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Candidate Campaign Release – Westfield

Jacobson Believes Council
Should Help Senior Citizens

TALKING WITH SENIORS...Fourth Ward Democrat Councilwoman Susan
Jacobson, left, stopped to chat with a group of senior citizens in front of Vicki’s
Diner. Pictured from left are: Councilwoman Jacobson, Sasha Schwartz,
George Hrebin and Harry Schwartz.

WESTFIELD – We all know that the
senior class at Westfield High School is
an intelligent group of students. How-
ever, this article is about another group
of seniors – Westfield’s senior citizens.

Our local senior citizens are among
the most active and involved members
of our community. They are an impor-
tant segment of our population, lending
their expertise to our community on a
daily basis. But it is difficult for many of
these valued citizens to continue to call
Westfield home.

Where can seniors who want to
“downsize,” yet remain in Westfield,
find housing? Do we have housing that
satisfies their needs? If not, will we add
more apartments or condos? Are all our
smaller houses becoming huge mon-
strosities? How can we stop this from
happening?

Fourth Ward Democrat Councilwoman
Susan Jacobson believes we must find
ways to keep our seniors in Westfield.

“The senior jitney was a great start,
but we must do more,” Councilwoman
Jacobson said.

She has urged the Westfield Town
Council to reduce Conservation Center
fees for seniors. Can we reduce Memo-
rial Pool fees? Can seniors get discounts
from trash collectors? These few small
changes can show council cares.

Are higher property taxes becoming
so burdensome that seniors can’t afford
to remain here? How can the town help?

New Jersey State Form PTR-1 gives
eligible seniors at specific income levels
some property tax relief. Councilwoman
Jacobson distributed Form PTR-1 to
various community organizations serv-
ing seniors. She believes the council can
help by making this information readily
available via local newspapers, the town
website and TV36.

Our seniors are important to Westfield.
Town council must work toward making
it possible for them to stay here.

Susan Petrick, MEd, LDTC, CET

Board Certified Educational Therapist
Dyslexia Specialist

Specialist in the Disorder of Written Expression
Creator of “Picture to Write®” - a uniquely effective writing technique

Announces

the opening of offices in Westfield, NJ

908-654-9380

Experienced, expert, 1 on 1 instruction in reading, spelling, math & writing

*Wilson
*Lindamood Bell

*Orton Gillingham certified

Focusing on ages 5-11

215-295-1010 in Pennsylvania     MasterCard & Visa accepted
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Documentary Filmed
On Politics in Westfield

LIGHTS! CAMERA! ACTION!…Kevin Johnson, right, films Third Ward
Democrat Councilman Dave Haas on the campaign trail for a documentary.

WESTFIELD – Kevin Johnson, a lo-
cal Westfield resident and a senior at
Syracuse University, is filming a docu-
mentary in Westfield.

Kevin is majoring in Television/Ra-
dio/Film and History. He has decided to
make his first full-length documentary
about local issues and politics in
Westfield. While it’s not of the magni-
tude in public visibility of the television
show Ed, it is another production with
Westfield as the backdrop.

Kevin grew up in Westfield, worked
at Westfield High School TV and on the
TV-36 Advisory board. He graduated
from Westfield High School with the
class of 2001. Prior to that, he attended
Franklin Elementary School and
Roosevelt Intermediate School, while
being active in Troop 72 of the Boy
Scouts.

The movie is intended to serve two
purposes. Kevin plans to use it in his

senior documentary class next fall, and
then to submit it as a documentary to
various competitions. Thus, getting him-
self a grade and a credit at the same time.

Kevin became intrigued by the fight
over redistricting in the third ward last
year and felt that covering a local issue
with a campaign as the backdrop would
make an interesting story. Kevin plans
to interview citizens about the redistrict-
ing and about other local issues.

The campaign that Kevin has chosen
to follow is that of third ward council-
man Dave Haas. As such, Kevin has
filmed several of the meetings and events
that Councilman Haas has participated
in and will also spend time walking in
the third ward with him.

So, if Kevin comes up and asks to film
you – remember that you might be mak-
ing Westfield famous, or at least helping
a young adult from our neighborhood
make it.

Candidate Campaign Release - Fanwood

Mayor Jung Praises
Shared Services Council

FANWOOD – Ask Fanwood Mayor
Louis Jung to talk about some of the
successes of his administration, and one he
is quick to point to is the Shared Services
Coordinating Council, a partnership rep-
resenting the Borough of Fanwood, Town-
ship of Scotch Plains and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education.

“No other community in New Jersey
has anything like it,” stated Mayor Jung.
“For two towns, let alone with a Board of
Education, to come together to discuss
ways to improve services to our collective
and respective communities, at lesser or
equal cost to taxpayers, is very unusual.”

While the idea of sharing services had
been informally discussed for a long
time, February 2000 saw the first offi-
cial meeting of the three entities. The
meeting included Mayor Jung; Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks; School
Superintendent Dr. Carol Choye; and
Theresa Larkin, former President of the
Board of Education.

“We asked ourselves if the possibility
of sharing services was one worth pursu-
ing,” recalled Mayor Jung. “We all agreed
it was, and the Shared Services Coordi-
nating Council was born via resolutions
passed by each entity.”

Two or three elected officials from
each entity serve on the council.

Mayor Jung recalled the council’s first
shared services venture focused on traf-
fic and safety issues, as it assisted with
the purchase and installation of blinking
lights near Park and Terrill Middle
Schools to remind drivers to slow down
while children are present. It also sup-
ported the efforts of Fanwood and Scotch
Plains’ Public Works Departments in
reconfiguring the traffic pattern at Park
to help ensure student safety.

Other shared services ventures have
included: paying a stipend for a Recre-
ation Shared Services coordinator; pay-
ing a stipend for a Public Works Shared
Services coordinator; jointly purchasing
recreation scheduling software to more
accurately track the use, scheduling,
maintenance, and resting of school and
community ball fields; and jointly pur-
chasing field maintenance equipment.

“It’s really been exciting to be a part
of this,” said Mayor Jung, who pointed
out that much of the work of the Coordi-
nating Council has been supported by
grant monies from the state and county.

The biggest project on the table is the
renovation of the fields at Park Middle School.

“Because Fanwood, Scotch Plains and
the Board of Education were willing to
partner on a project to develop fields
within our community,” explained Mayor
Jung, “we qualified for funding under
Union County’s Field of Dreams pro-
gram. Each entity received a $100,000
grant that it had to match, giving us a
base of $600,000 to work with.”

Bids are currently being accepted for
the project.

“The Coordinating Council represents
a totally new approach to shared services,
and I’m proud to represent Fanwood as a
member,” said the mayor. “It offers all
three governing bodies a means of keep-
ing the lines of communication open. It
took initiative and vision for Fanwood,
Scotch Plains and the Board of Education
to make a commitment to the concept of
sharing services where it is cost effective
and of benefit to taxpayers. I believe
we’re seeing some really good results.”

Mayor Jung is running for re-election
on Tuesday, November 4 for his second
term as Mayor of the Borough of Fanwood.

 

Q.  Do you want to better manage your income and expenses? 
 

A.  Everyone needs a financial plan to provide ongoing security and stability for themselves and  
          their family.  However, for a plan to be effective, it must have an underlying budget that is  
          sound and workable.  To see how easy it is to implement a personal household budget, please 
          call or e-mail me to arrange for a free initial consultation in your home. 
         
          Mitchell Sandak 
 

 
            
 
         Sandak Budgetary Systems 
         Personal Budgetary & Financial Planning for the 21st Century 

908.317.9845                                                                               mksandak_sBs@msn.com 
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New Jersey AFL-CIO
Endorses Asm. Green

PLAINFIELD – The New Jersey State
AFL-CIO (American Federation of Labor
- Congress of Industrial Organizations)
has once again endorsed Assemblyman
Jerry Green of Plainfield for re-election,
and has also endorsed his 22nd Legislative
District Democratic running mates As-
semblywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood
and Senator Joseph Suliga of Linden.

“We have consistently endorsed As-
semblyman Green because he has al-
ways supported the needs of New Jersey’s
working families,” said state AFL-CIO
president Charles Wowkanech. “In the
current legislative session, he earned a
95 percent rating on the issues most
important to us.”

The New Jersey State AFL-CIO is
composed of 1,000 affiliated local unions
with more than one million members. It
is committed to voter registration, voter
education and voter mobilization for the
Tuesday, November 4 election.

“I’m very proud of this endorsement,”
said Assemblyman Green. “I have always
been committed to doing whatever I can to
help working families meet their needs for
adequate housing, child care and quality
education. I’m looking forward to con-
tinuing to work with leaders of New Jersey’s
labor movement in the future.”

Assemblyman Green, who serves as
Deputy Speaker of the New Jersey General
Assembly, also chairs the Assembly Com-
mittee on Housing and Local Government.
He has been a State Assemblyman since
1991, and was previously a member of the

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders.
In addition to Plainfield, the 22nd

Legislative District includes Clark,
Dunellen, Fanwood, Green Brook, Lin-
den, Middlesex, North Plainfield,
Rahway, Scotch Plains and Winfield.
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Peter Echausse Newsletter
Keeps First Ward Informed

tributes to the newsletter. Councilman
Echausse focuses on the five or six im-
portant issues facing the town, and pro-
vides an update on the progress being
made in each area.

For example, one topic is the town
budget, in which he explains exactly why
taxes went up and by how much. Another
is capital projects, in which he lets resi-
dents know what streets will be repaved
and what streets are targeted in the future.
Public safety, parking and traffic calming
initiatives are some of the other areas of
focus in First Ward news.

Councilman Echausse said he encour-
ages his constituents to contact him with
any questions and concerns, or with any
feedback on his newsletter, which is
paid for by his campaign fund.

He can be reached via email at
pechausse@comcast.net.

“Many of the best ideas we get on
Town Council come directly from our
constituents,” said Councilman Echausse.
“I hope that my newsletter not only in-
forms first ward residents, but encour-
ages them to become more involved with
Town issues by contacting me or attend-
ing council or committee meetings.”

WESTFIELD – Since becoming
Westfield’s First Ward Councilman in 2000,
Republican Peter Echausse has made com-
munications with his constituents a corner-
stone of his public service philosophy.

Now, as he campaigns for re-election
knocking on neighbors’ doors, Council-
man Echausse hopes that the dialogue
he’s worked so hard to develop with
residents translates into continued sup-
port at the voting booth in November.

“It’s been my experience on Town
Council that although I may not agree
with every one of my constituents, I can
still respect their opinions and be honest
and forthright about my own. I’ve tried to
do that these last several years and have
done my best to keep my constituents
informed about what is going on at Town
Council meetings and where I stand on
the issues,” said Councilman Echausse.

A big component of Councilman
Echausse’s communication strategy has
been the distribution of the first ward
newsletter, which he hand delivers to his
constituents once every year, usually in
the late Spring/early Summer.

This year, he was joined by First Ward
Councilman Sal Caurana, who now con-
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