILOT
program.

While this proposed plan would al-
low the deck to be built without in-
creasing taxes on Westfield citizens,
residents in redevelopment zones would
be giving their taxes directly to the
municipality, bypassing the schools.

Depending on how many homes are
in the redevelopment zones, the propo-
sition could cause serious budget con-
cerns for the Westfield school district.

The arrival of Hurricane Isabel last
week caused schools in the district to
use its first snow day. Fire Chief John
Castellano advised Dr. Foley to close
the schools early on the morning of
September 19. Chief Castellano’s main
concern was the presence of downed
trees and power lines in the area.

Back to School Nights were sched-
uled for the night of September 18, but
all after school activities were can-
celled as Governor McGreevey had
declared a state of emergency. The
cancelled Back to School Nights were
rescheduled for September 24.

part,” said Mrs. Cama, adding that her
husband, Philip, and grown daughter,
Tonya Anne, are equally enthusiastic
about her role. “I’m just here to remind
(people) that Fanny never went away;
she’s here.”

Chaired by Neil Schembre, the Fanny
Wood Day Committee also includes
Leslie Cunningham, former Fanwood
Councilman Bob McCarthy, Ken
Fischer, Don Wussler, Lieutenant Ri-
chard Trigo of the Fanwood Police
Department, Mayor Jung, Councilmen
Andy Calamaras and David Trumpp,
former Mayor Connelly, Director of
Public Works Raymond Manfra and
Downtown Revitalization Coordinator
Clayton Pierce.


