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Tara Pankiewitz

Tara Pankiewitz
Physical Education Teacher, Evergreen and

McGinn Elementary Schools, Scotch Plains

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 25
Hometown: Garwood
Education: Ms. Pankiewitz re-

ceived a Bachelor of
Science Degree in
Exercise Movement
Science and Health
from William
Patterson University
in Wayne.

Previous Experi-
ence: She was a stu-
dent teacher in the
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood public
school district before
interviewing for her
current position.

I Knew I Reached
My Students When: “I’m a big
advocate in sportsmanship,” said
Ms. Pankiewitz, adding that teach-
ers and students will tell her that
they are cheering for others, not
necessarily worrying about win-
ning or losing, but rooting for each
other in all subject areas.

What I Love About the School
District: Although she does not
have previous experience in an-
other school district, Ms.
Pankiewitz said, “Everyone has
been warm and welcoming wher-
ever you go whether they are in
your school or subject area or not.”

Favorite Topic to Teach: “I like
to do cooperation unit, where there
is basically teamwork, sportsman-
ship and cooperation taught to the

students. It’s the first unit I start the
year with. If the students don’t
have cooperation skills, then they
can’t be successful in any other
areas.”

The Future of
Education in
America…When
asked specifically
about the impor-
tance of exercise,
participation in
sports and the ongo-
ing battle children
encounter with obe-
sity in our nation,
Ms. Pankiewitz said
it is an issue that
needs more atten-
tion. “I definitely
think there could be

more focus on it because kids are
still sitting at home more excited
about their Xbox than joining a
sport or playing in the backyard
and getting exercise.”

My Goals as an
Educator…“Developing a suc-
cessful program where parents and
community can get involved in
keeping the students healthy.” Ms.
Pankiewitz would like to organize
a family fun night, which empha-
sizes physical education skills and
the importance of good health.

Home Life: Engaged to be mar-
ried to Damien Knob on August 7,
2004. “He proposed at work last
year second to last day of school in
a tuxedo. The whole district knew
about it!”

Sportscaster Loves the Game,
But Has Tough Time Playing It

By JORDAN D. ZAKARIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Another school year is upon us,
and, inevitably, that means the start
of varsity sports once again. Ahh, the
small-town flavor of it all, the boys
wearing their football jerseys to
school the day before the big game,
the girls in their field hockey and
tennis skirts and soccer shirts, which
are pleasing to a multitude of fresh-
man boys’ eyes.

Almost everyone is participating
in his or her own sports activity,
trying to earn a letter to put on a
ridiculous coat that, had they not
gotten enough time on the varsity
playing field, they wouldn’t be caught
dead wearing. But isn’t that the joy
of high school sports?

Well, maybe for the athletes, but
not for me. The real joy of high
school sports, for me, is poetry of the
words describing the plays behind
the microphone.

Whether it is football, basketball,
baseball, field hockey or softball, the
TV-36 crew and I bring the ever-
demanding public many of the games
throughout the year. I get droves of
fan mail asking how I attained this
high, glamorous position and how I
manage to challenge John Madden
and “Monday Night Football” for
ratings.

However, I can’t respond to them
all, so I would like to explain just how
I found myself in the announcers’
booth rather than the playing field.

Starting with my first T-ball prac-
tice, I was a bundle of sports-loving
energy. However, all the enthusiasm

in the world could not make me a
good baseball player; my small size,
slow foot and bat speed and general
lack of hand-eye coordination helped
put an end to my dreams of diamond
glory at an early age.

However, my skills, or lack-
thereof, helped my coaches find my
true talent: I warmed the bench in the
cold March mornings with the ex-
citement that I brought to the park
with me, keeping the bottoms of my
teammates warm and ready for the
game.

Those days on the benches un-
locked another talent of mine: play-
by-play commentating (or so my his-
tory re-writing ego likes to think).
Either with a partner, who was usu-
ally a benched teammate or a
teammate’s brother, or by myself, I
would announce the game in all of its
sloppy glory. I learned new baseball
vocabulary and catch phrases to in-
crease my entertainment-value, all
the while creeping closer and closer
to Vin Scully proportions.

I took my love of sports and talk-
ing about them into high school, and,
coupled with my budding love for
reading about both player develop-
ment and sports business, I began to
think about the sports world as a
serious option for a future career. I
began to take television and broad-
casting classes at school, and was
asked by my television teacher to do
play by play for my school’s varsity
sports on our town’s television sta-
tion.

From there, it’s all history, as is
Westfield High School’s viewership.

CERMONIAL MARCH…The Junior ROTC at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
in Edison march in preparation of the unfurling of the Freedom Flag during a
9/11 commemorative ceremony. The flag raising was completed by Plainfield
resident Michael Kallner, left, Scotch Plains resident Lexi Correll, second from
left, and Head of School Chris Williamson, not pictured, while the rest of the
honor guard stood at attention.

Learning Disabilities Group
Schedules Open House, Fair
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Learning Dis-
abilities Association (SP-F LDA)
will host an Open House and In-
formation Fair on Monday, Sep-
tember 29, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at
Evergreen Elementary School in
Scotch Plains.

Parent members of the organi-
zation will answer questions and
offer assistance, while coffee and
refreshments are served.

Information materials, includ-
ing website addresses and news-
letters from local, state, private
and non-profit organizations, will
also be available.

Children are also invited to at-
tend. They may meet new friends,
work on crafts and share refresh-
ments.

“This year, the SP-F LDA will
continue to host monthly programs
featuring speakers with a broad
spectrum of expertise – occupa-
tional therapists, psychologists, ad-
vocates and others – who are here

S.A.R. Meeting Slated
For September 30

WESTFIELD – The West Fields
Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution will meet at 8 p.m. on
Tuesday, September 30, in the Com-
munity Room of the Westfield Mu-
nicipal  Building, located at 425 East
Broad Street. Members of the public
are invited to attend.

William Lipkin, an Adjunct Pro-
fessor in the History Department at
Union County College, will be the
featured speaker. He will present a
program on the long controversy over
the Bill of Rights before, during and
after the Constitutional Convention.

The convention met on May 25,
1787 at Independence Hall in Phila-
delphia and, after considerable dis-
cussion and debate in the new Con-
gress, the Bill of Rights was ap-
proved on December 15, 1791.

New Music Teachers Join
Calderone School Staff

EAST HANOVER – The
Calderone School of Music in East
Hanover and Springfield began its
fall semester on September by wel-
coming several new teachers to meet
the growing student body which tal-
lies approximately 2,000 pupils.

The school offers private lessons
on all instruments and voice,
Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7
for preschool children and those not
yet ready for private instruction. The
new staff members will be among
those providing private instruction
with the comprehensive curriculum
of the school.

A bassoon and contra-bassoonist
with symphony orchestras and cham-
ber ensembles, Christian Beuchler
holds a master’s degree from Eastman
School of Music.

Michael Callahan is a vocal and
choral specialist with a Bachelor of
Music degree at Eastman, and con-
ducts choral clinics.

Professor Tamara Cashour, a vocal
coach at Manhattan School of Music
and the New York Actors Studio and
therapy at Columbia University, has
a Bachelor of Arts from Columbia
and a Master of Arts degree from
New York University.

Christopher Dragotta, a saxophone
recording artist, holds a Bachelor of
Arts from Rutgers University. He is a
winner of the Manhattan School of
Music Jazz Performance Scholarship.

 A performing percussionist from
the Nashville and New York area, Jay
Harrell holds a Bachelor of Arts from
The University of North Carolina.

Karen Jesson, a classical pianist
and performs in chamber ensembles,
holds a bachelor degree from The
University of Michigan.

Professor Marina Kouzmenkova,

a cellist, graduated from the
Belarussian State Conservatory with
a degree in cello performance. She is
a performer and ensemble specialist
with vast experience.

Brendan Merrick, a graduate of
Brigham Young University, is a clas-
sical pianist and performer.

Professor Maria Mykelenko holds
a Bachelor of Arts from The Univer-
sity of Michigan with studies at the
New England Conservatory and
Julliard in violin performance. She
composes for string ensembles and
performs with Julliard Chamber Or-
chestra, Tanglewood Orchestra,
Spoleto Festival Orchestra, among
others.

Anna Ratcliff, who holds a Bach-
elor of Arts from The University of
Illinois, is a Kindermusik and musi-
cal theater specialist and choir direc-
tor.

Dr. Oleg Rutkovsky of the Mos-
cow Conservatory has performed on
worldwide tours as a soloist and also
as concertmaster and first violinist in
many orchestras. He also performs
on Broadway and is a recording art-
ist.

Benjamin Wood is a jazz guitarist
who performs and records on bass as
well. He holds a degree from The
University of North Carolina and has
studied at Berklee College of Music.

For more information, please call
(973) 428-0405 or visit http://
calderoneschoolofmusic.com/

First Ladies to Be Discussed
By Nat Bodian at Luncheon
WESTFIELD – Nat Bodian,

Cranford author and presidential his-
torian, will discuss the lives, person-
alities, and accomplishments of
America’s First Ladies of the 19th
century, at the first Wednesday lun-
cheon of the Westfield Historical
Society at noon on October 1.

The program will be held at B.G.
Fields Restaurant, 560 Springfield
Avenue in Westfield.

In his 11th talk before the society
and his sixth discussion related to
America’s presidents, Mr. Bodian
will provide fascinating, in depth
and unusual facts about all of
America’s First Ladies from Martha
Washington through the last First
lady of the 19th century, Ida
McKinley.

One of the highlights of his pre-
sentation will be the numerous
“firsts” of the various presidential
wives, including the first to appear
on a postage stamp or U.S. currency,
the first who lived to see her husband
elected but not inaugurated, the first
to have a child married in the White
House, the first who had been her
husband’s school teacher, the first
who held a regular job in a business

establishment and the first wife who
was a college graduate.

The discussion will also include
all the “stand-in” First Ladies for a
bachelor president, presidents who
were widowed and those whose wives
were incapacitated.

Mr. Bodian will relate stories
about the wife who helped her hus-
band write his speeches, the former
school teacher First Lady who had a
library and the first cooking stove in
the White House and the first to
place a Christmas tree in the White
House.

He will also discuss the presiden-
tial wife who married her husband
twice, the wife who replaced the
White House staff with purchased
slaves to save money, the hillbilly
wife who smoked a long-stem corn-
cob pipe, the wife who banned alco-
hol in the White House and the story
behind the First Lady to be called a
“First Lady.”

Regular attendees of the luncheon
will be contacted by telephone to
verify reservations. Space permit-
ting, others may attend by call (908)
233-2930 by noon, Monday, Sep-
tember 29.

S. Plains Teacher Participates
In Special Fulbright Program

SCOTCH PLAINS – Anthony
Arno, a fourth grade teacher at
McGinn Elementary School in
Scotch Plains, traveled to Tokyo,
Japan this summer as a participant in
the Fulbright Memorial Fund (FMF)
Teacher Program.

A Whitehouse Station resident, Mr.
Arno was selected from a national
pool of over 2,500 applicants by a
panel of educators to earn this honor.

The Fulbright program allowed
Mr. Arno the opportunity to travel to
Japan for three weeks in an effort to
promote greater intercultural under-
standing between the two nations.

He received a practical orientation
on Japanese life and culture and met
with Japanese government officials
and educators. Mr. Arno traveled out-
side of Tokyo, having direct contact
with Japanese teachers and students
during visits to primary and second-
ary schools, as well as a teachers
college. He also visited cultural sites
and local industries in addition to a
homestay with a Japanese family.

Mr. Arno’s initial interest in apply-
ing to the program stemmed from his
experience this past year in a district-
wide initiative on Lesson Study.

“Lesson Study is a popular Japa-
nese process where teachers closely
observe the progression of a specific
lesson from one classroom to the
next,” said Mr. Arno. In essence, the
focus is on the child during an obser-
vation instead of the teacher.

“I’m going to Japan to study a
process that actually originated in
America over 100 years ago with the
Progressive Education Movement,”
added Mr. Arno.

In his website, www.class4a.com,
Mr. Arno keeps students and parents
informed about the latest activities
taking place in the classroom.

“The website is a big commit-
ment,” he said, “but I believe it offers
both current and former students and
opportunity to drop in and check out
the latest developments that are tak-
ing place in the classroom.”

One week, Mr. Arno created an
imitation of the CBS series “CSI,”
complete with a body outline and
students behind the police line tape
taking Polaroid pictures of a soon-
to-be-cleared crime scene.

“At the end of the day, it’s all about
motivating the kids,” said Mr. Arno.

“I’m very fortunate to teach in a
district that truly supports profes-
sional development for teachers. I’ve
done a lot of unusual things to sup-
port the goals and objectives of our
district, from having students bike
2,000 miles aboard a computerized
bicycle in the classroom while hon-
oring historic Route 66 to the annual
escape out of a straight jacket during
an enrichment program celebrating
the history of magic in America,”
said Mr. Arno.

“My district has always supported
me, which is probably one of the
most important lessons to remember
as a perspective administrator,” he
concluded.

Mr. Arno is attending Kean Uni-
versity, where he studies educational
administration. Upon returning from
Japan, he will be appointed as the
Program Director for the middle
school enrichment program at
Rutgers University’s TEEM Camp.

Henry Rutgers Society
Welcomes Dr. Glassman

MOUNTAINSIDE – Dr. Ronald
Glassman, Ph.D., M.P.H., of
Mountainside was recently inducted
into the Henry Rutgers Society, an
honor which fewer than a half per-
cent of Rutgers graduates even
qualify.

Among the reasons Dr. Glassman
was inducted, was in recognition for
over 20 years of healthcare-related
service to the residents of New Jer-
sey.

Dr. Glassman is director of Ivy
League Clinical Hypnosis Center of
Mountainside and Montclair.
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Pizzo and Quale Help
Acclimate New Pupils
AREA – Storey Pizzo of Berke-

ley Heights and Erin Quale of
Scotch Plains, members of the Goon
Squad at Syracuse University (SU),
were among over 450 students who
helped new freshmen during Syra-
cuse Welcome 2003 week, the ori-
entation period.

The Goon Squad, which was es-
tablished in the 1940s, spreads
school spirit and helps incoming
freshmen adjust to college life.
Volunteer upperclassmen, like
Storey and Erin, assist new stu-
dents and their parents as they move
into residence halls.

In addition to unpacking vehicles
and moving new students in, mem-
bers also answer questions and pro-
vide campus directions to new stu-
dents and their families throughout
the Syracuse Welcome week.

Storey is a sophomore in SU’s
College of Arts and Sciences, while
Erin is a senior at the same school.

WHS Student Confronts
Fears About Next Four Yrs.

By ABBY M. BRAMNICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

I have never been one to leave the
comforts of my home. You could call
me a truehearted “homebody.” The
thought of leaving home for longer
than a few days scares me to death. I
am a senior. Leaving my home for
four years terrifies me.

Knowing I had one chance to face
this fear, I applied to the Advanced
Placement (AP) Summer Art Program
at Skidmore College in Saratoga
Springs, N.Y. I went for a month to
develop my portfolio. I lived like a
real college student in dorms and
dining in a communal cafeteria. The
most important piece of knowledge I
acquired during my summer experi-
ence was about myself.

Decisions and risks were the two
hurdles I conquered at Skidmore. Not
having my parents to help me choose
a path when I hit a fork in the road was
difficult. Whatever path I chose in-
volved risks. As scary as they might
have been at the time, in the end, they
taught me that I am strong enough to
attack them head-on.

Between socializing and the amount
of homework I was given, it was very
hard to manage my time. Sometimes
I had to decide whether or not I should
do my homework or go out to town
with my friends. Most of the time I
would take the social route, leaving
all of my homework to the last minute.
I always finished my homework, but
it was tiring and stressful to be stuck
in the studio for half of the night.

Procrastination is a daily occur-
rence in my life. My working skills
have never been up to my abilities.
However, when I finished my month
at Skidmore, I was amazed how hard

I had worked. I had to complete two or
three paintings and one or two draw-
ings in class, a week plus nightly
homework.

Late nights in the studio were not
uncommon. I sometimes returned at
midnight covered in paint and char-
coal. As exhausted I was each
evening, every morning I would wake
up excited to return to class.

I met people from all over the
world. It was astounding to learn
how so many people who live out of
our country are so interested in study-
ing in America. The best part about
meeting people from far away places
was exchanging ideas about lifestyles
and customs. For example, my room-
mate from California questioned me
about the style of footwear called
“Birkenstocks” that were appearing
on numerous feet all over campus.
My reply was, “Welcome to the East.”

Living with a roommate forces one
to apply their sharing and cooperation
skills. It reminded me of kindergarten.
Luckily, my roommate was a really
understanding person. She turned off
the lights and let me sleep even if she
was not ready to go to bed. Even she
was extremely cooperative, I still had
to deal with her presence in my room.

The idea of traveling by plane to
college is a little frightening. Many
times, worrisome questions cross my
mind. What if I am homesick? What
will happen if I can’t go home? Then,
I think of my experience at Skidmore,
the new friends I made, the work I
completed, and the confidence I de-
veloped. Immediately I smile and
feel free of my fears, knowing that I
am ready to face the next four years
on my own, becoming the person I
was meant to be.

to help the families of children
with learning disabilities,” stated
Christine Bumiller, SP-F LDA
Spokeswoman.

“Any adult who is interested
may attend any of our programs,”
she said.

A final schedule of programs
will be published soon and will be
available on the school district’s
website, as well as the SP-F LDA
website, www.ldaspf.org.

A support and resource group
for families with children who have
learning disabilities, SP-F LDA
aids families in the home, school
and community environments.

The group works closely with
the school district’s Department
of Special Services and Parent-
Teacher Association, but it is a
separate, volunteer organiza-
tion.

For more information on pro-
grams or membership, please write
to: Scotch Plains-Fanwood LDA,
P.O. Box 283, Fanwood, 07023.

ANSWERING THE CALL…Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad members Dan
Sullivan and Bob Barrett borrowed an ambulance from Scotch Plains and
answered New York City’s EMS call for assistance 2 a.m. on the evening of the
blackout. They were assigned to the East Side of Manhattan, covering 90th
Street to 125th Street. After they were finished, they were invited for coffee by
a nearby firehouse.
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