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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Blue Devil Soccer Girls Cage
Tigers, 2-1, Giordano Nets 200

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Raider Gymnasts Roll Over
N. Brunswick, 101.525-67.35

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Getting off to a flying start, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
gymnastics team rolled over North
Plainfield, 101.525-67.35 in Scotch
Plains on September 16 in a meet that
also included three girls from Mount
St. Mary’s Academy. Raider senior
Kyla Mendes placed first in every
event except the vault, which was
won by teammate Katie Breuninger,
and had the top total in the All-Around
at 34.425. Helping the Raiders com-
plete a sweep in the All-Around were
Katie Zaleski with a total of 33.45 and
Breuninger at 32.25.

In her three event wins, Mendes
scored 8.75 on the uneven bars, 8.625
on the balance beam and 8.8 on the
floor exercise. Breuninger scored an
8.8 to win the vault. The two girls who
competed from Mt. St. Mary’s were
sophomore Allegra Kenwell and fresh-
man Christina Fa. Kenwell tied for
third with Zaleski in the vault at 8.3
while Fa placed second in the vault at
8.7 and third on the floor at 8.4.

“I was very pleased with the way
things went for our first meet. We
scored a 101.525 but we also have a
lot of room for improvement,” said
Raider Head Coach Tracey Brown.
“All of the returning girls gave some
nice solid strong performances but,
like I said, we still have a lot to clean

up. I expected that for our first meet
but am still very pleased with the
way they performed.”

Brown added, “Kate Breuninger
had a great vault scoring an 8.8. On
bars Kyla, Katie Zaleski and Kate all
had nice solid routines, but we still
have some kinks to work out. On
beam, Kyla, Katie and Jackie Tumolo
again did well but still have some
things to improve on; and, on floor
everyone did nice routines we just
need to work on our endurance.”

Jackie DeJohn, who has been nurs-
ing an injury, competed on both vault
and floor so, “it was very nice to see
her starting to work back in the
lineup,” commented Brown. Junior
Tayler Montagna got a small injury
in practice the day before the meet
and was not able to compete; how-
ever, she will be able to compete in
future meets.

Vault: 1. Breuninger (SPF) 8.8, 2. Fa
(MSM) 8.7, 3. Kenwell (MSM) 8.3, Zaleski
(SPF) 8.3

Bars: 1. Mendes (SPF) 8.75, 2. Zaleski
(SPF) 8.3, 3. Breuninger (SPF) 8.275

Beam: 1. Mendes (SPF) 8.625, 2.
Zaleski (SPF) 8.35, 3. Jackie Tumolo
(SPF) 8.225

Floor: 1. Mendes (SPF) 8.8, 2. Zaleski
(SPF) 8.5, 3. Fa (MSM) 8.4

All-Around: 1. Mendes (SPF) 34.425,
2. Zaleski (SPF) 33.45, 3. Breuninger
(SPF) 32.25

“We had my best player on the ball,
she got a free kick and put the ball
over the top of the keepers head.”

At halftime, Giordano mentioned
that he got on a few people. “They
responded just as the rest of the team,”
he said. “I stressed to them that I
believed Linden had tired towards the
middle of the first period, giving us a
lot of room. Coach Paradise and I told
them to push it down their throats,
play it out wide, get it deep and run
their defense. We did that. We got two
great scores off of two corner kicks. A
nice cross by Palatucci and Shelman
headed it in. Palatucci also has the
ability to bend the ball and she did that
on the second goal. They scored the
first goal and it was on a dumb play.
Three defenders were around their
one player that wasn’t going any-
where and we tripped her. The ball
went far bar in the corner of the net
and there is nothing that Tara
O’Donahue could do.”

In the second half, Palatucci hit a
corner kick and Shelman broke loose
down the middle, settled in at the
penalty spot and rippled the net past
the goalie on a beautiful executed
header at 6:53.

“We were down a bit after that
Scotch Plains opening loss, so early
on in the game we were perhaps a
little hesitant; unsure of ourselves,”
explained Shelman. “We wanted this
game and I think that is what it came
down to. Early in the half, we put our

passes together but we needed ad-
justment with our pace our momen-
tum and our intensity. In the second
half, we put it all together. After
scoring the tying goal, our confi-
dence just went through the roof.”

Thirteen minutes later, Palatucci
rocketed a corner shot that curved
inside the upper right corner of the
far post.

“I knew with the loss of a lot of key
players I had to step it up and take on
a leadership role and coach Giordano
spoke to me about that,” said
Palatucci. “We knew we had to play
harder and keep the ball at our feet.
As far as the corner kick, I’m always
looking for Shelman and that is what
we did this time. She was waiting for
me at the penalty spot because that’s
where I put the ball and she makes
sure she gets there. Then on the go
ahead goal from the corner kick, the
wind was blowing pretty hard and it
was going with me in my direction.
I’ve done this before, so I’m always
kind of looking for that shot. With
the wind assisting, I knew it was a
real good opportunity to put it in on
goal. We didn’t want to go 0-2, so
this was a really important game for
us to win. We had that mindset going
into this game. Then of course with
coach Giordano’s 200th win at stake,
this game was even more important.
Now that this is behind us, we can
move on to other things and start
playing our game.”

The game also marked the GL
varsity-coaching debut of Mike Roof.
“I think we had the better of the
game,” said Roof. “In the first half I
thought we played a good game and
in the second half, I thought we
pretty much dominated play, but
sometimes when you don’t finish
and you don’t put the ball in back of
the net, you come out on the wrong
end of a 1-0 game. What I like to
stress is possession. That is what is
going to win us ball games. We had
the ball obviously more than the
opposing team. We controlled the
pace and how we wanted to play, and
that’s how we’re going to win that
game, but then there are times out
there when you have a couple of
lapses, but you go on and do the best
you can.”

Both teams had their offensive
game plans working well, moving
the ball from one side of the field to
the other effectively. Quick give and
go’s through the middle and moving
the ball swiftly to the flanks was
prevalent. Although GL controlled
the tempo and beat the Vikings to the
ball for most of the first half and had
multiple scoring opportunities, the
strong Viking defense covered and
disrupted the GL forwards.

“Our defense is young and we lost
two starters,” explained Revel. “We
still have to get a little better. We
knew what they were going to try to
do; we just had to figure out how to
counteract. We waited early in the
game to see just how they were going
to incorporate their whole game plan.
Their midfield maintained posses-

sion and passed the ball very well
with short passes. We know we don’t
have that kind of skill, so we tried to
frustrate their passes and hoped they
make a mistake.”

The Vikings scored in the 16th
minute of the first half when Pitts
crossed to junior right midfielder
Danielle Chapla who made her way
to the box, then chipped the ball back
to Pitts who torched the net for the
score.

“We were able to stay really well
composed,” said Viking sweeper
Nicole Hauck. “The midfield was
there and we were able to work our
way up field and put a goal in. We
have a lot of skill going up the middle
from defense all the way to the for-
wards. So we work our way through
the middle with our forwards check-
ing to the ball and making their runs,
and they were able to put it away.
This game definitely set the tone for
our season. We now need to look past
this and be able to step up and move
on.”

The Highlanders came close to
ripping the Viking net 20 minutes
into the game when sophomore
Meridith Talbot launched a 20-yard
blast that bounced off the right cross-
bar.

“We definitely played hard, but
you can’t win them all,” said Talbot.
“We went out hard, had our chances
but didn’t finish, so we definitely
need to work on that. We played a
good passing game although we car-
ried the ball a little to long at times,
giving them the opportunity to at-
tack.”

U.C. Soccer Vikings Top
Lady GL Highlanders, 1-0
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High School Boys
Soccer Results:

SEPTEMBER 16:
Rahway 4, Governor Livingston 1

Matt Sincaglia netted the lone goal
for the Highlanders. Paulo Brandao
scored twice for the 2-0 Indians.

SEPTEMBER 17:
Linden 3, Westfield 2

Brendan Egan netted both goals
for Westfield and Awal Mohammed
scored two goals for Linden. Blue
Devil Brian Pirot had 17 saves.
Union 7, Plainfield 0

The Farmers had a field day as
Nick Stavrakis and Fernando
Rodriguez harvested two goals each.

SEPTEMBER 22:
Westfield 2, Elizabeth 1

Lee Tomasso and Tom Taylor net-
ted goals for the Blue Devils.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 3, Newark
East Side 0

Josh Kay fired in two goals and AJ
Appezzato added a goal and an as-
sist.

High School Girls
Soccer Results:

SEPTEMBER 17:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 3,
Cranford 0

Jenna Balestriere fired in two goals
and Kelly Rigano netted one for the
2-0 Raiders. Nicole Daria had an
assist and goalie Lauren Mains made
two saves.

SEPTEMBER 22:
Westfield 6, Elizabeth 0

Anne McCarthy netted two goals
and an assist for Westfield. Dani
Fried, Anne Siwulec, Carrie Hubbard
and Melissa Rosen also scored for
Westfield.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 10, New-
ark East Side 0

Jessie Sapienza rippled the net
twice and added an assist for the 3-0
Raiders. Michelle Fischer had a goal
and an assist. Jenna Balestriere,
Meaghan Kelly, Loni Kay, Kristen
Zyla, Lauren Mains, Nicole Daria
and Kristen Bover also scored for the
Raiders.
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Expertly Installed

New & Repairs
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Home Improvements, Inc.
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Free Estimates • Insured

No Job Too Small
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SPECIALIZING IN:

FROM CONCEPT
TO CONSTRUCTION
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NO 2ND GUESSING, “INVEST WITH THE BEST”

Member NJ Nursery & Landscape Assoc.
Certificate Received From Rutgers Cook College

Paver Brick Driveways
Walks & Patios

Stone Retaining Walls
New Plantings

Drainage Systems
Masonry Work

Serving Westfield
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“Experience the Difference.”

908-301-0602
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Juan C. Aldana

e mail: aldanajc@aol.com
Fax: 908-301-0603
Westfield, New Jersey
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FULLY INSURED           FREE ESTIMATES

Call Joe Klingebiel
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✧✧✧✧✧ Residential
✧✧✧✧✧ Commercial
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RALPH
CHECCHIO, INC.

BLACK TOP
PAVING

Driveways
Parking Lots
Concrete or
Masonry Work

FREE
ESTIMATES

908 • 889 • 4422

HOME IMPROVEMENT

908•755•4247

DRESSLER CONTRACTING
Serving Westfield, Mountainside

Scotch Plains -Fanwood

Kitchens  Baths

Expert Carpentry

Finished Basements

25 Years Experience
Quality Workmanship

Free Estimates

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto

Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

Goods & Services You Need!

• DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
• SEAL COATING • RAILROAD TIES

• DRAINAGE PROBLEMS
• BELGIUM BLOCK CURBING

• STUMP GRINDING

Fully Insured  •  FREE Estimates

PAVING

908-753-7281

“Serving the area for over 50 years.”
Family Owned & Operated

OLIVER A

PAVING
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GLENN AIREL
732-548-1783 • 732-259-8776

CONSTRUCTION CORP.

CUSTOM BUILDER AND GENERAL CONTRACTOR
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DON’T GET CAUGHT UP IN ANY SALES PITCH. MEET THE
MOST HONEST CONTRACTOR OF ALL. DON’T SIGN ANY
THING UNTIL YOU MEET GLENN.

REATG
DDITIONSA

• Marble & Granite Fabricators •

“Looking forward to doing business with you.  Come in for a
FREE estimate or simply fax us your layouts.”

2476 Plainfield Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ

908-232-5300
Fax: 908-233-5655

High quality wholesale prices on all your marble & granite needs.
Specializing in kitchen countertops, bathroom vanities & fireplaces.

e e

Castle Keep, Inc.
BUILDING AND RESTORATION

castlebuilder@verizon.net414 CENTRAL AVENUE, WESTFIELD  • 908-232-8965

Free In-Home Project
Evaluations & Estimates

General & Mechanical Construction
Carpentry • Custom Millwork & Cabinetry

Masonry / Tile & Stone Setting
Roofing / Weatherproofing • Decks / Patios

Offering Professional . . . Residential & Commercial

. . . Design, Fabrication, Installation & Repair Services

“ How The Areas Best Looking Lawns Get That Way ”
• NJ Landscape
Contractors’Association

•   Pesticide Lic# 97549A908-654-5296
908-654-LAWN

Bachelor of Science • Rutgers University • Design • Maintenance • CertifiedLandscape Designer • NY Botanical Gardens

• Landscape Design

• Year-Long Plantings

• Lawn Maintenance

• Patio Walk - Retaining Walls

• Now Accepting Fall Reservations:  Maintenance & Planting •
����������	
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Wet Basement

Mold Problem

Poor Water Pressure

?
“We have been working your area for
many years with satisfied customers.”

M.CROSS
P L U M B I N G

908-789-9163
Call us for a free estimate.

Since 1969

Michael Cross Plumbing Lic.#3932
Insured / Bonded

We Can Help.

PETE & FRED’S
GUTTER CLEANING

WWWWWestfestfestfestfestfield • Scotcield • Scotcield • Scotcield • Scotcield • Scotch Plainsh Plainsh Plainsh Plainsh Plains
CrCrCrCrCranfanfanfanfanfororororord • Mountainsided • Mountainsided • Mountainsided • Mountainsided • Mountainside

Free Estimates
FULLY INSURED

Serving

908-347-1310

This
Space is
Available

Call the
Advertising Department:

T: 908.232.4407
F: 908.232.0473

sales@goleader.com

Wallcovering
Installation

S I N C E  1 9 7 5

908-654-4166

Wallpaper • Grasscloth
54” Vinyls & Fabrics • Foil

Suede • Linen • Silks

Robert J. Ricci

732-489-1929

Kitchens, Baths & Basements
Tiles , Painting & General Home Repair

Anti-Slip Treatments for
Bathtubs & Tile Floors

Free Estimates

“Top Quality-
 Low Cost”

fi   nessCUSTOM
and Pilates Studio

235 Elmer Street, Westfield

908-654-5379
Personal Trainers:

Lisa Spector • Fred Lecomte

Cardio • Sport Specifics
Weight Management

Residential & Commercial
COMPLETE LANDSCAPE DESIGN

& LAWN MAINTENANCE
  SNOW PLOWING

SERVING SCOTCH PLAINS
& SURROUNDING AREAS

  Free Estimates   •   Fully Insured

Advertise Your Business or
Service In This Space.

For rates call
the Advertising Department:

T: 908.232.4407
F: 908.232.0473

sales@goleader.com

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DAZZLING A TIGER…Westfield Blue Devil Aly Ludmer, right, combined
speed, agility and footwork to work past a Linden defender. Westfield went on
the cage the Tigers, 2-1 in Westfield on September 18.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHESS GAME AT MIDFIELD…Union Catholic soccer Viking Amanda Pitts,
No. 9, made a statement by netting the winning goal against the Governor
Livingston Highlanders in Scotch Plains on September 16.


