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Reader Responds to
Recent A&E Editorial,
‘Just An Assignment’
Thank you for your critic of the pic-

ture of the Sacred Heart in the Septem-
ber 4 edition of The Westfield Leader.
Your comments were well written. How-
ever, I would like to express on excep-
tion. When Mr. Elins defended his posi-
tion by, “When I’m given an assign-
ment, I do the best job that I can.” Your
response to his completing the task was:
“I have deduced that he was just doing
the task he was given.” Question: When
do we begin to challenge an assignment
if it is wrong or offensive? Do we justify
it by saying, “it’s just an assignment.”
Maybe this is a problem, or an excuse,
for a lot of us. I guess it is easier to say,
“it’s just an assignment” rather than
“No, this is wrong to do.”

Thank you for listening.

Ronald Kelber
Westfield

FW Resident Feels Developer
Should Put Up $1 Mill. Bond

This is in response to a September 4
letter to The Times where Council Presi-
dent Joel Whitaker would have us be-
lieve that all is well with the redevelop-
ment plan because we have a “profes-
sional” planner advising the governing
body.

Is this the same “professional” plan-
ner who, at a planning board meeting,
proclaimed to the residents of Fanwood
that the redevelopment plan would not
result in any increases in property taxes
and that revenue would exceed expenses.
Then, when a resident asked the “profes-
sional” planner if he would guarantee
his statement, the “professional” plan-
ner said, “no.” Perhaps the only thing
more disturbing than his response was
the fact that members of the planning
board, the planning board attorney,
Mayor Louis Jung and Councilman
Whitaker didn’t even ‘blink an eye’ when
the “professional” planner did such a
remarkable about face.

Apparently, such conduct is accept-

able to Mayor Jung and Councilman
Whitaker since the “professional” plan-
ner continues to be retained. I think it is
fair to say that for the vast majority of
Fanwood residents such conduct is un-
acceptable.

But, let’s give the “professional” plan-
ner a second chance. Very simply, the
“professional” planner and/or his firm
should put up a $1 million bond. If any
time during a ten year period after the
last redevelopment unit is occupied, the
number of school age children exceed
20, the $1 million will be forfeited to the
Borough of Fanwood. If the “profes-
sional” planner refuses to put up the
bond, then his services should be termi-
nated.

Then we will look to Councilman
Whitaker to put up the $1 million bond.
If he refuses then he should resign. Just
once, let’s see someone put their money
where their mouth is and not the taxpay-
ers’.

I continue to await a copy of the draft
agreement between the borough and
Landmark Communities regarding the
redevelopment. I was originally told it
should be available by the end of Au-
gust. It is now the middle of September.
Somehow, I suspect the document will
not see the light of day until after the
election.

Peter Torgersen
Fanwood

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane
words.

1. Guttate – Spotted, as with drops
2. Sepelition – Burial; interment
3. Thill – A shaft to which a horse is

hitched to a wagon
4. Dirdum – A loud outcry of blame or

rebuke

UBERTY
1. Abundance
2. Pure; fresh
3. Balance; stablility
4. Pride; haughtiness

DEPILATION
1. Grief; misery
2. A beating or whipping with a stick

or club
3. The act of or process of removing

hair from the body
4. A condition of progressive emacia-

tion
TZIGANE

1. A Hungarian gypsy
2. Mentally ill; insane
3. In South Africa, an outsider; a

foreigner
4. A laborer; member of the working

class
KATABASIS

1. The cessation of natural selection in
generation

2. Hibernating or burrowing
3. A sudden pulling back or retreating
4. A retreat to the sea

The Best Way to
Stop Speeding

Is to Write Tickets
I did not need an item buried on page

10 of the September 18 Leader to know
that there is never any speed enforce-
ment on my street, Willow Grove Road.

According to this “Speed Enforce-
ment Stats” for the month of August,
Lawrence Avenue received 11 warnings
and 23 summonses while Willow Grove
Road received 0 warnings and 1 sum-
mons.

For years I have been questioning the
lack of police presence on Willow Grove.
Police presence on Willow Grove is
non-existent. The speeding on Willow
Grove Road is out of control which
presents a significant danger to school
children walking to and from school
twice a day.

There is also a steady stream of people
walking and biking with young children
and their pets. Being very close to
Tamaques Park adds to the number of
people on the sidewalks and crossing the
streets.

I drive down Lawrence Avenue from
time to time and I rarely see even 1/10th
the number of people that I encounter on
Willow Grove Road daily.

I still firmly believe in the tried and
true method of speed control – write
tickets!

Dona Monroe
Westfield

Delays in NJ Transit Cause
Problems for Commuters
By MICHAEL M. SHAPIRO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

New Jersey Transit advertises it-
self as “the way to go.” Unfortu-
nately, many residents of the area
who commute to work each day
aboard New Jersey Transit trains, are
experiencing numerous delays and
shoddy service, raising serious ques-
tions as to the legitimacy of New
Jersey Transit’s advertising.

As fares for riding New Jersey
Transit trains continue to rise, people
expect train service to be commen-
surate. For the majority of commut-
ers, the New Jersey Transit train sys-
tem is failing and there is a growing
need for improvements.

When there is inclement weather,
whether it is a drop of rain or a foot
of snow, the trains are often delayed.
Other days, the trains are delayed for
reasons unknown, aggravating com-
muters and resulting in a significant
loss of work and social productivity.
In July, commuters experienced so
many delays that New Jersey Transit
took the unprecedented step of offer-
ing a fifteen percent rebate to July
monthly pass holders. While the July
rebates were welcome, delays con-
tinue to be a problem, causing great
frustration to the commuting public.

On many trains, the electronic
message boards are incorrect. On
others, the automatic announcements
are faulty, causing confusion and
anxiety among commuters. When
the trains are running properly, they
are often overcrowded, with many
commuters being forced to stand for
the entire trip. On other trains, de-
spite the train being overcrowded,
the back of the train is empty but
barred from being utilized by com-
muters.

Commuters have begun to vocal-
ize the angst they feel about their
transit experiences. Westfield resi-
dent Andrew Wasserman, a daily
commuter from Westfield to New
York City commented, “It seems that
almost on a daily basis there is some
delay or another, both going and
coming, at nearly any time of the

day.”
Mr. Wasserman would like to see

improvements to New Jersey Tran-
sit: “It is very frustrating and particu-
larly burdensome for those on lines
like Westfield where you have to
transfer in Newark and therefore en-
counter twice as many delays,” he
said.

Other commuters echoed Mr.
Wasserman’s comments, expressing
a desire to see improvements in the
New Jersey Transit system. One com-
muter, who preferred to remain
anonymous, stated that commuters
feel “powerless to change the sys-
tem” since the train is “really the best
form of transportation” and that there
“are no viable alternatives.”

Congressman Mike Ferguson (R-
7) agreed that the train is important
to the lives of many New Jersey
residents, stating, “We live in one of
the most highly populated regions in
the country. Mass transit is crucial to
people’s everyday lives.”

Commenting on the problems en-
countered by commuters riding New
Jersey Transit, Congressman
Ferguson, commented: “I believe that
NJ Transit does a great job with the
resources they have.”

However, Rep. Ferguson also dis-
cussed that change was afoot. “In the
coming months, the major surface
transportation bill will be coming to
the House floor. Between now and
then, I will continue to work with the
delegation to ensure that New Jersey
gets its fair share of federal transpor-
tation dollars,” Rep. Ferguson stated.

The efforts of our elected leaders
in improving mass transportation in
New Jersey are needed and welcome.

The New Jersey Transit train sys-
tem has come a long way since its
inception. The availability of more
trains and the inception of express
trains have helped meet a growing
demand for mass transportation in
the State. However, there is obvi-
ously work to be done to create a
mass transit system that meets the
needs of New Jersey residents, par-
ticularly those who live in our area.

Being Prepared For
Emergency Is Very

Important And Timely
Your article entitled “Mock Emer-

gency Disaster Tests County Readiness”
covered a very important issue in today’s
society. Being prepared for a nation wide
or even a local disaster is very impor-
tant. After September 11, 2001 we all
learned that terrorist attacks do not just
happen in the Middle East, they happen
here, and close to home.

On September 11, 2002 we as a com-
munity learned that tragedies can hap-
pen right around the through the death of
Greta Schoenemann, who was tragically
killed when a fallen tree branch struck
her while eating lunch at Westfield High
School. Through these tests, emergency
workers learned the kinks that need to be
worked out.

I, as a member of this community feel
much safer knowing that our town and
county have an emergency program. It is
important for residents to feel safe in
their town and county and I feel that
Westfield, along with Union County, is
making us all feel much safer and even
prepared for the worst. Tragedies and
attacks are often unavoidable but the
important thing is aiding the injured and
condensing the damage.

Katie Newingham
Westfield

From Sports, Our Children Learn
Espirit De Corps and Character

It’s great that our towns provide and encourage our
youth to be the best they can be – academically,
artistically, socially and athletically – to become
good, well rounded adults.

Teachers strive for excellence from their students, de-
manding that they perform at the top of their game. This
is done in a positive sense and by building self-esteem.

Our schools also have a great range of athletic
programs. The students and the teams excel through-
out the state in many — including football, soccer,
swimming, wrestling, lacrosse, track and golf, to
name a few.

Participation and training for athletics requires
hard work, spirit, dedication, enthusiasm, character,
teamwork and fight. It’s different than book learn-
ing, that’s why we have it.

Sports helps round out the individual. They learn
espirit de corps, teamwork and how to get along with
many different types of people. Later on in life, one
might find that sports experience helps them contend
with challenges of life that inevitably arise.

At times, there may be some negative aspects to
how some parents, coaches and students participate
in sports – but this can be controlled. In the zeal that
is natural and needed with competition, sometimes
some may become a little bent out of shape. It could
be a losing moment, recognition of one individual
rather than another, who got to play what position –
several such situations.

This is where the character building comes for
everyone – how to deal with emotion and contro-
versy. So, we need to make sure that everyone sets a

good example for the students – in winning and
losing. Fortunately, we don’t have much of a prob-
lem with that here.

One thing that we’ve been told is that participating
in a variety of sports, rather than an exclusionary
focus year-round on just one sport, makes for a better
educational and growth experience. We agree.

Also, we think that staying with your high school
team and friends, rather than jumping to a private or
specialized club or traveling team, can be a better
educational experience.

Specialist parents, organizations, and participants
can become too driven at times to only win – even to
the point of tolerating negative coaching and de-
meaning treatment of the young athletes. Also,
focusing on just one area at a young age may deprive
the individual of a full, rich education necessary for
later on in life. It can lead to burnout, too.

With this good balance in education, our high
school graduates have a superior college bound
record from all the hard work put in by students,
parents, coaches and teachers alike. Very impor-
tantly, they succeed in higher education, become
good citizens and turn into healthy individuals.

There seems to be positive reinforcement, bal-
anced with discipline and backed up by special help
when needed. It’s a delicate mix.

Community support and involvement mean much
to young athletes. Kudos goes this week to Cranford
in that we noticed more of their fans showed up in
Westfield, than from Westfield, at the football game.

Let’s play ball! What do you think?

Quote of The Week
From Maureen Kehoe Rothfelder,

Westfield Council Candidate 1st Ward

“I am opposed to the current
redevelopment plan for both the
North and South side parking decks
because I think it will create more
problems than it will solve.

I will always be opposed to a
North side parking deck at the
Elm/Prospect location because it
will exacerbate downtown traffic
problems, increase risk to pedes-
trians and spillover into residen-
tial neighborhoods and school
zones. The Rialto location is a
better site, if a second deck is
needed at all, because it is located
along two main corridors, East
Broad Street and North Avenue
and doesn’t require driving through
the downtown core.

Any parking deck on the South
side should be limited in scope to
meeting current demands for com-
muter parking and whatever needs
are presented by the neighbors
themselves. On-street parking for
existing businesses should be en-
hanced. Public park and perfor-
mance space should be added
around the train station building
to enhance aesthetics, and to per-
mit neighborhood events and at-
tract all town residents to the South
side as residents currently are to
events like Festifall on the North
side.

All projects should be limited in
height and size to blend with the
existing streetscape as much as
possible. Real redevelopment does
something for a neighborhood, not
to a neighborhood.”

Courtesy of
www.westfieldredevelopment.com/
candidates.htm

Questions Are Clarified
Regarding Upcoming
SMAsquerade Party

The officers of the New Jersey Chap-
ter of FightSMA extend their sincere
thanks to The Westfield Leader for sup-
porting SMAsquerade; the response from
the article has been overwhelming.
However, many callers had questions
that we’d like to take this opportunity to
clarify.

First, Patrick Higgins is a first grade
student in Westfield who suffers from
Spinal Muscular Atrophy. We are hold-
ing a SMAsquerade on October 25 at the
James Ward Mansion in Westfield. In-
vitations to the event will be mailed out
shortly. If you do not receive an invita-
tion but would like to attend, please call
908-789-9167.

Attendance is obviously open to any-
one who wishes to support this worth-
while effort. All proceeds will go di-
rectly to FightSMA, a national not-for-
profit foundation with the goal of accel-
erating scientific research and develop-
ment aimed at finding therapeutic treat-
ments, and eventually a cure, for spinal
muscular atrophy.

Anyone who is unable to attend
SMAsquerade, but would still like to
make a donation, may do so by sending
a check payable to FightSMA. Our mail-
ing address:  Patrick’s
Buddies/FightSMA, P.O. Box 2995,
Westfield, NJ 07091.

For more information, we refer you
to:  www.fightsma.com. And of course
you are more than welcome to speak
with any of the officers of the New
Jersey Chapter of Fight SMA when you
see us around town. See you October 25!

Officers of FightSMA:
Maureen Higgins
Margaret Kuehn

Nancy Murray
Mary Jane Prybylski

Kimberly Rhodes
Lisa Simcox;

Westfield

Cellular Phones Should
Be Turned Off During
Inappropriate Times
Last week I attended the wake and

funeral of my cousin Ralph who tragi-
cally died at the age of 57. Ralph was
happily married for 38 years and he and
Sis raised three beautiful children and
enjoyed countless hours with their grand-
children. As tragic and as senseless as
his death was, I became enraged at the
lack of common sense and common cour-
tesy that some people displayed while
paying their respects to Ralph and his
family. While the priest was in atten-
dance at the funeral home bestowing a
blessing upon Ralph and offering some
words of comfort to the family, on three
separate occasions, cell phones rang.
During the funeral mass the following
day, cell phones rang thoughout the ser-
vice. What could be so important in our
lives or in their lives that the cell phone
has to be on during such an extremely
emotional and sensitive time?

I’ve often heard the announcement at
theaters whereby they ask that all cell
phones be turned off during the perfor-
mance and I’ve always thought to my-
self and asked myself why people have
to be reminded to do that. In reality of
things it’s a no-brainer, you would think.
I now know why people have to be
reminded of that simple task…because
they are too ignorant to figure it out
themselves.

Gary Whyte
Mountainside

Please Respect Block Party Street
Barricades For Children’s Safety

Saturday, September 20, we hosted
our annual block party on Summit Av-
enue. We received permission from the
town and were told that we could close
the street at 1 p.m. At 12:58 p.m., I began
blocking off the street with the barri-
cades.

The children are giddy every year
about the block party. As the street is
blocked, they have a “free pass” for the
day to ride bikes, scooters, Big Wheels,
skateboards, etc. with no flack or wor-
ries.

As I drove up, a line formed of young
children on the sidewalks waiting for the
process to be complete. I placed the
barricades, and I could hear little voices
yelling things like “He’s closing it off!”
or “He’s almost done!”

At 1:10 p.m., Summit Avenue was
blocked off and no sooner was the street
filled with every type of child transpor-
tation device imaginable.

At 1:12 p.m., the first car to ignore the
barricades came down our street. I walked
into the street to see who this person was.
When I asked, “Can I help you?” the
individual said, “I was just trying to
drive through.”

I said, “The street is closed for our
block party, and the kids are out on their
bikes. Didn’t you see the barricades?”
My question was returned with a blank
stare, and the individual slowly made
her way to the bottom of our street.

At 1:18 p.m., a warning went up from

the mass of kids, and I turned to see a
convoy of large trucks now coming down
our street. They were from a company
called “Don’s Tree Service.” In addition
to two large cherry pickers each towing
large shredding tools, there were two
pickup trucks carrying crews of men.

I stopped one of the large trucks and
asked “Didn’t you see the barricades?” I
was greeted with a familiar blank stare
and a shrug of the shoulders.

By 2 p.m., my neighbors and I had
encountered six more vehicles that, de-
spite the barricades, came down our
street – even though there were kids
everywhere.

We were amazed. Not just because
people were being so disrespectful, but
because it was just plain dangerous. One
woman literally drove down the street
smiling. This was not a joke.

It’s no secret that when there are bar-
ricades on a street, it means said street is
closed. I know that this can be inconve-
nient when one is are trying to accom-
plish an errand, etc. Nonetheless, those
are the rules and no matter how impor-
tant your errands may be, no one is above
the rules.

I just want to say to you all; please pay
attention. I could care less about myself,
but the kids on our street were put in
danger numerous times. Before going
around barricades, think about the kids.

Patrick Cerria
Westfield
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