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BAKER RUSHES FOR 2 TDS, CICCOTELLI WINS 100TH

Raider Gridders Turn on ‘D’,
Nip Shabazz Bulldogs, 14-13

SHELMAN SCORES, PALATUCCI NETS GAME WINNER

Blue Devil Soccer Girls Cage
Tigers, 2-1, Giordano Nets 200

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Regaining momentum, especially
just after losing it may be a sign of
good things to come. The Westfield
High School girls soccer team did
just that by dazzling Linden with a
barrage of shots and handed Blue

Devil Head Coach Peter Giordano
his 200th career victory with an im-
pressive, 2-1, win in Westfield on
September 18.

Giordano’s first win came in 1991
when the Blue Devils defeated Ridge,
2-0. Additionally, Giordano coached
in a county semifinal game on the

day of his marriage to his bride Pam.
“I just don’t want to say I did this

all by myself,” said Giordano. “There
were some great coaches along with
me, namely Kathy Hauser, Pete
McClellan and Joe Paradise who is
in his first year at the varsity level. I
also had a great mentor in Ed
Tranchina. He helped me in becom-
ing a better coach, able to handle
things on and off the field a lot better,
so I owe him a lot. The girls knew it
last year that I was going after No.
200, and if we would have had that
state final or a couple of more wins,
it would of happened last year. I did
not bring up this year, but the girls
knew it and I think they pressed a
little bit. I appreciate everything ev-
eryone has done.”

Co-captain Laura Shelman netted
the tying goal on an assist with a
spectacular header and Gio Palatucci
scored the winning goal. The Blue
Devils offense shelled the Tiger
keeper 27 times from every direction
with the exception of three occa-
sions. Tiger Rachel Hanns bit the
Blue Devil net at 10:04 in the first
half.

“Defensively, we got a break,”
explained Linden coach Mahalchek.

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The cracking sounds of pads and
field position dominated the game,
but it was one breakaway run after a
screen pass and an ensuing conver-
sion that gave the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football team
a, 14-13, victory over Shabazz in
Scotch Plains on September 20. The
win marked the 100th Union County
career victory for Raider Head Coach
Steve Ciccotelli.

“The kids presented Ciccotelli with

the game ball in the locker room,”
said assistant coach Tom Baylock.
“He is an astonishing coach and I’m
sure the most-winning (football)
coach in school history. He did not
expect this and it was rather an emo-
tional moment for him.”

Fans, players and coaches celebrated
the homecoming of the Iraqi Freedom
fighters. Lance corporal David Laferty
of Scotch Plains, Lance corporal Lance
Pearson and PFC Brad Belford, both
residents of Fanwood, were loudly
cheered with a standing ovation.

Raider senior halfback Kyle Baker,
59 yards rushing and 50 yards receiv-
ing, had a one-yard touchdown (TD)
run then galloped 46 yards for a TD
in the third quarter after grabbing a
pass from quarterback Dan LaForge.
Junior kicker Mike Baumwell’s point
after proved to be the difference.

“I told the kids that the character
of our team came out today,” said
Ciccotelli. “It was a tough ballgame
under extremely humid conditions
and we hung in there. We got a
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Buy 2 Shrubs
GET 1 FREE!

Now through Sept. 30, mix and match from an 
extensive collection of colorful blooming and 
decorative shrubs, including: Rhododendrons, 
Andromedas, Viburnums, Azaleas and Holly!
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COCOZZIELLO GALLOPS FOR 60-YARD TOUCHDOWN

Cougar Footballers Trip Up
Blue Devils’ Chances, 21-14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Field position disadvantages, two
fumbles, an interception and the
strength of Cougar Bryan
Giannecchini’s leg sagged the
Westfield High School football
team’s record to 0-2 after falling to
Cranford, 21-14, at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield on September 20.
An interception in Westfield terri-

tory led to a Cougar touchdown (TD)
in the first quarter, one fumble killed
a promising drive and Giannecchini’s
booming kicks kept the Blue Devils
hemmed in deep in their own turf.

Westfield finished with 163 yards
rushing and quarterback Jan
Cocozziello, who carried 13 times
for 118 yards and a TD, completed
11 of 17 passes for 143 yards and one
TD but the Blue Devils suffered six

penalties for 55 yards, including a
five-yard penalty and a 15-yard pen-
alty that killed a possible score on
their final drive. The Cougars fin-
ished with 114 yards on the ground,
led by Jamar Ingram with 77 yards
and one TD on 19 carries, and quar-
terback Chris Drechsel, who had a
one-yard TD run, completed six of
13 for 98 yards.

Excluding penalties, the Blue Dev-
ils had a 116-93 edge in total yards in
the first half, but Cranford walked
into the locker room with a 14-0
lead. It was evident from the start
that Westfield would experience un-
favorable field position when
Giannecchini boomed the opening
kickoff into the end zone and, after
Ingram intercepted Cocozziello’s
pass at the Westfield 31 and, later in
the series, scored on a four-yard slant
with 1:59 left in the first quarter,
Giannecchini’s successful point af-
ter bounced off the fence well be-
yond the goalpost.

Giannecchini followed up with
another kickoff into the end zone.
Westfield went three-and-out and
Cranford got good field position on
the Blue Devil 47. Seven plays later,
with 9:19 remaining in the half,
Giannecchini scooted one yard into
the end zone then boomed another
successful point after into the fence.

Kicking somewhat softer,
Giannecchini’s next kickoff stopped
at the one where Blue Devil Tyshon
Blackmon picked it up and was
smothered at the five. After both
teams traded possession, Westfield
engineered a 51-yard march that,
unfortunately, ended with
Cocozziello fumbling on the Cougar
36.

Just before the half, Blue Devil

JUNIORS HOYNES-O’CONNOR, MCNELIS NET GOALS

Raiders Record 3rd Shutout,
Top Cougar Soccer Boys, 2-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Very stubborn defense, which came
to light during their pre-season sum-
mer games in Holland, continued as
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School soccer boys notched their
third-straight shutout of the season
with a, 2-0, triumph over host
Cranford on September 17. The 3-0,
fifth-ranked Raiders had previously
felled Ridge, 2-0, and Westfield, 2-0.

Junior Casey Hoynes-O’Connor
capitalized on one of senior
midfielder, Ed Zazzali’s, patented
flip throw ins and netted the first
goal. Junior Sean McNelis, assisted
by senior Ryan Breznitsky, fired in
the second goal.

Raider freshman goalkeeper Bryan
Meredith, who recorded his third shut-
out, proved that he had the right moves
by making six saves, including three
brilliant saves. His first brilliant save
came in the first half when he dove to
his right to ward off a direct kick. In
the second half, two vicious Cougar
attacks ended in failure when he re-
jected two point-blank shots.

Cougar goalkeeper Brian Woglom,
who had seven saves, also made a
few fine stops, including a leaping
tip over the crossbar of a direct kick
from Breznitsky.

The Cougars took the initiative
early in the game and fired a couple
of volleys over the Raiders’ crossbar;

however, with a few exceptions,
Raider backs Mike Hessemer,
Terrence Charles, Greg Leischner
and Ricardo Arocha turned the direc-
tion of the ball toward the Cranford
goal for the majority of the game.

Zazzali, who also displayed some
stubborn defensive tactics, com-
mented, “Our defense is solid, once
again, this year. We had a freshman
goalie, at first, we weren’t really sure

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

PITTS NETS WINNER, CHAPLA ASSISTS

U.C. Soccer Vikings Top
Lady Highlanders, 1-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A determined, talented Union
Catholic High School girl’s soccer
team claimed an impressive, 1-0,
victory over an equally talented Gov-
ernor Livingston (GL) squad on Sep-
tember 16 in Scotch Plains. Senior
keeper Erica Ortiz recorded seven
saves and earned her second shutout
of the season and junior forward
Amanda Pitts netted the game’s only
goal. Highlander sophomore keeper,
Allison York, faced 18 shots and

made seven saves.
“It was a big win for us,” said

Viking coach Jim Revel. “We pretty
much stuck to what we wanted to do.
The chess game was their midfield
against our scorers, forwards and
defense. Today we lucked out. The
last couple of years have been great
games with these guys. We play them
again, so it will be interesting to see
what happens, because it will make
for a very interesting conference
race.”
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
POUNCING ON A COUGAR…Blue Devil Tyshon Blackmon, No. 6, and
several teammates pounce on Cougar running back Jamar Ingram, No. 34.
Cranford scored early and held off a Blue Devil comeback to win, 21-14.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONTROLLING THE MOVEMENT…Raider center midfielder Ryan
Breznitsky, No 9, controls the ball as he moves it down field against Cranford.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WHEN “WILD DOGS” GO WILD…The Raiders’ “Wild Dog” defense smothers a Bulldog back. The “Wild Dogs” held
MX Shabazz to just 71 yards rushing on the day and came up with a, 14-13. victory.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVEN TO WIN…Gio Palatucci, who assisted Co-Captain Lauren Shelman
on a goal, led the Blue Devil soccer girls to a 2-1 victory by rocketing a  corner
shot that curved in for the winning goal.
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