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WESTFIELD –
Hosted by Westfield resi-
dents John Russitano and
Kara Shovlin, a new
weekly half-hour instruc-
tional television show,
“Make You Wanna
Dance” will cater to
dance enthusiasts of all
ages and levels.

The program is sched-
uled to air every Wednes-
day, beginning on Octo-
ber 1, at 6 p.m. on
Comcast Channel 74
throughout most of
Northern New Jersey.

Each episode features
dance steps from popu-
lar styles and highlights
the benefits of social
dancing. Interviews,
fashion tips, venue cov-
erage and ways to further

enjoy the social dance ex-
perience are also included.

Russitano and
Shovlin are both profes-
sional dance instructors
of the North American
Dance Teachers Asso-
ciation, Fred Astaire.
They have taught for lo-
cal schools such as the
Paramount Dance Stu-
dio and Shall We Dance.

For more informa-
tion, please visit
www.mywdance.com.

SHALL WE
DANCE?...Westfielders
John Russitano and
Kara Shovlin, pictured,
left, intend to keep
viewers on their toes
and off the sofas in their
new half-hour televi-
sion program.
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PTERODACTYLS

Sept 18 - Oct 5
Tickets $15 / $7   Reservations:

(908) 659-5189
THE THEATER PROJECT / UNION COUNTY COLLEGE
1033 SPRINGFIELD AVENUE, CRANFORD NJ

$5 OFF any $15 ticket with this ad

A comedy that
BITES BACK

by Nicky Silver

T H E Y ’ R E  C O M I N G ! ! !

CONTAINS ADULT LANGUAGE AND SITUATIONS

Union County College
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Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Summit’s Kent Place Gallery
has opened its 2003-2004 season
with an exhibit featuring the work
of artist Shari Epstein, a painter
from Monmouth County. “Ab-
straction in Nature,” features the
artist’s paintings and monotypes,
and will be on display through
Friday, October 3. Epstein’s paint-
ings approach nature through spon-
taneous brushstrokes and vivid color,
and a good portion of her work is in
the form of triptychs. Epstein’s work
has been shown extensively in New
York and New Jersey, and she has
taught and lectured in numerous edu-
cational settings. Admission is free,
and the gallery, on the campus of
Kent Place School, is open from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day, or by appointment. For more
information, call (908) 273-0900, ex-
tension no. 332.

*  *  *  *  *
The 21st Annual Harvest Festi-

val at the Trailside Nature and
Science Center will take place on
Sunday, September 29, from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. There will be an
abundance of kiddy events, like
crafts and walks through a hay
maze, as well as jugglers, fife and
drum marching music, and Native
American storytelling. Admission
is $3, and the center is located at
452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside. Parking is free at
the stable, shuttle buses will be
provided, and the festival is on,
rain or shine. (908) 789-3670.

*  *  *  *  *
I’ll bet you didn’t know that Sep-

tember 27 is National Estuaries Day.
To celebrate, take the family over to
Liberty State Park’s Interpretive Cen-
ter between 10 a.m. and noon, where
the informative Estuaries Alive! will
teach you all about the Hudson River
Estuary. There will be a volunteer
clean-up, hands-on craft activities, a
theatrical performance by the ARM-
OF-THE-SEA-THEATER and more.
It’s free, but kids 12 and under must
be accompanied by an adult. Call
(201) 915-3409.

*  *  *  *  *
If you’re in town, the Town Book

Store of Westfield will feature
Scotch Plains author Steve Hannett
on Saturday, September 27, from 2
to 4 p.m. He will be promoting and
signing his new book, Power in No
Other Name: Overcome Life’s
Problems God’s Way. Hannett’s life
was changed forever by Master
Dong Jin Kim, who specializes in a
different discipline — complete
authority of the mind, body and
spirit. The book includes many sto-
ries of real people who overcame
all types of sickness and trouble,
such as anxiety, chronic migraines,
and even diabetes. Open your minds
to something non-traditional.
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Pterodactyls Digs Into Audience

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SKELETONS FROM THE PAST…By the end of Act II, the resurrected
dinosaur has overtaken the Duncan Family’s living room in The Theater
Project’s version of Pterodactyls, which runs at the Union County College
campus through Sunday, October 5.
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Jersey Jazz By The Lake
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WESTFIELD — The Friends of
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) will begin their fall
season with “An Afternoon
to Treasure,” a luncheon and
presentation by antiques ap-
praiser Carolyn Remmey, at
Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield on Friday, Octo-
ber 17, from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m.

Remmey, a participating
on-air appraiser for the An-
tiques Roadshow public
television series, will discuss current
trends in collectibles and strategies for
identifying sought-after valuables in
the ever-changing antiques market.

Event Chairwoman Deirdre
Malacrea said, “The theme is collect-
ing — its joys and personal rewards, as
well as its potential for profit and loss.”

Pianist and frequent WSO performer,
Shuang Guo, will also provide a musi-

cal interlude during the luncheon.
Tickets are limited in quantity and

prices are two-tiered. Tick-
ets are $50 and include the
three-course luncheon and
lecture. Sponsor-level tick-
ets are $65, which includes
a custom appraisal of one
personal (easily portable)
item by Remmey, as well as
preferred seating at the lun-
cheon.

The fundraiser will sup-
port the WSO, including the

group’s educational outreach programs.
The ensemble, which enters its 21st
season on October 4, is comprised of
professional musicians led by David
Wroe, and is the Resident Orchestra of
Union County.

For ticket purchase, information on
the WSO’s new season of events or to
join the Friends of the WSO, please
call (908) 232-9400.

Brad Tinfow for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SITTING ROOM ONLY...Perched on blankets and chairs, Jersey Jazz By The
Lake attendees flooded Echo Lake Park.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Unless you are a great guesser or
you’ve been tipped off, as the conclu-
sion of Matchstick Men approaches one
realizes that they have been the victim of
a cinematic sting or, as O. Henry pre-
ferred to call it, the surprise ending.

Rapturously involved in the exploits
of a rather different sort of con artist
(Nicolas Cage), you were given a hu-
manistic tinge by his Obsessive Com-
pulsive Disorder and the sudden inter-
jection of a teenaged daughter (Alison
Lohman) he never knew he had.

Director Ridley Scott, via Eric
Garcia’s novel and the screenplay by
Nicholas Griffin, won your confidence.
Then you find that not everything is as
you thought it was.

Actually, it’s rather refreshing. As-
suming a large chip on the shoulder does
not hamper you, you must appreciate
Scott’s wraparound irony and what it
says about us. We are not so jaded that
we can’t remember how it feels when a
good piece of art throws us for a loop.

The process begins when we are intro-
duced to Roy Waller, conman extraordinaire,
portrayed by Cage in yet another high-wire
demonstration of the thespic craft. En-
sconced in a well-to-do L.A. suburb cour-
tesy of his larcenous gift, he plies his trade
with the help of Frank Mercer, an adoring
protégé convincingly played by Sam
Rockwell. But all is not well.

His intermittent eye tic is just the tip of
the iceberg. Partly humorous, partly pa-
thetic, owing to his affliction Roy is ruled
by all manner of ritual. Just as a sampling,
doors, whose knobs are never turned with-
out a handkerchief, must be opened and
closed thrice; carpets are continually vacu-
umed of their hidden germs, and guests, if
they are allowed into his house at all,
must remove their shoes.

Yet, owing to the stout character we
surmise exists beneath the choice of
career and beleaguering pathology, Roy
perseveres. We find ourselves cheering
for the odd antihero.

Almost as if to justify our faith in him,
with the story’s first crisis Roy seeks
help from a psychiatrist. Actually, he
just needs a prescription filled. It seems
the doc who previously dispensed his
meds has taken it on the lam. In any case
it’s the confidence man’s sessions with
the shrink that foment the plot. The first
revelation we are treated to is the possi-
bility that Roy is a dad.

Enter Lohman as Angela, the 14-year-
old zealous to know her father. It is easy
to predict that the suddenly united duo
will celebrate and bond, with daddy
showing daughter the tricks of the trade.

Against his better judgment, they do a
dry run first...just a little con. Then,
swept up in events when Frank sees an
opportunity that just won’t wait, it’s on
to a really big job. The game is afoot.

Call it an updated, dysfunctional ver-
sion of the relationship Ryan and Tatum
O’Neal shared in Paper Moon (1973).
Though the early portions of the rapport
break no new ground in the realm of
family meditations, the sparkling chem-
istry Cage and Lohman create makes up
for the initial lack of novelty.

Positing the theory that Roy’s paren-
tal role will be therapeutic, writer
Griffin’s script presents Cage with yet
another acting challenge of a lifetime.

Though you’d think he would be out of
character convolutions following the
contortions he so admirably executed in
Adaptation (2002), Cage takes up the
gauntlet. Weaving his portrayal with
seamless assiduity, it is so stunningly
credible that it isn’t until late in the
doings that we realize what profound
changes Roy has experienced.

While aiding and abetting the nomina-
tion-worthy performance, Lohman also
manages some acting alchemy of her own.
She’s 23. Yet her rendition of a winsome
14-year-old is remarkably right on. The
proverbial sugar, spice and everything nice
is all there, tossed in with a contemporary
scoop of skateboard, cell phone and post-
pubescent attitude. She pouts, she coos.
He is a goner. It doesn’t matter that this is
all new to the matchstick man.

It is the filmmakers’ warmhearted
contention that such compromise is the
true making of a man. Or is it? It bears
noting that the psychiatrist, realized with
good conviction by Bruce Altman, who
originally encourages our sophisticated
swindler to make this family connec-
tion. So this is ostensibly a case of
doctor’s orders. But, we wonder. Even if
this is what Roy needs, what will be the
upshot of his paternal education?

A good deal of the story’s appeal
resides in how Matchstick Men quirkily
juxtaposes its left brain with its right
brain — that is, its scam movie flirtation
with its domestic drama leanings. Therein
lies its art. We know full well that no
mainstream Hollywood film can roll its
closing credits before affirming that
crime doesn’t pay. Therefore, push must
come to shove.

Shucks. They were having such a good
time. So we ask, how can the director
possibly conclude matters without it be-
ing a total downer?

The answer is, by upending us with a
great twist ending, which will close by
banally informing that Matchstick Men is
certain to light your moviegoing fire. But,
how do you know I’m telling the truth?

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

Matchstick Men:
Father Cons Best

Carolyn Remmey

Jeanette Bonner Joins
Sesame Street Live Tour

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
resident Jeanette Bonner, a 1998
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS), has joined
Sesame Street Live for its 2003-2004
national tour of 1-2-3 Imagine.

Bonner is performing as Samantha,
the postal carrier. She is the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Emmett Bonner of
Scotch Plains.

Bonner developed her theatrical ca-
reer with the music department at
SPFHS under the direction of Laurie
Wellman. She was also active in Se-
lect Choir, Show Choir, Las
Cantadores, Show Choir, and Reper-
tory Theater, holding lead roles in
musicals and the choreography de-
velopment.

While attending Trinity College in
Hartford, Conn., where she gradu-
ated in 2002 with a Bachelor of Arts
in Theater and Dance, she held lead
roles in 12 musicals, four of which
she choreographed. During the fall
semester of her junior year in the
college’s La MaMa program in New
York City, she performed with the
New York Young Peoples’ Chorus and
interned at the Jose Limon Dance
Foundation.

Since college graduation, she has
performed with state regional theaters,
including Montclair’s Studio Players
and Montville’s Barn Theatre. Bonner
also continued to study in New York
City and New Jersey and recently
completed a six-month tour with The
Shoestring Players throughout the
state, parts of Pennsylvania and Ohio.

cially placing his guitar in front of the
amplifier to produce interesting feed-
back effects).

Botti had a beautiful sound and was
as expressive with his instrument as a
vocalist. A fair number of the selec-
tions were slow and contemplative,
which gave him the opportunity to
exhibit lovely phrasing and subtlety.
He was just as fine in numbers with a
faster tempo, improvising imagina-
tively regardless of the mood.

Botti chatted briefly in between a few
of the selections, giving some back-
ground on the origin of some of his
compositions. Before “Alone in the
City,” he explained that he wrote the
piece during a snowstorm in New York,
just after his girlfriend had left him.

Putting the song in some context

seemed to lend it more meaning. He
also played it almost entirely offstage,
out on the grass with the audience. It
was thoughtful and moving. The high G
trumpet “scream” before the last verse
sounded like more than just an impro-
vised high note — it sounded like pain.

Fortunately for me, Botti was gra-
cious enough to invite flutist Torres to
join him in his penultimate number,
from the soundtrack of “Caught.” The
invitation seemed unplanned, and it is
possible that Torres never rehearsed it.
As Botti introduced the melody, Torres
was at the rear of the stage listening,
seeming to scope out the possibilities
for improvisation in his head.

I was taking notes when Torres began
playing in the low register. His tone was
so rich and mellow that I though Botti
was still playing his trumpet. What an
incredible flute sound! Botti deferred
almost the whole piece to Torres, as he
watched and listened to his improvisa-
tions with admiration. Torres was su-
perb in every way, and I regretted that I
hadn’t heard his earlier performance.

Headliner singer/keyboardist Oleta
Adams was the final artist of the
evening. Her group also consisted of
bass guitar/keyboard bass, guitar, per-
cussion, another keyboard, and two
backup vocalists.

When Adams introduced herself,
her sultry speaking voice let me know
I was in for a vocal treat. When she
began singing, the sensuality of her
sound impressed, reminding one of
Anita Baker.

I was unable to stay for all her
selections. In the ones that I heard, the
wall of sound behind her diminished
the clarity of her voice. The backup
singers, in particular, were much too
loud. The second keyboard, with more
of an organ sound, also helped to

muddy up her voice. I couldn’t make
out most of the words.

In addition to being the lead vocal-
ist, Adams also improvised on the
keyboard, and quite well. Her key-
board was set to more of a piano
sound, which was able to achieve some
penetration over the second keyboard.
But my ear still had trouble adjusting
to the activity of three instruments and
three voices in the same range.

Nevertheless, the audience appre-
ciated the full sound of her voice and
the rich texture of the instrumenta-
tion.

All in all, the concert/festival seemed
to please all who attended, as the per-
formances were met with vibrant ap-
plause and cheers for the sheer feat of
good improvisation. The audience

seemed to appreciate the sounds and
skills of a very talented group of jazz
artists.

Borgnine, who, according to the
Ventrellas, drove a full-size bus tour-
ing America at the age of 86, may also
be a featured guest.

Reporting that Borgnine’s ripe age
has not stopped him from lecturing on
cruises or making movies, the
Ventrellas pointed to other success
stories involving 50+ individuals who
are still flourishing, such as a friend
who began his own real estate business
in Florida after retiring as a high-
powered executive, and a 95-year-old
woman they met through Bode, who
has the stamina of a 20-year-old.

“People’s personalities don’t change
just because they’ve retired,” reminded
Louise, who believes that the home-
grown values outlined in Dr. DeFelice’s
book are “lost values…a voice you
don’t hear very often” that need to be
heeded by younger generations.

“We want to define this age group in
terms of possibilities,” said Peter.

Louise added, “We have a lot to
learn from their experiences. They can
be a leveling voice.”

Peter and Louise aim to produce
four to five pilot episodes and sell the
programs nationwide to cable network
stations in towns with a high concen-
tration of 50+ residents.

“The pilot episodes will have their
first run on TV-36 between now and
January of 2004,” noted Peter, a gradu-
ate of The Pingry School, the Univer-
sity of Delaware, and the University of
Southern California School of Cin-
ema-Television.

Peter has worked with notable docu-
mentary filmmakers, collaborated
with Dan Akroyd on “Psi Factor:
Chronicles of the Paranormal,” con-
tributed to various television projects,
worked at Paramount Pictures in In-
ternational Marketing and worked on
a feature script with one of the writers
from FOX’s “Fast Lane.”

His mother, who is preparedto
travel wherever the “Second Sea-
son” stories take her, holds a résumé
reflecting a career as a professional
singer, working actress, and spots in
national commercials and print work.
She was also named Miss Syracuse,
Miss New York State and competed
in the Miss America Pageant.

So, how would Louise describe what
many refer to as “the golden years?”

“Golden,” she said, “can be very
valuable if you reach the golden mo-
ment. It’s the highlight as long as
people mentally reach for something
new.”

When asked about what it is like to
take direction from her son, Louise
laughed, “I become putty in his hands.”

ior. With saintly patience, Nick con-
vinces Princess Jess that she must
separate the colors from the whites in
the laundry room, and maybe cook
him a meal from time to time. The
poor guy couldn’t even audition danc-
ers for his video without his wife
stalking the room, pouting like a child.

“Marriage. What is it good for?”
he must be wondering. But, then
there is the fact that his wife is one
of the most gorgeous women in the
business. That has to help. Either he
is staying put because life in the
bedroom is better than it is in the rest
of the messy mansion, or he’s look-
ing to be canonized. Still, at the end
of the day, Nick tells audience, that
all of the petty fighting and squabbles
don’t amount to a hill of beans in
that tinseled town when it comes to
their love for one another.

Sadly for Jessica, whether MTV
is fairly portraying her or just piec-
ing together snippets of their lives to
get better ratings, she is getting a
bad reputation. Viewers will only
look at her as a Louis Vuitton purse-
clutching poptart who doesn’t real-
ize that Chicken of the Sea brand
tuna fish isn’t made of chicken. The
same audience that likes to watch
Ozzy Osbourne reel about in a nar-
cotic-induced stupor, obviously
soaks up Jessica’s light-headed
drama. This is MTV’s goldmine.

So, just when you begin to real-
ize that Barbie and Ken living in
the Malibu Beach House was n ot
just pretend, but the foundation
for an MTV reality show, you
wonder what do viewers learn?
Remember, we’re talking about a
very specific demographic – some-
where between pre-teens and folks
my...ahem…young age. Do we
learn that maintaining a marriage
is as tough as we knew it to be in “I
Love Lucy”, “The Honeymoon-
ers”, “Everybody Loves Raymond”
or “Married With Children”? We
know it is never that slapstick or
resolved in the proverbial 30-
minute timeslot. The MTV show’s
sole asset comes from the fact that
Nick and Jessica do not profess
marital perfection. They’re work-
ing at it. Just like everybody else.

They’ll muddle through, al-
though I wouldn’t bet my Barbie
collection on it.

we all think we are not. We listen, we
are compassionate; we are “normal,”
not like these neurotics who are at the
other end of humanity’s spectrum.

But Silver’s play makes us question all
that. When Tommy and the infected son
Todd have a sexual encounter behind the
couch, the audience starts to understand
Tommy’s sexual fascination. There is no
shock when he announces to his fiancée
that he loves her brother instead of her.
We have almost been waiting for some-
one to finally tell the truth.

The father (Gary Glor) fits the
stereotypic banker in his suit and tie, but

when he loses his job of 30 years on the
day of the wedding rehearsal, Grace
levels him with, “Women I could toler-
ate, but not poverty.” As the banker, Glor
makes the transformation wonderfully
to a crazed man on the brink of insanity;
he has us believing every word he utters.

This is not a play for very young,
impressionable people. It is a down
and dirty, in your face, never-take-a-
breath-but-just-keep-talking kind of

show. The machine-gun delivery between
the actors at many junctures in the play
takes concentration and lots of rehearsal
to get to their high level of performance.

Spina’s pacing helps keep the play
riveting. With a mother who has an
insatiable need for things, a father
who is crazed for his teenage daugh-
ter, a dinosaur obsessed son who philo-
sophically muses, “People are all
corpses,” and a daughter who takes
every drug prescribed to man because
she thinks her skin is too tight, one
might think this couldn’t possibly be
an entertaining night.

But watching a storm’s destructive
forces can be mesmerizing. Likewise,
this play serves as a fascinating mi-
crocosm of the world’s ills. It’s an
acting challenge because these are not
necessarily characters for whom the
audience feels compassion or with
whom they identify.

Yet the aftermath of both storm
Isabel and this play will not soon be
forgotten.
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Pen & Ink

friend better exposure.
Renna confirmed that Gandolfini’s

endorsement will be a large feature
in the next edition of Around About
Peterstown.

In a related press release on his
website, Renna concluded,
“Gandolfini’s gesture proves he’s a regu-
lar stand-up guy and a truly good friend.”

Coming Very Soon:Coming Very Soon:Coming Very Soon:Coming Very Soon:Coming Very Soon:
• Queen of Arts returns with

Halloween craft projects;
• The Westfield Symphony

Orchestra’s first concert of the
season gets analyzed by Brad
Tinfow;

• Marylou Morano weighs in
on Madonna’s literary career;

• Meet Marie Salvato, Hanah
Keselman, Kathleen Thompson,
and the dynamic duo of John
Russitano and Kara Shovlin;

• Pen & Ink: Looks at televi-
sion and asks, “Why should
you care?”


