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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

DISCUSSING REDEVELOPMENT…Fanwood Democrat candidates for mayor
and council have been meeting with Fanwood merchants and business owners
to discuss their views on the proposed downtown redevelopment plans. Pictured
from left are: Mayoral candidate Colleen Mahr; Charles Cobb, owner of Try-
Cob Grooming; and Borough Council candidates Jack Molenaar and Donna
Dolce.

Candidate Campaign Release – District 22

Mayor Marks Calls for State
Government Ethics Overhaul

TALKING TOWN...Second Ward Republican Westfield Town Council Candi-
date JoAnn Neylan, right, discussed local issues with Senator Tom Kean Jr., left,
and former Senator Richard Bagger.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
Mayor and District 22 State Senate
Candidate Martin Marks has called
for a closer examination of state gov-
ernment ethics guidelines and recom-
mended changes to the rules that gov-
ern elected officials.

“Certainly, greater scrutiny needs

to be given to the activities of elected
officials and their staffs, in addition to
the activities of lobbyists and
fundraisers. You can understand why
the general public has a suspect opin-
ion of those they elect to office when
these scandals surface. However, there
are certain things that could be done
that would significantly reduce the
opportunities for scandal to arise,”
Marks stated.

Mayor Marks advocates that the
“Pay to Play” legislation that is being
touted in Trenton should be signed
into law. This would limit those seek-
ing contracts for government work
from making campaign contributions
to those responsible for awarding said
contracts.

“When I get to Trenton I will pro-
pose legislation that would bar politi-
cians from holding more than one
office at a time. There are so many
legislators in Trenton that also hold
the office of Mayor in their home-
town. This is an inherent conflict of
interest. Going further, I would also
seek to prohibit an elected official at
any level of government from holding
another government job. The same
conflict of interest applies, and the
playing field for those seeking or re-
taining a government job is certainly
not level when the applicant or job-
holder is also an elected official.”

Candidate Campaign Release – Westfield

Mark Ciarrocca Calls for Citizens’
Traffic Safety Advisory Committee

WESTFIELD – Saying that traffic
and pedestrian safety are significant
quality of life concerns in Westfield,
Third Ward Town Council Candidate
Mark Ciarrocca has called for the es-

tablishment of a Citizens’ Traffic Safety
Advisory Committee.

Mr. Ciarrocca said traffic safety
comes up repeatedly during his discus-
sions with residents while on his neigh-
borhood walks. He noted that citizen
advisory committees have done a good
job on other important town issues, and
now it’s time to develop a strategic plan
for traffic safety.

“We need to do a better job of using
the information and talents of our citi-
zens to get input on traffic safety con-
cerns throughout Westfield and develop
creative solutions,” he said. “I think the
sense of frustration among many citi-
zens regarding traffic safety is not be-
ing adequately addressed and this
would be a way for citizens to get
involved in the process and to help
communicate the progress being made
and what else needs to be done.”

Mr. Ciarrocca said the committee
would be able to connect every town
resource on traffic safety including the
police department, crossing guards, citi-
zens groups like BRAKES (Bikers
Runners and Kids are Entitled to
Safety), schools, PTOs and the Town
Council, and would provide a opportu-
nity for a cross-section of our commu-
nity to come up with new and creative
solutions to this problem.

“I envision the committee putting
together a comprehensive traffic
safety plan for the entire town to
avoid piecemeal and duplicative so-
lutions. This would be the most ef-
fective and cost efficient way to at-
tack the traffic safety issue in
Westfield,” said Mr. Ciarrocca. “The
committee’s work could build off of
the progress the town is already mak-
ing, such as the study on the eight
“traffic hotspots” in Town and the
T.E.A.M. program. It can be a great
educational tool for the community
and a great asset to local government
efforts to improve traffic and pedes-
trian safety.”

Candidate Campaign Release - Westfield
Ferguson Responds to Request From

Local Candidates to End Train Whistle
WESTFIELD – Since 1994,

Westfield’s Southside residents have
been patiently awaiting rules which
would bring an end to the whistle noise
created by the ever increasing amount
of train traffic running along Westfield’s
border with Clark. That day should be
here soon.

While standing at the tracks on
Rahway Avenue with the train whistle
blowing in the background, Congress-
man Mike Ferguson (R-NJ), while meet-
ing with Republican Town Council can-
didates Mark Ciarrocca, third ward and
James Foerst, fourth ward, announced
that there was a light at the end of
tunnel.

Congressman Ferguson advised the
various residents of Westfield who were
present that “the legal authority to stop
the whistle is on the desk of the Secre-
tary of Transportation, Norman Mineta.
According to his office and the Federal
Railroad Administration, it is antici-
pated that these regulations will hope-
fully be in place by year’s end.”

The issues arises from an act of Con-
gress which allowed for local munici-
palities to install “supplemental safety
measures” at qualifying grade crossing
allowing for “quiet zones” where the
whistle would not have to be blown.

The measure chosen by Westfield
and many other communities is a “four
quadrant system” which prevents mo-
torists from traversing the tracks by
going around the familiar stripped gates.
The train whistle would then become
unnecessary after the appropriate
supplemental safety measures are in-
stalled.

The process of developing appropri-
ate rules began in 1995 and in January
2000, the FRA published its Notice of
Proposed Rule Making regarding the
use of locomotive horns. After numer-
ous hearings, testimony, studies and
proposals, the Secretary of Transporta-
tion has the final draft; which is antici-
pated to be approved and signed by the
end of the year.

Congressman Ferguson expressed his
appreciation to both Mr. Foerst and Mr.
Ciarrocca for their hard work in inves-
tigating the issue and helping him to
bring the regulations to Mr. Mineta’s
desk.

“It is the type of dedication and lead-
ership shown by Mr. Ciarrocca and Mr.
Foerst that makes Westfield one of the
premiere towns in the Seventh Con-
gressional District,” commented Rep.
Ferguson.

“I attended the most recent train

whistle meeting with CSX and Senator
Corzine’s office in the summer. I was
frustrated by the lack of answers. This
prompted me and Mark to get involved,”
noted Mr. Foerst.

Mr. Ciarrocca continued, “phone calls
were made to the Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration looking for information in
an effort to get results.”

“Mr. Foerst and Mr. Ciarrocca con-
tacted Congressman Ferguson’s office
and requested his help,” noted Republi-
can Third Ward Councilman Andy
Skibitsky. “They provided enough in-
dependent information to allow the Con-
gressman to cut through the bureau-
cratic machine and get to the real an-
swers.”

“For years there has been a general
lack of sound information...finally we
have the answers,” noted Mr. Foerst.

“We recognized the problem, asked
the right questions and were able to
provide our neighbors with the infor-
mation they asked for,” added Mr.
Ciarrocca.

“As we know full well, the people on
the south side of town have suffered for
too long with this nuisance...we are
hopeful that these regulations will bring
relief. I want to thank Congressman
Ferguson, Mark Ciarrocca and Jim
Foerst for their dedication to the people
of this town and their hard work in
bringing this issue to Mr. Mineta’s at-
tention,” commented Councilman
Skibitsky.

Open Forum to be Held
On Coping With Grief
WESTFIELD – The First Congrega-

tional Church in Westfield will sponsor
an open forum entitled “Grieving and
the Healing Journey” on Sunday, Oc-
tober 5.

It will take place from 11:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.  at the church, which is
wheelchair accessible. The church is
located at 125 Elmer Street.

Discussion will focus on topics such
as “Myths About Grief,” “Understand-
ing Grief,” “Appropriate Coping Skills”
and the “Healing Process.”

Carol Burner, a certified grief recov-
ery specialist with a master’s degree in
counseling from Seton Hall Univer-
sity, will present the program.

All are welcome, whether their loss
has resulted from the death of a loved
one, divorce, loss of career or loss of
health.  For additional information,
please call the church at (908) 233-
2494 or Ms. Burner at (732) 562-8565.

Mr. Bramnick Seeks to Improve
Health Care Delivery System

TRENTON – Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21) has announced that
he will introduce two pieces of legisla-
tion aimed at enhancing the health care
delivery system.

Mr. Bramnick said he will introduce
legislation which will require health
insurance carriers to notify health care
providers 90 days in advance of any
changes in the carrier’s fee schedule or
reimbursement rate.

“Lower reimbursement rates are caus-
ing New Jersey to lose many talented
physicians,” said Assemblyman
Bramnick. “My legislation will ensure
that our doctors are treated fairly and
that health insurance companies do not
drop rates unilaterally without notice.”

Most doctor-insurance company con-
tracts require physicians to give notice

if they intend to no longer treat patients
in that health insurance plan.

Mr. Bramnick intends to introduce
further legislation that will ensure doc-
tors are properly paid by health insur-
ance companies. Insurance companies
that do not pay doctors within 30 days
will face significant penalties under the
legislation.

Assemblyman Bramnick unveiled
drafts of both pieces of legislation dur-
ing the September 9 meeting of his
Make It Simple Task Force. The assem-
blyman established the Task Force this
past summer to simplify the doctor-
patient-insurance company relationship.

Members include Mr. Bramnick, As-
semblyman Eric Muñoz, M.D. (R-21),
a trauma surgeon at the University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey
(UMDNJ); Dr. Joel Rock, Chief of An-
esthesiology at Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield and John
F. Kennedy Medical Center in Edison;
Noreen Lund, a registered nurse; Casey
Woodruff, a former assistant Union
County prosecutor; Dr. Thomas Lewis,
an internist; Dr. Gregory Oliver, a colon
and rectal surgeon; Dr. Stephen Sklans,
an oral surgeon, and John Vorhees,
owner of The NIA Group, one of the
state’s largest insurance brokers.

The Task Force will hold its next
meeting in late November, or Decem-
ber. Anyone who would like to express
an opinion to the Task Force may do so
by submitting letters to the Make It
Simple Task Force, in care of Assem-
blyman Jon M. Bramnick, 203 Elm
Street, Westfield, 07090.
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Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

CRANFORD $429,000 FANWOOD     $339,000 GARWOOD $272,000

MOUNTAINSIDE $529,000

WESTFIELD $455,000

SCOTCH PLAINS     $589,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $409,000

WESTFIELD     $719,900 WESTFIELD $929,000

Charming Colonial offers 8 rooms and includes 5 Bedrooms, 2
full baths, spacious Living Room with fireplace, Eat-In Kitchen
with eating alcove, Formal Dining Room, Master Bedroom with
sitting room, 2-car detached garage and full basement.

No need to worry about the kid’s education when you move into this Split.
Your family can relax in the spacious Family Room or play games in the
den.  Top-rated schools within walking distance.  Great living space at a
great price!

Charming Colonial style home on beautiful tree-lined street.  Great
opportunity for the buyer wanting a great property and a mere few
blocks to everything your heart desires.

Spacious 9 room Colonial has been recently painted and offers 5
Bedrooms, 3 full baths and many new features including Eat-In
Kitchen with pantry, bath, Living Room with fireplace, roof, heating
system, CAC, 150 amp service, sunroom and windows.  The 2nd
floor has excellent potential for Mother / Daughter.

Fabulous home situated on lovely grounds features 8 rooms and offers 4
Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, remodeled large Kitchen with cherry cabinets and
solid surface countertops and new baths.  Also includes a large Family Room
and Living Room with fireplace.

Step back in time!  Beautiful Tudor / Colonial offers a newer Kitchen
and baths, 3 Bedrooms, fireplace, finished basement and great
location.  Walk to NYC bus, town and school.

Wonderfull Colonial features 7 rooms and offers 3 Bedrooms, 1.1
baths, Kitchen with breakfast bar, screened porch, Living Room
with fireplace, Formal Dining Room with corner cabinets, Family
Room with knotty pine walls and high ceiling, exterior recently
painted and new front steps.

Spacious center hall Colonial offers 10 rooms and includes 6 Bedrooms,
2.1 baths updated Kitchen opens to Family Room addition with vaulted
ceiling and skylights, Formal Dining Room, Living Room, fireplace, newer
gas furnace, 2 HWH’s 200 amp electric, Timberline roof and many new
windows.

Construction has begun on this outstanding Victorian style home
offering 9 rooms and including 4 Bedrooms, 3.1 baths, Eat-In
Kitchen with pantry and separate dining area, Formal Dining
Room, 2-story entrance vestibule, see-thru fireplace between
Family and Living Rooms, first floor 9’ ceilings, winding staircase,
multi-zone heating / CAC and much more.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Kay Gragnano
Sales Associate

Location . . . Location . . . Location

Westfield  •  $465,000

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

NJAR Million Dollar Sales Club ‘98-‘02
Private Line: (908) 301-2036
e-mail: Kaygragsaol.com

This spacious 7 room, 3 Bedroom, 2 1/2 Bath Westfield

Colonial is situated on a quiet street in the Washington

School District.  Featuring a lovely living room with

woodburning fireplace, formal dining room, eat-in kitchen,

master bedroom with full bath, den, a screen porch for those

hot summer evenings and a two-car attached garage.
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